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How a Gristmill
Works

Illustration by GAI Consultants, Inc.
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HOWAGRISTMILL WORKS
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Thesack hoist (1) liftsincoming loads of grainto thetop story. Emptiedintothe
dirty grain bin (2), thegrain passesthrough acircular screen that whirls dust
and mold fromthegrain andinto...the sack (3) below.

Heavier grainfallsthrough the screen mesh to thesmutter (4). The smutter
cleansesthegrain of afungus(smut), and scoursoff any remaining dirt. Once
cleansed of smut and dirt, the grain dropsto the wheat garner (5), awhesat
storage bin. Thewheat garner allowswheat to befed to the hopper (6) at arate
that suitsthemillstones.

Therunner stone(7) isturned by agear train that transmits power from the
water whedl.

Ground flour fallsthrough achute below the (stationary) bed stone(8)...intoa
bin (9) fromwhich...an elevator (10) carriesit back up to thetop floor...where
theflour iscooled by thehopper boy (11). Thisrake-like machinewith splayed
wooden teeth sweepsfreshly ground grain toward the center, coolingit.

Fresh grainisfed by the hopper boy, down acentral chute, to the danted bolter
(12). Fromthebolter, flour passesthroughincreasingly coarse mesh--finest flour
through closely meshed silk, then middlings, shorts, and bran dropintothe
second, third, and fourth bags, respectively.



Cubbage Pond. . . . . ... e



