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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Delaware MUTCD

ÅFederal MUTCD published in Dec. 2009

ÅDE MUTCD committee began meeting in 
Jan. 2010 to establish DE -specific 
guidance
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ÅDE MUTCD submitted to Delaware Register and is 
currently available for public comment through 
April 30, 2011 
http://regulations.delaware.gov/register/april2011/proposed/index.shtml#TopOfPage

ÅAll presentation materials are DRAFT



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)2009 MUTCDFormat Revisions

ÅParagraphs are 
numbered

ÅGuidance is italicized 

ÅNo more metric

ÅDefinitions relocated to 
Part 1

ÅStandards remain bold

ÅOptions and Support remain unformatted

ÅDelaware Revisions in blue with line in margin 
and ñ(DE Revision)ò at beginning of paragraph
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 1A.13 Definitions of Headings, Words, and
Phrases in this Manual

Å Standards are requirements that SHALL be followed unless there is an 

Option

Å DE Standard: Reverted to 2003 MUTCD language allowing engineering 

judgment

Å Guidance is recommended and SHOULD be followed

Å Options MAY be followed and are sometimes modifications to Standards and 

Guidance
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)PART 3 MARKINGS

Å3A: General

Å3B: Pavement and Curb Markings

Å3C: Roundabout Markings

Å3D: Markings for Preferential Lanes

Å3E: Markings for Toll Plazas

Å3F: Delineators

Å3G: Colored Pavements

Å3H: Channelizing Devices used for Emphasis of

Pavement Marking Patterns

Å3I: Islands

Å3J: Rumble Strip Markings

Section 3A.01 ςMarkings on highways and on 
private roads open to public travel
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.02 Standardization of Application

ÅMarkings should be installed prior to opening a road

ÅShall be retroreflective

ÅConflicting markings shall be removed or 
obliterated

ÅñBlackoutò tape used to cover conflicting markings only 
if tape is approximately same color as pavement
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.02 Standardization of Application
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I-495 southbound approaching I-95 southbound

Conflicting lane lines 
were obliterated

Existing neutral area 
channelizing lines and 

chevrons were obliterated 
because Exit 5 is open to traffic

RPM lenses were removed 
to avoid conflict with 
temporary lane lines



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.02 Standardization of Application
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SR 141 northbound at Exits 6A and 6B

ά.ƭŀŎƪƻǳǘέ ǘŀǇŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
be used on concrete 

because it does not match 
the pavement color



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.04 Materials

ÅDE Support: 

DelDOT Striping 

Item Usage 

Guidelines 

provides 

guidance on 

materials
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors

ÅYellow, white, red, blue, and purple markings 

only

ÅWhite separates traffic in same direction and 

delineates right edge of road

ÅYellow separates traffic in opposite directions and 

delineates left edge of divided and one - way roads
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors
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US 13 Bus. (Walnut St) at A St, Wilmington

White markings shall be used to 
separate traffic in the same 

direction, not yellow markings



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors

Å DE Guidance: 

ïBlack contrast markings with white edge lines, broken lines, 
and dotted lines along all concrete roads

ïFigure 3A -1A: Interstates, freeways, and expressways

ïFigure 3A -1B: Conventional roads

Å DE Option:

ïFigure 3A -1B may be used for interstates, freeways, and 
expressways based on engineering judgment
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors
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SR 1 southbound approaching Exit 119 (N. Smyrna)

Lane lines on all concrete 
roads should include 

black contrast markings

White-on-black edge lines are no 
longer the preferred application 
due to maintenance concerns; 

follow side-by-side application in 
Figures 3A-1A and 3A-1B



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Section 3A.05 Colors
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Elkton Rd westbound approaching Casho Mill Rd

Leading black contrast broken lane lines 
installed along Elkton Rd to enhance the 

conspicuity of the markings



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

ÅDouble lines indicate crossing and passing 
prohibitions

ÅSolid lines discourage or prohibit crossing

ÅBroken lines delineate lane assignments and 
passing zones

ÅDotted lines (ñskipsò) inform motorists of 
changes in lane conditions

Section 3A.06 Functions, Widths, and Patterns
of Longitudinal Pavement Markings
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Å Wide line ïat least twice normal width

Å DE Guidance: 

ïDouble lines have 6ò separation

ï5ò normal lines along all state-maintained roads

ï10ò wide lines along all state-maintained roads

Å DE Support: Refer to Part 6 for temporary markings 

Section 3A.06 Functions, Widths, and Patterns
of Longitudinal Pavement Markings
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Å Broken lines consist of 10ô lines with 30ô gaps

Å DE Guidance: 

ï3ô lines with 9ô gaps for dotted lines on interstates, freeways, and 

expressways

ï2ô lines with 6ô gaps for dotted lines on conventional roads

ï2ô lines with 2ô gaps for line extensions at roundabouts

Section 3A.06 Functions, Widths, and Patterns
of Longitudinal Pavement Markings
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 3A.05 Colors& Section 3A.06 Functions, Widths, 
and Patterns of Longitudinal Pavement Markings
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I-495 southbound at US 13 (Philadelphia Pk) on-ramps

Solid double white lane line 
installed to prohibit lane 

changes in advance of on-ramp 
from US 13 northbound

Black contrast markings 
enhance conspicuity of white 

markings on concrete pavement



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

ÅTwo - lane, two - way roads follow Figure 3B - 1

ÅSingle solid yellow center lines prohibited on two -
way roads

ÅMulti - lane roads follow Figure 3B - 2

Section 3B.01 Yellow Center Line
Pavement Markings and Warrants
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 3B.01 Yellow Center Line
Pavement Markings and Warrants
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Å DE Standard: Paved roads with traveled way Ó 19ô and ADT Ó 500

Å DE Guidance: 

ï Surface - treated roads with traveled way Ó 19ô and ADT Ó 1,000

ï Engineering judgment where traveled way < 19ô

ï Should not be placed on subdivisions streets unless engineering judgment indicates a need

Å DE Option:

ï Paved roads with traveled way Ó 19ô and ADT < 500 based on engineering judgment

ï Surface -treated roads with traveled way Ó 19ô and ADT < 1,000 based on engineering judgment

Section 3B.01 Yellow Center Line
Pavement Markings and Warrants

22



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 3B.01 Yellow Center Line
Pavement Markings and Warrants
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ÅDE Guidance: Installed 
within median crossovers 
where median width Ó 50ô

ÅDE Option: Installed within 
median crossovers where 
median width Ó 30ô and      
< 50ô based on engineering 
judgment



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Å Used where passing sight 
distance < Table 3B - 1

Å Assumed eye and object 
heights 3.5ô above road

Å Continuous no -passing zone if 
distance between two successive 
zones < 400ô

Å Required on approaches to 
rail crossings

Section 3B.02 No-Passing Zone
Pavement Markings and Warrants
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