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ABSTRACT 

 
Phase Ib archaeological survey was conducted for Section 1 of the US 301 Project Development, 
located in St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware.  The proposed project consists of 
the construction of a limited access highway on new alignment.  Field methods consisted 
primarily of pedestrian surface survey, together with shovel test and test unit excavations in 
wooded areas, in areas of potential buried soils, and at discovered archaeological sites.  Field 
survey resulted in the identification of 19 historic resources, including 18 archaeological sites 
and one historic landscape feature.  Three archaeological sites had only prehistoric components, 
eight sites had both prehistoric and historic components, and seven sites had only historic 
components. Five of the 18 archaeological sites are recommended not eligible on the basis of the 
Phase Ib survey. Phase II survey is recommended for 13 of the archaeological sites, to further 
evaluate their eligibility.  Phase II survey is also recommended for the landscape feature, a 
historic railroad line. 
 



 iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Page 
LIST OF FIGURES ....................................................................................................................... iv 
 
LIST OF TABLES......................................................................................................................... vi 
 
LIST OF PHOTOS ....................................................................................................................... vii 
 
PREPARERS ............................................................................................................................... viii 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION..................................................................................................................1 
 1.1 Project Description .......................................................................................................1 
 1.2 Environmental Setting ..................................................................................................9 
 
2.0 RESEARCH DESIGN .........................................................................................................11 
 
3.0 BACKGROUND AND ARCHIVAL RESEARCH ............................................................12 
 3.1 Previous Research.......................................................................................................12 
 3.2 Additional Background Research ...............................................................................12 
 
4.0 PHASE IB SURVEY RESULTS.........................................................................................26 
 4.1 Survey and Analysis Methods ....................................................................................26 
 4.2 Survey Results ............................................................................................................30 
 
5.0 CONCLUSIONS................................................................................................................218 
 5.1 Summary and Evaluation of Cultural Resources......................................................218 
 5.2 Evaluation of the Phase Ib Survey............................................................................225 
 
6.0 BIBLIOGRAPHY ..............................................................................................................231 
 
7.0 APPENDICES....................................................................................................................233 
 7.1 Qualifications of Key Personnel...............................................................................233 
 7.2 Charts of Property Histories .....................................................................................241 
 7.3 Cultural Resource Survey Forms..............................................................................270 
 7.4 Artifact Inventory .....................................................................................................363 
 
 



 iv

LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Figure Page 
 
 1 General Vicinity of the US301 Section 1 Project Area .......................................................2 
 2a-f Right-of-way Plan Drawing.................................................................................................3 
 3 Warrants and Patents Crossed by the Project ....................................................................14 
 4 Aerial View of Survey Segments 1, 2, 3, and 4.................................................................33 
 5a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 2, 3, and 4 ..........................................34 
 5b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 2,3, and 4.......................................35 
 6 Aerial View of Survey Segments 5 and 6..........................................................................42 
 7a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 5 and 6 ...............................................43 
 7b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 5 and 6...........................................44 
 8 Aerial View of Survey Segments 7 and 8..........................................................................53 
 9a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 7 and 8 ...............................................54 
 9b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 7 and 8...........................................55 
10 Aerial View of Survey Segment 8 .....................................................................................62 
11 Aerial View of Survey Segment 9 .....................................................................................67 
12a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 9 ..........................................................68 
12b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 9 ......................................................69 
13a Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Bird-Houston Site ...............................................78 
13b Late Historic Ceramic and Glass Artifacts at the Bird-Houston Site ................................79 
14 1829 Map of Mary Houston’s Estate Settlement...............................................................82 
15 1937 Historic Aerial Photograph, Area North and South of Boyd’s Corner Road............84 
16 Aerial View of Survey Segments 11 and 12......................................................................85 
17a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 11 and 12 ...........................................87 
17b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 11 and 12.......................................88 
18 Shovel Test Profiles, Houston-LeCompte Site ..................................................................89 
19a Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Houston-LeCompt Site .....................................101 
19b Late Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Houston-LeCompt Site .......................................102 
20 Glass Artifacts at the Houston-LeCompte Site................................................................103 
21 Aerial View of Survey Segments 13, 14, and 15.............................................................110 
22a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 13 and 14 .........................................111 
22b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 13 and 14.....................................112 
23a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 16 and 17 .........................................121 
23b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 16 and 17.....................................122 
24 Aerial View of Survey Segments 18, 19, and 20.............................................................124 
25a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 18 ......................................................129 
25b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 18 ..................................................130 
26 Architectural Artifacts at the Reed-Elliot Site .................................................................135 
27a Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Reed-Elliot Site .................................................136 
27b Late Historic Ceramics and Glass at the Reed-Elliot Site ...............................................137 
28a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 19 ......................................................140 
28b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 19 ..................................................141 
29a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 20 ......................................................144 
29b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 20 ..................................................145



 v

LIST OF FIGURES (continued) 
 
Figure Page 
 
30a Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Bowman 2 Site ..................................................151 
30b Late Historic Ceramics and Glass Artifacts at the Bowman 2 Site .................................152 
31 Architectural Artifacts at the Bowman 2 Site ..................................................................153 
32 1837 Map of Peter Bowman Sr. Estate Settlement..........................................................154 
33 1937 Aerial Photograph of Hyetts Corner Road to the West of Scott Run .....................156 
34 Aerial View of Survey Segments 21-25 ..........................................................................157 
35a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 21 and 22 .........................................159 
35b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 21 and 22.....................................160 
36 Architectural Artifacts at the Bowman 1 Site ..................................................................168 
37a Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Bowman 1 Site ..................................................170 
37b Late Historic Ceramic and Glass Artifacts at the Bowman 1 Site...................................171 
38a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 23, 24, and 25 ..................................175 
38b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 23, 24, and 25..............................176 
39 Test Unit 24-2 Profile, Bowman 3 Site............................................................................178 
40 Test Unit 24-3 Profile, Bowman 3 Site............................................................................180 
41 Test Unit 24-4 Profile, Bowman 3 Site............................................................................181 
42a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 26 and 27 .........................................188 
42b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 26 and 27.....................................189 
43 Aerial View of Survey Segments 27, 28, 29, and 30.......................................................192 
44a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 28 ......................................................196 
44b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segment 28 ..................................................197 
45 Early Historic Ceramic Artifacts at the Elkins Site .........................................................202 
46 Architectural Artifacts at Locus A of the Elkins Site ......................................................204 
47 1937 Historic Aerial Photograph of the Elkins Site and Van Allen Site Vicinity...........207 
48 Aerial View of Survey Segments 29 and 30....................................................................208 
49a Historic Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 29 and 30 .........................................210 
49b Prehistoric Artifact Distribution in Survey Segments 29 and 30.....................................211 
 
 
 



 vi

LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table Page 
 
 1 Phase I Survey Methods and Results .................................................................................31 
 2 Segment 2-Artifact Summary ............................................................................................36 
 3 Segments 3 and 4-Artifact Summary.................................................................................38 
 4 Segment 6-Artifact Summary ............................................................................................46 
 5 Segment 7-Artifact Summary ............................................................................................57 
 6 Segment 8-Artifact Summary ............................................................................................64 
 7 Segment 9-Artifact Summary ............................................................................................70 
 8 Segment 11-Artifact Summary ..........................................................................................90 
 9 Segment 12-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................107 
10 Segments 13 and 14-Artifact Summary...........................................................................113 
11 Segment 16-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................123 
12 Segment 17-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................125 
13 Segment 18-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................131 
14 Segment 19-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................142 
15 Segment 20-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................148 
16 Segment 21-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................161 
17 Segments 22 and 23-Artifact Summary...........................................................................174 
18 Segment 24-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................183 
19 Segment 25-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................190 
20 Segment 27-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................193 
21 Segment 28-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................198 
22 Segment 29-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................212 
23 Segment 30-Artifact Summary ........................................................................................215 
24 Cultural Resources and Recommendations .....................................................................219 
25 Prehistoric Components by Probability Zone ..................................................................226 
26 Historic Components by Probability Zone ......................................................................228 
 
 



 vii

 
LIST OF PHOTOS 

 
Photo Page 
 
 1 Bowman 2 Site (in Segment 20) ........................................................................................27 
 2 Houston-LeCompt Site (in Segment 11) during pedestrian surface survey ......................27 
 3 Tributary drainage in Survey Segment 28 .........................................................................28 
 4 Survey Segment 28 ............................................................................................................28 
 5 Spring Mill Branch Site, selected artifacts ........................................................................40 
 6 Reedy Island Cart Road 4 Site, selected artifacts ..............................................................50 
 7 Churchtown 2 Site, selected artifacts.................................................................................52 
 8 Churchtown 4 and Churchtown 3 Sites, selected artifacts.................................................60 
 9 Churchtown 1 Site, selected artifacts.................................................................................65 
10 Bird-Houston Site, selected artifacts..................................................................................81 
11 Houston-LeCompt Site, selected artifacts........................................................................100 
12 Hobson/LeCompt 1, Emerson, and LeCompt 2 Sites, selected artifacts .........................117 
13 Grade of the Mt. Pleasant to Port Penn Railroad .............................................................118 
14 Reed-Elliot Site and isolated finds, selected artifacts......................................................127 
15 Bowman 2 Site and isolated finds, selected artifacts.......................................................146 
16 Bowman 1 Site showing the excavation of shovel tests ..................................................158 
17 Bowman 1 Site showing a possible building foundation.................................................158 
18 Bowman 1 and Bowman 3 Sites and isolated finds, selected artifacts ............................169 
19 Bowman 3 Site, Test Unit 24-2 profile............................................................................179 
20 Bowman 3 Site, Test Unit 24-4 profile............................................................................179 
21 Elkins Site and isolated finds, selected artifacts ..............................................................194 
22 View of the Elkins Site Locus A......................................................................................203 
23 Elkins Site Locus A .........................................................................................................203 
24 Van Allen Site and isolated finds, selected artifacts........................................................213 
 
 



 viii

 PREPARERS 
 
 
 

  
Authors: 

 
 

 Melissa Diamanti, Ph.D. 
 Conran A. Hay, Ph.D. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 
 

 Archaeological & Historical Consultants, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
 

   
 Delaware Department of Transportation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2011 




