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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A Phase IB (identification-level) archaeological survey (hereafter Phase IB archaeological survey) 
was conducted within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed 4.5-mile U.S. Route 301 
Mainline Contract 3: southwest of the Maryland/Delaware State Line to North of Levels Road in 
Electoral District 1, Cecil County, Maryland and St. Georges and Appoquinimink Hundreds, and the 
Town of Middletown, New Castle County, Delaware. The Phase IB archaeological survey was 
required as part of the implementation of a Memorandum of Agreement developed between the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT), 
Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DE SHPO), and Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and 
was carried out in accordance with a Scope of Work dated September 16, 2009, and a Notice to 
Proceed issued by DelDOT on September 24, 2009. 
  
The proposed U.S. Route 301 is a new four-lane toll highway that will extend approximately 17.5 
miles from southwest of the Maryland-Delaware State Line to State Route (SR) 1, just south of the 
SR 1 Bridge over the Chesapeake & Delaware (C & D) Canal.  The proposed U.S. Route 301 
Mainline Contract 3 (referred to as Section 3) is the southernmost section of the project that extends 
from near the Maryland/Delaware State Line to North of Levels Road, including approximately 
2,200 linear feet in Cecil County, Maryland. The section is a 4.5-mile alignment that includes the 
proposed construction of a portion of the new four-lane highway; the Levels Road interchange at 
the northern end of Section 3; relocated portions of Warwick Road and Strawberry Lane and 
associated off ramps; concrete barriers; culverts over stream crossings; an earthen berm near the 
Warwick Road off ramp; and approximately 14 potential storm water management facilities. A Park 
and Ride Facility north of Levels Road is also proposed as part of Section 3. The APE includes the 
entire area of proposed construction based on updated project plans received from DelDOT 
archaeologists and reviewed in a meeting on October 21, 2009.  
 
The northern end of the APE is adjacent to and overlaps the eastern limits of the Levels Road 
Mitigation site, a proposed 125-acre stormwater mitigation site and borrow pit. The northern end of 
the APE is adjacent to proposed U.S. Route 301 Section 2, which extends approximately 5.5 miles 
northeast from north of Levels Road to the southern limits of Sections 1 and 4 near Pleasanton. 
Section 1 extends approximately 7.3 miles northeast of Section 2 to just south of the C & D Canal; 
Section 1 extends approximately 6.5 miles northwest of Section 2 to just south of the C & D Canal.   
 
During the Phase IA archaeological survey, the APE was divided into 24 study areas that were 
assessed for their potential to contain prehistoric and historic archaeological resources. Fifteen of 
the study areas were ranked as having moderate to high archaeological potential, and nine were 
considered to have low potential. Phase IB archaeological fieldwork included a pedestrian survey of 
114 acres, and excavation of 528 shovel test pits (STPs) and five excavation units (EUs) within the 
15 archeologically sensitive study areas. No testing was conducted in the nine low sensitivity areas. 
 
The Phase IB fieldwork resulted in the recovery of 614 prehistoric artifacts and 3,105 historic 
artifacts. Six archaeological sites were identified; three sites had prehistoric components, one site had 
historic components, and two sites had both prehistoric and historic components. The sites were 
registered with DE SHPO and MHT as: the Rumsey Tenant Prehistoric/Historic site (CRS # 
N14497, Site # 7NC-F-117); the Polk Tenant site (CRS # N05221, Site # 7NC-F-111); the 
Reynolds Historic/Prehistoric site (CRS # N14498, Site # 7NC-F-118); the Area 8 Prehistoric site 
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(CRS # N14499, Site # 7NC-F-119); the Area 15 Prehistoric site (CRS # N14500, Site # 7NC-F-
120); and the Warwick Prehistoric site (18CE371). In addition, three isolated deposits (loci) of 
prehistoric and historic artifacts were identified that are within the Section 2 Rumsey site (CRS # 
N14501, Site # 7NC-F-121). 
 
Based on the study results, the Area 15 Prehistoric site (CRS # N14500, Site # 7NC-F-120) was 
determined to have limited potential to provide significant new information for local and regional 
prehistory, and no further archaeological investigation is recommended.  
 
The Phase IB archaeological survey concluded that the Rumsey Tenant Prehistoric/Historic site 
(CRS # N14497, Site # 7NC-F-117); the Polk Tenant site (CRS # N05221, Site # 7NC-F-111); the 
Reynolds Historic/Prehistoric site (CRS # N14498, Site # 7NC-F-118); the Area 8 Prehistoric site 
(CRS # N14499, Site # 7NC-F-119); and the Warwick Prehistoric site (18CE371) are potentially 
significant resources, and avoidance of these sites through project re-design is recommended.  If 
avoidance is not feasible, Phase II (evaluation-level) archaeological surveys are recommended to 
determine if the sites meet National Register of Historic Places eligibility criteria. 
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