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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

JMA (John Milner Associates, Inc.) conducted a historic architectural survey and evaluation along Iron
Branch Road/State Street, as part of National Environmental Protection Policy Act (NEPA) compliance
measures associated with the proposed roadway improvements in Millsboro, Delaware. Rummel, Klepper
& Kahl (RK&K) has been retained by prime consultant Whitman Requardt & Associates (WR&A) to
assist in the preparation of all necessary environmental documents for the project. JIMA was retained by
RK&K to prepare the necessary cultural resources documentation as part of the environmental
documentation process. All work was conducted in association with the Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT) and the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).

Current project plans call for the removal of utility poles and other fixed objects located within the
pavement along Iron Branch/State Street. The area of potential effects (APE) is defined as all tax parcels
that adjoin the project area along Iron Branch Road/State Street, from Sussex Alley to Old Landing Road,
totaling approximately 135.6-acres of survey area. Land use in this area includes urban residential,
institutional, light industrial, and commercial resources.

During the current historic architectural investigation, 38 individual properties were surveyed. Four of
these properties had been previously surveyed (S-09039, 09132, 10857, and 10858), and revised survey
documentation was prepared. Of the surveyed properties, 5 are recommended as eligible for listing in the
National Register: the Millsboro School (S-09132), St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and Cemetery
(S-12192), the John J. and Elsie Williams House (S-12201), a former Bank Building (S-12211), and the
Edward W. Houston Dwelling (S-12215). The remaining 33 properties are recommended not eligible. A
potential historic district for Downtown Millsboro is also proposed; 26 of the individual properties within
the lron Branch Road/State Street Roadway Improvement Project APE are likely to be contributing
elements to this district.
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