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Chapter 1 – Project Description and Purpose 
 

The Delaware Department of transportation (DelDOT) is proposing to make 
improvements to Kennett Pike (State Route 52) at the intersection with Campbell and Kirk 
Roads (SR 82).  The roadway will be widened and realigned to extend existing turning lanes and 
accommodate dedicated bike lines.  The project will enhance safety at the intersection for 
bicycles and motor vehicles.  Utility adjustments and new striping and signing are also expected. 

 
The goals of the project are to realign the existing roadway, improve operational 

efficiencies, improve safety, and enhance the existing bicycle movements.  More information 
regarding traffic safety and needs of the project can be seen at 
http://www.deldot.gov/information/projects/rt52_rt82/.  Attached plans, to date, are included in 
Appendix A of this document. 
 
Level and Reason for the Historic Architectural Survey 
 
 This report describes the results of a combined reconnaissance-level and identification/ 
evaluation level architectural resource survey conducted by DelDOT staff for SR 52 and SR 82 
Intersection Improvements in Christiana Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware.  The project 
area is located on the United States Geological Survey, Wilmington North, 7.5-minute 
quadrangle in the piedmont physiographic province (see Figure 2). 
 
 Previous cultural resource survey work in the area has been limited, but includes The 
Scenic and Historic Highways nomination that includes Kennett Pike, a 2002 investigation of 
Snuff Mill Road by John Milner Associates “Snuff Mill Road (SR 243 to SR 52) Cultural 
Resources Investigations, New Castle County, Delaware” and the turnpike section of the roads 
context in DelDOT’s 1991 “Delaware Historic Bridges Survey and Evaluation.”  These 
resources provide some background basis for the project area, however, are not particularly 
relevant in relation to the standing resource within the APE.   
 
 The architectural assessment of historic properties in this undertaking will identify and 
discuss properties that would be directly impacted by the project.  Indirect effects were not 
considered applicable for nearby or adjacent properties (50-years old or older) since no 
noticeable changes will occur that might be considered to carry a detrimental effect.  The Ares of 
Potential Effect is composed of eight tax parcels comprising 20.01+/- acres and containing 13 
primary architectural resources as well as any associated outbuildings. Properties with extant 
standing structures and where the project required a taking for the purpose of a permanent 
easement or right-of-way were considered for inclusion in the APE. This report identifies and 
evaluates the resources constructed prior to 1962 in the APE developed for this project. 
 

The architectural assessments are in compliance with applicable state and federal 
legislation, including the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, 36 CFR 800, and Executive Order 11593, as amended.   
 
 
 
 



 7 

Area of Potential Effect 
 

The DelDOT proposed APE includes locations that may be impacted by construction or 
that may experience effects once construction is completed. Included within the APE are 
locations where an undertaking may result in ground disturbance, from which elements of the 
undertaking may be directly visible, and where the activity may result in changes in traffic 
patterns, land use, and public access. Such impacts include areas affected by Permanent 
Easements and Temporary Construction Easements. Effects on historic resources include 
physical impacts, contextual impacts, and a consideration of indirect effects. Contextual and 
indirect effects may include changing the land use of lands surrounding a particular resource, the 
introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric elements that are out of context for the property as 
it exists, or the alteration or removal of publicly accessible views to the historic resource. 
 

The APE is defined in 36 CFR 800.16(d) as follows: “the geographic area or areas within 
which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic 
properties, if any such properties exist. The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale 
and nature of an undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects cause[d] by the 
undertaking.” 

 
One APE has been delineated in this document, an APE for architecture. The APE 

includes the area in which the intersection and roadway improvements may cause changes in the 
character or use of historic properties. The APE includes all properties that are directly impacted 
by construction activities, extending to the parcel boundaries, thus including any potential 
historic resources that could experience a change in historic character associated with the 
intersection and roadway improvements. Archaeological impacts have not been assessed or 
determined in this report, but DelDOT staff believes the current APE will cover this element 
when studies are undertaken. 

 
Under the DelDOT initiative, the APE is depicted on the following pages.  The APE will 

be submitted for comment to the SHPO and FHWA.  However, it is felt that the level of effort 
with the number of properties involved sufficiently delineates potential impacts both direct and 
indirect.   
 
 The DelDOT recommended APE begins along SR 52 approximately 800 feet north of the 
intersection with SR 82 and extends approximately 1100 feet along SR 52 south of the 
intersection.  It also extends approximately 600 feet east of the intersection along Kirk Road (SR 
82) and 400 feet west of the intersection along Campbell Road (SR 82). The DelDOT 
Recommended APE comprises approximately 17.8 acres 
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Figure 1-1: DelDOT’s Area of Potential Effects Tax Parcel Map, June 2009.  (Delaware CHRIS) 

Area of Potential Effect 
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Figure 1-2: New Castle County tax parcel overlay on 2007 aerial photograph showing the DelDOT 
recommended APE along with the location and identification of resources surveyed.  (Delaware CHRIS) 
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