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ABSTRACT

The Leipsic Site (7K-C-194A) is a large prehistoric habitation site that is one of several large
prehistoric sites in the Leipsic River Valley of northern Kent County, Delaware. A section of the site lay
in the Right-of-Way of the State Route 1 Corridor and Phase Il data recovery excavations were undertaken
to gather significant archaeological data from this portion of the site prior to its destruction. Final
archaeological excavations specifically sought to determine the site’s role in regional settlement systems,
study the organization of ceramic and lithic technologies throughout the site’s occupations, and collect
data on local prehistoric subsistence systems. In general, the data recovery excavations revealed that
the riverside setting of the Leipsic Site was an attractive locale for intermittent and repeated human
settlement for more than 10,000 years as evidenced by the variety of projectile points spanning the
period between 8,000 B.C. and A.D. 1500 which were recovered from the site.

Prior to ca. 3000 B.C., the occupations were rather ephemeral and the only signs of their presence
are projectile points and waste flakes from the manufacture of stone tools. However, after 3000 B.C.,
prehistoric groups began to spend more time at the Leipsic Site, and they built circular to oval houses
with bent saplings as supports for roofs of bark, hides, or rushes. The houses also had interior fireplaces,
an excavated “basement” like depression almost as large as the house itself, and a “sub-basement”
storage pit. Storage pits and large outdoor fireplaces that may have been communal resource processing
areas are also present.

All of the houses are relatively small and would have housed individual families. In one area of
the site it is possible that up to six of the these houses were occupied at once. However, in all other areas
of the site, the houses seem to indicate individual occupations. At any given time in the past, there was
probably only one household living at the site. Lithic and ceramic debris were found in some of the pits
inside the houses indicating that the pits were used as refuse receptacles after they were no longer used
as storage pits. The occupations probably lasted less than one year, and the presence of interior fireplaces
in some of the houses suggests that the occupation spanned the cold-weather months. There seems to
be little change in the way the site was used and the households who used it from approximately 3000
B.C. to A.D. 1500. When the limited occupations of the Leipsic Site are projected across similar sites
throughout the state, very low projected population densities, approximately one person per square
mile, resulted.

Lithic technologies at the site included core and biface reduction which relied heavily on cobbles
and pebbles that are present right at the site. Projectile points found at the site are sometimes made from
materials not readily available in the immediate vicinity of the site, such as argillite and rhyolite. These
artifacts may have been brought to the site as part of the tool kit transported by prehistoric groups, used,
broken, discarded, and replaced with new tools manufactured at the site from local cobbles and pebbles.

Cover Illustration: Selected projectile points recovered from feature excavations at the Leipsic Site.
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