#10 in a series of informational brochures
from the Delaware Department of Transportation.

For in-depth information...

About Delaware transportation subjects, visit our web sites at:
www.deldot.net www.DARTFirstState.com

F.Y.I. brochures are available from the
Office of External Affairs:

The Capital Improvement Program and the
Council on Transportation What are they? How do
they work? How can the public get involved?

*2 Corridor Capacity Preservation Program what's
being done to make sure existing roads can handle
future economic growth?

#3 Access Management How can managing access reduce
congestion, improve safely, preserve economic development
opportunities and extend a road's service life?

*4 Transportation & Delaware's Future Highlights of
DelDOT's Long-Range Transportation Plan

*3 The Integrated Transportation Management
System A tool for reducing congdestion.

% Understanding the Pipeline Process How ideas,
plans and suggestions for transportation projects move
from concept to completion.

#7 Public Involvement How you can be involved in
shaping transportation decisions.

“# Highway Safety Improvement Program How targeting
improvements to high-accident sites is reducing the likelihood
and severity of accidents on Delaware’s roads.

*Q cCustomer Satisfaction Surveys Important feedback helps
us serve you better. We're listening.

For more information please contact:

Delaware Department of Transportation
External Affairs
P.O. Box 778
Dover, DE 19903
(302) 760-2080 or 1-800-652-5600 (in Delaware)
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If you value Delaware's beautiful ocean,
bays, rivers and streams, help us protect
them by reducing water pollution
"at the source.”
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How Our Road Sysfem

Contributes fo Water Pollukion

av /' storm water runoff is rainwater that
. S doesn't soak into the ground. The

rain that runs off often washes pollutants
from lawns, parking lots, streets, and gutters into the
storm drain system, which then flows into our streams,
ponds, and bays. Pollution in storm water runoff is a
growing concern in Delaware and across the nation,
because of the adverse effects to ourselves and to
our environment.

A roadway system is made of pavement, curbs, gutters,
and storm drainage pipes. Developed areas are often
built so rainwater drains into the street. Every drop of
water that touches the ground has the potential to pick
up pollutants. That means most of the pollution found
on the surface of the ground drains through the road-
way drainage system.

Why is DelDOT interested in storm water pollution?
DelDOT owns and operates nearly all the roadway
systems in Delaware from interstate highways to country
lanes and neighborhood streets. That's over 5,000 miles
of roads and storm drainage systems. One of our main
goals is to keep pollution off the street and out

of the drainage system.

The Clean Water Act requires state agencies to reduce
water pollution from sources like industry and agdricul-
ture and to educate the public about what they can do
to help. The Act imposes penalties if the State doesn't
meet clean water standards. Delaware is building treat-
ment facilities and developing management plans to
reduce pollution before it gets into our streams and
waterways.

But since storm water pollution comes from many
sources, all of us have a stake in making sure we don't
inadvertently contribute to the harmful materials that
enter our storm drains. Look inside to see what you can
do to help protect our precious waterways.




How We're [mproving fhe
Quality of Storm Water Runo

Delaware has a number of options available to improve

the quality of runoff from streets and highways.

Sometimes those options are as simple as increasing the
vegetated areas next to the roadways, or as complicated
as intedrating new storm water management structures

into an existing system. Following are some of the ways
the Delaware Department of Transportation is reducing
water pollution "At the Source."

Streef Sweeping

Sweeping decreases the litter

Storm Water Ponds

Storm water ponds are designed to trap

and other debris that can be

carried by storm water into

nearby watercourses. DelDOT's
sediment and pollutants, reduce flooding,

and provide wildlife habitat. DelDOT will
continue to look for opportunities to make

new vacuum sweepers can pick
up fine particles that contribute

to water pollution. )
drainage system improvements.

Pro-fictive Inspections Program

To increase the efficiency of the system, DelDOT

Regular
Mainfenance

Many inlets become
clogged during the
course of the year.

has begun a stepped-up inspection program to

identify maintenance needs before a major problem
arises. This includes internal pipe inspections to
look for areas of cracked

or partially blocked pipe.
District personnel perform

maintenance that helps
prevent ponding around
the inlets and helps stop the storm water system
from being bypassed altogether.



You Can Help Reduce Water Pollution “Hr [he Source”
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