5.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary

The reconnaissance- and evaluation-level architectural resource survey for the Route 40
improvements Project initially identified 43 historic resources within the project APE. Between
the completion of the February 2003 initia! survey and this report, five resources were razed. Of
the 39 remaining resources, one is recommended as eligible for listing in the NRHP, N-5011 -
the Frech/Sclavos Farmstead. The farmstead, which consists of a farmhouse, stable, tenant
house, and 1.8 ha (4.4 ac) of land, is significant under NRHP Criterion C as an example of a
Craftsman style farmstead complex. The buildings have been altered, but they retain much of
their exterior integrity and character-defining elements. Feeling and association are enhanced
by the associated pastureland, existing fencing, and canopied entrance. It is further
recommended that a second resource, N-3978 — the McKenna House, be added to the
boundary of N-1089 — the James Stewart House, which was listed in the NRHP in 1986.

A summary of all resources surveyed and the NRHP evaluation of each is provided in
Table 1 below.

5.2 Conclusions and Recommendations

The reconnaissance- and evaluation-level survey for the Route 40 Improvements Project
recommended one resource as eligible for listing in the NRHP. A second was recommended for
inclusion within the boundary of an existing NRHP-listed resource. Five other resources within
the APE were previously recommended as eligible for listing or listed in the NRHP: Aiken's
Tavern Historic District, the Hermitage, the Bear Historic District, the James Stewart House, and
Schoolhouse No. 56. Two resources had previously been determined not eligible for listing,
State Bridge Number 363 and Cumberland Farm.

The survey was framed by the historic context developed in the Historic Context and
Master Reference and Summary (Herman ef af, 1989) and numerous other reports and contexts
that have been developed aver the years by DelDOT and the Delaware SHPQO. However,
despite this plethora of background material, reports and standards to evaluate individual
houses (i.e., houses not in suburbs or subdivisions) from the late nineteenth through the first
half of the twentieth century are still limited. The Historic Context and Master Reference and
Summary (Herman et al. 1989) should be revised to cover this time period in greater detail.
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At this time, it is not possible to evaluate the potential effects that the project may have
on NRHP-eligible and NRHP-listed resources. The improvements project is in the planning
stage. Currently, DelDOT is in the process of narrowing alternatives. When the process is
completed, it will be possible to assess impacts.

Original versions of the CRS forms and photographs were forwarded to the SHPO office
with the Febuary 2003 version of this report, and were not reproduced in this report.
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