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ABSTRACT

Final archaeological investigations were undertaken by Archaeological & Historical Consultants,
Inc. (A&HC) for the SR 1 Frederica North Grade Separated Intersection Project in Kent County,
Delaware. The work was conducted for the Delaware Department of Transportation’s SR 1
Corridor Capacity Preservation Program. Investigations included Phase III data recovery at Site
7K-F-11 (the prehistoric Gray Farm Site) and additional Phase II survey and limited Phase III
data recovery at Site 7K-F-169 (the historic Soulie Gray Farmstead Site).

Additional Phase II survey within Site 7K-F-169 indicated that historic period resources that
were related to the Soulie Grey Farm were not eligible for inclusion in the National Register.
However, additional Phase II survey in the portion of Site7K-F-169 that was adjacent to Site 7K-
F-11 indicated that potentially significant prehistoric resources associated with Site 7K-F-11
were present. Subsequent Phase III survey included this latter portion of Site 7K-F-169, as well
as the entirety of Site 7K-F-11 within the project’s APE.

Phase III data recovery excavations were performed in three stages -- test units on grid, block
excavations, and mechanical removal of the Ap horizon. In all, 38,123 artifacts were recovered
and 437 subsurface anomalies were identified, of which 81 were determined to be of cultural
origin.

Spatial analysis identified an early Woodland I occupational component, a middle Woodland I
occupational component, and a smaller Woodland II component. An early Woodland I activity
area component and two middle Woodland I activity area components were also delineated.
Archaeological remains dating to the late Woodland I period, as well as those predating the early
Woodland I period, were too sparse to indicate the presence of discrete site components.

Analysis indicated that use of the site varied through time. During the early Woodland I, the site
was occupied regularly as a small base camp at which both generalized and specialized resource
procurement activities were performed. During the middle Woodland I, site occupations were
irregular and infrequent, and the site was used by small microbands or task groups for focused
resource procurement activities. Woodland II site occupations were again more substantial, and
involved intensive gathering of wild grasses and perhaps the cultivation of maize.

Unexpectedly large numbers of historic artifacts were also recovered during the excavations,
leading to the identification of a historic site component. Archival and archaeological findings
indicated that the historic occupation dated to the first half of the nineteenth century. The
occupation may have been associated with a bridge tender's house, although no evidence of a
dwelling was found.

Attached to Volume | after Section 9.0 (Bibliography) is an additional
section titled, "Additional information in response to DE SHPO
comments on the draft phase lll report". In the body of Volume | are text
boxes that highlight areas where DelDOT has added information.
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