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Population Trends for Kent and Sussex Counties
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Sussex County 61,336 73,195 80,356 98,004 113,229 157,275 187,519 219,547 248,638

Kent County 37,870 65,651 81,892 98,219 110,993 127,134 140,036 153,292 166,366
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(Source: Delaware Population Consortium, 2002)
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POPULATION GROWTH & LAND USE CHANGEPOPULATION GROWTH & LAND USE CHANGEPOPULATION GROWTH & LAND USE CHANGE

Sussex County population increased by 95% between 1970 and 2000 and will increase

by another 37% to almost 250,000 people by 2030.

Seasonal residents will bring the total population of Sussex County to 380,000 people

by 2030.

The steady increase in employment will continue, as the number of jobs in Sussex
County will increase by nearly 20,000 (31%) between 2000 and 2025.

The number of permanent households in Sussex County will increase by 67% between

2000 and 2030 to 104,000.

Tourism has and will continue to play a vital role in Sussex County's economic growth.
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Per manent 98,007 157,275 184,435

Seasonal 71,616 95,634 123,242

1980 2000 2025

Sussex County Seasonal and Permanent Population, 1980-2025

(Source: Delaware Population Consortium, 1999, and Sussex County Long Range Transportation Plan, 2001.)
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In only five years (1992-97), residential development increased by 18% in the

Milford area and 27% in the Georgetown South area.

Escalating land costs and scarce availability of

land are pushing development westward from

the resort areas.

All of the municipalities along US 113 are feeling

substantial pressure for new development in their areas.

Growth will generate continued demand for more transportation facilities.

Addressing the travel patterns of the seasonal population must be part of any

long-range transportation plan.

Agriculture is an important industry in Sussex County. This industry has special

transportation needs in getting its products to national and international markets.

Development pressures moving west from the resort areas, combined with rapid

population growth, will greatly increase traffic volumes on US 113.

Increased traffic volumes will create more intense congestion over longer periods

and could jeopardize safety and environmental/historic resources throughout the

US 113 corridor.

US 113 provides a vital link for inter-county and inter-state travel to serve existing

businesses and to attract new industry.

In 2002, Sussex County issued permits for the

construction of over 4,000 dwelling units.

There are plans for 6,000 new houses to be built in

Sussex County outside of the incorporated towns.

Potential highway improvements must be identified soon, and the future

alignments protected.

These growth trends have significant transportation implications for the

US 113 corridor:
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