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ABSTRACT
 

The Whitten Road site (7NC-D-I00) is a mid-18th to mid-19th 
century farmstead located on the Christina River in New Castle 
County, Delaware. Data recovery excavations were funded by the 
Delaware Department of Transportation. Features from three 
earthfast structures were found, as well as fencelines and a 
wood-lined well. Activity areas associated with each of the 
three structures were also identified. Extensive archival 
research indicates that the site is related to a series of 
agricultural tenants from the third quarter of the 18th century 
until the plowing under of the site in the early 1850s. Numerous 
historic artifacts were recovered including a large assemblage of 
locally-produced and imported ceramics. Ceramic vessel 
reconstruction identified a minimum of 384 ceramic vessels. 
Chemical analyses of the plowzone and subsoil identified three 
distinct activity areas that correspond with artifact 
distribution and feature patterns. Prehistoric artifacts dating 
to the Woodland I Period (3,000 B.C. to A.D. 1,000) were also 
recovered, but determined to be from disturbed contexts. The 
prehistoric artifacts were screened through 1/2" and 1/4" screen 
mesh to determine the impact of larger screen mesh on artifact 
recovery rates and site interpretation. The larger screen size 
was determined to limit the information that can be recovered 
from a site, although 1/2" screen could be useful in some 
situations. The analysis of faunal remains indicates that a 
range of wild and domestic animals were consumed al though 
domest i c pig was the m0 s teomm 0 nan i mal rep res en ted. The 
distribution of faunal remains correlated with known activity 
areas. The Whitten Road site is significant because it provides 
a rare picture of rural life in northern Delaware and it is the 
first evidence of earthfast structures found in northern 
Delaware. 
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