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ABSTRACT

As part of the larger US 301 roadway project, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
and the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) are sponsoring the US 301 Contract 2C
Armstrong Corner Interchange project. In order to ensure compliance with all applicable federal
and state cultural resource compliance regulations, Phase | archaeological survey investigations
were completed by Skelly and Loy, Inc., between September 7 and 17, 2010.

The proposed US 301 Contract 2C Armstrong Corner Interchange project archaeological
Area of Potential Effects (APE) is located in the Inland Plain of the Coastal Plain physiographic
province and is mapped on the Middletown Delaware 7.5 minute United States Geological Survey
(USGS) topographic quadrangle. The archaeological APE totals approximately 16.3 ha (40.4 ac),
of which 7.3 ha (18.0 ac) is disturbed, 0.1 ha (0.3 ac) is wet, and 4.7 ha (11.5 ac) was previously
tested by Hunter Research, Inc. Skelly and Loy was denied access to 0.1 ha (0.2 ac) by private
landowners and, therefore, was unable to conduct archaeological investigations on these
properties. A total of 5.1 ha (12.7 ac) was subjected to Phase | subsurface archaeological
excavations. The Phase | survey consisted of background review, fieldwork, and artifact analysis.

A total of 340 shovel test pits (STPs) was excavated during the US 301 Contract 2C
Armstrong Corner Phase | survey. The Phase | survey identified one historic/modern isolated find
(Richardson Isolate 1), one pre-contact period isolated find (Ringgold Isolate 2), one historic period
isolated find (Ringgold Isolate 1), two historic period field scatters (J. Armstrong 1 Test Area and
FLZ Test Area), and two historic period sites, the Walker (Hopkins 1881) site (7NC-F-158; CRS# N-
04348) and J. Armstrong 3 site (7NC-F-159; CRS# N-04349). The isolates and historic scatters are
not considered archaeological sites based on the definition used by the Delaware State Historic
Preservation Office, and, therefore, are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).

The Walker (Hopkins 1881) site (7NC-F-158; CRS# N-04348) was defined by an artifact
scatter comprised of 126 small and fragmentary artifacts including milkglass, container glass,
whiteware, porcelain, pearlware, and brick. The J. Armstrong 3 site (7TNC-F-159; CRS# N-04349)
was defined by an artifact scatter of 182 small and fragmentary artifacts including milkglass,
container glass, flat glass, porcelain, whiteware, transitional pearlware-whiteware, wire nails, and
brick. During the Phase | survey, the potential eligibility of both the Walker (Hopkins 1881) site
(7NC-F-158; CRS# N-04348) and the J. Armstrong 3 site (7NC-F-159; CRS# N-04349) could not be
determined; therefore, Phase Il archaeological testing is recommended for both of these sites.
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