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| VSUMMARY AND'CONCL'USIONS |

" -The area just north of Betts Pond at the location oandges 526and527 along]?mﬁe326nm ;
' Lﬁusbomhasbeenlnngassocmdwnhthsmﬂhngh:swryofﬂ:eMﬂ]sbomwcmty Benjamin
Burton Sr. constructed the first known mill at this location in 1773, Dlmngthccomseofthem
- '100 years the ownership of the mill seat was divided among the Burton fimily., Au 1840 survey map
mdmatesﬂmtherewmtwomxﬂs(agnmﬂlmdasawmﬂl)bcmdonﬂmpmpeny one near
where Bridge 526 is located today and the other near the location of Bridge 527. Denrsciation of
the land value during the late nineteenth century suggests that these mills may have been removed
by that time and that the land was probably idle. However, in 1896, the ownership of the property
was consolidated by one individual, Joseph E. Betts. During the next 10 years, there was a notable
© increase in the land value, suggesting the erection of a new mill 'on the property.” William Warren
. purchased the property during the carly 1920s, and he later constricted yet another gristmill at the
. site in 1929, replacing Betts’s mill, which had been destroyed by fire in 1924. Warren made various.
 other improvements to the property in connection with his milling operations. He built Bridges 526
and 527 during the 1930s; both were designed with wooden gates to regulate the flow of water from . * -
_ BeﬁsPond,whlchpoweredﬂmmﬂIandrcgulatedthepondswatcrleveL Healsoconvutedanoid
~ granary into a residence for his family. . : :

DevelopmentatthemtcrsechonofRoﬂaZGandl?ms cons:sten:wﬁhth:genemlagicumml
-demlopmanofSussexCoumydmngth:latemneteemhmdemiytwennethcentme& According
to the Beers 1868 map; only Route 26. was established ‘by this time as a public road and no
~ development had occurred within the project aree. By 1918, Route 17 had been established,
- intersecting with Route 26 at its present location east of Clarksville, The vicirity of the intersection
at this fime was agrarian with a thinly dispersed population, consistent with much of Sussex County
‘whxchremmnedpnmanlyruralwellmtothctwennethccnun'y '

TthmpmymmoundmandgdSZGmd527eonta1mthesneoftbeWanenMi]1,bmltm1929
_and the last of the Betts Pond mills, and the Warren House, an old granary converted into a dwelling
by the Warren family. The Warren Mill was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in
1978, bangmgmﬁMpnman]ybmenuﬂmmlygambrd-mofedeanMMmlower
- Delaware. However, the mill seat itself is also significant under Criterion A. Itrcpmentsthecm-ly_

’ -twe:madwmtury development of milling operations along Betts Pond, a land use which had been
in practice on the property since at least the 1770s. Apart from its turbine system, the Warren Mill

'is very similar to its predecessors, in that it is a simple woed-frame building with an industrial
process powered by water. Because it is representative in both appearance and practice to its
predecessors, the Warren Mill is significant in that it illustrates the continued twentieth-century
development of gristmilling operations within the Millsboro vicinity, which as its name suggests was
an instrumental part of the local economy as early as the late eighteenth century. Becanse mill seats
involve more than the mills themselves and include other property types such as races, dams, and
grcmanﬂ, resources associated with the development of the Warren Mill are also significant.
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'Ihcrefore, the Warren Mill, Bndges 526 and 527 and the Wa::rm House together consumte a larger
district Wthh meets Criterion A- o . .

mmofmmlogdmmmﬂdmﬁmpmmmmthemmo
remains a distinct possibility. - The 1840 survey map of the property and later less-detailed maps
" show a wood-frame mill at or rlear the present location of the Warren Mill. It is likely that the
present mill wes constructed on the foundations or footprints of previous mills since these
.~ Youndations were already intact and were probably quits usable., Therefore, archaeological deposits
- from earlier mills may be buried beneath the Warren Mill Ninsteenth-century maps also show a
semndmmmﬂ:epmpmylomdﬁnthnrmﬂnmmongamwmmmpo&awﬂiestaﬁm e
on which Bridge 527 is located. The possibility that this stream was the raceway for a second
nineteenth-century mill is further supported by the testimony of property owner Ralph Warren, who
has found heavy timbers and metal fastenings on the banks of the stream. However, it is not known
. whether these ftems are remains of a previous mill, or even if remains of a mill exist at this location.
" To obtain further information on the Betts Pond area would require archacological investigation,
wmchxsbeyondﬂ:escopeofthmarchxtecmmlresomesmdy However,ensungmfonnanonas
presentedinthxsmportpomtstathearchaeologlmlsenmuvnyofﬂleBcﬁsPondm o

The second projectarea,locetedatthennersecnon of R.om 26and 17, mclud&two propertxes_
containing buildings-50 years or older within the project’s area of potential effect: the CJ. Raubacher -
House (8-2478), a four-square-style bouse constructed circa 1918; and two outbuildings which at
. one time may have been part of a larger farm property. The Shore Deal Auto Property (8-9148) is
mmdmlashpwmchcmmnsasmplcmmwmon&story,modﬁame,ﬁomgablebuﬂdmg
thebuﬂdmgwasconsmcwdcxrcalQSOmdhashadmanyotha‘oommercmlus&.asagasstauon,
. restaurant and bar, and liquor store. Neither property possesses significant historical associations
. orarchncctmnlvalues,andnmthcrmcetsNauonalReg:stercntena.

'lhemearchand field survey program und:nzken for this study have been suﬂicicnt 1o accomphsh '

the stated objective of identifying historic properties within the area of potential eﬁ‘ect of proposed
improvements to Bndges 526 and 527 and at the mtersectxon of Routes 26 and 17
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