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ABSTRACT

Survey for cultural resources of selected portions of the
East-West Corridor in Sussex County, Delaware, undertaken in
1991, produced extensive and intensive data on a wide variety of
prehistoric and historical archaeological sites located within
fourteen segments of the proposed corridor. Pedestrian surveys
and limited subsurface testing resulted in the recording of 162
prehistoric and historical archaeological sites with the State
Historic Preservation Office. Study areas that were selected for
examination were considered high probability areas for the
location of archaeological sites; medium and low probability
areas for both prehistoric and historical resources were not as
well represented in the survey areas. However, the predictive
value of the high probability zones was substantiated by the
survey results.

Artifacts recovered during the survey represent prehistoric
settlement from the Archaic through Woodland IT periods (7500
B.C. -- A.D. 1600). Ceramics types, including Wilgus,
Nassawango, Hell TIsland, Colbourn, and Wolfe Neck varieties were
recovered, and artifacts manufactured from exotic raw materials,
such as argillite and rhyolite, were found. Most of the
prehistoric sites are small procurement sites, but several base
camp sites were also found.

Historical sites related to iron production were found at
Unity Forge and Collins Pond. A wide range of late nineteenth
century farmsteads, and several late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century farmsteads were also documented throughout the
study areas.

Cover Illustration: The cover illustration is a carved
antler artifact depicting five figures in a canoce. The artifact
dates to the Woodland II Period (ca. A. D. 1000 - A. D. 1600) and
was found in the 1930's at the Slaughter Creek Site, which is
located northeast of the Route 404 project area. This artifact
was used on the cover of this report because it is an especially
interesting example of prehistoric art symbolic of the Lenape
occupation of Southern Delaware.
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