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Figure 4.8. Western Elevation (Schematic), "Tweed's Tavem " (Gutherie-Giacomelli House) (Source: John Milner Arctitects [with annotations by
Hunter Research, Inc.]).
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Figure 4.10. Southem Elevation (Schematic), "Tweed's Tavern " (Gutherie-Giacomelli House)
(Source: John Milner Arctitects [with annotations by Hunter Research, Inc.]).
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Plate 4.3. View of the, Konig-Speicher Log House, Berks County PA. This view
depicts a typical style of mortar chinking that is placed into the interstices and
covered with mortar to further seal the gaps (Source: Historic American Building
Survey, No date).
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The southern end of the house originally sat atop on a
rubble stone basement (the building has since been
removed to a new location). A large arched stone fire-
place support was located slightly off-center on the
basement's southern wall. Although a fireplace and
exterior chimney running to the full height of the
building were observed to be located above this fea-
ture, it was clear from close examination, and from
information provided by Joan McVaugh, that an earli-
er brick chimney had been removed and a concrete
block chimney and fireplace built south of and par-
tially atop the truncated fireplace supports. A few sur-
viving log first floor floor joists and a single hewn
floor joist (running east/west) were observed. The
remaining original first floor joists have been replaced
by modern members. The joists were supported at the
center of their span by a hewn summer beam (running
north /south).

Contained within the body of the composite building
are the exterior walls of a full two story log building
of rough-hewn logs. Limited sections of log wall have
been removed to facilitate the interconnection of the
core building with later additions and the introduction
of modern utilities. However, approximately 80 per-
cent of the original exterior walls survive intact.
Removal of interior wall surfaces during the latest
phase of historic architectural investigations revealed
the use of a V-notched method of log joinery in the
The logs used in this con-
struction were hewn flat on their interior and exterior
Rounded bark-covered sides remain
intact on their upper and lower horizontal surfaces.
The wide interstices between the logs were found to
have been chinked with fieldstone and mortar. On the
original interior wall surfaces, this chinking was coat-

building's construction.

vertical faces.

ed with a smooth layer of stucco. The whole interior
surface of the wall, both logs and chinking, was over
painted with a coat of whitewash.
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Evidence has also been identified to indicate that a
coat of stucco applied over wooden lath historically
covered most of the exterior surfaces of the log sec-
tion of the building. This original layer of stucco has
been removed but in many places the early lath sur-
vives beneath a coat of stucco over wire mesh, applied
in the 1934-50 period. Following the removal of mod-
ern interior wall surfaces on the first floor, a chronol-
ogy of changes to door and window placement was
documented. This chronology seems to correspond to
a historic era modification of the interior that involved
a partitioning of an original single cell first floor plan
into two rooms. This process involved the addition of
a second doorway to the eastern elevation. All of the
early window and door fixtures have been replaced or
removed but sections of original windowsills; door
jams and framing survive in a few locations. Due to
the heavy reconfiguration of the interior, including the
replacement of the original floor, the ceiling and sec-
ond floor joists, it has not been possible to definitive-
ly determine the earliest configuration of the first floor
but all evidence seems to suggest an open plan. On
the second floor, several |9th-century interior parti-
tion walls survive but none appears to be contempora-
neous with the date of original construction.

The potential raising of the house from a one and a
half story to a full two story building was considered
because of a horizontal row of disturbed log members
that was documented in the second floor log wall
matrix. These logs appeared to be ex situ and for the
most part lacked the interstitial chinking which else-
where survives. However, some areas of apparently
intact wall matrix were observed at the same relative
height as those that appeared disturbed and a dendro-
chonological examination of suspect members
showed them to be of approximately the same date as
the rest of the wall fabric.

Selected wood samples were obtained from the logs
and submitted to the Center For Wood Anatomy
Research of the United States Forest Products
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Laboratory. The majority of the logs were identified
as belonging to the "Red Oak group” (Quercus rubra)
although at least one was identified as Tulip Poplar
(Liriodendron tulipifera).

2. Catalog of Spaces, Documenting Historic
Building Fabric

[n this section, each of the spaces within the structure
as it existed in 1999 is systematically described. This
description should be read with close reference to the
figures and plates.

a. Basement (Figures 4.11 and 4.12)
Room B-1

Room B-1 represents the cellar of the earliest portion
of the house (Plate 4.4). The space measures approx-
imately 23' x 18" and contained the building's modern
furnace and fuel oil tanks. A large arched stone sup-
port for the original chimney stack and hearth sur-
vived along the southern wall (Plate 4.5).

Walls

The walls of Room B-1 were constructed of fieldstone
and had been lightly parged although much of this fin-
ish was worn or spalled. The bottom logs of the orig-
inal building's upper walls rested directly on the top
course of the cellar walls. Stones had been removed
from the top of the northern cellar wall near the north-
east corner of the building. These later modifications
(Plate 4.6) appear to have been made in order to pro-
vide access into Crawl Space B-2 and to provide a
space for ductwork added during the construction of
the northern addition. A small niche was visible in the
western wall to the north of Door Bla. Niches such as
this one are found relatively frequently in the base-
ment walls of buildings of this age and it has been

hypothesized that they were used as shelves for lamps
or candles. In spite of these suppositions, no consen-
sus exists for their intended purpose. In this instance
another possible interpretation of this feature is that it
represents a vestigial pocket for a horizontal framing
member associated with a winder or box stair.

Windows

Although currently a window-less space, two window
openings (Windows Blb and Blc) that formerly pro-
vided light to room were observed near the top of the
east wall. The southernmost of these, Window Blb
appears in a historic photograph of Tweed's Tavern to
the left of the concrete block porch deck in Plate 3.6.
The photograph shows the opening prior to infilling
with stone. These openings were centered on each
side of original first floor door openings and topped
by a wooden lintel. No evidence of the sash type was
identified either through first hand inspection or from
detailed examination of historic photographs. Window
Blc, filled in and topped by a wood lintel appears in
Plate 4.7. Windows Blb and Blc would likely have
consisted of a simple casement fixture or, alternative-
ly since these were basement windows, they may have
barred with wood or iron and lacked a sash entirely.

Floors

A concrete floor, poured circa 1976, obscures the orig-
inal dirt floor surface.

Doors

Original access to Room B-1 was achieved through an
exterior "bulkhead" basement entry located on the
building's western wall. This original opening was
reused in the construction of the building's western
addition to provide access between Rooms B-1 and B-
3. Two steps led up from Room B-1 to Room B-3.
Although the doorway had been widened to accom-
modate returns associated with the concrete block
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Gutherie-Giacomelli House (Tweed's Tavern)
CRS-#N-1101, New Castle County, Delaware
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Figure 4.12. First Floor Joist Plan.
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Plate 4.4. View of Room B-1, looking southeast with original chimney supports at cen-
ter of view (Photographer: Dawn Turner, December 1999)[HRI Neg.# 99037/35:11].
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Plate 4.9. View of first floor replacement joists in Room B-1 looking south
(Photographer: Dawn Turner, December 1999)[HRI Neg.# 98039/1:24].
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b. First Floor (Figures 4.13 and 4.14)
Room 101

Room 101 (Plates 4.10-4.14) is part of the original
circa 1795 section of the house and is a component of
the principal tavern space. It is believed to have con-
tained both the tavern "bar cage” and the building's
primary hearth. The historic firebox and its brick
chimneystack were removed in the 1950s and
replaced with the present exterior concrete block
chimney and firebox. The earlier interior fireplace
and chimneystack appear in a historic photograph of
the interior of Room 101 (Plate 3.2).

Floors

Flooring consists of plywood over replacement joists.
The removal of the historic flooring and joists has
eliminated all evidence of the original hearth dimen-
sions and materials of construction.

Walls

Eastern, western and southern walls of Room 101 con-
sist of original log matrix with stone and mortar
chinking. The northern wall of Room 101 consists of
a late 20th-century partition. No evidence of earlier
partition walls were observed although one was likely
put in place at some point in the 19th century at the
time that a second doorway was cut into the building's
eastern wall. Pegs inserted into drilled or augered
holes on the east wall of the building near the south-
eastern corner of this room were probably related
either to the "bar cage" itself or shelving/cabinetry
within the structure. A line on the western wall south
of Window 101a may indicate the location of a built-
in cabinet, closet or cupboard.

Windows

All present window fixtures are modemn replacements
although evidence of their predecessors and relict ear-
lier window openings survive. For example the exist-
ing modern unit, Window 101a, has been installed in
an earlier opening. The wall fabric surrounding the
modern fixture displays notches in the logs immedi-
ately above and below the existing window unit that
were cut to accommodate the butt ends of the vertical
members which framed the historic window jams.
Vertical recesses to the left and right of the existing
window accommodated these members. Widow head-
ers and sills would have been pegged into the now
missing vertical members and would not have left
their own evidence on the surviving wall fabric.

Windows 101b and 101c are modern casement win-
dows that flank the chimneystack. Both windows have
been fitted into larger historic openings. These ecarlier
windows with double hung sashes appear in Plate 3.1.
The wall fabric above and below Windows 101b and
101¢ display the same notches observed with refer-
ence to Window 101a.

Window 101d is modern double hung sash of the same
type as 101a. Like 101a this fixture has been set into a
preexisting window opening but unlike Window 101a
the wall fabric above and below this fixture shows no
evidences of notching. The log member above the
window opening displays empty vestigial peg holes
cut with an auger bit. While these auger holes are
clearly evidence of an earlier window fixture in this
location the lack of notching such as seen as is associ-
ated with the other known original window locations
suggests that the opening in which Window 101d cur-
rently sits represents a historic modification to the
original door and window arrangement.

Evidence of an earlier window location survives to the

north (left) of Window 101d. A partial relict window
opening (Window 101le) is visible in the log wall fab-
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Gutherie-Giacomelli House (Tweed's Tavern)
CRS-#N-1101. New Castle County. Delaware
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Figure 4.13. First Floor Plan.
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Gutherie-Giacomelli House (Tweed's Tavern)
CRS-#N-1101, New Castle County, Delaware
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Figure 4.14 Second Floor Joist Plan.
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Plate 4.10. Interior view of east wall, Rooms 101 and 102. Room 102 at left. Twentieth

century interior room partition at center of view (Photographer: Dawn Turner,
December 1999)[HRI Neg.# 99037/31:1].
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