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r . 'v. st1MMARY ANDCQNCLUSIONS 
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>The area just north of Betts Pond at the location·ofBqes 526 and 527. along ~ 326 near 
· Millsboro bas been long associated with the mjJIing ~ofthcMills~ vicinity.:aenj~I Burton $r. COIlStructed 'Ihe first.Jmown mill at this location in 1773. During the ~ ofthe next 
· ·tpo years the Ownership oftbcmiD seat was divided among the Burton family. An 1~ survey mllp 

indicates tb8t there vm'C two mills (a gristmiIl.and a sawmill) located on tile property. bne·nearI where Bridae 526 is located today and the..near.the 100000onofBridgc 527. Deoreciation of 
tbe land v81iJe during the tate nineteenth c:entary qgesrs that these mills may have been removed 
by that time and that1hc-land was probably idle. However, in 1896, the ownership ofthe property 
was consOlidated by one individual,.Joseph E. Betts. During ~e next 10 years, thme ~ a notable 

· increase in the land value;suggesting the erection ofanew·mijl-on thepropcrty. William Warren 
; pmcbased t!;1c propertydllring the early 19209, aDd he ~ coDStrucied yet ariotberirlstmm at the 

· . site in 1929, ~Iacing Betts's mill,.which bad been destroyed by fire in 1924. w8aeri made varioUs 
.other improvements to the property in conn..mou with his nnlling opemtions: HC builtBerogel> 526 

· and 527 during th,e 19308; both were designed wDh woodengates to regulate tile flow ofW/Itet from • 
· BettS Pond, which powered the mill. and regulated the pond's Water level. He also ~ an old 
· 8ranmY into a residence for his :fiunily. . 

DeveloPment at the intcIsection ofRolltes 26 and 17 WlI!i consisteD:t With the sencnt agricultural 
.development ofSussex Co1m1y during the late nieteemh mi early twentieth centuries. Accrirding 
to the Beers 1868 map; only Route 26. was established'by this time as a publi~toad lIIld no 
develoPmeut had occmred witbin the project area. By 1918, Route 17 had been established, 
intersecting with Route 26 at its present location east ofClmksville. The vicinity ofthe jntersection 
at this 1ime was agrarian with a1hin1y dispc:sed population. consisteIIt with much ofSllSSCX, Co1Dlty 
which remained primarily rural well into the twerJtieth century~ ­

. . . 

The properlySU1IOlmdingB!idges526aDd'S27 coDtainS the site ofthe Wam:n Mill. built in 1929 
and ttJe last ofthe Betts POM mills, lind the Warren Ho~ an old granary converted into a dwelling 

·by the Wam:n fiunily. The Warren Mill was listCd in the. National Register ofHistoric Places in 
1.978. being significant primarily because it is the (lD1y gambrel-roofed mill known to exist in lower 

· _Delaware. However, the mill seat itself is also· significant under·Criterion A. Ii represents the e8rly 
· twentieth-centl:lrY development ofmilling opCratlons along Betts Pond, a !aDd use which had been 

,in practice on the,property Since at least the 17709. Apart from its turbine ~ the Warren Mill 
is very similar to its predecessors, in that it is a simple wood-frame building with ail industrial 
proceSs pOwered by water. BecaUse it is rePresentative in both appearance and practice to its 
predecessors, the·Warren Mill is significant in that it illustrates the continued twentieth-centwy 
development ofgristmilling operations within the Millsboro vicinity, which as its name suggests was 
an instrumental part oflhc local ecoriomy as early as the late eighteenth ccntuly•. Because mill seats 
involve more than the mills themselves and include other property types such as raceS, dams, and 
grailari~ resources 'associated with'the development of the Warren Mill are also signi:fi~t 
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Therefore, the WanmMill. Bridges 526 and 521, ~ the Warren House tog~ ccinstitute a lBtger I 
district which meet.9 C.riterion A. ' .' 

"
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,The ~ ofan:baeological remajm associated with the past mill ~within the district also I 
remain!! a d.istinct pomDility.·11ie 184() survey maP ofthe property and later less~ed maps 

. . show a:WO()(i~fmme mill at or rtear the ~ location 'ofthe Wamm MilL It is likely that the 
present t:nill' was coustrUcted on the foundatioIiS Or. footprints of pre.nous mills sinCe these I 
l'oundatiOIlll were already intact ana wen= probably quite usable. Therefore, archaeological dePosits 

'" .. fromearlierJI!illsmay: be burled bcne:ath the WmrenMilL N'meteenth-centur mapJ $0 show, a I
second mill on thePIOperty located furtberto the westaiong a~ Mi1cit~Ij\:r,;'1i iu Ule·stream "- ~- -"~ ..... 

on wbich Bridge' 527' is located. The p>ssibllity that thiS ,stream was the raceway for a second 
Jlinetecnth.<mu mill is further S1JPP,Oited by the testimony ofpropcrty OwnerRalph Wmen, who I 
bas fuUIId heavy timbers and metal &stenings on1fre banks ofthe streaui. However, it is not known 

. ~~ items are :remains ofaprevi9\JS~' or ~ ifremains ofa mill ~ IIttWs locatiOn. 
, To obtain further iuforrxultion on the Betts Pond aIea wOuld' ~ arcbaeOloSicallIrirestigarion, I 

which is beyond the'scoi'e ofthis arcbitectw:al rcsomce study. H~, existing information as 
presented in this report points to the an:haeologica1 sensitivity ofthe Betts Pond area. . ' I 
The second project _ located anbe iote1'Section ofRouteS 26 8nd 17, includes two properties­

containing buildings'SO years or olderwithinthe project's area ofpotential drect: the CJ. Raubacher
 " 

I:Iouse (8-2478), a four-square-sty1e bouse constructed circa 1918; and two outbuildings which at 
. one time may have been part ofa larger 1ium property.. The Share Deal Auto Property- (8·9148) is, 
an auto dealership which Ql!IlajilS a simple vemaeuIar one-story, wood-:ftame, front-gable building; I 
the btJilding was construCted circa 1930 and has had many other commercial ~ as a gas station. 
reStaurant and bar, and liquor store. Neither property possesses significant historical associations 
or architcctural values, and neither meets ~ational Registeraiteria. J 
The research and field SW"Vey progmm undertaken for this study have been Suflicie:ntto accomplish ' 
the stated objective ofideDtifYing historic properties within the area ofpotential effect ofproposed I 
improvemena to Bridges 526 and 527 and at the intersection ofRoutes 26 and 17. .. . . . I 
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