THIRD TIME'S THE CHARM.

WELL CONSTRUCTION AT HOUSTON-LECOMPT SITE WITHIN ROUTE 301 CORRIDOR,
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE

The earliest known occupants of the Houston-LeCompt site (/NC-F-139) were members of the Jacob Houston family in the Archaeological excavations were completed at the site in the summer of 2012 by Dovetail Cultural Resource Group. Part of
late 1700s. Upon Jacob’s death in 1792, his widow Mary inherited the land. She and her four children—James, Jacob, the larger Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) Route 301 project, the dig focused on the Houston homestead.
George, and a daughter, Mary—lived on the parcel for the next 20 years, with her son James running the farm until his Over 300 features were uncovered during the three-month field session, including a stone-lined cellar, a wood-lined root
passing in 1849. The 130-acre farm became tenant occupied until the late-nineteenth century, when members of the cellar, a possible stable, a smokehouse, roasting pits, many fence lines, and three wells. Amazingly, all features were filled
Houston family once again took ownership of the parcel. This area remained the center of farm life until the 1930s. and capped upon disuse, resulting in pristine preservation.

The oldest well, the furthest from the main house, was
used by Jacob and Mary Houston in the late-eighteenth
century. The corner posts of this box-framed well were
formed of white oak while the side and base planks
were made from southern yellow pine.
Some framing members still retain
their original fastening pegs.
This well was only used for a
few decades, likely

Shaft of the 1870s well.
Note the barrel base.

By the 1870s,
the original Houston
log house was referred
to as an “old wood
dwelling”, and a new
frame building was erected on the site of the original
rendered impractical home. To accompany this update, the second well was
due to its excessive | infilled and a new well was constructed. This new
sl AR 2% , distance from the ® - J edifice, just east of the second well, was the ultimate
< Houston-LeCompt. house. It was filled | in recycling. An old yellow pine wood barrel was used
in around 1800. | as the base of the well shaft in lieu of a box frame, and
the upper shaft was formed of hand-made brick
salvaged from the original Houston house cellar
before demolition

Oldest well at the Houston-LeCompt
site (top) and a schematic of a
box frame (right).
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Learning from their mistake, the
Houston’s constructed their second
well much closer to their dwelling.
Also a box-frame system, the white
oak corner posts were cleaved and
pinned. A 4-inch thick wood base
slab functioned as a filter to help
keep the sandy soil out of the
water. Lime, found all
around the well,
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The sturdy form of the brick-lined well,
the third on the site, provided
accessible water for 60 years. When
the later dwelling was demolished in
the 1930s to make way for additional
crop land, the occupants turned to the
third well as a convenient spot for
architectural refuse.

Dovetail retained 14 wood samples from
the wells for analysis and preservation.
Some of the fragments have been used
for speciation and dendrochronology, but

was used to most pieces have been kept for curation. e (48 A;C,Z"fj;t“’“’lf’e:fj’;j s i Pressed roofing tin,
) _ | y ills the well shaft | . S5ad i SR _ o
h9|p punfy the ~'T»"-;§';__ A cow mandible found in ‘ (top); Detail of ; &) orelt o k w CUt Stone! and Other
. | . brick lining p§ % pies e | Ut S el | i
deposits. e The wood is cleaned by hand weekly right) |3 : Ll materials packed

box (top and left). and re-submerged in clean water in
specially designed tubs awaiting curation
and conservation.

the upper stratum,
thus preserving the
well remains below.
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Eighteenth-century personal adornments found at the

Houston Le-Compt site.
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