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ABSTRACT
 

The Wilson Slack Agricultural Works Complex, 250 Chestnut Hill Road (Route 
4), Newark, New Castle County, Delaware was the subject of a final cultural 
resource survey. Fieldwork was undertaken by crews of the University of Delaware 
Center for Archaeological Research in 1984. The research was funded by the 
Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT), with the purpose of providing 
compliance information to satisfy Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act in consultation with the State Historic Preversation Officer and 
the Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (BAHP). To satisfy this goal 
a total of 34 measured excavation units, 335 shovel/postholer tests, an Historic 
American Buildings Survey (HABS), and an intensive analysis of archival material 
related to the site were undertaken. Archival research and the artifacts recovered 
from the excavations indicate that the site was occupied from ca. 1845 to 1984. 
From the initial occupation of the site, the occupants were involved in the 
blacksmithing and wheelwrighting business. Business records, consisting of day 
books, account books, and ledger books kept by Alexander Wilson for the period 
1852-1878 and kept by John Wilson or the period 1894-1899 were analyzed and 
allowed a definition of both the business/service area and the catchment area from 
which A. Wilson purchased and sold his goods. This analysis showed that Wilson 
performed services regularly for a clientele within a four and one-half mile radius 
but sold and purchased goods throughout the Middle Atlantic states. Analysis of 
artifact disposal and activity patterns at the site indicated an increasing degree of 
spatial segregation through time related to the growth and expansion of this 
business. In general the artifact content of the site was found not to be 
significantly different from other rural sites previously excavated in northern New 
Castle County. This conclusion has important implications for not only the study 
of sites in New Castle County but also for previously held theoretical assumptions 
in historical archaeology. This conclusion was especially important as the sites 
have obviously experienced very different patterns of artifact deposition and were 
the result of different lifeways according to the archival data. In this specific 
instance of a rural, manufacturing archaeological site, archival data were found to 
be much more informative than the archaeological data at the Wilson-Slack site in 
the socio-economic interpretation of cultural processes operating at the site. No 
further excavations were recommended because the absence of additional intact 
archaeological deposits precluded the site's eligibility for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
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