PHASE | ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY: OFTHE
DIGIOVANNI CONSTRUCTION:STAGING-AREA
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE




MANAGEMENT REPORT

PHASE I ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF:THE
DIGIOVANNI CONSTRUCTIONSTAGING ARE
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, DEEAWARE

PARENT AGREEMENT NO. 729-2 |
3 STATEWIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE PROJE

Prepared by

John-C. Bedell, Ph:D.

06102008 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE

e



Delaware Départtrien
Sec( lon:

106

of ithe:

Four -archacological - sites. previously identified

-Archaeological Reséarch (UDCAR), 7NC-H=92, )
-idéntified in:the project area. None of these: sites-appears:to‘have:
fiiither investigation.
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Phase I Survey
SR 1, DiGiovanni Propetty

1. Introduction

The Cultural Resource Group of Louis Berger and Associates has recently completed.a Phase:1
archaeological survey of the SR 1 corridor on the DiGiovanni property. in-Blackbird-Hundred;
New Castle County. This survey was carried out for the Delaware Department of Transportationi; . -
Division of Highways in compliance with Section 106 of the ‘Historic Preservation:Act.and 6ther
Federal and State historic preservation mandates. This section of SR 1 is part of-the:Pine Trée.
Corners to Smymna segment. Although construction of SR 1 from Pine Tree Cortiers-t6:Smyrna-
is not imminent, DeIDOT proposes to use the DiGiovanni property for stockpiling soil-during:thie:
construction of SR 1 in St. Georges Hundred. Therefore, the cultural resources within -this:
portion of the SR 1 corridor were investigated at this time. i

The DiGiovanni property consists of woods and active agricultural fields surrounding.a staridifig-
nineteenth- or early twentieth-century farm house (Figure 1). The construction staging.activities.
proposed for the DiGiovanni property do not impact the wooded portion of the:propeity;-only:the
fields and the yard of the house. At the time of the survey the fields were planted in-standing:
com. The project area, which measures approximately 30 acres, was bounded on the eastby:US..
13 and on ali other sides by swampy woods. Herring Run cuts across the project area from.north--
to south, dividing the field along US 13, referred to here as the East Field; from-the:fields:t the-
west. Herring Run is a perennial stream that was probably once surrounided by .sibstantial -
wetlands, but it has been channelized and now runs in a deep ditch less than 2 meters-across:
West of Herring Run the house and several outbuildings sit in the largest field, referred-tohes
as the Center Field. A smaller field to the north is largely separated from: the center-field”
woods, and this is referred to here as the North Field.

An archaeological survey of the SR 1 corridor from Pine Tree Comners to Smyina -was:cartiéd

out by UDCAR in 1992. However, there were difficulties in obtainirig access to‘the records for

UDCAR’s work, so the current survey was:planned without-détailed knowledge of their:n g
. and findings. Tt was known that prehistoric sites had been identified:on-the: property

site.forms had:been submitted to-the Delaware SHPO. Detailed records of UDCAR's workiwei

Gbtained-diring the course of this project, and the results. of their work:are :described below.

. EBA’:fieldwork-was- carried  out-between September:an
- wasithe’Project- Manager, John-Bedell' was-the-Pringipal
'Supervisor;: Eafl Proper-was' the:Crew- Chief,-and th
-Bruce Batirey, Joélle: Browhing, David ‘Gilmour; Chris:Mars
;- Cathérine: Skocik, - James-Skocik;:ahd
i by John:Bedell: o

06102008 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE




Phase [ Survey
SR 1, DiGiovanni Property

H.  Historical Background

A brief history of the DiGiovanni property was prepared by architectural historians from Kise,
Franks and Straw as part of their evaluation of the standing house (Kise, Franks and Straw n.d.).
They found that the standing house and outbuildings date to sometime around the tumn of the
century. (Since no structure is shown in this location on the 1906 USGS Dover quad, the date
may be even later.) However, their research showed that the property has a much longer history.
The DiGiovanni property was part of a 180-acre tract acquired by Isaac Ratliffe in 1803, and he
is listed in a tax record from 1806 possessing land, valuables, and slaves worth $467. The area
that is now Blackbird Hundred, then the southem part of Appoquinimink Hundred, developed
much later than the northern part of the hundred because the poorly-drained soil required so
much effort to clear and drain (LeeDecker et al. 1996). Ratliffe may, therefore, have been one
of the first large farmers in the immediate vicinity. An 1819 tax assessment shows two log
buildings on the property, and an inventory of Ratliffe’s estate prepared at the time of his death
in 1827 lists livestock, farming implements, and personal possessions worth more than $2100.
The heir, also called Isaac Ratliffe, was a minor, and 1834 ‘records from the orphan’s court
describe the estate as including a log dwelling, a kitchen, a log granary, a smoke house, a
carriage house, a hog crib and a log stable. Ratliffe died in 1369, and after that date the property
passed into the hands of people who resided elsewhere, so it was presumably let to tenants.

RIS bt e B

Maps from 1849 on show a dwelling on the DiGiovanni property, ascribed to "Ratlif” on the
1849 Rea and Price and 1860 Beers maps and “Beale” on the 1881 Hopkins map. This dwelling
is approximately in the location of the current house, but not quite. Scaling out the Beers and
Hopkins maps places the nineteenth-century dwelling 1200 to 1800 feet west of the highway,
while the current structure is only 800 feet west of the highway. The maps, therefore, place the
Ratliffe/Beale dwelling near the rear of the DiGiovanni property, close to the project boundary.

A T L Ch T

OI. Previous Work

The DiGiovanni Property was surveyed in 1992 by UDCAR as part of their Smyma to Pine Tree
Cormers study (Figures 2 and 3). Most of the project area was surveyed by surface inspection
in December, with ground visibility of 20 to 30 percent. The wooded areas- north and south. of
the project area were surveyed by shovel testing at 40-foot intervals on transects 150 to 250 feet
apart. The yard area around the house was not tested. It is sometimes difficult to reconcile the
field notes with the site forms for this work, since the two sets of-recotds-show the sites in
slightly different locations and indicate different numbers of artifacts found. Since in-most cases
thie site forms:record: fewer artifacts than-the field records; it'-=seem3ﬁl!ikely;that-- somme:objects saved:
by field crew-were discarded in the lab, and therefore:that:the:sité form:counts;are more-accurate.
This-discrepancy creates-a problem- with: the-boundaries. of: sites' in:thi suirface:collected- areas.
All surface finds- were point-plotted on the field maps-as:dots;-and'the:bouridariés:were:drawn
from the-placeiriént-of these dots. When: the-nuriiber of :dots-on’thé: ma
number of finds indicated ‘on-the site form; as it is-for Sites:7TNC-H:92B;7

AR I
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Phase I Survey
SR 1, DiGiovaoni Property

92D, TNC-H-94, and 7NC-H-97B, one has no way of knowing which dots tepresent discarded:
objects and therefore what are the true boundaries of the site, The procedure followed liére:Has.
been to reproduce on Figures 2 and 3 a number of sutface finds equal to the number-indicated
on the site form for the site, but to distribute them so that the boundaries and the distribution-of
finds remain essentially as they were in the field records. ’

During this testing UDCAR investigators identified eleven loci of prehistoric activity, which:were
assigned to four archaeological sites. (The UDCAR field notes describe only loci, so the site
designations must have been decided later.) Five loci became Site 7NC-H-92. Site TNC-H-92A:
was three positive STPs on the south bank of a tributary of Herring Run in the wooded-area:
south of the project area. Site 7NC-H-92B encompassed several surface finds on the west-bank
of Herring Run, in the center field. Site 7NC-H-92C was a single positive shovel-test:and-a
series of surface finds spanning a large area in the southwest comner of the project: aréa; :Site
TNC-H-92D was several surface finds in the center field, overlooking: the junction of Hefring:Rur
and a small drainage. Site 7NC-H-92E is a mystery. The locus is recorded at- the DE*SHPO:as
several surface finds on the west bank of Herring Run, but the field maps.and notes record: no-
artifacts found in this location. Site 7NC-H-93 was two groups of positive STPs on the:east:bank:
of Herring Rux, just north of the project area; a single surface find within the project-areain:the
east field was included in 7NC-H-93A. (Site 7TNC-H-93B was several positive STPs i -
woods northeast of the project area) Site 7NC-H-94 is shown on SHPO maps wi

boundaries. This site drawn in the field notes as encompassing the entire north field. Howeve
finds are indicated in the field notes in only two locations, at the north and south:ends:¢ :
field, as shown in Figures 1 and 2. Site 7NC-R-97 was two groups of surface finds-on
ground east of Herring Run, taking up approximately half of the east field. The farm-coriplex:
was designated TNC-H-96.

IV. Phase I Survey
A. Methods

‘A‘Phase Farchaeological survey must make a good faith effort to locate all'potentially significant
‘archaeblogical resources in the project area. Intensive.survey:of the -entire-project-area:is:not
requited:if: sufficient information is available. to-predict -the likely: locations -of ogica
sites. Asia-result-of the extensive archaeological-work-carried-out Of thg$
.LBA:and*UDCAR, substantial .data-on site-locatioris:is:available

LeéDécker:et-al: 1996). However, bécause-of the;proxin

fie sproject-areasis bounded-cn alimos
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Phiase I'Survey
SR:); DiGigvanni ‘Property

The project area consists almost entirely of:agricultural:fields, a

in com, with a small yard area around the- standing:house: ‘Siirface:

throughout the project area, so the survey was carried out:by:the:excavati

on a measured grid at intervais of no more than 20-meters: Al sho i 1
1“=100' maps supplied by DelDOT. Where artifacts were-found; addltnonalwshove !
excavated at 10-meter intervals. A total of 441 shovel:tésts. weré:excavateé i-idunng_;thed__
project, 280 on the 20-meter grid and 161 at close intervals.

B. Findings

3

1. The Center Field

The Center Field was the largest part of the project area, comprising - -approxime

135.shovel tests were dug in this field on the 20-meter grid (Figures-4- and-5), Thin

both prehistoric and historic artifacts were found throughout -the: fiéld; :and a subst ti
“ concentration of historic artifacts was found in the yard of the: standmg hoi se.. '
- didinotzexactly comrespond to those of UDCAR's surface su:vey, so-it:h |
 to-assign: many finds to the sites and loci established by-UDCAR. :In:brief;:fifids
Liriimédidte-vicinity of the house, extending east to Herring-Run, were;assig
- whilefirids:in‘the fields west and north of the house were assigned:to-7NG:H:

Site 7NC-H-92, the Herring Run West Site

. Shiovel testing: during: the current project confirmed-the-presence of-a prehisto
.. thioighout; most-of .the Cénter Field. This-scatter has.been:identified:
ARf specxﬁcally Ioc1 7NC H 92C 7NC- -92[) and'- N
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Phase | Survey
SR 1, DiGiovanni Property

two others were recovered from STPs 55 and 55¢, 30 meters to the northwest. ‘This concentration
matches one identified by UDCAR, which they included in Site TNC-H-92C.

Northeast of the house, a very thin scatter was identified, 6 artifacts on another sandy-ridge
overlooking a bay/basin and a drainage that runs east toward Herring Run. These finds:included:
a second chert contracting-stemmed point, from STP 60. These atifacts were equated with
UDCAR's Site INC-H-92D.

Also northeast of the house, on lower ground quite close to Herring Run in the northeast corner
of the Center Field, UDCAR had mapped a prehistoric artifact concentration they called:Site
TNC-H-92E. In this location LBA recovered only two prehistoric artifacts, but 40-historic.

Almost all the prehistoric artifacts recovered from Site 7NC-H-92 were jasper, quartz, and-chert
flakes. The only diagnostic artifacts were the two contracting-stemmed points. Two-scrapefs
were found, one in STP 11 and one on the surface near STP 27. All of the artifacts were
recovered from the plowzone except for six flakes, one each from STPs 23, 60, and 64a and three
from STP 38d. The site appears to represent infrequent procurement activity, possibly
concentrated in the early part of the Woodland I period (Late Archaic and Early Woodland). The
site lacks integrity and has little information potential. a ‘

*

The historic artifacts from the site appear to represent field scatter, mainly associated with:the
standing house at TNC-H-96. The few earlier artifacts, specifically one pearlware:sherd -and:one:
pipestem, may derive from the earlier Ratliffe/Beale house, but that house was certainly-not
located within the boundaries of Site 7NC-H-92.

Site 7NC-H-96, the DiGiovanni Site

_ Site TNC-H-96 was the designation given by UDCAR investigators to the standing:farm:complex,

. also- known as N-12810, without carrying out any subsurface testing. They-idéntified:th :

. with-the Ratliffe and Beale house shown on historic maps and described it-on:the site:fort:as:

*agricultural complex, pre-1849." However, the architectural study of the:house:and:utbuildings:

éshowed;;ﬂlat‘they'were constructed:-no earlier than:the turn:of-the.centuty:(Ki ‘Franks:and:
. ‘The main-question-to be answered by the: !

“or, ifrnot; if-there-was-any evideice of its:présénceranywhére: ¢
 arouridxthe house: currently consists of - grassy-yard<south-and: :
 workifigl yardito:the north.and-west. ‘Numigrous' outbuildings are: Jocatediin
 all:twentieth<Gentury: and-all-in- various:stages-of ‘decay. o

o4 shows; a.scatter-of. histotie:arfifacts:Wasifound:t

artifacis:iconsisted-mainly-of ibottle sglas andiw
newaré: ‘One-sherd; of pearlwareiwa re;

¢6710,-2008 DE STATE PRESERVATION CFFICE




Phase I Survey
SR I; DiGiovanni -Property

Center Fleld and one p:pestem was recovered on the surface near, S'I'P 64 The onl

or pipestems were found around the house. The boundanes of sxte =7NC- -9
4and 5 were drawn by LBA to separate the a]most completely luston de 051ts aro

UDCAR 7NC-H-92B, was 'included in 7NC-H-96. Shovel tests within the site boun
458 historic artifacts, 77 percent of the historic artifacts recovered: ‘during: the pmJect and

7 prehistoric artifacts. )

One historic feature was located during the testing, a crude stone foundation firsteficon

in STP 120. The foundation was traced out by probing and sevefal other-shoveél-test

excavated over and around it (Figure 4). This foundation was one. ¢ourse deep, buil
 -stone -and brick, including some yellow conglomerate brick, and pieces-of soft'c
_fouridinearby. The wall was roughly aligned with the current- hotse - ‘and:abg

mieters): long. Very few nails and no window glass were found in:the shovel tests excavat
, -:the wall The {ocation, currently a grassy yard, d1d appear to have been plow

]
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Phase I Survey
SR 1, DiGiovanni Property

numbers of artifacts, but these deposits appeared to contain very recent-objects such:as: odd
beer bottle glass. The site therefore does not have a-high. degree of integrity for:sucha
farm.

The North Field

The Nortth Field is separated from the center field by a drainage that-runs -east: toward: Herfinig-
Run and wooded wetlands associated with it. The North Field measures-approximately,:5-acres.
and was tested with 58 STPs on the 20-meter grid (Figure 4). Only four historic amfac;
recovered in this area. Nineteen prehistoric artifacts were recovered all of which.were:assign

to Site 7NC-H-94 as defined by UDCAR.

Site 7NC-H-94

Site 7NC-1-94 is shown on the SHPO maps without boundaries, but-on UDCAR's:figld:maps:i
encompasses. the entire North Field. However, finds were only reccrded initwo locations;jatith
north and south ends of the field, as shown on Figures 1 and 2. For:convenience these»ar
designated Loci A and B. The most substantial concentration of -prehistoric -materia

by:LBA;, 10-flakes from 7 positive STPs, matches the location of Locus: A'at théznon
the'field. This location is the northern half of a sandy hill;-overlooking: forested-wetlai

north, Artifacts were recovered from sandy soils below- the. plowzonein two:STP

250a. A second amfact concentranon was found 60 meters (200 feet) to th‘ outh:a

F proctnenient actnnty in nearby wetlands and it has very !mle mtegmy or:i

3. Thie East Field
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Phase I Survey
SR |, DiGiovanni Property

on low, poorly drained ground adjacent to Heming Run at the southem end of the fiéld.
According to the site forms, all six of the artifacts recovered here were fire-cracked rock. Locus:
B was much larger, measuring 110 by 140 meters (350 by 450 feet), and the field maps- recotds
16 finds in this area. However, the site form lists only a single flake and six pieces of- fire-

cracked rock.

Nothing was recovered from the shovel tests in the vicinity of Locus A. The soil here was very
mucky and had wetland characteristics, and before the channelizing of Herring Run it must have
been even wetter. It seems an unlikely place for prehistoric occupation.

A fair amount of historic and prehistoric material was recovered near Locus B, in the northern
half of the field. Much of the ground here was higher and sandier than in Locus A, although-a
few artifacts were recovered from wetter ground quite close to Herring Run. Most of the historic
material appears to be a field scatter associated with the standing house at INC-H:96. Thie:one
exception is the 29 pieces of bottle glass recovered from STP 154, which appears to represent
trash dumped along the driveway. : .

The prehistoric finds were divided in field into two groups. On a sandy ridge overlooking
Herring Run, and on the slope down to the stream, 27 prehistoric artifacts were recovered-from
17 positive STPs. All of the artifacts were flakes except for a contracting-stemmed jasper:point
from STP 183. This concentration spans areas included by UDCAR in Site INC:H-97B:dnd
7NC-H-93A, as well as the space between them. Because no gap was noted during:the-curfent
investigation, all of the finds were associated with Site 7NC-H-97. All of the:artifactsswere
recovered from the plowzone except for two flakes that were recovered from a sub-plowzorie
disturbance, probably a rodent burrow, in STP 198. -

A second -artifact concentration was noted in the northeast corner of the field; on a higher:part
of the-same landform. Four artifacts were recovered from STP 212, as well as. 3-from STR:212d
and 2:from STP 212c, the highest prehistoric artifact density encountered-during:the-projéct.
Forty meters to the north, four artifacts were recovered from STP 218:and:two.of its radials,
three of these artifacts from below the plowzone. This concentration has: also-been-designated
Site’7NC-H-97C. This locus is more than 100-meters- (350 feet)-from-Herring: Riin. Howeéver,
thé:DiGiovanni -driveway runs just south of the locus:through a- shallow:driinage that-may-have
been-an intermittent stream before the construction of US 13 cut off areas-to the east.

€. Summary
rojéct area:measured.approxi
.6f‘moderate: potential:for prehist
-field within'120-métefs:of US:13-wa
11770%t01830"period; - and. a-firm~belo
“somewheére: iivthesvicinity. The:entire:project
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Phase [ Survey
SR 1, DiGiovanni Property

required 280 STPs. A total of 441 shovel test pits were .excavated-during:this: project. ‘A
of 118 prehistoric and 592 historic artifacts were recovered:during:the:project.

Almost all of the historic artifacts recovered during the testing;appear-to be-associated: withit
known, 20th-century occupation of the property. Too few -earlier:artifacts: were: found"_ )
earlier Ratliffe/Beale house to have been located in the project-area. T ¢ifew. early.arti
including the single sherd of pearlware, are probably-field scatter-associated:with:a-house ot
the .project area to the west. Because of the recent date of the historic-depasits: and:the irilow
integrity, no further investigation of the historic resources is warranted.

The prehistoric sites all appear to represent procurement activity in the: extensive: surroundir
wetlands. The only diagnostic artifacts recovered were three contracting-stemuiied:po

most common in the Woodland I (Late Archaic and Early Woodland) periods, suggesnn
the-area may have been most intensely used in the 3000 to 500 BC period. Ofithe T
prehistoric artifacts recovered, 106, or 90 percent, were recovered from:plowzone contexts:
Because of the low artifact densities and lack of integrity, no further investigation. of-thé-
prehiistoric resources of the DiGiovanni property is warranted.
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