
   
ii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
Section  Page 
 
Abstract .................................................................................................................................. i 
List of Figures ........................................................................................................................ iv 
List of Tables ......................................................................................................................... iv 
 
I. INTRODUCTION.............................................................................................................. 1 

 
A. Project Background ............................................................................................ 1 
B. Previous Investigations....................................................................................... 1 
 1. The U.S. Route 301 Project ...................................................................... 1 
 2. Discovery of the Dale Site ........................................................................ 5 

 
II. HISTORIC CONTEXT....................................................................................................... 7 
 A. St. Georges Hundred .......................................................................................... 7 
  1. First Settlement to 1800 ............................................................................ 7 
  2. 1800 to 1940.............................................................................................. 8 
 B. African-Americans in St. Georges Hundred....................................................... 12 
 
III. TECHNICAL APPROACH ................................................................................................. 15 
 A. General Work Plan ............................................................................................. 15 
 B. Archival Research............................................................................................... 15 
 C. Field Investigations............................................................................................. 15 
  1. Geophysical Survey .................................................................................. 16 
  2. Test Unit Excavations ............................................................................... 16 
 D. Laboratory Processing and Analysis .................................................................. 16 
 
IV. FINDINGS....................................................................................................................... 19 
 A. Documentary Research on the Dale Site ............................................................ 19 
 B. Geophysical Survey at the Dale Site .................................................................. 30 
 C. Archaeological Fieldwork at the Dale Site ......................................................... 30 
  1. Test Unit Excavations ............................................................................... 30 
  2. Locus 1 ...................................................................................................... 35 
  3. Locus 2 ...................................................................................................... 40 
  4. Locus 3 ...................................................................................................... 42 
 D. Analysis .............................................................................................................. 44 
  1. Unraveling the History of the Dale Site.................................................... 44 
  2. Life on the Dale Farm ............................................................................... 46 
 
V. ELIGIBILITY RECOMMENDATIONS ................................................................................. 52 

A. National Register Evaluation.............................................................................. 52 
B. Evaluation of the Dale Site ................................................................................. 53 
  1. Applying the Criteria ................................................................................ 53 
  2. Eligibility Recommendations for the Dale Site ........................................ 54 



   
iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 
 

 
Section  Page 
 

  3. Recommended Mitigation Strategy........................................................... 54 
 
REFERENCES CITED ................................................................................................................ 56 
 
APPENDICES 

A. Magnetometer Study of the Dale Site 
B. Methods of Artifact Cataloging and Analysis, Artifact Inventory 



   
iv 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 
 
Figure  Page 
 
1. Location of the Project Area .......................................................................................... 2 
2. Location of the Tested Sites ........................................................................................... 3 
3. Plan of Phase I Surface Collection at the Dale Site ....................................................... 4 
4. Porcelain Doll’s Hand from the Phase I Survey............................................................. 5 
5. Central St. Georges Hundred in 1849 ............................................................................ 9 
6. Central St. Georges Hundred in 1868 ............................................................................ 10 
7. Plat Showing Three Small Tenant Houses .................................................................... 13 
8. Excavating a Test Unit in Locus 1 of the Dale Site ....................................................... 17 
9. Plan of Properties around the Noxon Tenancy, Showing Reedy Island Cart Road ....... 21 
10. Richard Mansfield’s Achmester ..................................................................................... 23 
11. Dale Property in 1868..................................................................................................... 28 
12. Dale’s Methodist Episcopal Church in Middletown in 1885 ......................................... 29 
13. Dale’s AME Church after Relocation ............................................................................ 31 
14. William Dale’s Home on the 1881 Hopkins Map.......................................................... 32 
15. Interpreted Magnetometer Map of the Dale Site............................................................ 33 
16. Plan of Phase II Test Unit Excavations at the Dale Site ................................................ 36 
17. Profile of Test Units 53 and 54 and Feature 4 (Well) in Locus 1 of the Dale Site ........ 37 
18. Augering in Feature 4 (Well) in Locus 1 of the Dale Site ............................................. 38 
19. Small Finds from the Phase II Testing of the Dale Site ................................................. 41 
20. Early Ceramics from the Phase II Testing of the Dale Site............................................ 45 
21. Reconstruction of the Dickson II House ........................................................................ 48 
22. Nineteenth-Century Ceramics from the Phase II Testing of the Dale Site .................... 49 
23. Glass from the Phase II Testing of the Dale Site ........................................................... 50 
 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table  Page 
 
1. Historic Artifacts from the Phase I Survey at the Dale Site ...........................................  
2. Population of St. Georges Hundred by Race, 1800 to 1860........................................... 
3. African-American Churches in St. Georges Hundred.................................................... 
4. Dale Site Chain of Title.................................................................................................. 
5. Partial List of Free African-Americans Employed at Richard Mansfield’s 
 Achmester.......................................................................................................................  
6. Magnetometer Anomalies at the Dale Site.....................................................................  
7. Historic Artifacts from Locus 1 of the Dale Site, Phase II Testing ...............................  
8. Historic Artifacts from Locus 2 of the Dale Site, Phase II Testing................................ 
9. Ceramics from Locus 3 of the Dale Site, Phase II Testing ............................................  
10. Non-Ceramic Historic Artifacts from Locus 3 of the Dale Site, Phase II Testing......... 
11. Animal Bone from the Walmsley Occupation of the William Dickson Site .................  




