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ABSTRACT 
 

 
On behalf of the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT), The Louis Berger Group, 
Inc., has completed Phase II testing of the Dale Site in New Castle County, Delaware. The Dale 
Site (7NC-F-134) contains three separate house sites dating to the 1800 to 1910 period. From 
1854 to 1915 the site belonged to the Rev. Samuel Dale, minister of Dale’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Middletown, and his children. From 1820 to 1846 it belonged to James Mansfield of 
Achmester, and his account book identifies the tenants from 1830 to 1837, African-American 
laborers named Lewis Jones and James Golden. A filled-in well and other features were found at 
the site. Because of the site’s potential to provide important information about free African-
Americans in nineteenth-century Delaware, it was considered eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  
 
The Dale Site will be subject to an adverse effect from the construction of U.S. Route 301 
through the property containing the site. The purpose of the Phase II investigation was to 
determine if the site was eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and the 
site was found to be eligible under Criterion D. Regarding mitigation, the historical record 
associated with the Dale Site has provided more information about African-American life than 
the archaeological record. Historical documents discovered during the investigation have 
provided insight into many aspects of African-American life in St. Georges Hundred, including 
the formation of the free black communities at Armstrong Corner and in nearby Middletown. In 
addition, research associated with the Dale Site revealed numerous accounts of Underground 
Railroad activity in St. Georges Hundred in the decades leading up to Emancipation. For these 
and other reasons, it was decided that rather than pursuing Phase III excavation of the site, the 
mitigation would take the form of a new Historic Context for the archaeology of African-
American life in St. Georges Hundred.  
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