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 September 13, 2011 
 
Ms. Therese Fulmer 
800 Bay Road 
PO Box 778 
Dover, DE 19903 
 
Re: Christiana River Bridge Project 
 
Dear Ms. Fulmer: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Delaware Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) about 
information on rare, threatened and endangered species, unique natural communities, and other significant 
natural resources as they relate to the bridge proposed to cross the Christiana River in the Riverfront area of 
Wilmington. 
 
A review of our database indicates that there are currently no records of state-rare or federally listed plants, 
animals or natural communities at this project site.  As a result, at present, this project does not lie within a 
State Natural Heritage Site, nor does it lie within a Delaware National Estuarine Research Reserve which 
are two criteria used to identify “Designated Critical Resource Waters” in the Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) Nationwide Permit General Condition No. 19. A copy of this letter shall be included in any permit 
application or pre-construction notification submitted to the Army Corps of Engineers for activities on this 
property. 
 
Wildlife Refuge 
The Russell W. Peterson Urban Wildlife Refuge has been set aside to provide safe haven for wildlife that 
utilize the Christina River and its environs.  Portions of the wetlands on the refuge have been 
enhanced/reclaimed to benefit native plants and wildlife.  
 
Raised roadways and bridges can cause disturbance to wildlife beyond the limits of the actual ground 
covered by the road itself.  A structure built too close to the refuge will degrade the functions for which the 
refuge was intended and reduce, well beyond the limits of construction, the effective area of the refuge.  
Physical obstruction, road noise, highway runoff, litter and artificial lighting all can create danger and/or 
disturbance to wildlife.  Additionally, putting the refuge in the shadow of a busy highway bridge will 
negatively impact the experience of the visitors to the refuge.  The proposed bridge should be sited as far 
away as is practicable from the wildlife refuge. 
 
DelDOT should coordinate with the owners of the refuge and the Dupont Environmental Education Center 
(Riverfront Development Corporation and Delaware Nature Society, respectively) to minimize impacts to 
the refuge and education center during design and construction.  Designs of the alternatives being 
considered in the Environmental Assessment should take into consideration the importance of maintaining 
visitor access to the refuge and incorporate details regarding refuge access into the Environmental 
Assessment. 
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Fisheries 
The Christina River is the largest tidal tributary in northern New Castle County with important resident and 
migratory anadromous fish species.  The protection of spawning and nursery habitats and migratory 
corridors during the spawning season is important in maintaining these fisheries resources.  It would be best 
to restrict the in-stream work schedule around the spawning season.  For alewife, blueback herring, 
American shad, white perch, and possibly striped bass this would include from March 1 to June 30.   
 
In order to protect migratory corridors for anadromous fish, DelDOT should avoid putting piers in the main 
channel of the river.  If the design chosen for the proposed will require two piers to be in the water, they 
should be located such that that neither pier blocks the main channel.  Additionally, the portion of the 
bridge that spans the river should be kept as high as is practicable above the river’s surface.  If the span is 
too low, shading effects and traffic noise might discourage anadromous fish from passing under, thus 
interrupting the migratory corridor. 
 
 
 
 
We are continually updating our records on Delaware’s rare, threatened and endangered species, unique 
natural communities and other significant natural resources.  If the start of the project is delayed more than 
a year past the date of this letter, please contact us again for the latest information. 
 
Feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions or require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew Bailey 
DelDOT Environmental Review Coordinator 
(302) 735-8677 
(302) 382-4151 cell 
(302) 653-3431 fax 
matthew.bailey@state.de.us 
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