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ABSTRACT

This report details the results of a Phase | identification-level survey conducted by A.D. Marble
& Company of Conshohocken, Pennsylvania for the proposed West Dover Connector project in
Kent County, Delaware. This study was performed for the Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT) on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The
undertaking will be federally funded; therefore, FHWA seeks to comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the implementing regulations
outlined in 36 CFR Part 800. DelDOT proposes the construction of a new roadway (Alternative
5C Modified) through the west side of Dover that will extend Saulsbury Road from the North
Street intersection to the south and connect with New Burton Road and US 13. The need for
development of the roadway stems from persistent and fast-paced growth that contributes to
existing and future traffic congestion on existing roadways and local neighborhoods.

The archaeological Area of Potential Effects (APE) consists of the proposed road corridor and
stormwater management basin areas. It encompasses an approximately 87-acre (35.2-ha) area.
Current conditions in the northern third of the APE consist of inactive agricultural fields and
modern terra-formed surfaces on property north of Puncheon Run owned by General Foods
International. Current conditions in the portion of the APE south of Puncheon Run consist of
agricultural fields, roadway and residential property margins, and wooded areas.

DelDOT and the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DESHPO) generated a sampling
and testing strategy that divided the APE into seven test areas (Test Areas 1 through 7).
Approximately 39.8 acres (16.1 ha) of the corridor APE underwent investigation. A.D. Marble &
Company excavated 69 shovel test pits (STPs) in approximately 6 acres of the APE and
performed pedestrian survey in approximately 33.8 acres of the APE. The Phase | investigation
revealed evidence of precontact and historic occupation of the area. A.D. Marble & Company
recovered 207 artifacts (40 precontact, 167 historic) during the survey.

A.D. Marble & Company identified a portion of a previously recorded precontact archaeological
site, 7K-C-73 (CRS K-470), in Test Area 1. A.D. Marble & Company also identified a historic
site that is represented by historic field scatters in Test Areas 1, 2, 3, and 5 that are likely
associated with historic-era Kesselring Farm property occupations (CRS K-1030). Historic field
scatters were also encountered in Test Areas 6 and 7, but these materials could not be confidently
associated with any particular historic-era farmstead occupation. Test Area 7 also contained two
precontact isolated finds.

It is the opinion of A.D. Marble & Company that the portion of 7K-C-73 in Test Area 1 is a
potentially significant archaeological resource. This area should be avoided by project impacts. If
it cannot be avoided, then Phase Il evaluation of the site is recommended. Conversely, the
historic site identified on the Kesselring property is composed of historic field scatters, and it
does not represent a potentially significant resource. No potentially significant archaeological
resources were encountered elsewhere in the APE. It is the opinion of A.D. Marble & Company
that no additional investigations of the Kesselring property site or areas elsewhere in the APE are
warranted at this time.
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