INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to describe the results of a cultural resources
planning study of the proposed Route 13 Relief Route (Figure 1). The study was
under taken by the Center for Archaeological Research, Department of
Anthropology, University of Delaware, under the direction of Jay F. Custer,
Principal Investigator, and Patricia Jehle, Assistant Investigator. Archaeological
research was requested by the Delaware Department of Transportation to provide
project planning information. The specific goals of the project were to identify
zones within the proposed 40 mile long by 7 mile wide corridor that were likely 10
contain significant prehistoric archaeological resources, historic archaeological
resources, and historic standing structures. The project did not-seek to determine
the significance of any individual site or structure. Rather, it sought to outline the
potential cultural resources that may be encountered in various sections of the
proposed project area. Further survey work will be necessary to determine the
impact of proposed individual alignments on specific sites and to determine these
sites' eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. No specific
fieldwork was carried out as part of this study. Existing data listed by the
Nelaware Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation were utilized along
with a series of previously tested predictive models for archaeological site
locations.

The report is organized into four sections. The first section provides a
description of the study area and briefly reviews the regional prehistory and
history. The second section presents the existing data base on archaeological site
locations and standing structure inventories. Also, a discussion of the cultural
context of the known sites and the quality of the existing data is provided. The
third section describes the application of predictive models to planning studies,

discusses the various predictive models used in this study, and presents the results



of their application to the project study area. Also, applications of LANSAT

satellite data to the development of the prehistoric predictive model are discussed.
The fourth and final section discusses the potential significance of the known sites
in the project area and the potential significant sites that may yet be encountered
based on the applications of the predictive models. A series of sensitivity zones
based on potential occurrence of significant sites is also presented and described
along with recommended cultural resource management strategies, The final three
sections of this report also include a series of small scale maps showing locations
of known sites, predicted site locations, and sensitivity zones.
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