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(DRAFT)Delaware MUTCD

ÅFederal MUTCD published in Dec. 2009

ÅDE MUTCD committee began meeting 

in Jan. 2010 to establish DE -specific 

guidance

ÅDE MUTCD submitted to Delaware 

Register for public comment in Spring 

2011 
http://regulations.delaware.gov/services/current_issue.shtml

ÅAll presentation materials are DRAFT
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http://regulations.delaware.gov/services/current_issue.shtml


2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

2009 MUTCD and DE MUTCD Format Revisions

ÅParagraphs are 
numbered

ÅGuidance is italicized 

ÅNo more metric

ÅDefinitions relocated to 
Part 1

ÅStandards remain bold

ÅOptions and support remain unformatted

ÅDelaware Revisions in blue with line in margin 
and ñ(DE Revision)ò at beginning of paragraph
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 1A.13 Definitions of Headings, Words, and
Phrases in this Manual

Å Standards are requirements that SHALL be followed unless there is an 

Option

Å DE Standard: Reverted to 2003 MUTCD language allowing engineering 

judgment

Å Guidance is recommended and SHOULD be followed

Å Options MAY be followed and are sometimes modifications to Standards and 

Guidance
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EDIT



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)PART 2 SIGNS

Å2A: General

Å2B: Regulatory Signs, Barricades, and Gates

Å2C: Warning Signs and Object Markers

Å2D: Guide Signs ïConventional Roads

Å2E: Guide Signs ïFreeways and Expressways

Å2F: Toll Road Signs

Å2G: Preferential and Managed Lane Signs

Å2H: General Information Signs

Å2I: General Service Signs

Å2J: Specific Service Signs

Å2K: Tourist -Oriented Directional Signs

Å2L: Changeable Message Signs

Å2M: Recreational and Cultural Interest Area Signs

Å2N: Emergency Management Signing

Section 2A.01 ςSigning for all types of highways 
and private roads open to public travel
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.06 Design of Signs

Å Custom word messages used for special situations that are not readily apparent to 
motorists

Å Non - standard word messages shall match standard shape and color

James St bridge, Newport
Emergency one-lane bridge conversion

Custom regulatory 
plaque to reinforce 
alternating right-of-

way at one-lane bridge
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.10 Sign Colors

ÅDE Guidance: Fluorescent yellow (FY) sheeting 
should be used for overhead warning signs

ÅFluorescent yellow - green (FYG) background 
for all school signs
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Plaque shall be FYG

FY sheeting used on 
overhead Pedestrian 

warning signNCC Industrial Track Greenway, 
BouldenBlvd crossing



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.13 Word Messages 

Å Abbreviations should be minimized

Å Punctuation should not be used

Å Lettering shall be upper - case except for 
names of places, streets, and highways 
(combination upper - case and lower - case)
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Regulatory signs shall 
be black-on-white



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.13 Word Messages

Upper-case / lower-case 
legend now required

OLD NEW
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Å New section; some Options currently in use in DE
ï Increased size

ï Double posting

ï NEW plaque

ï Header panel

ï Warning beacon

ï Stop beacon

Section 2A.15 Enhanced Conspicuity for Standard Signs
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.15 Enhanced Conspicuity for Standard Signs

SR 1 north of Dartmouth Dr

Header panel above 
regulatory sign
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

ÅDE Guidance: 6- ft to 12 - ft lateral offset from 
pavement edge regardless of shoulder width

ïMay be reduced to 2 ft if constrained (e.g., right -of-
way, utilities, sight distance)

Section 2A.16 Standardization of Location& 
Section 2A.19 Lateral Offset 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.16 Standardization of Location& 
Section 2A.19 Lateral Offset 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

Å Sizes shall follow Table 2B - 1

Å Larger sizes for multi -lane roads with a posted speed limit Ó 40 MPH

Å Single Lane size can be used on multi - lane road if same sign is posted on left -hand and 

right -hand side

Å DE Guidance: At intersections of multi - lane and single lane roads, larger sizes should be 

used on all approaches (e.g., YIELD signs)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

US 13 at Paddock Rd / Joe Goldsborough Rd
Intersection of multi-lane and single lane roads

YIELD facing Paddock Rd 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ пуέ Ȅ пуέ Ȅ пуέ YIELD facing US 13 shall

ōŜ пуέ Ȅ пуέ Ȅ пуέ
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

Å DE Guidance: 36ò x 36ò (min.) STOP signs at intersections 
with one or more state -maintained roadway(s) 

Å DE Guidance: 30ò x 30ò STOP signs at intersection of two 
subdivision streets

ÅOn-ramp and off - ramp sign sizes should correspond to 
mainline roadway classification 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

I-95 southbound off-ramps to SR 896

I-95 off-ramp YIELD signs 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ слέ Ȅ слέ Ȅ слέ

OLD

NEW
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