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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Phase I archaeological survey was conducted by Richard Grubb & Associates (RGA) of Cranbury,
New Jersey, within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed improvements to sidewalks
in the City of New Castle, New Castle County, Delaware. The Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT) is using funds provided by the Federal Highway Administration for this
project. The proposed undertaking will replace existing or install new sidewalks along South Street
between Third and West Seventh Streets, along West Seventh Street between the South and
Washington Street intersections, along Washington Street between West Seventh Street and State
Route 273, and on State Route 273 at its intersection with Washington Street.  Sidewalk
improvements are also proposed on Sixth Street at the intersection of Sixth and South Streets. The
approximate length of the APE is 5,225 feet. The limits of construction for the proposed
undertaking vary from 10 to 15 feet from the edge of the existing roadways. The approximate area
of the APE is 1.2 acres.

The primary objective of the Phase I archaeological survey was to determine the presence or
absence of archaeological sites within the APE. The scope of work included background research,
archaeological fieldwork, artifact processing and analysis, and report production.

Based on the results of the background research, the APE was considered to have a high potential
for prehistoric resources, given the proximity to the Delaware River, the upland topographic setting,
and well-drained soils in the APE. Historic archaeological resource potential was also considered
high due to the long period of occupation for the City of New Castle, the presence of the Stonum
historic property and the New Castle Historic District (both partially within the APE), and
nineteenth century roads and railroads within the APE.

The fieldwork portion of the Phase I archaeological survey was conducted in May of 2010.
Fieldwork included a visual reconnaissance of the APE and the excavation of 35 shovel test pits
(STPs) at 10-meter and judgmental intervals. Several portions of the APE were found to be heavily
disturbed and composed of deep fills.

A total of 588 artifacts were found in fill and surface strata in 32 STPs excavated within the APE,
and all dated from the eatly nineteenth through twentieth centuries. Based on the mixed chronology
of associated artifacts in individual STPs and the poor stratigraphic integrity of the finds, these
artifacts could not be directly related to previously surveyed properties and do not constitute
archaeological sites. No potentially significant archaeological resources were identified. Based on
these results, RGA recommends no further archaeological survey.
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