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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A Phase I archaeological survey was conducted by Richard Grubb & Associates (RGA) of Cranbury, 
New Jersey, within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for proposed improvements to Howell 
School Road (N54) from State Route (S.R.) 896 to S.R. 71 in Pencader Hundred, New Castle 
County, Delaware. Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) is using funds provided by 
the Federal Highway Administration for this project. The proposed undertaking will realign a 
portion of Howell School Road to create a new intersection with S.R. 896 approximately 550 feet 
north of the existing intersection. Related roadway improvements are planned along the existing 
alignment of Howell School Road east of the proposed realignment. 
 
The primary objective of the Phase I archaeological survey was to determine the presence or 
absence of archaeological sites within the APE. The scope of work included background research, 
archaeological fieldwork, artifact processing and analysis, and report production.  
 
Based on the results of the background research, the APE was considered to have a high potential 
for prehistoric resources, given the proximity to St. George’s Creek and Lums Pond, the upland 
topographic setting, and well-drained soils. Historic archaeological resource potential was also 
considered high due to the presence of School No. 57 near the intersection of Howell School Road 
and S.R. 896, nearby historic resources, and historic roads.  
 
The fieldwork portion of the Phase I archaeological survey was conducted in November and 
December of 2011. Fieldwork included a visual reconnaissance of the APE, the excavation of 143 
shovel test pits (STPs) at 15-meter (49.2-foot) intervals and 22 3-meter (9.8-foot) and 7.5-meter (25-
foot) bracket STPs around positive 15-meter (49.2-foot) STPs.  
 
In total, 165 artifacts were recovered from 36 STPs that dated from the Woodland I period through 
late nineteenth century. Of these, 103 seventeenth through mid-nineteenth century artifacts were 
recovered in a cluster of STPs east of S.R. 896 between Stations 115.00 and 118.50 of the proposed 
Howell School Road alignment and Stations 434.50 and 438.25 of S.R. 896. Although a few possibly 
seventeenth century artifacts were recovered, the assemblage appears to represent an eighteenth to 
early nineteenth century deposit related to the occupation of the property by Roger Williams. This 
cluster of historic materials was designated Historic Site 1. A cluster of 14 prehistoric artifacts, 
designated Prehistoric Site 1, was centered on STP 112 near Station 133.50 of the proposed Howell 
School Road alignment. Included in this small assemblage were artifacts recovered in subsoils up to 
93 centimeters below ground surface. A second cluster of 16 prehistoric artifacts, designated 
Prehistoric Site 2, was identified between STPs 134 and 136 from Station 139.00 to Station 140.50 of 
the existing Howell School Road alignment. One quartz Teardrop biface, dated to the Woodland I 
Period, was recovered from this cluster. 
  
Finally, 30 additional historic artifacts and one prehistoric artifact were located in 18 STPs within the 
APE. They are not considered indicative of a potentially significant archaeological resource.  
 
Three potentially significant archaeological resources were identified in the APE. Based on these 
results, RGA recommends a Phase II archaeological survey at Historic Site 1, and Prehistoric Sites 1 
and 2 to evaluate their eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
  



 




