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E HAME . T
C O VIN
0ld Christ Church R

ANO/OR HISTORC:

| _"0ld Lightwood"

f?. LGCATION

STREZT AND MIIMNER:
|_Junction of County Roads #465_and 465A, on S bank of thipmans Pond

CI1TY O YOwN:

Lauxel, Delaware
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| Delawaxe __ o }] 20 | Sussex 005
3. CLASSIFICATION

CLASS
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SEE
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CONDITION s —_——
{Check One) {Check One)
s £ Alrered B Unatizred [} Moves S0 Originel Sive
DESCAMBE THE PRESENT anD SEiGwaL (il Preem) PHYSIC AL ABPEARANCE

This church in the northern part of Stepney Parish was closely
patterned after the molher church at Green Hill, Maryland. The chiet
difference is that the Stepney church is built of brick, while Christ
Church is built of wood, and so well built of fine-grained, resinous
heart-of-pine planks that it is still in sound and excellent condition
It stands on a slight rise besidc Chipman's Pond whose waters enterx
Broad Creek and eventually flow into the Nanticoke.
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Only the white window sashes are painted. The rest of the
structure has weathered to the rich golden brown of old pine needles.
1t seems a natural outgrowth from the pine woods behind it. The
interior also is entirely unpainted save for the white window sashes.
The wood has taken on a gratifying colour from age.

i
<
H
H
)

B

The windows are protected by solid plank shutters, which axe
fastened and locked with a unique hand wrought-iron "I'-iron locked

with a wedge on the inside uf the building.
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The tall panelled pulpit, with a sovading-board and thc clerk's
reading-~desk below and in front of it, stands in the tyacditional
: place, against the north wall, mid-way the length of the churxch. At
: the east end of the church, the altar is a plain table; the railing
that surrcunds 3t has sicnder turned spindles.

At the west end is the slaves' gallery, reached by a stair in the
northwest corner. All the pews are of high-backed, square box type with
doors, each pew largé enough for a whole family; backs, doors and sidcf
of the pews are all panelled. The wooden ceiling is a rather flattened
barrel vault, '~ )

L2 Y LSN

; Altogether, the church as it stands today is a striking exanple ;
of eighteenth-century native workmanship successfully adapting [~
Gedré¢ian ecclesiastical tradition and precedent to a worthy expression .
in wood, the prevalent and only available building material of the ;
region.
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l PERIOD ((hack One o1 More az Approprinte)

{3 Pre-Columbian
3 15th Century

{3 Yok Ceniury
1 Mt Cenmory

B 18 Century

T 19tk Cenrury

(3 70tk Cenrory

SPECIFIC DATEIS: (If Applicebln and Mrows) Paid fOT Scptember 1772

A.D.
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[ Prehisteric
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Agriculvre
Archircture
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Commerce
Communications
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0oooed
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{1 Engineenng

3 laduztty

] trveaticn

O Leondscape
Architectuce

(O Lirerature

] milivary

3 ®usie
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{33 Political
30 Religior?Phi.
losophy
(] Scicaze
O} Scolprre
) $ovs0) Hurman-
itorion
Theater

1
! Tronspertnrion

"} Urkan Flenaing
{1 Other (Specify)

ISTATEMENTY OF S1GNIFICANCE

: Christ Church, Broad Creek Hundred, was built in 1770 (finisheu

1772) as a Chapel of Ease of Stepney Parish in Maryland. Before the .
Revolutionary War, all th2 Church of England parishes in the American ;ll-
Colones were part of the Diocese of Lon-ion. When a parish had such
wide-extended territorial boundaries that many of the members found i
4 it difficult, at vimes well-nigh inpossible, to attend the parish |
church, it was not unusual to build a "Chapel of Ease" in a neighbour-
hocd to accommodate the more distant parishioners. The Chapel of
Ease continued und¢r the same Rector as the parish church.

B Stepney Parish was originally bounded on the north and west by
the Nanticoke River and on the south and east by the Wicomoco River.
The land whereon Christ Church Broad Creck, now stands was claired
by Maryland until 1775,

INSTRUCTIONS

Amongst the treasured heirlooms of Christ Church -are two old
silver chalices. Alsc, there are two ancient powter alms basons and
a pewtcr paten. The pewterer was Gleason. A Bible, said to have
been presented by QQueen Charlotte has disappearcd.

SEE

Foux Governors of Delaware have been memberxrs or communicants at
01d Christ Church, Broad Creek; Governor (General) Nathaniel Mitchel,
1805-1808; Governor William B. Cooper, 1841-1845; Governor William H.
Ross, 18531-1855; and our recent two tevm Governor, Elbert N. Carvel.
Governor Nathaniel Mitchel is buried here.

Christ Church is in the charge of the Rector of St. Philip's
Church, Laurel. Several special services each year are held in the
0ld church and people come from long distances to attend then.
Regulax services have been discontinued since 1850. Cherished family
associations with the 0id church assure care of the building by
staunch friends, many of whom now live at a distance.
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Dr. E. Bexkeley Tompkins
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; UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

: RATIONAL PARK SEMVICE Dzlaware

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counry
Susse::

PROPERTY PHCTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

STATE

Raa il PN

(Type all entries - attacl: to or enclose with photodraph)

[E. - wame

cormon:  U1d Christ Church

anplor HisTORie. 1014 Lightwood"

[2. Locatio:

PTREET AND NUMBER:

Junction of County Roads #465 and 465A, on S. bank of Chipmans Pond
IKITY OR TOWH:

Laurel

fryaves COoODE COUNTY: cooe
*| Delawvare 10 Sussex 005
B PHOTO REFERENCE .
frovo creDIT: Robert J. Bennett
koavre OF PHoYTO:  April 1971

MPGATIVE FILED AT:

v 4 Mx, Rohext J. Banpett, Bradgeyille, Delzware
|4‘ DENTIFICATION

DESCKRIBE VIEW, OIRETTION, ETC
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Bxterior view facing northeast.
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UNITED STATZS DCPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 3TATC
NATIONAL FARK SERVICE Delaware

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Sussex
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR MPS ULE ONLY

ENTAY RUMBRER DATE

TOUNTY

(Type all entries - attach to ar enclose with photograph)

R

1. RAME .

sommann: 31d Christ Church

ANG'OR HISTORIC: *"0ld Lightwood"”

2. tocaTion 1

BYRCET AND NuUMBER: T
Junction of County Roads #465 and 465A, on S. bank of Chipmans Pond .
KATY OR TOMAN:

Lauvrel .

rﬂl‘E: ¢obe |CoUNMYY- [X-1=13
Delaware 10 Sussex 5
B. PHOTO REFERENCE

" Ppuoro credi: Robert J. Bennett

*E or ProvTo: Apyil 1971

ECAYIVE FILID A T: ;
Mr. Robert J. Bennett, Bridgeville, Delaware
[ ICENTIFICATION

¥ (DESCRIBE SIEW. NIHECE TION, LTE

c ey RN SR M

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Exterior view facing scuthwest.
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UNITED YTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR sraTe
/ NATIONAL PARY SERVICE Delaware
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY

/ Sussex

i PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR 1PS USE ONLY

; wv (Type all entrics - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY mueen DAve
g Z [ NANE
8 (o] € OMMON: 01d Christ Churxch
5 -— anp’or mitoric: '0ld Lightwood® 3
’g’ - lz. LocaTiON
¥ o THEET AND NUMBER: -

> Junction of County Roads #465 ard_465A, on S. bank of Cui'mans Pond
5 K1ty or YawN: )

2 o Laurel . -

4 - prave: | coor S coot
z V3 Delaware 10 Sussex 005

; z . PHOTO REFERENCE . g
4 -_— Proto cremir Robert J. Bennett

\ ocate or ot April 1971

% w NEGATIVE FILED AT:

7 w Mr. Robert J. Bennett, Bridgeville, Delaware

4 v & _1DENTIFICATION -

: V IOESCRIBE VIEW, DIREC MON. ETC.
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i View of the pulpit and lectern facing northeast,
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Ol Christ Ehifech League

ST. PHILIPS PARISH
BOX 293, LAUREL, DELAWARE, 19956 .

INITIAL

M CoOMMITTER

HONNY W HUTCHINIOM.
CmalRiai

THE WT. REV BROOK J. MOSLEY.
" esrkcro

THU BT, REV. A B McKINSTAY

. ™HE mEY. B W, OROXEY March 1’, 1M

¢ THE REY. V. KUK

THE RIV. 6. W TRUITT

e

e soun . mte ¥r John T Purnell

L e e e cunony Del, Departaent ¢f irchives and

¥ t 1] N:II’! CM.':".IA' Cultural Arfaira
i Dover, Del, 10001 ’

MR W K CRAVES
MR W, MAXOW TERRY
MR CARLTON LOWE

o e oy = REGISTRATION OF OLD CHRIST CHURCH , BROAD CREER,
i AS A HISTORIC BUILDING

uE, WENRT P, CANNON
MR ELWOOD CRIPHAN
MR, DANIEL SHOAT

ke R P Erree b e 1

R ELBENT W, CANYEL Cear Sir;-
oo Awts £ mawiL Further to our recent senversation re the above subject,
uR M L wOOTILN I enclose horewith Ferm 10-300 Kominatisn form, duly filied in. Alee

MISS ANVALINE MITCHENS

: Propesty Map Form,and Property ‘tograph form, alsoj-

! One Zerox cepy of U,S, « logical Survey nap, ma~ .od with the
location of 0ld Chris. Church.

One cepy of The ARCHEOLOG, Vol,XV,Ne.2 (40 luges) which has a
photegrapa (roproducods of the tuilding, plus a gemersl
suamary of the known history of the chureh,

One copy of the cover of The ARCHEOLOG Vel,12 Ne.! eho¥ing &
Pisture of the iuterier of the chureh,

One POST.CARD in coler of the ckurch.
One typed sheet listing some highlighte in the history of
the church.

Ae per eur conversation of Feb,16,1571, will you review this fora
and scesapaning data, and if necded, make corractiona, changes, or
additione, te make 1t conform to your standards, and zend ne a
cepy thereof.

AN S e s s

Thanking you for your past favors. ~nd with

since-r regards, I am
I T
Addrees Reply to

Henry H.Rutthineon,
Bethel, Del,
199314
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State Review B * "yMinutes Page 3 : October 28, 1971

Maritime Museum might be found in Wilnington if a public meeting were
held. Dr. Sommer suggested that we invite Bob Raley arnd the Victorian
Society to hold a fund drive.

Dr. Tompkins read a note from Mrs, Potter saying that she is in
favor of saving the Customs House, if at all possible.

Mr. van Ravenswaay asked why we shouid submit a nomination form
for a project for which there are no funds available, Dr. Tompkins

stated that we would be inconsistent, if this were stressed, bacause

o e A e AT A LT AT T TN 2 dvn enem o s

we have previously submitted many nominations for projects for which

funds were not available. Mr. van Ravenswaay said the fact still remains,

R

there are no funds and they (the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation)
just want us to go on record saying we want the building saved.

Dr. Tompkins said he would indicate in his reply to Mr, Garvey's
letter that it was a complex issue and that there were legitimate bases
for differences of opinion.on various facets of the matter. Mr. Kruse
said he thought the State Review Board's feelings were unanimous in that
the building should be saved, if there were a use found for the building

and funds made available.

A 5 e ATt

In conclusion, Dr. Tompkins said that his report to Mr. Garvey
will mention the complexity of the issue, the realities which nust be
faced, ard will represent all points of view on the matter. The report
will also, as the board desired, call attention to the President's

preservation statement-of last May and to our understanding-that the

PRSI

General Service Administration, the owner of the building, has already
obligated itself to treat the building as if it were presently on the’
National Register.

The next item of business was the review and discussion of the

nomination form prepared for the Old Christ Chuxch located at Laurel. .
e S ———,,

e

NG 7D 0 7270608 A ™o amAamw TT am DOGTAOTDITA M T AN AT T ~T




S T T

) '
j " * Sstate Review Bo{;' Page 4 . y October 28, 1971
“ Mr. Kruse moved that the nomination foxm for the Cld Christ Church be
:i’ accepted. It was seconded by Dr, Sommer and passed unanimously.
I
é The nomination form prepared for Supday School was then reviewed,
5‘ Dr, Scommer moved that the nomination be accepted, seconded by Dr. Munroe,
§ and passed unanimously. i R
? A motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting of
E Septenber 23, 1971, was made by Mr. van Ravenswaay and seconded by
% Dr. Scmmer and passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
/

/ P /'

Rea Wilkie, Secretary
Historic Registrar

1= s VR

RW:pfl

vy en i

AT T

LT

ATITY T T

T N S N A T ~moa rnTe TrTT Aam TNTA M ATITIrA M T AT




T0IA40 NOTILVAYASHNd ISIH d1IYIs A %002/82./640Q

o g

N
T lirond
$Creck

AR BRI g

il
—~ .,

PHUS ljr,d;:o\

PN

i
7
5
!

~ 1
- '31‘ ': . i
Laurel z 1 T
sia 2 epan . H n R
et s 1 | '
.- . M DA

R

o,
<




BEGIN
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Old Christ Church
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
UP-DATE FORM

DELAWARE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE
HALL OF RECORDS

DOVER, DELAWARE 19901
(302) 678-5314

PS

i
N
|

i

1. CRS NO. ASSIGNED: Date:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
CRS no. S=185

A

Quad et
SPO map no, LO- 17

Hundred A o Cacale

By:

2. MAP LOCUS PLOTTED: Date: Simemed 76

3. ORIGINAL SURVEY:

By:;jA)34lif' « MeCho
Date:

4. FIELD CHECKED: Date:  §/22/77

By:JmM + GDMW_M

Comments: Clese cops. Syeelloc V= ool ami
|

Date: By:
Comments:
Date: By:
Comments: -
Date: By:
Comments:
5. NATIONAL REGISTER STATUS (date of determination):
a. ineligible c. nominated
b. eligible d. listedy “/i12/[72
7

6. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW ACTION

a. review no. action
comments

b. review no. action
comments

C. review no. action
comments

7/77-3M
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DlV]S*ON OF raLL OF RECORDS » DOVER » 19am
HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

FICHE TITLE FRAME

e

Date ordered: Camera:

Date filmed: Operator's Signature:

The images on this microfiche are unaltered photocopies of the material
contained in the survey files, Bureau of Archaeclogy and Historic Preservation-
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM

FORM CRS-2

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

DELAWARE BURE AU OF
ARCHAEGCLOGY AND HISTORIC

CRS # -

PRESERVATION SPO map # o-/L-67
HALL GF RECORDS Hundred
DOVER DELAWARE 17901 OOCUMENRT -06/78,/04/7
(302) 736 5685
NAME OF LOCUS: AaCx
<J

STREET LOCATION: (A . 465 . dus 4 B
OWNER'S NAME Doncld T, Loure TEL. #

ADDRESS : Bex et

TYPE OF LOCUS: a) structure v b) district c) archaeological site

d) ather

SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary)
b) cultivated field__v// c) woodtand "

f) other i

a) fallow ¥ieid _
d) scattered buildings _ _e) densely built up

THREATS TO LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary)

a) none known “:jii”b) zoning __ ¢) reees d) developers
e) deterioration f) other o
REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS:
TITLE: #
TITLE: #
TITLE: #

YOUR NAME: c_@a({:qﬂ{ TEL. 3
YOUR ADDRESS:
DATE: ‘7[;2:(:@{

ORGANIZATION (if any) QHAE

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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NULlLv/iadoddd LS1lH HLvLS HA #002/82.60

N RN .= .« ) O

B. SKETCH MAP

Please indicate position sf locus in relatiom
te geographical landmarks such as sireams and
roads.

)

Y. COMHENTS:

Consider the following:

relationship to setting
associated traditions or stories
noteworthy features

comparison with others in area

a o oo
et Nt et e

INDICATE HORTH Y

_J USE BLACK INK ONLY




) Form CRS-1
: CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY . FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
| STRUCTURAL DATA FORM -~
DELAWARE BUREAU OF H CRS # $-5%§73
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC ] Quad
PRESERVATION SPO map # o- 7
HALL OF RECORDS Hundred %‘[ﬂ
DOVEF. DELAWARE 19901 ‘ DOCUMENT -06/78/08/14
(302) 736 - 5685

1. ADORESS OF STRUCTURE : _ AsCx des~
2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE:
a) Overall shapq Q.GQQ,KQ»\I Q,a%mﬂb
stories Sl

bays 2

wings

i b) Structural systeth
c) ' SW

Foundation
materials M

......... -

basement SKETCH PLAN

d) Exterior walls . .
materials HLHMM’V M‘a
color(s) wfore

Roof . ) >
e) Oghape; materials /y»-.dq....--s/éd.h_ ; Wﬁ.ﬁ( sttA mﬁ@.ﬁﬁ_&f{,

cornice

d . - .

cﬁmﬁg; location(s)}/;\/g;&&u.ﬁ; WSE , w Mmﬁa
C v C )

f) Windows 3 en 3
. spacing .
type Back. deolle -l %‘G el
trim o S ).

shutters

g) Door . Ifiﬁ“ﬁ.z, - :
spacing  Atalia,
type 3 pavane f““"“’ el ﬁ‘Zc‘j rve, 7 Awﬂf-—v‘—a
trim :

h}) Porches ) .

) ]lrocation(s) S dedr~ /"‘"&’”‘ :

materials
supports
trim

i) Interior details (if accesaible)

USE BLACK INK ONLY

0972872004 NDF QQTATF HTAT DPTATDIYATTAN ATt~



8.

9.

CONDITION: good / deteriovated

remarks:

INTEGRITY: a) original site _ b) moved

¢} 4if moved, when and from where

d) 1list major alterations and dates (if known}

DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION:

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

RELATED DUTBUILDINGS:

—
a) barn b) carriage house i’%jyggz;ge v/// d) privy

e) shed f) greenhouse g) shop h) gardens
i} icehouse _ j) springhouse k) other
describe: -

BRIEFLY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE.

ASSOCIATIDNS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS:

Primary References: (inciude locaticn nf reference;.

NOTE ANY

CR7200D04 NE O OQTATRE O WTAaAam

DPTATDITIAMT AN
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NES Form 10-900 OMB No 10240018
(Rev. B-86"

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidslines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by markmg‘ x" in the appropnate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ""N/A" for “‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,

and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Chipman Potato House
other names/site number CRS#-5873

2. Location

street & number Road 465, Box 264 7% A not for publication
city, town Laurel x| vicinity
state Delaware code DE county Sussex code_ 0Q5 zip code 19956

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [ﬂ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local ] district 1 N/A  buildings
] public-State L ]site . sites
[ ] public-Federal [_Istructure structures
D object objects
1 NA& Total

Name of related multiple property listing:

Number of contributing resources previously
Sweet Potato Houses of Sussex Countv, Delaware

listed in the National Register

4, State/Federal Agency Certitication

r As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certity that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Nationa! ﬁter of Historic Places and meets the procedural and protessional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my o he pro rty not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sh
SHPo % ﬂ s~ /7 o

Signature of certifying oﬂncnal Date

Division of H:Lstorlcal and Cultural Affairs
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

i Nﬁ\ Date
SRR

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined eligible for the National

Register. [_] See continuation sheet.
_]determined not eligible for the

National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



3. Function or Use

Histeric Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Apriculture/processing, Storage Agriculture/storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

Other: Potato House walls __wood/weatherboard

roof _tin

other _concrete (first floor)

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Chipman Potato House is a large, two story, balloon frame structure
of tall, narrow proportions measuring 24 feet by 36 feet. It was built
in 1913 by Joseph and Ernest Chipman with the help of Alva Hudson of Laurel,
Delaware. It is located two miles northeast of Laurel lying on the east
side of Road 465A and the south side of Road 465. The surrounding environment
consists of cultivated fields of Indian corn, meadows,

and small stands of
trees. Chipman Pond lies directly to the northwest of the site and buildings

in close proximity include the former Chipman Mills, Christ Church, and the
former Joseph Chipman férm house. Additional outbuildings have been removed

or rebuilt (i.e. cart shed into a garage) . Originally the land and outbuildings
of Ernest Chipman adjoined the property on the east and the two parcels
functioned as one large family farm. There is no such unity today, and the
potato house stznds as the only remaining structure (with integrity) which
reflects the former association of Joseph and Ernest Chipman's association.

The farm finally passed from Chipman hands in the 1950s though parts of

the adjoining farm of Ernest Chipman are still inhabited by his daughter

Pauline Carmean. Crops grown on the Chipman Farm during the heyday of the

sweet potato included Indian corn, and produce vegetables such as peas, tomatoes,
and cucumbers as well as cantalopes and strawberries.

The Chipman Potato House stands as an exceptional example of potato house
construction while'representihg a variation on the most frequently encountered
potato house type. The greatest difference is found in the building'é fenestration
which has an unusual total of twelve windows as well as a main entry door
on the front (south) gable end, and a side entry on the east lateral side of the
building. Fenestration is generally limited to doors and windows on only

the gable ends of the building. The main entrance at one time had interior

[ I See continuation sheet



N ]
8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [ ]statewide [ locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ x]A [_]B [JC []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B [ Jc [ ]Jo [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 1913-1937 N/A
Architecture

_ Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Ernest Chipman
Joseph Chipman

_ Alva Hudson
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Chipman Potato House is eligible for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places as an excellent example of an architectural reflection of a
broad historical trend, and as a significant architectural type. The potato
house, as a functional type, relates to the ?elaware Comprehensive Historic Preservation

Plan's study III under the 1880-1940 period and is an example of that plan's

property type 1B reflecting major economic and cultural trends relating to agriculture.
The broad historical pattern to which the potato house is directly linked is
the modernization of agricultural practices in southern Delaware during the
first half of the twentieth century including the emergence of truck fzrming,
the growth of perishable produce crops, and the development of ﬁodern agricultural
marketing. The growth of sweet potato cultivation in southern Delaware was one of the
major manifestations of these changes in agricultural practices and crop choice.
The potato house is the remaining physical evidence of a trend in Sussex County's
agricultural history when the sweet potato was "king".
Sweet potato cultivation dominated the region particularly in the vears

between 1910-1940 and was one of the first crops to benefit from truck farming

and modern agricultural marketing. THe long (eight month) and multi-phased
process of sweet potato production impacted the culture and economy of the rural
community of Sussex County duriﬁg the years of igs prominence as one of the
area's cash crops.

The potato house is significant as an architectural type. It was essential

to the process of sweet potato production in both curing and storage cepacities and

E] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical Reterences

Delaware Agricultural Statistics, Historical Series 1866-1974, Bul. no. 419,
Newark: University of Delaware, Agricultural Experiment Station, 1976.

Hancock, Harold B.
Committee, 1976.

The History of Sussex County, Sussex County Bicentennial

Herman, Bermard and Siders, Rebecca. The Delaware Comprehensive Historic Preservation

Plan, prepared for the Delaware State Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation, 1987.

Oral History Interviews with retired sweet potato farmers of Sussex County, August 1986.
Tapes with the Center for Historic Architecture and Engineering, University of Delaware.

Scharf, Thomas. History of Delaware, 1609-1888, Philadelphia: L.J. Richards & Co., 1888.

|:] See continuation sheet
N revious documentation on file (NPS):
3

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR €7) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
. Elpreviously listed in the National Register DOther State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register E] Federal agency
@ designated a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
.[_Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings |:] University
_ Survey # [_]Other
[j recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property .46 acres (964 square feet)

UTM References

ALL 8 [4]53[1,93 [4.2[6791 2 BL . | Ll ot o e b by ]
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
C I T TR N I S o TN T N N O AR B A N A AT R

Tax Parcel Map #: 2-32-13, 47 |_]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for the site is a rectangle extending ten feet from the roof line
of the building on all sides.

[__]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary is justifiable because this nomination asks for the consideration

of only the potato house. The property with which the potato house is associated

is not included in this nomination and therefore a boundary which encompasses
additional outbuildings/structures is not relevant to this (potato house) nomination.

D See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Judith Quinn

organization Center for Historic Architecture & Engineeringdate Decemher 23, 1987

street & number Urban Affairs, University of Delaware telephone 302-451-2394

city or town Newark state __Delaware zip code _19716
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NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Aporovel Mo 10240018
(8-868)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page 1 CRS#-5873

sliding doors characteristic in potato houses. This doorhas now been

enlarged for tractor access but the sliding doors remain stored in the

building. A second and third (attic) story loading door are also placed on the

front gable end. Rear gable fenestration consists of first, second and third

(attic) story windows. Lateral sides consist of two bays with two windows

on first and second floors on the west elevation, and two second floor windows

over a single window and side entry door on the east elevation. All windows

and doors retain their original hinged shutters/hatches and hardware. In addition,

windows on the lateral sides were originally glazed. Their six over six light

window frames remain stored in the house. Glazed windows are an extraordinary

feature in a potato house.

The building is of balloon frame construction with dimension cut lumber. A
unique element in its structural system is the inclusion of four large samson
posts which carry the major floor joists of second and third floors. These

posts are mill cut posts measuring 6 by 6 (inches) and are capped by a trapezoidal

cushion which in turn supports the overhead beam. Samson posts are generally

found in more massive structures where additional support is required. Joseph

and Ernest Chipman may have been imitating a structural device employed in

their grist mill located just north of the potato house. The use of structural

elements from the mill must remain purely speculative because the Chipman Mills
were destroyed by fire in November, 1986.

The building's original narrow face, milled weatherboards are completely
intact. Four layers of horizontal wood planking sheath the building. Insulating
paper (red rosin) is still visible between the layers while sawdust and straw
are packed around the interior brick chimney.

Like the fenestration, the plan of the Chipman Potato House is unique. The
first and second floors do not follow the characteristic center aisle plan.
Instead, intersecting partitions divided each (first and second) floors into
four quadrants.

Each quadrant contained at least three storage bins.

Nailing patterns on overhead beams and floor boards indicate original placement
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of the bins. A two and one half foot walk space on the inside perimeter of the
building provided easy access to all bins. This plan is similar to that found
in the Phillips Potato House (CRS# 6786)

The attic story was converted into a third functional storage floor.

Its plan is a center aisle plan. The slated bins are intact. Eleven bins
flank the west side of the aisle and ten flank the east side. They are narrow
and rise to ceiling height. One whole identifying tag listing name of renter,
rent charged, and number of bushels stored remains tacked to an attic story
bin post. All the bins in the Chipman Potato House were numbered. Surviving
numbers painted on bin end posts in the attic story establish that the house
originally had fifty bins. The bins generally measure 9 by 3 feet.

The roof is a tin replacment for the original wood shingles. At the time
the roof was replaced the exterior chimney stack was removed. The interior
section of the chimney still stands in the north end of the building.

Originally the building was heated by two stoves. The main stove stood
in the front of the house on the first floor and was connected by a tin stove
pipe to the chimney in the opposite gable end. A second stove was located beside
the chimney itself and was fired up in very cold weather. One of the original
coal stoves survives in the building.

The Chipman complex is today dispersed. Originally it was the farm of the
Chipman brothers and was run as a family business which included the farm, the
Chipman Mills and a general store. According to Pauline Carmean, surviving
daughter of Ernest Chipman, the potato house was largely the responsibility of

her father though reportedly everyone was quite proud of building.
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was developed as a distinct building type to provide the functional needs

for a successful, saleable sweet potato crop. Potato houses share common

construction elements and are recognizable on the landscape as belonging to

this specific property type. The Chipman Potato House is an excellent example

of the property type retaining elements characteristic of potato house construction
and function. These elements include; multiple siding, tall and narrow
proportions, interior chimney, window hatches, original coal stove, interior
ventilation features, and extant storage bins.

The Chipman Potato House is an extraordinary example of this

architectural type. Its exterior and interior conditions are unusually complete

and intact. The fenestration of the building is unique while the plan and

storage bin placement are likewise unusual. The cast iron stove, wooden bins,

and identifying tags are rare manifestations of the overall function and

production of the potato house. It is an important reflection of dominant

agricultural and cultural trends in southwestern Delaware during the early 1900s,
and an excellent example of architectural and aesthetic variation of the

building type.
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CRS#-6786
First Floor Plan
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First Floor Plan
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Collins Potato House
CRS#-6754
First Flcor Plan




Collins Potato House
CRS#-6754
Second Floor Plan
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