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ABSTRACT 

The proposed highway, State Route 1 (SR1), is an Interstate standard relief route for the existing 
U.S. Highway 13, in New Castle County, Delaware.  The Smyrna-to-Pine-Tree-Corners segment 
of the proposed SR1 corridor is located in New Castle County, where it bypasses and crosses the 
existing U.S. Route 13.  The proposed right-of-way (ROW) is approximately 5 miles long, 
varying in width from approximately 300 to 500 feet (ft.) (91–151 meters [m]).   

Site 7NC-J-204 (the Jones site) was initially identified during a 1992 pedestrian survey 
conducted by the University of Delaware Center for Archaeological Research (UDCAR) and 
described as a possible late 19th to early 20th-century tenant farmstead (Bedell and Busby 1997).  
The site was located at the southern end of the 5-mile long portion of SR 1 near Smyrna.  In 
1999 and 2000, Parsons conducted Phase II archaeological site evaluation and Phase III data 
recovery investigations at site 7NC-J-204. 

Phase II fieldwork was undertaken by Parsons between March and August 1999 to determine the 
eligibility of the Jones site (7NC-J-204) for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP).  The historical component was determined eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under 
Criterion D, as containing information important to an understanding of Delaware history 
(Appendix A).   Highway construction plans, as proposed, were to have a direct, adverse effect 
on the site.  The site could not be avoided, and in accordance with the MOA, data recovery 
excavations were recommended (Abell and O’Neill 1999; Auman 2000). Phase III fieldwork was 
conducted between February and November 2000. 

Historical research suggests there were two periods of occupation by unknown tenants between 
1760 and 1820, and again from the mid-19th-century into the 20th-century. The site may have 
been abandoned for a period of 20 or 30 years. Major features of the Jones Site included a late 
18th-century or early 19th-century brick clamp and associated mixing pit for preparing the clay, 
plus postholes for a probable canopy/shed structure to shelter the brick-molders. Additional 
features included a barrel-lined well from the same occupation period; a brick-lined well and 
terra cotta drain lines dating from the late 18th through early 20th centuries; and pits and fence 
lines of uncertain date. The artifact assemblage comprised primarily brick fragments and 
wasters; there were relatively few domestic artifacts, and many of those were very small.  The 
absence of a clear dwelling foundation and the sparse artifact assemblage suggests the site was a 
working area of a farm, possibly with outbuildings, but not the location of a dwelling. This 
report details the results of the archaeological evaluation and data recovery phases, including 
specialized analyses of soil and brick chemistry. 


