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SECTION 1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report presents the results of a Phase I archaeological survey for the proposed improvements 
to sidewalks in the City of New Castle, New Castle County, Delaware.  The project is located in the 
southwest portion of New Castle (see Figures 1.1-1.3). Using funds provided by the Federal 
Highway Administration, the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) proposes to 
replace existing or install new sidewalks along South Street between Third and West Seventh Streets, 
along West Seventh Street between the South and Washington Street intersections, along 
Washington Street between West Seventh Street and State Route 273, and on State Route 273 at its 
intersection with Washington Street (see Figure 1.4a-f).  Sidewalk improvements are also proposed 
on Sixth Street at the intersection of Sixth and South Streets.  Because federal funds are being used, 
this Phase I archaeological survey has been conducted in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (36 CFR 800), as amended. Further information about 
these regulations can be obtained from the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation (ACHP) 
website: http://www.achp.gov/106summary.html. All work was performed in accordance with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation (1983) and 
Guidelines for Architectural and Archaeological Surveys in Delaware (DESHPO 1993). This work was 
directed by Sharon D. White, Ph.D., RPA, whose qualifications exceed the requirements of 
36CFR61 (see Appendix A).  
 
The primary purpose of the Phase I archaeological survey is to determine the presence or absence of 
archaeological sites within the Area of Potential Effects (APE).  The scope of work included 
background research, archaeological fieldwork, artifact processing and analysis, and report 
production.  The APE is bisected at West Seventh Street by an unnamed tributary to the Delaware 
River and is bordered by marshland to the southwest. The South Street portion of the APE between 
Third and Fifth Streets is included within the boundaries of the New Castle Historic District, a 
National Historic Landmark (see Figure 1.1). The Washington Street section of the APE contains 
Stonum, a National Historic Landmark and the eighteenth century country house of George Read 
(see Figure 1.1). The APE is bounded by residential, industrial and commercial lots to the south, 
west and north and by a public park to the east.  The approximate area of the APE is 1.2 acres. 
 
Allison Gall performed the background research.  Phase I archaeological fieldwork was conducted 
from May 18 to 19, 2010. David Strohmeier (Crew Chief) supervised fieldwork carried out by 
Adrienne Jarczewski, Jennifer Falchetta, and Tara DosSantos.  Artifacts were catalogued by Brenda 
Springsted, M.A., RPA.  The report was written by Sharon D. White with report graphics created by 
Patricia McEachen.  Paul J. McEachen, Christina Dunn, and Richard Grubb edited this report.  
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Figure 1.2:

U.S.G.S. Map
(from 1993 U.S.G.S. 7.5’ Quadrangle: Wilmington South, DEL-NJ).
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Figure 1.3:

County Map
(from 2006 Alexandria Drafting Co., 

New Castle County, Delaware).
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A Phase IA historic architectural survey concurrently conducted for this project and submitted as a 
separate report (see Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 2010) evaluated several properties within and 
adjacent to the APE (see Figures 1.5 and 1.6).  This survey identified two historic properties within 
the APE that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and designated National Historic 
Landmarks: the New Castle Historic District (CRS# N-349; NR: 12/24/1967, boundary expansion 
11/8/1984; NHL: 12/24/1967) and the circa 1769 Stonum (CRS# N-362; NR: 11/7/1973; NHL: 
11/7/1973), 900 Washington Street (see Figures 1.1 and 1.5).  Additional properties within the APE 
have been previously surveyed.  The Deemer Steel Casting Company/Triton Cotton Mill (CRS# N-
13374), on West Ninth Street at Washington Street, was documented with Historic American 
Engineering Record (HAER) recordation in 1994.  The building has since been demolished and the 
site redeveloped as the Deemer’s Landing apartment community.  Also previously surveyed were the 
rowhouses at 807-809 Washington Street (CRS# N-401).  No recommendation was made regarding 
the eligibility of the two rowhouses, which were built prior to 1868.  
 
1.1 Project Description and the Area of Potential Effects 
 
The APE is defined in 36 CFR 800.16(d) as “the geographic area or areas within which an 
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if 
any such properties exist.  The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale and nature of an 
undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects cause[d] by the undertaking.”  For 
the Phase I archaeological survey, the APE includes all locations where an undertaking may result in 
ground disturbance, shown as the limits of construction (LOC) on project base maps (see Figure 
1.4a-f). 
 
The project includes the replacement of existing sidewalks as well as the replacement of utility poles 
and the installation of new sidewalks along South Street from the intersection of South and Third 
Streets adjacent to Battery Park for a distance of approximately 1,470 feet to approximately 15 feet 
west of the intersection of South Street with West Seventh Street.  Along this section of the project, 
sidewalk improvements are also planned at the intersections of Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and West 
Seventh Streets for a distance of approximately 25 feet east of South Street. At West Seventh Street, 
the project turns west along West Seventh Street and extends for a distance of approximately 1,500 
feet to approximately 140 feet west of the intersection of West Seventh Street with Washington 
Street. At Washington Street the project turns north onto Washington Street and extends for a 
distance of approximately 2,255 feet to the intersection of Washington Street with State Route (SR) 
273.  At SR 273 sidewalk improvements are also planned at the intersection of Washington Street 
and SR 273 that extend for a distance of approximately 80 feet west and 30 feet east along the south 
side of SR 273.  In total, the project extends for approximately 5,225 linear feet with improvements 
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planned for both sides of the roadways. The depth of impacts will be approximately two feet below 
ground surface where sidewalk installation will take place, with greater depth of impacts at proposed 
pole locations. The APE includes those portions of the project within the limits of construction 
from the intersection of South and Third Streets to the intersection of Washington and Tenth 
Streets. The APE ranges in width from 10 to 15 feet from the edge of the existing roadways (see 
Figure 1.4a-f). Based on the results of background research, and in consultation with DelDOT 
Archaeologist David S. Clarke, the portion of the project along Washington Street from Tenth 
Street to SR 273 (approximately 1,270 linear feet) was excluded from archaeological survey due to its 
low probability for historic and prehistoric archaeological resources (see Figure 1.4a-f). 
 



 




