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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Richard Grubb & Associates (RGA) conducted a Phase I (identification-level) archaeological survey
(hereafter Phase I archaeological survey) within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the
proposed U.S. Route 301 Levels Road Mitigation Site in St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County,
Delaware. The Phase I archaeological survey was required as part of the implementation of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) developed between the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT), Delaware State Historic Preservation
Office (DESHPO), and Maryland Historical Trust (MHT). This survey was completed in two parts
and in accordance with the Phase IA archaeological survey scope of work (SOW) dated May 28,
2008 (Notice to Proceed provided by DelDOT on September 2, 2008) and the Phase IB
archaeological survey SOW dated August 5, 2009 (Notice to Proceed provided by DelDOT on
September 17, 2009).

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) proposes to use an approximately 123-acre
tract of farmland west of Middletown as a soil borrow source for the U.S. Route 301 project, and
subsequently as a detention basin. The Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes all portions of the
tract. The APE lies near the western limits of the preferred U.S. Route 301, Green Alternative
(North Option) in Delaware. U.S. Route 301 is a proposed four-lane toll highway that will extend
approximately 17.5 miles from near the Maryland-Delaware border to State Route (SR) 1, just south
of the SR 1 Bridge over the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal.

The objective of this Phase I archaeological survey was to identify potentially significant
archaeological resources within the APE, if present. The SOW for the Phase I archaeological survey
combined Phase IA background research, a geomorphological assessment, consultation with
interested parties, a pedestrian reconnaissance, assessment of prehistoric and historic resources
potential, preparation of a stratified testing strategy for subsequent Phase IB archaeological
fieldwork, Phase IB archaeological fieldwork, artifact analysis, and preparation of a combined Phase
I report with management recommendations.

Background research included an examination of deeds, probate records, family records and
correspondence, historic maps, atlases, county and local histories, site forms and survey reports on
file with the DelDOT, DESHPO, and MHT, and interviews with informants. As a result, portions
of the APE were considered to have high potential for both historic and prehistoric archaeological
resources. High potential for prehistoric resources was based on environmental factors, including
the proximity of streams, upland topographic settings, and well-drained soils. The APE lies in the
headwaters of the Bohemia River. Based on background research, including historic land use and
map research, the potential for historic archaeological resources was also considered high in two
portions of the APE. These areas were in the vicinity of a structure on the 1849 Rea and Price Map
within the Rumsey and Polk Farmsteads, and at the location of a historic farm lane crossroads.

The Phase IA pedestrian reconnaissance was conducted in October and November of 2008, to
examine current land use patterns in the APE, locate any structural remains, and assess
archaeological potential within the APE. A geoarchaeological investigation was conducted in
December 2008 to characterize the landforms and soil characteristics of the APE and determine the
potential for deeply buried archaeological deposits. The APE is undisturbed except by an
unimproved farm lane and agricultural activities. The geoarchaeological investigation concluded that
the upland portions of the APE in proximity to streams had high potential for prehistoric
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archaeological resources within the upper portions of the soil column and the Holocene alluvium
floodplain portions had low potential. No structural remains were noted within the APE.

Based on the results of the Phase IA archaeological survey, RGA recommended a Phase IB
archaeological survey of approximately 121 archaeologically sensitive acres, or 98 percent of the
APE. Approximately 2.02 acres fell within Holocene alluvial floodplains of the tributaries of Sandy
Branch and were considered to have low potential for archaeological resources.

Phase IB archaeological fieldwork included a pedestrian survey of approximately 82.29 acres of
plowed and disked agricultural fields; metal detector survey of 34.61 acres; excavation of 291 shovel
test pits within wooded areas, sampled portions of agricultural fields, and areas of high artifact
concentrations; and excavation of seven, one-meter square excavation units.

The survey resulted in the recovery of 160 prehistoric and 2,090 historic artifacts, and the
identification of five archaeological sites and one historic locus. Sites with prehistoric components
include Levels Road Area 2/3 Prehistoric site (CRS # N14493, Site # 7NC-F-113), Levels Road
Area 4 Prehistoric site 1 (CRS # N14494, Site # 7NC-F-114), Levels Road Area 4 Prehistoric site 2
(CRS # N14495, Site # 7NC-F-115), and Levels Road Area 11/14 Prehistoric site (CRS # N14496,
Site # 7NC-F-116). The Area 7/12 Brick Locus near the historic crossroads is considered part of
the U.S. 301 Section 2 Rumsey Prehistoric/Historic site (CRS # N14501, Site # 7NC-F-121). The
location of the Rumsey/Polk Tenant/Prehistoric site (CRS # N14492, Site # 7NC-F-112)
corresponds with the “W. Polk” structure depicted on the 1849 Samuel M. Rea and Jacob Price,
Map of New Castle County, DE. This site contained both an eighteenth-nineteenth century and a
prehistoric component.

In consultation with DelDOT and DESHPO, a Phase II (evaluation-level) archaeological survey was
recommended for the Rumsey/Polk Tenant/Prehistoric site to determine its eligibility for the
National Register of Historic Places. The Area 7/12 Brick Locus, will be patrt of a Phase II
archaeological survey of the U.S. 301 Section 2 Rumsey Historic/Prehistoric site (CRS # N14501,
Site # 7NC-F-121). The Levels Road Area 2/3 Prehistoric site (CRS # N14493, Site # 7NC-F-113),
Levels Road Area 4 Prehistoric site 1 (CRS # N14494, Site # 7NC-F-114), Levels Road Area 4
Prehistoric site 2 (CRS # N14495, Site # 7NC-F-115), and Levels Road Area 11/14 Prehistoric site
(CRS # N14490, Site # TNC-F-116) were considered to have limited new information potential and
therefore recommended not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. In consultation
with DelDOT and DESHPO, no further archaeological surveys are recommended for those sites.
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