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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION: PLANNING THE BYWAY

1.1 Project Overview

The roadways and landscapes associated with the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway
routes are among the most beautiful and historically significant in Delaware. The
Byway encompasses the Route 52 and Route 100 corridors extending from Rodney
Square in downtown Wilmington, Delaware, north to the Pennsylvania state line.

The Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway has national significance with a direct role in
three centuries of American industrial history. The lower Brandywine Creek’s water-
powered mills and proximity to the Port of Wilmington created thriving industrial
and commercial markets, and spawned the development of Wilmington and the
Wilmington - Kennett Turnpike in the late-eighteenth century (now Route 52) in
1811. A direct outgrowth of the turnpike was the legacy of buildings, parks, and
cultural institutions created by eighteenth- and nineteenth-century industrialists.
These enduring cultural contributions add to the byway’s significance. With the
growth of the Du Pont Company in the early twentieth-century, the byway
landscape became the site for the family’s country estates. The du Ponts created
cultural institutions and preserved thousands of acres of public parkland, open space,
and recreational lands. The rolling landscape along the Byway, made famous by the
Brandywine School of artists and most notably, the Wyeths, is dotted with historic
villages, bed and breakfast inns and world renowned museums, gardens, parks and
libraries. It is both nationally and internationally known as a world class tourist
destination and continues to play an important role in the region’s history, culture,
and economy.

The Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway is much more than two historic roads; it is a
cultural landscape that embodies the region’s evolution over three centuries. It has
received the imprint of multiple layers of development as represented by its changes
as a roadway, from a rough Colonial trail, to a nineteenth-century toll road, to Pierre
du Pont’s reconstruction of Kennett Pike in 1919 as a modern “highway.” These
historic roads provided critical linkages between communities within the region;
allowed for the transport of goods, services, and ideas; and in a very real sense,
embodied the cultural ideals and aspirations of the valley’s residents.

The roadways and cultural landscape of the Byway have continuously evolved over
the past three hundred years and today represent the accumulated change that has
occurred over that time, rather than any particular period in their evolution. In
traveling the Byway today, residents and visitors experience the unique communities,
vistas, and qualities of the Brandywine Valley landscape. The Brandywine Valley
Scenic Byway is special because no other historic corridor in Delaware so clearly and
directly depicts the relationships between transportation, road building, the regional
economy, and culture. The Byway is a unique resource with the potential to tell the
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