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ABSTRACT
 

Phase ill archaeological data recovery excavations were conducted at the Moore-Taylor Farm 
(7K-C-380), Benjamin Wynn Tenancy and Blacksmith Shop (Lewis-E, 7K-C-362-hereaftercalled the 
Benjamin Wynn Tenancy Site), and the Wilson-Lewis Farm (7K-C-375) all of which are near Dover in 
Little CreekHundred, Kent County, Delaware. These projects were funded by the Delaware Department 
of Transportation as part of cultural resource mitigation of State Route 1. All three sites were located 
in plowed fields approximately four miles northeast of Dover. Two of the sites, the Benjamin WYnD 
Tenancy and Wilson-Lewis Farm sites, were part of the same eighteenth century parcel. 

The Moore-Taylor Farm, Benjamin Wynn Tenancy, and Wilson-Lewis Farm were the remains of 
owner- and tenant-occupied farms. The Benjamin Wynn Tenancy Site, the earliest of the three sites, was 
occupied from ca. 1765-1822. Archival research identified the site as the home ofBenjamin Wynn, who 
was a blacksmith. The Wilson-Lewis Fann Site was occupied from ca 1850-1889. The Moore-Taylor 
Farm Site was occupied from ca. 1822-1937. 

Over 1200 historic features were identified and excavated at the sites. Each site included the 
remains ofdwellings, outbuildings, wells, trash pits, privies, and fence-related features. Archival research 
showed that the Benjamin Wynn Tenancy and Wilson-Lewis Farm sites were predominantly occupied by 
tenants while the Moore-Taylor Site was primarily owner-occupied. All three sites were located on 
marginal land and occupied by relatively poor people. Each occupation was sensitive to changes in the 
local and regional economy and clearly reflected major social and economic changes in central Delaware. 

Archaeological features dating back to the mid-eighteenth century were located at the Benjamin 
Wynn Tenancy Site, but in general the two later nineteenth and early twentieth century occupations of 
the Moore-Taylor Farm and Wilson-Lewis Farm sites are better represented. Intra-site and inter-site 
comparisons yielded valuable insights into the lifeways and material culture ofrural tenants and landowners 
in eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth century central Delaware. 

Cover lliustration: The cover illustration shows a reconstruction of the Moore-Taylor Farm, ca. 
1910. The house and outbuilding locations and fencelines are reconstructed based on the archaeological 
features found at the site. 
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PLATE 1
 

Moore-Taylor Farm Site (7K-C-380) Location
 

The Moore-Taylor Farm, Benjamin Wynn Tenancy, and Wilson-Lewis Farm sites were first 
identified during the Phase I location/identification survey of the Early Action Segment of the State 
Route 1 Relief Route (Bachman, GrenIer, and Custer 1988). Both the Phase I and IT investigations were 
carried out by the University of Delaware Center for Archaeological Research for the Delaware 
Department of Transportation as part of the cultural resources sUlVey of the proposed State Route 1 
Relief Route done in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act to evaluate the effects of 
the proposed construction of State Route 1 on significant, or potentially significant, cultural resources 
as defined by the National Register of Historic Places (36 CPR. sec. 1202). 

2 




