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Property Name: Fields Heirs (1868), built ca. 1820, enlarged mid 19th century

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

The Fields House.is located on the west side of route 71, 200 feet west of the road-
way and .2 miles south of the junction of 71 and business 896. The house and out-
buildings are surrounded by cultivated fields and the town of Middletown is clearly

visible to the east. The nominated parcel includes 3 acres containing the house
and contributing outbuildings.

The nominated parcel begins 100 feet north of the intersection of the present farm
land and route 71, extends west 500 feet parallel to the farm lane, turns north for
400 feet at 90 to the previous line. From this point the parcel extends westward
600 feet and then turns southward at 90° and runs 750 feet. The line then turns
eastward and continues back to route 71. The final line parallels route 71 and joins
the two points defining the north and south boundary lines. The nominated acreage
includes all grounds, buildings and the entire agricultural complex as well as suf-
ficient land to preserve the site and its immediate environs as a whole.

UTM 18-+-37600-67520 Tax parcel 13-015.00-002

Owner: Prinz Vom Croy
c/o Colonial I & M Co.
Dover, Delaware
19901

Description:

The Fields House is a two-and-a-half story, five-bay by two-bay center-hall plan res-
idence with a one-and-a-half story rear wing forming an L-shaped house. The exterior
walls are weatherboard under asbestos siding. The foundation is rubble stone with a
full basement running under the main block of the house.

The gable roofs of both the main block and addition are covered with tin. The main
block contains brick interior gable-end chimneys with corbelled caps, while the wing
houses two interior brick chimneys of two different styles indicating multiple periods
of construction. The wing, built of logs, has a total of four dormers, three on the

south side and one on the north side, each with returning eaves and six over six sash.
The cornice is boxed with no decorative trim.
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The windows are six-over-six sash with wood surrounds. The attic is 1lit with four-
light gable end windows flanking the endwall:chimneys.. The center front entrance is
a single leaf door surrounded by a single pane transom ‘and four pane sidelights.

" There is a shed porch on the south facade of the addition.’

In 1980 the roof was covered. ‘In the process, the two dormers on the east side of
the roof were removed. The tops of these dormers were segmentally arched. A front
porch which featured classical columns, a decorative cornice and pilasters on the
facade of the house were also removed. Evidence of the porch can still be seen on

the east facade of the house as one of the pilasters was left in place and brick
foundation still exists. '

On the interior are mid-nineteenth-century mantels, woodwork and stairs. The fire-
place in the south room is bricked over with a stove in front. The fireplace in the

north room is boarded up. The woodwork on the mantels and around the doors is fluted
wood with corner blocks. '

A large number of outbuildings accompany this farmhouse.  All are situated to the
north and west of the farmhouse, forming a courtyard area. These buildings include a
drive-through granary directly north of the house. Connecting the granary to the
gambrel roof barn is an equipment shed. Directly west of the farmhouse is a row of
equipment sheds, some open and others enclosed. Within the courtyard are the remnants
-of a windmill, a concrete ‘block milk house and another small, one-story, frame struc-
ture with vertical planking, corrugated tin roof, and four-light windows flanking a
center doorway. The gambrel-roof barn, windmill, concrete milk house, and equipment
sheds are listed as noncontributing elements.

Historical Background and Significance

Little is known about the Fields House other than that in 1868 the farm was in the
hands of an estate, and that in later years was owned by C. G. Ash and contained 382
acres. The paucity of information in this case is particularly significant. As the
rebuilding cycle progressed many landholders acquiring new farms simply turned over
the existing houses to farm managers as their personal residences. Ash's absence
from any of. the later agricultural census returns indicates that an unknown tenant

and not the owner occupied and ran this farm adjacent to the most fertile and pro-
ductive lands in St. Georges Hundred. ‘

Architecturally, the dwelling exhibits the formal traits characteristic of the re-
building period. Central stair-passage, secondary entries, service ells, and a
clear progression from the front of the house to the rear in terms of both domestic
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1ife and social interaction are hallmarks of this local building traditionm.

Nomination by Bert Jicha, Trish Bensinger, and William Macintire
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. Eﬂem".ss.»ra.l and .Second: Empire detailing distinguishes it from otliers qf. ,'ts £ype

;'I‘he ‘Maples. is laid out in an L-shape. The L-shaped pattern is re;usated in.the front
.porch which reéturn; around the end of the house, meeting the wing. This rorch extends
 from the ‘front to the side door, and breaks the otherwise balanced facade, The porch
+is sy g'rted by .square columns across the front and wicught iron pi.avs alonyg - -the -side. -
The roof has @ simple box cornice. The facade of fhe struétiure i5 piereed by
tive. openings on each floor and surmounted by a gable roof with dormers. The sash have
six-over.six lights ‘and are flanked. by paneled and louvered shutters., The dormer

-windows have two-ovérstwo lights and were a later addition to thermid-nineteenth century
5honm.

e Centeretl— on the roof and placed so as to break the cornice, and théreby extend the
favade, is a form of cress-gable. It has a double-pitc!ed roofline which is reminiscent
of amansard roof, a pierced bargehoard, ard a balcony set under the window: This
feature is found on structures built in the Sccond Empire style.

Th =pitch9§dv roof o. the main section is presently shéathed with pat.terned shingles.
"I"h SE . were nstalléd at the same time as the cross-gableé. The peak of the rcof is

g inte:ior end chimneys., A bracketed box cornice returns into the gable

: The noxth gakle end of the house has eonly two small attic windows;

: qaia & end is more undsual in that a window has been placed next to the
) 35! ort AHe First and second floors.

"“ﬁr'igi,nafny sheathed in claphrard and the corners were marked by pilasters.

: 19, ﬁ; wotd shifigles wére affixed to the house without removing the clapbodrd.
:ﬁh‘ﬁ Mﬁaﬁ hiopésto restore tlhe original siding.

tani-of the Maples is a common one. A center hall is flanked by a p&rlor
Aceess could be gained to the front and rear porches freca this hall
geat of the living rcom provided access to the difiing ‘room and k;tta‘hem
cHre in “Eha wing. Doois leading to the front and rear porthés were alse
o, THe rear porch’has heen alipost entirely removed. A slope-
-::Eh"éhi‘éa‘in GE l:he \dng CoVeTs the rear: *doorr of the wing and the cellar
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The: Delavaré vertigenlur style servad as & Basis of Zilesars srchitecture for over
ong: hundged years., From the nidssidhibesntls. FaSiening tarnth ventury,; two—atide
~§toky, five-bay, single pile, cénter Wkl Fpuigna wies butlt in Delaware. Haty
| OF: thewe. axe sEf11 extant and bave tecsse a PRt of the wyraeian tandscspe. Oto of
the pediliavities of the Delawsre verssealsr iz thé mamnér in “Hich it adepbed the
nost curient stylistic elements; whild mafstabaing *3% continuity of forw azd plan.
Should the wealth of the owner and/or ths skill of ¥he esrgenter persit, the intarivr
~apd/ox tHe e¥terior of the vernacular styld house sight be dutailed with the sost
-ﬁsﬁiﬁﬁaﬁfh stylisti¢ elefents. Guorgian, Pudweal, Greck Pevival, Ttallanats, and
othic SPEvival elements wereé froquant asd pleasing additicns to ths Delaware Vecnsoi-
¢ I was not often, however; that later ninsteunth=tentury elements were
'ﬁé@’ﬂ ints the vermacular form. 7hé Yuplés is an mcaiﬁpie of this unceommon

}qﬁ‘ wat Buklt in the 1850°s. The two-amd-a-half-story, five<hay Fecade is
By sixegver=six sdsh, Has a doorway with sideiights and transein, and s vure
Braiketed cornite. These architucturdl [eatures aré indicative of the
sk BEvival, and Ttalianate, respectively. In the 1380's, the house re-
igtimenibs- of the Socond Emplre style. One of tho =wost oubstarding feutweos
wd Bfipife was- the mansard roof with its patternad shingles and highly de-
“Tha naples rétained its gable roof but it was sheothed with patkerned
~pana :;mixwedﬂ‘by* the addition of a variation en the Grahum Gable.
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N-107

Property Name: §S. Holton Farm, (1868); built mid-nineteenth century

Location and Verbal Boundary Description: -

The Holton Farm is located in cultivated farmland (including the entire 165 acre parcel
of the mid-nineteenth century farmstead) on the east side of Rt. 435 approximately 2
miles northwest of Middletown. The house and outbuildings are set back about one-hund-
red yards from the road within a yard of dense ornamental plantings. The nominated

parcel includes five acres containing all the outbuildings, the house, grounds, and the
lane leading in from Rt. 435. '

The nominated parcel begins at a point 250 feet south of the intersection of the present
farmlane and Rt. 435 and extends in a line 1000 feet to the east at which point it turns
90" to the north and proceeds for a distance of 750 feet. TFrom the northeast corner

the line runs back to the east side of Rt. 435, turns 90° and joins the two points form- -
ing the western boundary. "~ - .. = - T

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to provide for the pfeservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting. '

UTM 1873664069140~ Tax parcel 13-017.00-093

Owner: Mary Crossland
P. 0. Box 74

Middletown, Delaware

Description:

The farmhouse is a ca. 1850 three -story ell-shaped frame dwelling in the Greek Revival
idiom and Georgian I-form. It has a five-bay symmetrical facade, central-hall plan,

and a shallowly-pitched hipped roof with two square brick chimneys set in from each gable
end. The two-story rear ell has a shallowly-pitched gable roof with a central brick
chimney; and corrugated iron sheathing. The structure has a 5" weatherboard exterior,
painted wliite, with a wide plain board used as a frieze beneath the cornice and a cen-
tral facade porch supported by four square and turned posts with scrolled cutwork sup-
ports. There are six-over-six sash windows on the first and second floors, and three-
over-three shallow sash windows on the third floor. The central doorway is a simple
interruption of Greek Revival style, with transom lights and side-lights atop wood-

panel pilasters. The door is paneled wood. Windows and doors have plain wood lintels,
sills, and surrounds. Trim is painted green.
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The house retains its integrity. The facade remains unaltered in its feeling and rhythm
although shutters have been removed, and has the box-like feeling of the nationally pop-
ular Greek Revival style. The farm outbuildings, particularly the granary and two milk-
houses, contribute to the integrity of the approximately five-acre site immediately sur-
rounding the house as they indicate the changing but continual use of the farm since at
least the early nineteenth century. The lane leading to the house appears to be in its
original place, and contributes to the integrity of the complex by retaining the set-
back from Choptank Road. - - - ' '

The overall dimensions of the core structure are 39' by 18'4". The rear ell on the ...
north side of the house measures 34" long by 14"2" wide, excluding the porch addition
which runs the full length of the ell and is 7'2" wide. '

The single-pile house is entered through a.central passage, with a staircase leading up
the south side of the hall and symmetrical floor plan is repeated on the two upper
floors. The staircase features turned balusters and a curved mahogany rail, and termin-
" ates in an octagonal newel post. The first floor front rooms have matching fireplace
mantels with cupid's-bow or Moorish arch openings. From the back of the house, the

- stairway can be seen to be illuminated by two windows; the fenestration is irregular,
and may have been altered at one time. :

Interior access to the ell is through: the north room of the core, where a large open
doorway leads to the inside room (now a dining room) of the ell. The ell is sipgle—pile,
two rooms long, and two stories high, and was built in two sections. The inside room is
pierced by opposing doors and windows, which form the north side of the ell and suggest
a one-third Georgian facade. Stairs lead from the northeast cormner of this inside room
to upper chambers. The inside room shares a hearth wall (although it has no fireplace
opening) with the kitchen, which features a large stone hearth. There are built-in
cupboards and winder stairs on the west wall of the kitchen, leading to upper chambers
formerly occupied by hired help. The kitchen has doors set opposite each other on the
north and south walls, with the south-side door providing access to the house from the
porxch. Fenestration is symmetrical from side to side. There is an original chair rail
in the kitchen. A ‘shed-roof enclosed porch has been built along the south side of the

kitchen/dining room ell; access to the basement, originally an outside entrance, is
through this porch..

The ell shows evidence of some remodeling during or after the construction of the core:
it can be read as two adjoining units with a chimney centrally located between them.
The kitcﬁen, or outside part of the ell, is set on stone piers which have been filled-
in with brick. The inside room has a full basement of brick, as does the northern room
of the core. There is a brick staircase foundation and a crawl-space beneath the
southern room of the core structure, which overall has a’ half-foundation. This struc-
tural system is fairly typical of mid nineteenth-century building in the area.
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There are several contributing outbuildings on the farm.site, including a sheq (formerly
a chicken house), two milkhousgsg (one near the house, the other near the foundationg of
a cattle barn), 4 granary, and a smaly shed, as well ag 4 gasoline pump. of these, the
granary and milkhouses are notable for their contribution to the integrity of the prop-
‘erty, as they embody changing uses of the farm over time. The granary is a double~-
crib, drive-through, two-story timber-frame Structure with a corrugated iron roof; it
measures 32' long by 24'4" vwide. The o1d milkhouse,'formerly located near the well on
what is now the enclosed south-side ell porch, was moved to the northeast corner of the
house when 3 larger milkhouse wag built closer to the cattle barn. The newer milk-and-
‘Pump-house survives with its cement watering trough and Pump near the foundations of the
cattle barn, torn down after the dairy herd was sold in the late 1930s. The foundationg
measure 32' x 32°', There are the remains of ap apple orchafd, three trees along the
South side of the lane continuing towards woodlands at the eastern end of the pProperty;
the site of the orchard,which formerly hag about 75 trees, is now a cultivated field.
All of the outbuildings contribute to the integrity of the»property surrounding and ip-
cluding the farmhouse and are included in the boundaries of the nomination, the approx-
imately five acres Surrounding the farmhouse and outbuildings,'including the lane leading

Historice Background and'Significance:

The Property was purchased in 1838 by Spencer Holton, from Andrew Eliason, Eliason haq

inherited some of the holdings of his father-in—law, William Cann, who owned ten dif-

. ferent Properties in Pencader angd St. George's Hundreds. A description of the Property,
dated 1838, while Eliason still held it in trust for Cann's young son, Thomas, indicates
three adjoining Properties, Improvements on the langd included "an o014 frame dwelling
house", apple orchard, and outbuildings -~ 5 stable, 1log kitchen, and corncrib. Neighbor-
ing holdings contained several log buildings in various states of repair (see continua—

~tion sheet, itenm 8, page 6). An earlier record of these Properties indicates,a separate

parcel~fromafifty—acre tract of land by a private road (see continuation sheet, item 8,
Page 7). It ig unclear exactly which portions of land Holton purchased from Eliason

In 1850, Holton was producing corn, wheat, oats, butter and Potatoes as well ag hay and
clover seed. His livestock included milch Cows, horses, other cattle, a couple of sheep,
and some swine. The farm wag valued at $6,000, which was beloyw the average valuation
for other farms in St. George's Hundred in 1850, His total acreage of 165 acres was

area. In all the enumerated categories, his farm came in just under the averagé, with
the exception of the production of butter, Potatoes, and seed clover, which exceed the -
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Although,comparatiye.figuresﬁare.hot7yet‘avai1aﬁle.for'suESQqﬁent yeaxs of the agricul=
tural census, we can follow4tﬁeifortunes:of'tﬁeiHoltonﬁEarm‘tthugﬁ{lBSOQ The yalue of
the farm increased to $8,500¥inv1860,'tﬁen'leapt to :$16,500 ‘in 18701“Ee£oxe dropping
again (despite an increase in size to 191 acres) to $101000~By.1880, There was some
diversification with the addition of market orchards sometime. Between 1860 and 1870 in
1870, thes farm prodﬁcedf$7253wortﬁ;bf'oréﬁard prodﬁcth'iﬁW‘1380; 25 acres of peach.
trees had heen planted, altﬁgugﬁﬁtﬁey<weréshot'ﬁeéting~tﬁatfyeat;»~he'sing1e acre of
apple trees, hoWévér;rprodﬁded“Sa EnSﬁels~of‘manketaﬁle.appleég By 1880, also, poultry,
- eggs, milk, and rye.wére.liStedTamqng~tﬁeifarm“Svoutputs' Thus the farm shows a measure
of diversification, perhapsvinﬂresponSE.to-falling conditions in the wheat market after
the Civil War and a general decline in farm price levels during the 1870s.
The famfly that occupfed the fa house during tﬁe'peribdfitiacﬁieved'significance in-
cluded Spencer Holton, his wife, and seyeral children qfvarfpus-spurcés indicate that
there.Were.seven'orfeigﬁt'Hblton'cﬁildren; “In, 1860, SgenCerIHolton; as head of household,
was enumerated as farmer, while his older sons, Samuel, Randolph (or Jesse) and Andrew
were listed as.farm 1aﬁorérsgu’In.additionﬂto the family, tﬁe.ﬁouSeﬁold.included six
black servants, farm laborers, and - children. By 1870, the. oldest surviving Holton som,
Randolpﬂ.(Samuel'died‘in-18691'ﬁad.taEen‘ovér’tﬁeifarm after Spencer Holton's death in
early 1870. Spenter'HoltonQs:waSwinventoriéd”and-valued'at $433.85 in March 1870, with
the largest values in 1ivestock and crops; from the list of household furnishings, we
can see that the Holton family enjoyed amenities such as a ‘coal stove, large areas which

were carpeted, a clock and looking glass, all items in keeping with a middling amount
of farm prosperity. -

In 1870 the household had dwindled in family and increased in hired help. Randolph (or
Jesse) paid out $600 in wages that year, including the cost of board; there were five
black servants and farm laborers 1living on the farm, some in the farmhouse and some in
another dwelling on the farm. By 1880, the Holton family on the farmstead numbered only
three, helped by three black farm hands and two domestic servants. Jesse Holton hired

100 weeks' worth of labor that year, paying $250 in wages, while the value of the farm
decreased somewhat. » : S

By 1886, the Holton farm was being auctioned for the payment of ‘debts. The highest
bidder, who paid $6,600 for the farm, was John Baily, executor of the estate of George
Baily of Philadelphia, to whom a debt of $6,000 had been owed. The auction price of the
farm was a further drop from its 1880 valuation of $10,000. v :

In 1893, the Holton farm was being worked by Thomas P. Riley, a farmer apparently hired
by John Baily. Riley had been farming in east St. George's Hundred since at least 1860:
in 1880 it was noted on the agricultural census that he “rents for share of products.” k
The farms Riley had worked previously were gimilar to the Holton farm,,producing wheat,
corn, oats, potatoes, butter and hay and having a variety of -livestock. In 1880, Riley's
rented farm was diversifying in the same ways as the Holton:-farm, growing'peaches and
apples and producing poultry, eggs, and cattle for market. ’ '
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The farm went through a series of owners around the turn of the century. It was pur-
chased by Howard and Mary Crossland, parents of the current owner, in 1928, and has been
in the Crossland family since that time. Dairy, vegetable and grain farming have been
.the most recent uses. Howard Crossland was forced to sell his herd of prize Guernsey
cattle in 1938 because of an ongoing battle with the county health department over his
refusal to put cement floors in the cattle barn. He had been selling milk (with the
lowest bacteria count of any milk in the area) to Middletown until that time.

The farm is currently in corn and wheat, and retains much the same acreage as it did
when Spencer Holton consolidated the land in 1850.. According to the present owner,
George Crossland, "field-swapping"” was common practice among the neighboring farmers as
a matter of convenience; this did not affect the size of individual farms, however.

Throughout the period of its agricultural use, the site has contained buildings ~ the
farm dwelling and several outbuildings - that are significant both in their own right and
in relation to the farm enterprise as a whole. The house that Spencer Holton built in
the mid-nineteenth century, adding to or replacing another building on the site, was
emblematic of rising agricultural fortunes in the area. Holton chose to build in a style
that proclaimed boch'respectability and good taste. The main part of the house is a
frame-built example of the Greek Revival style, which was used in buildings of every
sort across the nation during the mid-nineteenth century. Holton's farmhouse is a rel-

- atively simple version, but it features—and, more importantly, has retained - the classic
features of the Greek Revival.

Although simple in detail and degree of embellishment, the core structure embodies the
essence of the Greek Revival: classical Symmetry and proportion. These attributes are
also evident in the Symmetrical fenestration on all three visible sides of the core, and
in the central positioning of a facade porch whose roof is supported by four evenly-
Placed turned posts decorated with scrolled cutwork brackets.

With increasing agricultural prosperity in thegnineteenth,century, a fashionable house

was a matter of pride in achievement for the farmer. The Holton farmhouse embodies this
achievement and pride: it is a building in.thelocal uoééﬁulary;that.usesfthenatibnél*sx§1e
of its time to proclaim democratic values and middle-class respectability. The Greek
Revival symmetry and Georgian-idiom plan, stylistic details, and overall integrity of

the structure are all emblematic of the progress of farmers and the achievement of wealth
in nineteenth-century rural Delaware.

The farmhouse, with its related outbuildings, is significant on a local level as being
one of many examples of rebuilding in the area. As Holton's prosperity increased, he
was able to build a finer dwelling on his farm; he was able to diversify agriculturally
as well. Thus the boundaries of the nomination include not only the house, but also

the outbuildings - all of which are contributing factors-, the area of plantings sur-
rounding the house and yard, and the approach to the house including the lane leading
in from Choptank Road, a total of about 5 acres. The integral nature of the complex and
the close ties of the house to its agricultural context justify these boundaries.

Nomination by Anne Witty
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The standing brick fouhdation'ofﬁstretcﬁerfbond, the main block of the house is 26" X
43" with an attached kitchen wing Qn'the'nortﬁeast corner measuring 15%1"™ x 16'2"., An
8' high basement runs the entire area under the main block of the house with a slightly
shallower crawlspace under the kitchen. The walls of'the’BaSEment‘are 1gid in stret—
cher bond brick covered with..concrete stucco, In thQﬁEangent;'there,fonr large (2%6"
and 5% x 8" tall brick piers; also laid in mechanical bond; that support the floar
joists and theirest~of'thefﬁon564"

The first floor'has,loﬁ'ceilings»andris-diyided~Byxa central entxy:ﬁall‘ with. a Parlox
and pantry on the gouth. side and.a large liying axealonftheianthﬂ The kitchen opens
onto the!back,O£'thei1iyingiarea; !Théféntry~h311:hqﬁ5es‘a-lq;ge“Staircase that reaches
all the way to the third floor, doubling around a central axis,

The second floorTis:also~6ivided'invtwo Byitheicentral stairs. The master bedyxoom en=
compasses tbefentire.SDutﬁ;Side.Of'this;floot; The.nortg,side.ofAthe,floqx is equally
divided into two .subordinate bedrooms. -Oyer the kitchen, are two gmall rooms that were
servant quarters, accessed: by a steep and turning staix from the kitchen. During ren-—
ovations, tbese.SIairs*weIEJtemoVéd due to their disintegrated'condition and were not

replaced. All ceilings are 8% high.

S . A . -

The third and uppermost floot’fs;*like_the)btﬁers, dfviﬂed'5y~tﬁefcentra1 stairs into
north and south. sides. Tﬁese.areiéaCB.eqna11y~divided'into two subordinate bedrooms .
Over the kitchen, are two small rooerférﬁand~an&:backzofjthefcegtral;stairég ALY
the ceilings on this floor are 6%6'. ' '

The front facade {s divided into five. hays and the sides‘are.diyided'into two. The
first and second story'windows:are.giX<overesfx light double hung sash; on the third
floor are.three—over-threei1ight$‘douﬁleAhung sash. All windows have wooden louvered
shutters. The roof is tin sheet, painted'greeng '

The farm structureS‘associated'witﬁ_the site are all conéem'orary\to the house, Those
remaining are a large barn (64%6" x 20%2%), a corn crib. (3085" x 28%6'), and a small
shed (183" x 15%6"). -All are of timber frame.conStructionﬁand coyered with vertical

board siding. The barn and corn crib are,rooféd'uith_COrrpgated’sheet,metal and the
shed with tar paper.

‘Historical Background and Structure:

When the farm was begun in the. 1850-1860 era, the_agricultural census showed 240 acres
planted primarily-in corn, oats and wheat with. a cash value of $18 000.00 for the farm.
Ten years later, in 1870, the farm's value had jumpped to $25000.0! and it comprised
only 190 acres with grain productibnfmucﬁglower than in the previous decade, The large
crop that seems  to have bobsted‘thisAfarm”s yvalue was a peaCE,Orchard which had pro-
duced $2,500.00 of income in 1869. But the.peach.industry\of'tﬁis-area was doomed
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Property Name: Choptank (J. Clayton, 1868), built ca. 1850

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Choptank or the J. Clayton Farm is situated on the east side of Boute 435, .65 miles
south of its intersection with Route 432. The house and related outbuildings stand

pond at the rear of the property, and from 200 feet north of the barn to 200 feet south
of the main house. The total acreage is approximately 8 acres.

The nominated parcel begins at a point on the east side of Rt. 435, 200 feet south of
the present farm lane and runs east (northeast) for 1,200 feet towards the creek. At
this point the line turns north (northwest) at 90 and runs for 500 feet before turning

west (southeast) for 1,200 feet back toward Rt. 435. The western boundary is formed by
joining the two points along Rt. 435. : o

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to protect the house, outbuildings,
grounds and immediate setting.

UTM 18+36346-71920. Tax parcel 13-012.00-007

Owner: Francis Rhoades
Box 513, Choptank Road

Middletown, Delaware

Description:
rEesceription

The Thomas Clayton farmhouse facing Rt. 435 is a three-story low-hip, roofed dwelling
built circa 1850. Tt is of timber frame construction and is sheathed with sawn, hori-
zontal weatherboard now covered with white aluminum siding. The surrounding fields are
currently under cultivation as working farmland and a large pond exists east of the
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and this farp like many others, was to suffer. The agricultural census for 1880 shows
a marked drop in farm cash value to $15,000.00 and overall farp pProduction wasg down

to $2,569.00 with a 2,900 Peach tree orcharg on the farm. The orchard was not making
money and a ghift back to livestock, specifically miik Cows and feed graing seemed to
have baileq the farm out of its economic troubles. This Property remained in the
Clayton family until 1952, when the Present owners purchased it frop Elizabeth Clayton.

Nomination by Richard Luéh
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- Riimsey Farm

1+ .. Route 301, west of Middletown, DE

i ' Jean Athan

‘19’” 14735y Div. of Hist. & Cult. Affairs,
Bureau of Archaeulogy & Hist. Preserv., Dover,
Detail of rear porch.
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1 DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (11 known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a five-bay, two-story structure, with a main block housing ]
roans for use by the family; a to-story wing to the 1eft of the main block )
houses a kitchen and roams for the heln. The first floor of the main block
odntains a center hall with a stair that bisects the building. A ballroom
s the full depth of the right half, mdalivingmandadinmgmn
_ ocouny the left. There is access to the servants' quarters and kitchen
wing through doors in both the living and dining rooms. The wing houses a
_ kitchen and 2 general work room(nay a modern kitchen), on the first floor,
and a serving room and servants' bedroams on the second floor.

PR T Y

_ Architecturally, the buil ing is a camesite, encampassing three styleg:
the Ceorgian, the Greek Revival, and the T sanate Revival. Under ‘the
$nflvence of the Ceorgian style can be listed the five-bay facade; douwble
pile floor plani brickwork(although there 1S nO water table or belt course)
with higher quality bricks laid in flemish bond on the facade and second=
bricks laid in common bond on the sides and back; and the Feceral
(or late Georgian), fanlight and sidelights. The Greek Revival style is

seen in the two-story porch with its provincial square saneled Doric pillarg,

338

the one-story back porch with square fluted Doric main block of the house. -

: ' z
. The building is surmounted 5y & sSquere v

: f£1lat - ro o £ v d cupola. g'mi.s cupola of'iginglg hadqu&eek' -

i decorative detaili” , with antefixa on the commers and pediment-like =

; structures on the sides. it . c

The 100of of the house is nearly flat, being influenced by the Italianaje O

Revival style, and although now covered with asphalt shingles, was originally =

- ¢in with raised seams. Otner features of the exterior include =ooden s

sills, a plain cornice with no detailing on the wine, scme original walks, | ©

; paths,andplantings,andapartofﬁueorigi:al fence 1ocatec1n?arﬁiema-z

A few of the out-buildings remain as well, notably the slave quaTters.
' 'l}xemissemvedstuecomtheendwallofthewingandmtheeasrwallofLhé."

! _ main house. The stucco is, however, a later addition added to retard
; dampness in the walls. .

In contrast to the all-white exterior woodvork now, found on the house,
there is evidence that ‘the original trim colors were green and white.

The paneled pillars on the front porch formerly had their raised
corners painted green and their middle panels painted white, the cornice
being treated in 2 similar manner, with norizontal striping. The cupola
was painted similarly, the shutters alcne remaining a solid green. This
color scheme was most likely the original one. i

The interior of the house has remained in nearly its original conditidn.
The wall coveringshave changed; a modern bathroom has been added in the
wandrobe at the end of the second-floor hall, and a modern kitchen has

- been added in the general work rocm on the first floor of the servants'
wing. Apart from these necessary chanees, however, all =lse has been left o

.as nearlv original as possible.
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)-—

The ‘interior, as a whole, is fairly plain
when ore considers the Greek Revival houses O
The somexhat late date(1842), and the provincial ch
for this glai.tmss, hovever. The living
both in size and treatment, having pape
and modest moulding around the windows
feature is the fireplace(one in each room), made of
Roman Doric colums supporting the mantle.
marble and slate fireplaces with simple Greek PRevival
with panels balow each window, and modest mouldings
doors. The origi window cornices with G
- antefixa, painted in green with gold leaf,
The stair hall was T2 and had no paneling
under the stairs.

i e

The second floor rooms are all similar,

A1l the rooms in both
Rooms in
laer than the floors of the
for the diffrrence in exterior heigi t between the

the wing.

The rooms in the wing
the main block. They appear to have been of
paperac. The mouldings are simple

The old kitchen is
plaster whitewvashed walls.
proximately five-and-one-half feet
hanging of and utensils.
rehuilt to the exact specifications

PR

There was a board
of f ground

The basement is

various necessities. The floor is brick

i

for the pericd,
£ Philadel
character of the building i
and dining
red walls, no paneling of
and doors.
black marble with
The ballrocm contains two
detailing, six windows
arcund the windows and

ek Revival details
in their original lccations.

O.e of the original lamps is found in

wooden fireplace mantels and simple mouldings around

of the
ceilings
main block.
main block of the house and

well-finished than those of
painted plaster rather than

almost to the point
the least. well-finished room in
jevel that was used for the
The cooking rirepldce ‘and bake oven

of the original ty the present occupants.

arge with many small comrartments for the storing of
tck laid in sand.

especially i
ia or New England. i
rooms are Very

Their one notable
fine
black

reminiscent of

house have ceiling
eight feet high
This accounts

>

of crudeness.

have been

i ;
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS

.l!l’c»dr Ouumu AMINJ . )
[ Pre-Calumbien! [0 16th Contery [ 18th Copuiy 0 20tk Contery
[ 15tk Convery ] 17th Century [3 19 Contiry

‘s’t:l!’it‘ on Ti3d (1f Applicadle snd Knewn) 18u2-1845

AREAY OF BiemFicAncE (Check Omne or More a2 Appeopriste)

Aberiginal 1 Edveation ) Peliticsl ] Urben Pleaning
) ] Histedie 0 eduatry losophy

) Apriceinre 0 inventien O Science

B Architecturs [0 Lendscepe 0 Seulprers

0 an Architacture [ Seciel/Humen- )

[ Cesmerce O Literature Ttarien

[} Communicutions ) Milivery [ Theater

[0 Censervatien [} Wusie 0 Transp

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oochran Grange was the home of John P. Cochran, forty-third Govervor
of nemuavs-nm. His family, of Scotdl-i’rish descent, originally
settled in Maryland. After they came to Delaware, they acquired much of
theeastezﬁportmnofadwema where Cochren Grange row stands.
@mermr(hdlﬂm*t*asbornmmummnkmmlaus from the time
of his birth, he spent nearly all of his life on'a farm. Be was one of
the leaders in the development of peach groving in Delavare, and eventually
becamﬁxelargestpeachproduoermm. Georgesﬂmdmd

'mehu.sehaswramedmﬂmhmdsdfthemdu\mfmﬂysinoeit
wasbaﬁlt,andnwmoccmledbyﬁe(;ovemsmat-gmmson,uho
mtaimsamoftheordg::almnngs
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Trerlein, Harold Donaldson, and Hubbard, Cortlandt v.D. Historic Houses 3
and Buildings of Delaware. Dover: Public Archives ,—_[963.‘__—_— E

e

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Delasare: 1603-1888. 2 vols. Philadelphia:
L. J. Richard £ Co., 1888.

10:/GECGRAPHICAL DATA : —
LAT'TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES i TATITUDE AMD LONGITUDE COORDINATES
SEFINING A RECTANGLE LOTATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF & PROPERTY
H ©OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dogross Minutss Seconds |Degrees Minutes Seconds Degraes Mimutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

n NW - . - o ® - -] . .- ° . -

“E L] L] - L ] . - 39 26 35 75 l'“‘v 11

SE . . . ® N .

® . - L " -

TENROXTAATE ACAEAGE OF NOMINATED PROFERTY: Vo]

STRAEET AND NUMBER:

Hal) of Becords

CITY OR TOWH: ATATE cobk

w
LIST Akl STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES Q\"RL‘P’!NG STATE oR COUNTY BOUNDARIES m
STATE: CODE | COUNTY cook

: . m
STATE: 3 CODE | COUNTY: ! CODE
- =
STATE: ZODE | COUNTY: cobE
we
ATATER 4 : CODE | COUNTY: cope -
=
4
= c
oy » n
Mr. plchard Schmidt
ORGAMIZATION ' DATE -
- - - - - —
Division of Historical and Qultiral Affairs 1411/12
i o
b 4
w

.
3
Ly 15

Do laare—
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
ticial Histerie Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
§9-565), T hiéreby nomicate this property for inclusion
in the Nationa} Register and certify that it has been
evalusted sccoiding to the criteria and procedures set
forifs by the Nationsl Park Service. The recommended

{ hereby certily that this property is included in the
Natlonal Register.

Chiel, Oftice of Arckealogy and Historic Preservation

i

Date
ATTEST:
'
5}*"?"* Title [ X £ \stont
o2 and Cultural Affairs “Keeper of The National Register ;
Date

Dete

tE £
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HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPR FORM .
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: - PHOTO EREDIT: - -
v or meove: Ity 1972
; Rear view from south,

05,/02/2005 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE



T
=
—
- B
3
>
PROJECT DISPOSITION CARD REM * RKS: :
COMMON NAME Cochran Gra{ R s ) M
HISTORIC NAME Cochran Qﬂgm_.&- John P. Cochran House ' m
Location _UsS. Rt. 301, 9/10 m. west of Penn. R.R. “racks on left, Midddetown 3
OWNER Charxles M. Cochran III H
: !
ADDRESS __Same :
SPONSOR :
: COTACT Mr. Edward F. Heite, Historic Registrar :
¥ ADDRESS Hall of Records, Dover, Delawarxe 19901 COMPLETED ;
GESEARCHER _Mr. Richard Schmidt ;
lI.IlllI.I.ll-.I..lI.lIlIlll.lllI..lllllllllm
TRANSACIICN DATE TRANSACTION DATE n.
———— ——— — —— i
YES NO TH
FORMS RECEIVED BOARD RESPONSE X OTHER] ’
]
ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION REQUESTED SUBMISSION TO NPS -
VES | NO_|OTHER ;
INFORMATION RECEIVED NPS RESPONSE X 4/3/73 !

FORMS COMPLETED 2/11/75 OWNERS NOTIFICATION “
PHOTO FORMS COMPLETED o /21 /72 | NEWS RELEASE m
MAPPING FORMS COMPLETED Q\wﬁ\ﬁ w
STATE REVIEW BOARD i
]
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

NG

Farm 10-300 v go{ Jres ceparTMENT OF THE nTemior | ) { '! srave
vty 1958} ] NATIORAL PARK SERVICL ! Dalavare
' COUNTY; =
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New Castle
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NP3 USE ONLY ]
. ENTHY MUMBEN oAYER
{Type all entries — completo applicable sections) ;
T s ’
COMMON
Hedeelavn
AND/OR HISYORIE
A Hadenlam, ¥ehl House
{2. CocaTion
BTRELY AND NUMBER:
U.S, 301, 1.2 miles west of Middleton
CITY OR YOWN:
Middletorm
STATE cooe |{COUNTY( COnE
Pela e 10 Hetr Cantle 2ty
13._CLASSIFICATION '
CATEGORY ACCESHBLE
(Check One) OWNERHIP STATUS . 1yo TheE puBbLiC
{3 Diswict %] Buitding LI Public Public Acquisitinon K] Ossupind Yos:
] Site (] Srvcrure {52 Privete ) In Prasess () Unsesspind '} Rum-fu
(3 Object (7} Both (3 Being Consvigind [ Prevsrvation work 3 Unmamrinred
in pragress |3 No
PRESENT USE {Check Dne or More as Appropriate)
(3 Agriculturol ] Governmant ] Park {3 Trenspestatien () Commenss
13 Commerelal 1 industiol B Private Residance [0) Other (Spuctey)
{1} Educotional 3 Mitirary {J Religions .
O Entartcinment 0 Museum ) Scientilic
¥4, OWNER OF PROPERTY )
BWNERTS M AME: v l_b?
Viector Knh'l/ / pli . er A 3
STRELY AND NUMBER: - 2
11, iles iest of Middletom
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: [-£.2 -1 4
jadletosm Delasare 10
}5.. LOCATION OF LECAL'DESCRIPTION :
OVRTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, € TC: 8
Puhlic Building H
TTAEET ANO NUMBEN: " 2
fereee_Roriney Square
CITY ON TOWN: sYaTR cone
Wilmington Delaviare 10
{6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVE Y} : 2
A lict of Melws Heys ooy §143nere in Mew. Caztle 0o, i
OATE OF SURVEY:  10p73 ] Federel ‘) State ] County B Locat 2 2
CEPOMTORY FOR IURVEY RECOADS: ‘I: %
. Greater Wilmineton [ovelonment Comeil 5 P
BTRERT AND NUMBE R 3 i m
. 300 Drlaware Avenua, Srite 1320 2
CITY OR TOWN: SYTATE: : COVE 3
W imineton Nelazare 1n g
. n
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7., BESCRIPTION < NS . . :
(Chuck Ones )
CONDITION [ Excstiem ) Gﬁt‘ ] Fair {7 Deteriorutnd ) Ruins ] Uneaponwd (
{Chac.” One) {Chack Ona)
1 Alrered §) Unelrered ] Moved ) Oviginal Sive

GESCHIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {11 known) PHYMTAL APPEARANCE

This five-bay, two-and-a-half-story frame nouse, sheathed in claphoard,
is L shaped in its basic plan. The first story contains a parlor, entrance
hall with stair, livine room, and dining room in the main block, and a side i
stair pantry, and kitchen in the wing. The second story contains clambers;
those in the wing, for the use of tae servants,usre separated by a door that
locked only from the family's side. The upper half-story contains bedrooms
for both the family and the heln in the main block, and more rooms for the
help in the back 'rine; the servants' rooms again arv seprefated from the
normal traffic patterns of the family hy a serarate hallvay and another
lock «1 door. The housr as it stands tolavy i3, with the exception of a few
minor alterations, the house as o-:ilt in 1856, Tt originally had three
open porches: one on the. front of the howse facina northvest, one on the side
to the southwest, and one on the hack facine southeast, OF these only one . k
remains open, that on the side beint sereened in at a later undetermined E
date and that in back beins walled in shortly after the comletion of the ;
house. Contemnoranesous with the alterations on the back porch am the
additions of the lean-to storace area and covered work area that form a unif
with the rorch. The back porch was conwerted to a dining area for the hired
help that came evarv harvest season. Curiouslv =nough, the wall of the
porch intersects a windos heloneine to the pantry, half of which was closed
off in the course of the alteration. A second alteration occurred

shortly after its completion, vhen one of the second-story windos on
the front of tho houre vas walled in, the shutters being permanently closed

338

The house originally was eray with sreen trim. The pres:2nt eolor
scheme is vellos with vhite trim. Mearby is a privy with a hirped roof in
a sood state of preservation. Yedeolawm retains its orieinal garden and
entrance paths, especially in the front of the house, :

Stylistically, the house is a composite. The Georgian style is
visible both in the double-pile floor plan and in the transom lieh® and
sidelights around the door. The windows have larre panes and thin muntons;
if they can be said to ba influenced by any particular style, it would be ;
that of the Federal period. For the most part, hosever, the house was
influenced by the Creek Revival and the Italianate Pevival styles. The
Greek Pevival style is seen in the Doric pilasters mning the full height
of the building at every nrincipal cormer, as well as in the porrhes, vhich
are all one story high, containing the provineial paneled Doric box pillars
with box bases and capitals which support an equally provineial entablature
camposed of an architrave with guttae, a frieze(devoid of any triglyvhs or
metopes), and above that a ros of dentils borraced from the Corinthian ordeyp,
the whole superimposed by a slightly raking cornice.

SNOITIONRY LS NI

A gt

The Ttalianate Revival is seen in the desien of the mass of the
building with its block-like form, two-and-a-half stories, hox cornice, and ;
overly large dentils vhich serve as brackets. The mixture of Doric
pilasters and Italian hox cornice with brackets may seem indelicate from
a stvlistic point of wiew, but is visually charming, .
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Form 10.3008 i STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER ) t [svave
{ely 1969) i NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L O R p—
NATIONAL R5GISTER OF HISTO IC PLACES {°ou' :
: Meeg Castle
INVENTORY - NOMIN; - ION FORM FOR NPE USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) B ITRY NUMBER DATE ‘
100 € . :
[Numbae #il entrinz)

7. DESCRIPTION (continued}---

In the interior, the second and third floor rooms are very plain,having
only the simplest mouldings around the doors and windows and painted plaster
or wallpapered walls. The rooms on the first floor, however, are laryer and
wore grand in scale, especially the parlor vhich takes up one uhole side of
the main block of the house. All these rooms have ceilings that are ten feet
high. The parlor was papered, although the original paper is gone. The
windows are large and have a simple roulding around them, repeated in the
doorirav. The windows also have wooden panels below, to pive a flour-to-ceiling
effect. The room contains a *hite marble fireplace, and has a decorative plasfer
mount for a chandelier(nos missing), in the middle of the ceiling. The main i
stair hall has . wther plaster chandalier mount similar to that found in the :
parior. In addition, there is a newel post lamn that, if it is not original,
was installed vary shortly after the house was completed, The stairs them~
selves are very plain with no decora*ion whatever. The livirg room is the
smallest room ¢ the first floor. It contains a black-marble fireplace, and
is papered to within about 18 inches of the ceilins, at which point is located
a papier-mache mouldine, The winda: treatment is veiy nlain. The dining room ,
contains another black marble firenlace and the same wall treatment of mouldind N
above the vallpaper. This treatment was most likely deviced to createa more 5
intim= 8 effect by visually lovering the ceilinz.
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ﬁ(méﬂ (Checy %nz "Maew uu Appropriate)

O oy |

£l L e coien) 3 6th Cannry 3 20 Contury
[} 154 Contury O 17 Contury 3 19tk Convary
FPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) 18588
AREAS OF S$IGHIFICANCE (CANck Ons or More as Approprisre)
Abac iginol [ Education 1 Pelitical 03 Urban Plaming
) Prehisteric [ Enginaacing £ Religion/Phi. 3 Other iSpecttyy
{3 Histeric ) industey losophy
£3 Agriculivre ] Invention ] Scionce
53 Architecturs 1 Lendicape 0 Sevipture
0 An Architecture £ Sociol/Humon.
[} Commurce ] Liversture Itorian .
{3 Communicarions {3 Mititery 3 Theoter :
{21 Connervation {3 Musie L] Transportetion

IBTATEMENT OF SIGNIMICANCE

William R. Cochran, born on Julv 26, 1834, one of the sons of the
43rd Governor of Delaware, John P. Cochran, obtained the land for this
house from his fathar, it being part of the Govermor's extensive land
holdings known as the Stockton tract. Little is kncwn of the man, William
R. Cochran; hosever, more can be told concerning his land. TIt, alone with
the other land in the Stockton tract, was uszed for the cultivation of
peaches. The fact that the house was built in 1856, the year the corpletio
of the Delaware Railroad brought an economic boom, is probably no aceident.

In this same general period, the Governor further dirided his land
to create another farm for yet another son, Charles Cochran. It is
interesting to note that these two houses - that of William R. ard that
of Charles - are identical except for minor details. The houses are
representative of a style that gained in popularity in the 18u0's through
tiie 1880's - the Italianate Pevival. As for Hedoelam itzelf, its state
of prescrvation ard minimal amount of alteration makes it an imrortant
architectural specimen, as well as a good historic document of the Delavare
peach prosperity,
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0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

i

| Dover e
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liatson Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nstional Register and certify that it hes been
evslusted sccording o the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
tevel of significance of this nomination is:
Natiom? (O Sue Local (3

Name

Dr. E. Berkeley Tompkins

Tie _Diractor. Div. of Historical
“and Cultural Affairs

Dats

I hereby certify that this propesty is included in the
National Regiater.

i

Chiel, Office of Atcheology and Historic Preservation

————————————————

Dste
ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
Date
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XXEXXEXALANARXXXXNXXXXNX
k §§§xxxxx§x
April 28, 1973

Mr. Victor Kohl

U.S. Route 301
» Middletown, Delaware
Dear Mr. Kohl:
‘ It is my sincere pleasure to fnform you tmc@ elawn has been
] placed on the Natfonal Register of Historic Places, effective Aptil 3,
; 1973. By virtue of its placement on the National Register, Phdgelawn
now enjoys a certain measure of protection under the Natiomal Historic :
Preservation Act of 1966; the enclosed 1{tarature should explain the
: provisions of this law, but please do not hesitate to call on up 1f
you have any questions. ‘
i ;
! A certificate, certifying the award of this honor, will be mailed ’
’ within a few weeks.
: ‘**
Sincerely,
|
Grover A. Biddle
Assistant Secratary of State
i (Acting Director)

GABrefh:pf

Enclosures
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PROJECT DISPOSITION CARD 'REMARKS:

COMMON NAME . Hedgelawn ¢ } .
©  HISTORIC NAME , :
LOCATION U.S, 301, 1.2 miles west of Middletown, Delaware
¢ OWNER Victor Xohl

! ADDREss . U.S. Rt. 301, 1.2 miles w. of Middletown, Middletcwn, Pel.

SPONSOR

5 CONTACT M, Edward T, Heite, Historic Registrar —

:  ADDRess _._Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware COMPLETED :
. RESEARCHER Mr. Richard Schmidt ‘ — ;
_____JRANSACTION DATE TRANSACTION L DATE
FORMS RECEIVED BOARD RESPONSE — { NG JOTHER
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUESTED SUBMISSION TO NPS ; I R
i INFORMATION RECEIVED NPS RESPONSE E_vg%_}_g_o—_}_gm' 42713
© FORMS COMPLETED 7/18/72] OWNERS NOTIFICATION :
| PHOTO FORMS COMPLETED 8 /21 /72| NEWS RELEASE

MAPPING FORMS COMPLETED 7/24/72

STATE REVIEW BOARD
L |
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OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10~31-84

U‘nited States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—-—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet N-121 ltem number 7

N-121

Property Name: Weston (S. Brady Farm, 1868): built‘sg. 1850

Location and Verbal'Boundary7Description:

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to -
house, outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 18.39120.71740 ‘Tax parcel 13.012.00-194

Owner: Dixie Robb
Route 1, Box 487

Middletown, Delaware
Déscription:
~=2xtlption

"Weston consists of an imposing main house made up of the original two-

story brick farm-
house adjoining a later and larger brick three-story addition whose des

ign displays in-
Later still, a one-story wood
nthe original house. Significant out-
smokehouse, barn, granary and tenant house. To-
elatively unaltered example of a large and pPros-
dred in the mid-nineteenth century,

Structure was added to the north and east sides of
buildings on the farm include icehouse,

gether they represent an excellent and r
perous farm complex in St. George's Hun



neS rom 19-900-3
683

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory—-—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet N<121

Item number 7 Page 3

y built in 1941, extends to the north and east of the original

X : A powder room also was added to the
old dining room, In addition, the original door and adjacent window on the south side
of the old wing were removed and replaced with a larger door. Alterations in 1941 to

the main wing included the removal of a an original side door and middle window from
the south wall, the space being bricked up. - This enabled the library to be created out
of two rooms with a central fireplace insteaduof”the:Original two, and window seats ad-

: ' : ; Bookcases were built into the win-
of'the’fireplace. -The porch was also repaired, with
ice repaired and ornament on fascia removed,

with hand hewn beams, unaltered on the first floor

on the second, There is a tenant house of white c¢lapboard behind
eer ' to t ‘sometime in the twentieth cen-

house with circular stone cellar, now coverted

~unconVertedfsmokehouse nearby, Completing the

nk b cattle and horse stalls on the

“"Weston" is a significant architectural example from the reb
ca. 1830 to 1860. A growing market for grain and other fa
tion of lang holdings, and the improvement of the means of transportation, brought new
agricultural Prosperity to the state, ‘This manifested itself in buildings larger and
" more ornate than anything that had~Beeniseeh‘Befbré. Weston combined features of
Greek Revival and Italianate styles in a

status, The house, together with itg related'outBuildings, shows
merit and is ap excellent example of a ) '
century,

uilding period in Delaware,
Tm produce, the.consdlida-

'Historical Back iround "and Signif i.Caﬁéev:

8, settling first in“Pennsylvania,
The family moved to Delaware in 1847 wheh’tﬁrée~sons, Samuel, William and George bought

the 496 acre farm from the Rev, Nicholas Patterson and hisg wife. The farm subsequently
remained in the Brady family until 1933,

ibution of farm produce to the growing urban
centers of Delaware, Penhsylvania-and'Maryland. The nearby Chesapeake and Delaware
Canal algo facilitated transportation.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New Castle
INVENTORY - NOWMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY :
ENTRY NUMBER DATE t
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) = i
COMMON: £
Greenlawn i
AND/OR HISTORICH §
Outten Davis House ; William Brady House i
f2.-LOCATION . -
STREET ANC NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWHMI P
Middletown i
STATE CODE |COUNTY! cops 1
Delaware 10 New Castle 003
[3CLASSIFICATION o > — -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One} OWNERSHIP STATUR 70 THE PUBLIC
[0 Distrier ﬂ Building [0 Public Public Acquisition: 5] Oceupled Yes:
0 Sive O Stucture Private 1 In Process [ Uneccupied a .“ﬂ“:.‘
O Object 01 Borh 3 Being Considered | (] Proservation workf T U7t \:
in progress & He
PRESENT USE (Check One or More a3 Appropriste) ;
O Agricultwel [0 Governmenm 0O Perk [ Trenspertetion ac U
[ Commercial O Industriel K] Private Residence ] Orher (Specity)
[] Educational 0O wmilirary [ Religious
[ Entertalnment O Museum [ Selentific
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(Check One) ]
KX Excellont [0 Geed [ Felre [ Deteriorated [ Ruins ‘O Unexpesed

D
Cfm i (Chock One) {Chock One) .
B Altered [0 Uneltered ) Meved K] Originel Sire
BE THE P T AND ORIGINAL (I kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ! ‘-I

! As it stands today, the Brady House is five bays wide, brick, two stories g
: high, with cross-gable and a porch across the frontage. Two dormers ;
{ flank the cross-gable. The house faces west, toward the old 'Peterson Road, i
now Route 896, Surrounding the house are numerous trees and outbuildings, !
arranged in a carefully planned pattern. At the highway frontage, there is |
an ornate iron fence that terminates a vista on axis with the front door of the ;
: house. A drive along the north edge of the yard connects the ‘house and barns :
with the highway. i

g

i

A rear brick ell, to which a lower brick wing has been added, extends the :
house eastward, Between this ell and the main house ig an ornate screened ; 4
verandah, now glassed in. Large brackets, a widow's walk on the roof, and ; i
ornate chimney caps are among the well-preserved exterior details.

The first floor contains a center stair hall with a large parlor to the right

and a living room to the left in the main block; a small stair hall,

office, dining room, breakfast room, kitchen, and pantry are situated in

the brick rear wings. For the use of the family, there were two bedrooms

on the second floor of the main block and three in the wing; a small servani's
bedroom occurs in the second floor of the rear wing. The third floor contains
three bedchambers.

33s

The rooms on the first floor are large, but plain, embellished primarily with
finely~detailed stone mantels. Greek Doric columns support the marble man
shelves. Similar stone mantels are found in the second floor rooms of: the mal
block. For additional decorations, Brady depended upon the rich draperies
and other furnishings that still remain in some parts of the house.

SNOILONYLSNI

. The exterior brickwork, which is laid in Flemish bond on the front and in
common bond on the sides and rear, was painted yellow, but much of the
paint has weathered off. The trim remains painted white.

Vi anaea man

The front of the house is framed by a vista of random-sized plantings that
gurround a lawn on axis. At the roadside, an elaborate iron fence serves

to terminate the vista.
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TSIGN|FICANCE" "~ EFA e i S SR T Y R AR L St T
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FPECIFIE DATEIS (1 Applicable and Kriswn) 1810, 1860
AmEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock Ons or More as Approprists) 3 i v
Aber iginsl [ Educetion [ Peliticel [ Urben Plenning i —';-;
[ Prehisteric ) Enginesring O Religien/Phi. [ Other (Spoctiy) !
.E_'(.l..“"'f' a O Indvasry tesophy : T
O Awieviue [0 inventiea 0 Science
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O At T aditedmee < YD) Secial/Mumen- ! 2
] Cemmerce 0O Lierewrs itorion % :
[ Communicetiors ) Mitivery ] Theater : .

[0 Censervation 0O Musie ] Tranaportor

TATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

Greenlawn was originally built around 1810 by Outten Davis, a merchant and farmer
who. was. instrumental in the development of Middletown as a comne rcial center.
Davis built his house soon after he moved his operations from Cantwell's Bridge
(Odessa) to Middletown. He was soon joined by other young entrepreneurs, who
established a trading community around the Middletown crossroads. As the village
grew, it-eclipsed the older markets at Noxontown and Cautwell's Bridge. By mid-c :
Middletown was the commercial, cultural, and religious center for lower New Cas i
County. Outten Davis, as a founder ~f the Middletown Academy and active civie
leader, had been at the forefront of this development. '

As built, the house was a typical late-Georgian brick structure, 2} stories high,
with a five-bay frontage featuring such details as a semicircular fanlight over the
entry and a small portico over the door.

INSTRUCTIONS

PRSP SRR PSRN TEITIE L R LR

william Brady, who bought the house in 1860, altered it redically, with the
sadition of a cross-gable, an ornate. three-bay front porch, a widow's wal': on the
roof, bracketed cornices, and large-paned windows. The present owner, Wwilliam'
niece Miss Helen Brady, has preserved the house intact. - .. = "3

SEE

Wwilliany Brady's alterations to Greenlawn were in ke..ping with the teachings of
A. J. Downing, whose Country Houses was one of the most influential architecture i
books published during the nineteenth century. Landsecaping, which includes a
east-iron fence along the highway frontage, has survived remarkably intact to i !
testify to the influence of Downing's ideas.

-
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Personal interview, Miss Helen Brady.
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R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRLS : .
CORMNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUD® i
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

) %ﬁ TATE LIATSON OF FICER GERTIFICATION

As the designated Stete Liaison Oflicer [or the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), | hereby inate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evalusted sccording to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
lavel of significance of this nomination is:

Nationa! [ Stete [ Local (X

Titte Director, Div., of Hi
and Cultural Affairs

1 hereby certify that this propLity is included in the
National Register. i
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¢ PROJECT DISPOSITION CARD REMARKS: ]
“ s
g comson nave _Cxeentam () ; ;
. HISTORIC NAME _Qutten Davis H 3
LOCATION __North Broad Stz L
OWNER Miss Helen Brady ;
ADDRESS Box 144, Middletown, Delaware :
SPONSOR ;
CONTACT Mz, Edward F, Heite, Historic Registx- .
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INFORMATION RECEIVED NPS RESPONSE 4/24/73
FORMS COMPLETED 8/72 | OWNERS NOTIFICATION '
PHOTO FORMS COMPLEIED 1/22/72] NEWS RELEASE
T 1
MAPPING FORMS COMPLETED j
STATE REVIEW BOARD .
¢ %
L : =
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N=143 Twin Holly Farm
Condition: Fair; altered; interior, original site.

Description: ¢

This house, bullt by Andrew Eliason in 1856, is three ltotiu tall, five
bays wide, of brick and L shaped in plan. The first floor contai.ns a

center stair hall, with a parlor to the left and & living *oam and a dining
room to the right, while the wing contains a side entrance, kitchen, and

a pantry. The second and third floors each contain four bedrooms for the
family in the main block, and several smnller rooms for the help in the wing.

Some alterations have been carried out in the house, most ol them restricted
to tho wing and the dining room in the main black, The parlor remains exactly
as built save for the removal of the plester chandelier mount in the center
of the ceiling. A plaster decoration yoes around the room at ceiling height,
which when added to the Greek Revival mouldings around the windows and doors,
and the marble flreplace, make a most elegant room indeed. . Tha stairhall

has doors leading into each of the principal rooms on the i'irst floor - that
of the dining room being walled in later - and has a main entrance, a double J
door swrrounded by etched frosted glass in the transom light and side lights.
Alterations have occurred in the living room and dining room, but not to an
extent that their original identity has beesn lost. The wing has suffered
most however, the original kitchen being almost unrecog. izable behind its
paneled walls and wall tc -1l carpst. The second floor rooms in the main
block ara well preserved, wnile those in the wing have been alterdd, the sime
being true for the roems on the third floor. Many stylistic anomalies exist
within the house for its rather late date - the most notable amony those
being the use of Greek Revival detailing both inside and otitsida the house.
The mouldings around the doors and windows on botb the first and second floors
are unusual in the usa of a pediment - like motii{, which, while baing out of
date, lend a great dea’. of elegance to the stherwice bare rooms.

The exterior is brick on a stone foundation, laid in all stretches bend on the

facade of the house, Flemish bond on the drive side of the house, and common

bond everywhere else. The shutters are unusual for the Delaware area in being

panaled and painted white on the first floor and louvered and painted green

on the second and third floors. Stone sills set off every double hung sash

window with six pznes of glass per sash on the house, There are three porches

on the house, one on the facade, one on the drive side, and one on the inside

angle of the L. All three have been modified, however, excepting the porch

on the inside angle of the L, the modifications have beon cnly to change ths

material of the floors from wood to brick or cement, leaving the rest intact. :
The porch on the inside of the L however, was all removed, which only gives i
a partial idea of what it originally looked like. The facade is a bit unusual

in having a central emphasis, which consists of the main doorway beiny ornamented,
and the second and third story windows over the door having sidelights added to
them. A cornice with brackets goes entirely around the houss except for the rear
of the house, where there is a cornica but no brackets. A viewing platform

once occupied the center section of the almost flat roof, but is completely missing
today.
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Stylistically, the house is an excelisnt axample of the Italianate Rerival
Style in the State of Dalawaré. It has the usual plan, but differs slightly
from che usual examples in elevation, being a full three stories tall rather
than just two and one-half. The half atorm usually supplied & visual slowing
down or tesmirus for the design in the ITtalians:s Revival Style, bui in this
casd, the all rises slightly higher above ths third storm window tian normal,
and thus, with the cornice,provides a visual terminus. Although being slightly
different from the norm, the building does not appear badly: scuxéd snd is

in fact, quits pleasing.

Statsment of Significance - 19th century; bulle 1856;
Arsas of Significance: Architecturs; Agriculture

Of Andrew Eliason born on April 30, 1810, Scharf writess
“He has been all his life, engagud in farming, to the practical details
of which he has given the closest attention. BEvery step of his life
shows evidence of sound judgment and strong common sense. Commsncing
1ife as a driver of teams on the canal, he has advanced stesdily, forward,
and, by axercise of the sterling virtues of industry and frugality, has become
the owner of four unencumered farms, embrasing nearly nine hundred acros,
in S8t. Geoxgys's and Pencader hundreds,”

One of these farms was that belonging to his two half-brothers, their shares of
which he bought up in 1838, It was on this property in 1856, that he bullt

the house which we see today. 2Xs with many farmers in the areas, Mr. Eliason
was sxtensively engaged in the propagation of peaches, shipping them on the
Chesapsake and Dslaware canal to various cities on the sast coast.

In addition to his agricultural pursuits however, he was thy » times a member
of the House of Reprasentatives of the State of Delaware, introducing the first
511l securing property rights for married women and being an infinentisl
supporter of the bill prohibiting the sale of intoxicants in Delaware on
election day.

The house mérits our attention, then, on three countss the first being its
relationship to the peach industry, the second being the importance of its
owner in state politics, and the third being the superior architectural merit
of the house itself.

Bibliography Reference: Scharf, History of Delaware, pp. 984-985.
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United States Department of the Interior
‘National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet  N-413 Item number 7 Page 1

N-413
Property Name: A. Eliason House, (Beers 1868), built ca. 1850)

Location and Bounddnyy Description:

The A. Eliason House is located on the east side of Rt. 896 approximately .5 miles
south of Rt. 896 and Rt. 15, north of Mount Pleasant. The house and farmstead stands
in cultivated farmland near the present Summit Airfield. The nomination includes the
house, smokehouse, granary, cartshed, and a brick stable. WNoncontributing elements

..are a modern addition to the brick stable and modern farm buildings to the rear of the
lot. The nominated acreage encompasses 7 acres.

The nominated parcel begins at a point :5 miles north of the intersection of Rts. 896
and 15 north of Mt. Pleasant and 50 feet to the east of Rt. 15. Here it extends east
for 500 feet where it makes a 90 turn to the north and proceeds for another 500 feet
until it forms a 90° turn toward the west back toward Rt. 15. The boundary is completed

where it makes another 90" turn and runs parallel to Rt. 15 to join the first point,
now the south west corner.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 18+38620+74386- Tax parcel 13-007-00-014

Owner: Federick C. and Clara Yaiser

R. D. 1, Box 364

Middletown, Delaware

Description:

The A. Eliason House is a five-bay, three-story brick dwelling with a shallow hipped
roof, and : two one-story, tetra-style porches. Built in the 1850s by Andrew Eliason,
the house is laid out on a center-passage plan with an original service wing off the
east elevation of the main block. Laid in mechanical bond on the front or west eleva-
tion and common bond on the remaining walls, the exterior is distinguished by six-over-
six light sash windows diminishing in size from the ground floor to the third. The



. NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No.1024-0018
©-82) Exp.10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet N-413 ttem number 7

Page 2

central windows are set off by two-over-two éidelights. The main entry into the front
of the house is through a central doorway with a plain transom and sidelights. The
main entry into the front of the house is through a central doorway with a plain tran-

som and sidelights encased in an austere classically inspired architrave. Also of note

on the exterior of the main block of the house is the use of shallow ogee modillion
blocks.

‘Behind the house extends a range of service structures progressing in the locally cus-
tomary manner from those associated with the functions of the household back to those
housing the dirtiest aspects of farm life. From the house eastward these are a two-
story brick combination carriage house and storage loft, an earthfast cartshed framed
on cedar posts and having a shed roof, a braced frame granary containing corn cribs
flanking a central drive-through wagon floor and having overhead grain storage fa-

cilities, and at the end of the range a brick stable which recently has been altered
with its conversion to a tractor shed.

~ Historical Background and Significance:

The A. Eliason House was commissioned in the 1850s by Andrew Eliason. Eliason's pro-
gress as a successful farmer in St. Georges and Pencader hundreds should serve as a
coda for this nomination. As a subscriber to Scharf's History of Delaware, Eliason
sponsored a biography as ostentatious as his three-story brick house. Scharf describes
Eliason's rising fortunes from the time he worked as a drover on the Chesapeake and
Delaware Canal, through his years as a tenant farmer, to his success as a landholder
supervising the production of at least three farms. While Eliason's fortunes differ
only in degree from those of his landed neighbors, his interest in the commissioning

of history describes the final phase of the rebuilding cycle of the mid nineteenth
century. :

In the historical progression of agricultural reform, land reallocation, shifting

markets, and rebuilding activity, the final phase was the creation of an appropriate

. past to match the historic present. It is significant that in these biographical
sketches published by Scharf, the subjects’ almost invariably mention the physical im-

provements made to their dwellings. The houses, as symbols of personal attainment

and the definition of an economically stratified social class hierarchy, were mon-

uments to a present order. Through the writing of history, those monuments became fix-
ed in time, place, and mind of singular historic moment.

Nominated by Bernard L. Herman
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL BITE
Xaooo —RUINS XaLrineo —MOJED DATE
—PAIR ~UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on the north side of County Road 429, approximately one mile east of its junction :
-with Route 896, Achmester is in north central St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County,
Dalaware. Large, prosperous farms with Greek Revival peach mansions and other early farm
complexes dominate the landscape along this road running from Armstrong Crossroads to the
former grain shipping town of Odenza, three miles east. Very little in the way of new
building has occurred here in this century, leaving broad, unspoiled vistas of an ares

° which has maintained its agricultural stats to the present,

aut N A R e

- Achmester is a one-and-a~half stoxy, single-pile, frame dwelling having a formally
composed five~bay main block on a full basement of stone; a five-bay, gable end wing
of uneven fenestration; and a rear service ell, also of 5-bays, The asphalt-shin-led
gable roof is pierced on the facade by gable-roofed dormers, and at the rear by shed-

roofed dormers. Four Interior end chimnies and one interior. chimney are of stuccoed

" brick wich corbelled caps. At the facade, simple box cornices and docmers have been
decorated at a.later date with Gothic Ravival sawnwozk trim, pendents, and vergeboards.
A single-bay portico on the gable end wing has a flat roof with architrave cornice,
supported by a pair of square, champliered-edged posts. Its tracery-like sawn decora-
tions applied to the corner brackets and coxrnice are repititions of motifs found on

- of the chimnies, accomplished through the use of paired tarra cotta chi'hney pots,

with German siding and has plain cornerboards. Under the sheé~roofed porch at the ¥
rear of the ell can be seen beaded weatherboard, indicating the later nature of the £ 3
predominant German siding. Louvered shutters conceal four-over-four pane windows.

An oil painting of about 1850 shows "Achmester, seat of the late Richard Mansfield” in

appears to be of the earlier type found under the rear porch; there were two pairs of
fidows at the gable end of the main block where now only the upper pair remain; the

the main block and presumably the gable end wing -~ was constructed be‘ween June and
August of 1829.53The main or western block was afforded the most formal treatm.nt of
the three sections. Its highly symwetrical form is established by the even placement
f-a palyr of windows on either side of the replacement Renaissance Revivrl center
doot, and emphasized vertically in the reduction of the number of bays and in the
teénuated nature of the dormers framed by the interior end chimnies. The main block:
greater height in its second floor; taller windows and the roofline rise about
and-a-half feet above that of the other sections. Inside, the center hall has an
‘string stair with reeded balusters and a square newel post. A rear exit door
& located dirdctly opposite the main entrance. Throughout the hall and the room on
r: gide is a simple beaded baseboard and evidence of a chair rail. An original
chinnéy piece remains in the eastern room. In the Federal style, a tripartite blocked
itle. shelf esxtends over a likewise blocked entablature above the fireplace architrave.
tern room, a Renalssance Revival black marble chimney piece replaces the °*
: ' - Its round arched opetiing is visually reinforced by two
n-moulding déchioing the overall configuration.’ A raised panel
. &t the” top of the curve, implying support for the curvilinear

o Lt

e TR
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. octagonal in shape with horizontal mouldings suggesting capitals. The house is sheathed I -y

its original configuration with only minor changes apparent today: the weatherboard s ] ', x“
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CONTINUATION SHEET _  memnumesn 7 eace 1 |
1s havo simple

/The:gable end wing of five bays has an exterlor door.at the bay closest to the main
‘oék. Hers a passage runs about one-third the length of this section, rather than
ending back the width of the house. On the far side of this passage is a relatively
nall room having a late-Federal mantle of the same type as that of the miin block.
1wo.-vertical-board closet doors one full size, the other tall and narrow, flank the
chimney piéce. ‘the largest room of the house is the three-bay section of 'this wing,
acted to the rear ell, and having a painted marble chimney piece like that at
opposite end of the house, a double closet with mid-nineceenth-century panaled
déors, and access to the second floor via a winding stair. A simple Pederal chair
1, baseboard, and the architraves are jiden‘ical to those of the main block.

{ B

itk i adhat

ihe rear ell has been much altered in its rear fenestration and floor plan with the
iritréduction of modern plumbing and kitchen facilities. The five bays, ‘two doors and
£ central chimnéy visible from the east indicate its original hall-parlor plan. It is
‘bossible that this ell was the original 1819 home of Mansfield, becoming the service
ying at the time of the 1829 additions. Exterior examination, however, does not
upport this idea in that the fenestration and other details would suggest a

ynchironious date for the entire home, or an extensive remodeling of 1823.

v e SR

& seconid floor with its inward slanting ceilings is finished with plaster and
the as found on the first floor. Six rooms are found there; the two lai’ger rootis
tHeé main block having fireplaces with simple architraves. Windows at ‘the dormers
2 -two-over-two pane Victorian examples and at the gable ends are original three-
“‘over~six:pane windows. The main block section of the second floor has a large stair
landing and doors, each with four raised panels.

‘outhiildings of frame construction are a cow barn, shed, milk house, and granary.
i:are: of vertical board siding with corrugated metal roofs. ‘Associated with the
.18 a large twentieth-century metal silo. A smokehouse of square dimension

s6- construction is sheathed with vertical board sfiding and has a cedar shake roof.
iata) wind-powered water pump is located at the far corner of plan of outbuildings
+ _st closely resembles a court. Two modern intrusions are a trailer and a

it:block: garage.

e s

1

g

éa and-ten dcres of farmland remaining- from the original Mansfield plantation
L :acreagecontribites to the -agricultural
dcmaifistay 0f ‘the- Mansfield’ family and
£icant-beca the detailed documentation concérning its
g ‘Mansfield-account books. % _
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:CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

INVENTORY OF OUTBUILDINGS OF ACHMESTER FAVM

" N3930.¥ - Log-built smoke house sheathed in board-and-batten; surmcvnted by

s

A-shaped roof of cedar shingles
'3‘3930.: - Intrusion: modern trailer é
#3930.8 - Wooden shed of vertical board siding; gable roof coveied with - ’§
; corrugated metal ;’f
49950.8 = Bodurn dnitruatony: cesmtbiock-buiie gatens %
xas:‘;o;;'- Metal wind-powered water pump E _

f
‘W3930.€ - Woodan cow barn; gable roof covered in corrugated metal

6 i
~ N3930.¥ - Wooden granary; gable roof covered in corrugated metal xoof;
original strap hinges.

A
N3930.4 - Wooden milk house with interior and exterior vertical wood siding

N
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ARFAS OF SIGNIFICANGE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY 8ELOW
~ARCHEOLUGY.PREMISTORIC  _COMMUMTY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITSCTURE
—AREMEDLOGY-MisTOmE —CONBERVAON —LAW |
agmeuiung =LGANOMICE =UTERATURE
JORCHITECTURE . . _OUCATION MIUTARY

. —ERAINSEAING ) —Muiis

: ...'.... - vwa
_INBUSTRY _POUTICR/BOVERNI TENT
~INVENTION }
&

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

lomd in the courss of the nineteenth century as the Mansfield and Nowland family
at, Achmester is an unusually well documented example of New Castle County, Delawais,
acular architecture and rural 1ife. Through its original qmitrmlon and later
ticns Achmester maps the building patterns of both the extreme eastern reachss of
niorthern Chesapeake Bay country and the mid-nineteenth century rebuilding of the
: architectural landscape. Just as important is the plotting through acoount
+and other primary sources of the life o! Achmester's principal owner ~ Cesersl
Richard Mansfield. o

-meticulous record keeper and progressive farmer, Richard Mansfield resided at Achmeste ~
hig purchase of the property in 1819 until his death in 1846. Between 1826 and
Mansfield maintained detailed accounts of his various enterprises, business

éalings and agricultural activities including the names, activities and wages of all

seé involved in planting and barvesting the fruits of Achmester. Among the many
éferences included im the eighteen years of continuous record keeping are descriptions
liniing the clover and grain fi¢lds every spring with ganerous applications of

laster dust, the payment of husband and wife teams in the harvest season for the ancient

‘practice of cradling and bundling the sheafs of grain, and the sonding away of raw wool
Jliam Garrett in northwestern New Castle County for the puxpose of curd.'l.nq- epinning
and ‘weaving the wool into- uuhh fabric, ?

fiald's will of 1841 lnd 'room by room inventory of 1846 nmal a man of considerable
th and learning. The will makes specific mention of tha division of his librazy,
wittishis son James receiving a full run of the "Niles Register” and both of his
- ;squally dividing the remainder of the library. Mansfleld's estate inventory
tizrther L sts-& full arrdy of domestic goods ineluding carpets in nearly every room,
3 furniture, chairs and unusual items such as a Buffalo robe found in ths store room,
“Takeén:with Mansfield's accounts of farm expenses and a merchandising endeavors the
accummulated on his death reveal a man conceined in a very conscious way with
‘m:l.ltﬁtr h.i.oh of ‘his-day to day cthu )u.akud Mansfield's concerns however,

a mii thl‘mgh his- um as & Mniomr of the Delawars Rail-
i 'otthcﬂddlmmdmwdmoﬂiuroith!mko{
3 m. wu l:lapzy thie realization of a
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inally, the completion of the dwelling itself by carpenters Robert and John
McFarlane and their assistant Willis after 102 days of labor on September 1, 1829.
The section of the house alluded to in these entries is the main one-and-a~half
story, center-passags plan block. Whatever the sequence of additions, the house

had reached its present shape by 1846 as evidenced in Mansfield's inventory and

¢ ddcumerited in a painting of the house and grounds executed shortly after his death.

:; In the yearn after Mansfield's death his descendents through his daughter's marriage
to the Nowland family modified the dwelling only through the latar nineteenth century
_addition of Italianate and Carpenter Gothic detailing. - '

In the growth of the house the two primary manifestations of the rebuilding of the
rural architectural landscape of northern Delaware are fully documented. The
-xebuilding period ran from approximately 1829 and the opening of the Chesapeake and
Delaware Canal a few miles to the north and the advent of the peach culture by the
Reybold family located just outside of Delaware City to the decline of the peach

. bhoom due to disease in the 1860's and 1870%s. At its start Achmester, reflecting

2 visual tradition more commonly associated with the vernacular architecture of the
Chesapeake Bay side of the peninsula, represented a new investment in the land as a
substantial manor house conveying qualities of budding affluence and permanence. At
the close of the rebuilding period when Achmester received its architacturally eclectic
i“datailing the investment was confined to an updating of stylistic sensibilities
:*through the application of fashionable trim. In both instances the pattern of develop-
ment in Achmester is aa intimate part of a larger pattern in the surrounding landscape
&nd is mirrored in a number of other local structures and districts including the
towns of Port Penn and Odessa and houses like Biddla's Corners, Monterey and the
Cémmodore McDonough House. i :

In sum, Achmester is the vital material link to past states of mind and expressive

ultural patterns which can only be partially explored through document sources.
‘house, now vacant, is the full expression of one man's practical learning,

domestic concerns and agricultural success in an era and locality characterized

- such achievements.

A
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3 ﬂ»llmg' the hedgeicw west about 1900 feat, then north

1 /estward along the creek for approximately 4000 fes
gt _zu'y. Then proceed south along the mxrol:s right-of-way

e s
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Name: Achmester, §-3930

Location: Road 429; pe
Ph otograpﬂanap:dxgg’ New Castle co
Date: 3197g
Location of Nega}:}vn: Div,

B/AgHP, Hall of mmrd"
Description:

Photograph Number: 1 of 29

tween Armstrong & Odessa; st.
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Achmester - Inventory of Outbuildings of Achmester Parm

N3930. a - Log-built smoke house sheathed in board-and-
batten; surmounted by A-shaped roof of cedar
shingles.

b = Intrusion: modern trailer 5

¢ = Wooden shed of vertical board siding; gab].o
zoof covered with corrugated metal 3

d = Mcdern intrusica: cement-block-built garage

e = Metal wind-powered water pump .

£ - Wooden cow barn; gable roof covered in
corrugated metal

g - Wooden grarary; gable roof covered in
corrugated metal roof; original strap hinges

h = Wooden wmilk house with interior and exterior
vertical wood siding

Aty g AR foa

o, MR

£ utan

o
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BESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL lIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~

The Biddle House, in northern St. Georges Hundred,
of ground overlooking the juzction of

sole farmhouse in
has been the primary cccupativn for the inhabitants

county since the late elghteenth century and to this day most of the

under active cultivation.

The Biddle House has undergone five
hwd grown from a one-room-plan plank house to the extended
structure that it is today.

The earliest portiin of the Biddle House was most probably
quarter of the eighteenth century.

dwelling built of heavy sawn plank with #ull dovetailed comers.
and in some instahces aze sighteen feet lond, j

four inches thick, one foot wide,
though most are 'shorter. pins set vertically into
secure the planks from moveant.
for additional weatherprodfing of the joints.
covered the planks were replaced sometime in the late 19th
had a western gable

of this section is comprised of brick laid in English bond

is situated oh & giight rise
two eighteenth-century roads known as the- =8
Route 13) and the Fort Penn road (Route 2}. :
road junction was familiarly known as piddie's !
the immediate vicinity. ;
of this part of New cas

gtrands of oakum are driven between the planks
The weatherboards which originally

interior end chimmey with an exposed base.

By the middle

lards are i

! |

aistinct periods of growth and in the process g

rambling two-story

puilt during the last

pasically, it was & simple, one-room-plan

The planks are

i

SR T

century. The house
The foundation ke
to form a full earthen ’

floored cellar, at the western end of which rests a truly massive segmentally-

arched chimmey support some 10 feet wide.

on the first floor the original

gize in conjunction with later nineteenth-century expansion and modification of

the structure. Situated on the gouth wall are
single six-cver-six gash window.
addition of a bowr csindow in the late 19th century.
4in its original lc.ation,
to the plank section during the third phase of
first floor ceiling joists,
beveled edges. An enclosed stalircase,
flanks the right gside of the chimney.

were

Sometime during
construction phase took place.
was added a federal kwo-story.
house with a west gable interior end chimney and simple,
detailing in the form of baseboards, chair rails,
and a closed stringer staircase with square balusters.
principal posts are covered by beaded casings.

Against the west gable

phase of expansion and modernization. The second story of

.

e \15
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added during the gecond building stage,

the first quarter of the nineteenth century,
end of the plank house
three-bay, nogged braced frame side hall plan
yet sophisticated,
raised four panelled doors
The exposed interioxr

on the first floor, some of
these details were removed in the mid-nineteenth century to accompany the thixd

The northern wall was greatly altered with the
The attic no
as the roof was raised when the second story was added
the Biddle House

longer exists

expansion. The

once esl with

the second major i

this 2__aden1 addition

!
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south exterior wall of the phase three, mid-nineteenth century wing. The house ;
was covered in its entirety with mill-sawn cedar weatherboard around the turn _'
of the century. Later in this century these weatherboards were covered over 5
with a form of fiber-insulated, composition coated siding. i

g&ﬁr..|.--uAﬂ-.~Ar-_.-pWWﬁ-‘N ,.m = : o LRI < ein, '““"*“”WWW"“:?%W{; T

i form W 10-3008 ‘

g Rév 10:98) . )
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E_ originally featured exposed beaded attic joists and painted vertical board room :
partitions, which were later covered with lath and plaster. T pg
E- ] .ﬁs
& The chimney support of this section rests against the western end of the common 3
i bond cellar wall, but during tae late nineteenth century the entire flreplace i

v and chimney was removed and replaced by a brick flue for wood or coal burning :

: stoves. The roof of this section has mor-ise and tenon rafters. A standing :

{; seam sheet tin roof overlies a Finished split shake roof. 4

i " i

3 Phase three of the evolution of the Biddle House took place sometime in the

mid-nineteenth century. Yet another wing was added, this time to the east gable

: end of the plank house. This section was built of balloon frame and rests on

& a stone foundation and full cellar. A brick chimney for a stove is lucated on

i the eastern gable end wall to the left of which is an enclosed staircase leading

b to the second floor and a staircase giving access to the cellar. At this time, . o
‘ a moulded box cornice with returns was added to the eaves to give the roof line r
® of the entire house a more uniform appearance. . -
§ i

% Late in the nineteenth century, & two-story wing was added to the Biddle House

on the north side on facade. 1In addition, a square columned poxch was added %

g to the facade, extending around to the west gable end of the federal section. P

This was the fourth major alteration to the structure. 5

% Early in this century a one-story, shed-roofed frame wing was addad against the

&

£

The house has been abandoned and is now open and subject to vandalise. As the
primary significance of the Biddle house lies in its architectural aspects and
is not concerned with its environment, only the ground within twenty-five feet
of the house is included for the purposes of the nomination.

eTg ‘;:a,.::.;':;:; ML de Wl e 20
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PERIOD AHEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW . b
~PAEMISTOMIC ...Ancniuwv-mmuom ~COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPL hmm‘ﬂ AELIGION : !?(
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_1s00.desn  BancmTtcTunt —ADUCATION ~MILTARY - L SOCAL/HUMANITANAN -5
—1700:1789  —AAT ~—ENGINEERING —MusiE ~THEATRA T
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INVENTION suilding touﬂnolﬁﬁ

il &
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Unknown 3

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The prasent deteriorated condition of the Biddle House
of architectural significance.
puilding and of great gignificance to an

customary aesthetic notions and implications
it im nevertheless an important

of Delaware architecture for several reasons.

frame side hall house are both important individually
charactarized much of the
The combination of thase two
sections with the later victorisn wings establishes
document that clearly {1lustrates within the
structure the avolutionary davelopment of wooden' houses through time. The very com=
it an especially informative field laboratory for

archi’ -ctural forms that

aighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries.

plexity of the piddle House makes
the student of architectural history.
The plank house which forms the
form through to the present.
first section, though enlarged upon,
The alterations to the plank house in the
fications clearly demonstratas an aspect
ing structural elements

The nogged braced frame side hall house, the basis
construction technigue
the walls is of special interast as the
discovered to date
commonly ancounterad {in lower Delaware.

Ls another good example of a
houses. Here, the prick nogging within
piddle House is the northernmost example
practice which is more

mpaken in its present entirety, the Biddle House showa

house from the use of heavy plank to mortised
1ight timbered bailoon frame.

of the house that permits a detailed study of

puring the period which runs from the date of
last major modifications of
farming families who were relatad by marrisge
As an artifact, this house provides imporgtant

generaticns of a family have altered snd added to thelr

changes in their social and spacial requireme

05,/02/2005 DE

nucleus of the Biddle House
prevalent throughout New Castle and Kent County.

still retained a large
wake of the serial enlargements and modi- s

of early building prac
were modified and reused.

somewhat ironically,

the early 20th century,

shifts it somewhat from the
Howaver,
nation
and nogged braced
of scarce
during the

: sarlier
the Blddle Houss as an important f
contoxt of a single

L i S

The plank houss
as good exarmples
housing in Delaware

is a type once very

However, very few of these have
It is important to note that this ;
moasure of utility. 3

ces whereirn exist-

of the phase two anlargement,
conmon to many early Delaware

of an architecturnl

the progression of the woodén
arid tenoned braced frame through to
it is the deteriorated condition
its change through time.

house construction to the
house belonged to two
m.”c £
how sucossEive
home in respoiies to aFLous

the plank
the
, the Vandegrifts and the
cultursl evidence of
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o omms g ad b bl By b

Original ccre (A) c. 1780, heavy sawn plank
A') root cell

ar B
dditions (B) c. 1800-1825, mortise and ,
8 tenon braced’frame with
brick nogging.
(c) c. 1850-1860, balloon frame
(D) c. 1890, balloon frame

(E) c¢. 1910, balloon frame

I AR L gt e
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! Jéawary 9, 197 9

Mr. Earl leater
St. Georges, Delaware 19733

Dear Mr. lastar:

" wis 1lisved in the Natiomal muu:gk

was taken by the United States Départwmint. elﬂﬁluc ﬁm
to our nomination of your property.

By this action, the Biddle House is.2 >

signl ficance to the historysof 'St. Gecrge mmta;-
inclusion in the National Ragister S~ tﬁiﬁr ¢
all federal projects to determine iny: vin
Further, all National Register sites’

preservation grants—in-aid administered i by ﬁhj.-;g‘
forms for thess grants are providad anhuslly agid’
congider this useful program:

We are now preparing a handsoms framad certi
Bagistar statis of your property which has:be:
the Sectetary of State, and myself: and \ﬂueh
tho Stata of Dalaware. If youma :

manta ‘for ite mnutaﬂm.

The Stats’ of Délaware shares the prﬁo wi hpgmm m—;g
this recognition.

Sincerely yours,
Danial R Griffieh

Adting Director/Deputy State liistoric
Préservation Officer

DRG/DEN/b1
Enclosures
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NPS Form 10-900-a OM8 No.1024-0018
[<2-+4) Exp. 10-31-684

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service-

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet N-3947 item number 7

N-3947

Property Name: Idalia Manor (Mrs. M. A. Osborme, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Idalia Manor is located on the east side of route 13 approximately 1.8 miles south of
the St. Georges Bridge. The nominated parcel is approximately a two-acre rectangle
containing the house and a braced frame granary and crib barn. A later twentieth
century cart shed is listed as a noncontributing structure.

The nominated parcel begins on the east side of Rt. 13 at a point 2,400 feet south of
its intersection with Rt 412. It runs to the east, toward Scot Run for 1,000 feet,
where it turns at a 90° angle to the south for 500 feet. At this point the line turns
90° to the west, back toward Rt. 13, for 1,000 feet. The property boundary is closed
off by joining the two points on the east side of Rt. 13.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting.

UTM A8+44360+76680 Tax parcel 13-003.00-004

Owner: Union Carbide Company
0ld Saw Mill River Road

Tarrytown, New York
© 10591

Description:

Idalia Manor is a two-and-a-half story, five bay, stuccoed brick dwelling with a two-

story, two bay stuccoed brick gable end kitchen addition. The south facade is flemish
bond brick painted white. Both the west and south facades have water tables, the west
one being one and a half feet high and the south measuring three feet high, both done

in seven course common bond. . The foundation is brick.

The gable roof is covered with composition shingle and contains two endwall chimneys,
as well as another endwall chimney in the addition. The chimneys are brick, but they




: ’ OMB No.1024-0018
. NPS Form 10.900-a Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of fhe Interior
National Park Service :

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

N-3947

Page 2

Continuation sheet ltem number

are not corbelled at the caps. There is one dormer centered on the south face of the
- roof. The cornice is boxed on all elevations with dentil trim on the north facades
~of the house and addition. The gable ends feature returning eaves. '

The windows are all six-over-six sash with wood trim. Those on the south facade have
both sills and lintels, while those on the remaining facades have only sills. The
~attic is 1lit by gable end, six-light windows flanking the chimneys. The door openings
are trimmed with fluted wood and corner blocks, as well as wood trim at the base of the
door cut to match the curve of the water table on the south facade. The trim sur-
rounding the door on the south facade appears to be more elaborate, indicating a
southern orientation for this center hall plan house which now is oriented toward the
driveway coming in on the north side of the house. The interior shows the remains of
some Federal period trim including a mantel with reeded pilasters and a plain entabla-
ture. :

A one-story shed and a shed poréh have been added to the south facade of the addifion
extending over a part of the main house's southern facade as well.

To the northeast of the house is a two-story drive through granary. It features a
stone foundation and sawn timbers. There is also a modern equipment shed beyond the
granary. Directly east of the house is a small frame milkhouse .

A large brick bank barn, ca. 1850, associated with the house, was destroyed by fire
in 1983.

Historic Background and Significance:

Idalia Manor is a late Federal style building dating to the early second quarter of
the nineteenth century despite the fact that it doesn't show up on an atlas drawn by
Rea and Price in 1849. A map of Delaware dravn in 1868 identifies the owner as Mrs.
M. A. Osborne, and the house as Idalia Manor. Two years later in 1870, Mrs. M. A.
Osborne appears in the Delaware manuscript agricultural census, owning 272 improved
acres valued at $50,000. The land was producing Indian corn, winter wheat and oats
and Irish potatoes. They grew ten tons of hay to support the cows, swine and a large
number of horses on the farm. Two hundred pounds of butter were produced in 1879.

From 1881 through 1893, both Hopkins and Baistes' atlases showed Mrs. M. A. Osborne
owning 300 acres of property.

Architecturally, Idalia Manor is significant as an example of the process through
which housing stock developed in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was
improved in the course of the mid nineteenth century rebuilding cycle. Begun in the




NPS Form 10-900-8 ’ OMB No.1024-0018
382 - Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service .

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ~ N-394%: . Item number 7

‘early 1800s, Idalia Manor was enlarged to its present size by the 1840s. 1In the per-
iod following up until the 1850s the house was remodeled on the interior with more
stylish Empire trim. At the same time the agricultural complex associated with the
house was completely replaced with an equally stylish brick bank ornamented with
lozenge work ventilation openings, and with a new drive-through combination granary.
and crib barn. The final effect was the creation of a farmstead more typical of the
mid 1800s than of its Federal period origins.

Nomiantion by Trish Bensinger
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BOUNDARY MODIFICATION

N-3947

Property Name: Idalia Manor (Mrs. M.A. Osborne, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description L Lo
Justification for modification: To correct a description error on the original
‘nomination which begins the boundary description at a point 250 feet too far to

the south and also to correct minor errors in the acreage, tax parcel number,
and owner's address.

Idalia Manor is located on the east side of Route 13 approximately .80 miles south
of the St. Georges Bridge. The nominated parcel is approximately an 11.48-acre
rectangle containing the house and a braced frame granary and crib barn. A later
twentieth century cart shed is listed as a noncontributing structure.

The nominated parcel begins on the east side of the right-of-way of Route 13 at a

point 2,150 feet south of its intersection with Rd. 412. It runs to the east,

. toward Scott Run for 1,000 feet, where it turns at a 90° angle to the south for
500 feet. At this point the line turns 90° to the west, back toward the right-of-

way of Rt. 13, for 1,000 feet. The property boundary is closed off by joining
the two points on the right-of-way of the east side of Rt. 13.

As corrected, the nominated parcel contains the sufficient acreage to provide for
the preservation of the house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting as was
the intention of the original boundary description in the nomination.

UTM 18.44360.76680 Tax Parcel 13-004.00-001

Owner: Union Carbide Company
01d Ridgebury Road
Prop. Tax Dept. 63
Danbury, CT 06817
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‘A

Dosoribe:the present and original (If known) physical appearance .

i
f

The Governor Benjamin T. Biggs Param is located in Paﬁudtr’}:;nuudrld. south of the
Chesapeake and Delsvare Canul, on the esst side of Choptank Road (County Road 435), snd
.5 niles south of the junction of Choptank Road snd Bethel Road, (County Road 433).

The 1846 brick dwelling and seven late ninetesnth century outbuildings are gituated
on & four asre parcel with the dwelling fmcing west towards the toad, The house iz st
back approximstely 300 feet from the road with an expansive lawn and & circular drive in
fgont, South of the house s & long lane lsading from the road which iatersects the
adge of the circla’'and continuas into the fafh yird, Within'the cifcle drivse 1is a large
roék parenthesized by remnants of two senmi~circular lings of bokwoods, This fsature,
pértops omce part of a more formal garden, was allegedly coplad’ !rou'vutbeﬁdurang'n
setdtaby Johin ‘Bigge, w6 Of Yovérior Biggs, Who 'studied vith'duPorl€ in tHe 1880%s. K
suth, "thid portisn’of €Re garden is‘considered a &ontiibuting #ite. Al€ogethaer, the
sitircontalins eight contributing buildings and one contributing site.

. i

The Governor Benjsmin T. Biggs houge 1s & two gnd one-half story, five hay, L-plan,
gable roofed, brick dwelling with a one and one-half story, gable roofed wing extefiding
from the .south end of the sast (réar) elevation. ' The ‘exterdor walls are brick--lsid in
strétchier boid on the facade, and laid in seven to one commorl boud on the other
¢Tavations and wing, The house foundation is also brick and it 'enciosss a full
tigemanit; The gable voof is covared with raised sedu metal and trimmed with a corballed
Yilck-coinice, The gahles have s flush verge finished with a varge board. Thres
snterior chimfeys, one gn each-gable -end, service -the hearths. AMwo dormers plezca the
facade-piteh. The dormers have segmental arched roofs trimmed with moulded and returned
cornices, In the dormers are six over six double hung sash windows finished with
gégmetital arched heads and moulded pilasters. :

The fenastration is symmetrical with five over five bays add a céuter bay door.
Tfie :door s paneled with two, vertical, recessed and moulded panels, sud is trimmed with
a-plati- tinbdr- surround, moulded head, a thrae 1ight flat transonm aiid'a tisber limtel.
ix-over ?,-2_, double hung sash windows pierce the facade. . Thase vindows are finished
4d timber sides, a timber Lug sill and a'timber liutel.’ ‘Paiieled ‘shutters are
oboth thie £irdt and second stories, with daisy flower shviter dogs. The front porch
{e-nonéitant. Two modérn porches were added to the side rievations of the wing. The

_ tiorth slevation porch ir enclossd,

THa Governor Benjdmin T. Bigge house is a single pile dwelling with a center stair
Hall. TH& two flight, open striug stalt'is ¥ather plain-with-tadpered; rdond balusters,
and uwau}zmn ending in & curl on the newel post. The turnad navel post 1is made
of -&-fite. gEa{n Wood and has a movlded cap and base, Other trim 1s°aqdally
unprétéitivus. The baseboard is simply moulded, and the windows are finighed with
pladn; wide Board sutroiids; blank cormer boxes snd corbelled sills.

Tha-modit -elaborate featyre of the house is th--purhé mu}h ryhemantel.gpening
i s nopldéd-surround snd bulls-gye cormex blocke. The bulls-syes sre recassad in the

' fitock-¥dtfidr than projedting. Tvo plain pilastars support two 1lsr-pilusters.vhich

élirve in toward esch’ other and support & shelf. The. 'h'“. .hae wide bed moulding which

Ikl
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Ststement of Significance (i ene paragraph)

The Goversor Banjauin T. Bigge Agricultural Complex is eligible for 14sting on the
National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A, B, and C—historic eventc)
sssocddtion with sy important pereon fyom oux past; and architectural significance as a
2 good - exanple of ‘regiondl arehitedture.’ Thid site is a stellar exgmple of the rebuilding
s phanopiénon which oecuzyad in southern New Castle County throughewd wost of the
i ninatesuchioantusy,. . s, complex: 136180 agsocduted with the-4Bgh gevernor of Dalsvare,
P BéndsELy Thomey, Blags, & democrat who hald office from 1887 .‘? 1691, Goyernoz Biggs mat
i ity held staté “and national political officds (Congreasman, 1§68'.to,1872), but he vas
: aiso-s-waslthy farmer who participated in the agricultural reforms of his day, snd &

o businessiaty who was involved in finance snd industry. The dwalling 1is a good example
¥ and -vepregentative of the vernacular Gresk Revival style popular in this rebuilding
= i paricd (1840 to 1880). The house {3 in excellent condition and has expsrienced few
o SR changes to compromise its integrity. The outbuildings are arranged in a typical
i courtysrd fashion representative of late nineteenth century farm p}uu. :

The-Govérnor Benjamin T. Biggs.Agricultural Complex can best be ynderstood in the

; contaxt of majox societal changee-ragricyltusal reform,, rocial chinge,. apd srchitectural
£ renaval,: that occurred in southern New Castle County in the second and third quarters of
B the nineteenth cantyry. . . e B

the B. T..Biggs complex is located in an sgricultural ares known for its flac
terrsin and rich soil. It is adjacent to, and shares the same characteristics, as the
“igvels," &u area known historically, and presently, as having some of the best
favialand-on the-esst codst, The soil typs, Hatspeake-Ssssafras agsociation, found in
/ porticus-of Fencader, Appoquinimink and 8t. Gaorges Hundreds, is considered ome of the
‘finees-satly for farming in tarms of friability and fartility, snd demarcsfed this area
' a# thesont productive in the state. The terrsin and soil have historically snabled
tiviers -to- grow grain crops, especially wheat, in gregt sbundance, Througliout the
siglitesntti- cantury, farmers from this area supplied the reknowned Brandywine Hills, near
WiTsdsigton, with wheat. Butter was slso produced in commarcial ,Il{glltithl and vas &
cislieropalong with wheat. However, by the end of the eighteentd cantury, due to poor
fividog practices, even these rich soils were exhausted. -

~ One-of the snstion's first Agricultural Socletiss was formed in New Castls County im
; 1604~by. faruiérs alarmed by the dépressed state of agriculture, The society's goals ware
go-eficipagh-the farmer to practice scientific farming, . An squally important tenet of
g the patatiare 1o sputhsrn New Castle County was the zeconsolidstion of farnland, Daring
é{t’ﬁﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂdw& PAOT, HaTvents . deprasged land values and depopulation, wealthier
Fandod siwére-able to acquire substantial amounts of land. The ‘acquipition of land
d)taredi Lhgschyracten jof farming and the socisl relationships betveen farm wvorker and
mm;:; Ageiculture ag bysiness wae to emgrge from the sshas ,9f .this agrarian
deépreduion. i}

Ea
i
= -
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Varsers developed the business side of agriculture by keeping records of virtually
every aspact of the farm and determining the cost effectiveness of each factor. Slavery
wis discontinued late in the eighteenth century because day labor was deemed wmore
acouomical and efficient, Owner and worker relationships wers formalized through
contractusl agreements. Portions of consolidated land holdings wers run as individual
farms by faym msnagars on a crop share basis. The houses built for the managers were
_ cosiparable in form and finish to the landowner's dwellings although less ostentatious.
ﬁt The construction of these managers' homes represants one aspect of the rebuilding

phenomenon. Tenant farming was often somewhat centralized with fatm machinery taken
from farm to farm instead of esch tenant having his own. With the advent of horse-dravn
machinery, landowners were able to isvest heavily in ovder to better engage in capital
intensiva grain fayming where equipment and speed ware needed to plant and harvest in &
short period of time, The same advantages were afforded to farmers in the mid-west who
N flooded the wheat market after the Civil War, During this pariod,.Delawars farmers
began cultivating peaches as a cash crop for export to the large eastern cities.
. e
¢ Peaches were grown in Delawate during the eighteenth century primarily for I
4 distillation into brandy. Peach tiees were first planted to ‘bear market crops in 1832
near Delawara City, and were planted throughcut central and southeyn Delaware from 1850
to 1900. The extension of the railroad and the invention of ‘the "gxctie" car enablad
L otchardists to plant prodigious numbers of trees and be relatively:sssured of prompt
5 delivery to the big cities. Land values soared, sometimes doubling, between 1830 and
1870. Peach culture declined rather quickly in morth central Delavare due to & glutted
: sarket and the natural 20-year life epan of the peach tree. The greatest factor in the
g decline was the onsst of the "Peach Yellows," a blight which destroyed the fruic and
evéntually killed the tree.

]

As greater numbers of trees were planted in southern Delaware ‘and adjacent lands in
Maryland, farmérs in the north eentral hundreds returned to the traditional grain and
butter cash ctops. Some wealthy farmers acquired property in Maryland to continue peach
- cultivation. e prosperity of this era has led to m local tradition of ecalling large
. farm dwellings "Peach houses.” These buildings should be more appopriately called
"hest houses,” since it was principally the cultivation of that crop which énabled thé
fatmers to eract such structures. :

L The dvellings that survive today iu the Pencader, Appoquinimink and St. GCeorges
: I Hundréds wira the homes of the wealthy who redefined the architectural landseape even as

: they redefin&l farming practices and socisl relationships. Prior to 1820, hauses were

constructed on a hall-parlor plan with outbuildings for domestic service functions. The

] ng¥cent retiewal began with the remodeling of older homes in the 1820'¢ and 1830's. The
4 aréhttectursl style which emerged festured an unheated center stair passsge, and

: cchbiined Cothie, Italianate and Greek Revival styles expressed in o, rather subdued

I gifimér. Domestic functions, formerly relegated to outbuildings, were ingorporated into
o the dwelling in the form of a service wing, lending to the building an L-configuration.

L B. T. Biggs' father, John Biggs, lived in a log house (N-6230) facing Bethel Chutch
: Rodd northéast of the nominated site. In 1846, John Biggs built the ell-plan brick

i
‘|

]
L%
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house which was conveyed to Benjsmin in 1861. An identical brick ,houu.,‘fuu built on the

adjacent farm to the north for or by Benjamin's brother, Sewell C. Biggv., The log house

piassed out of the fainily's bands sometime before 1868, By 1893 (as liated om Baist

Atlas) , Sevell Bigge had scquired two other farms on Béthel Road, . sugmenting the fanily
J i

fatm with tenaunt faxme. d i
L4

Pétjsnin Thomas Biggs seems to have done well at whatever he. put his hand. Bornm in
1821, Bénjamin was educated at private schools, Penington Sompinary: in New Jereey, and
Wesléyan University at Middletown, Comnecticut. At 25, he way commisgioned a nsjor of
the-DeTaware Regiment created for the Mexican War. In 1852 (at 31), he;was elected to
tlhié-.codvention to amend the State Constitutionm. In 1860, he was defeated in & bid for a
Congressional seat on the Democratic ticket, however in 1368 he was elected and in 1870
rétiurned to that office. During this same period, Benjaain Bigge was elected a director
in the Citisens National Bank of Middletown, and elected a directnr, an. then president
of the Queen Anne's and Kent Railroad which was extended into Maryiand. In 1887,
Penjamin’ and his sons owned 67,000 peach trees in Queen Anne's and Kent| Counties,
Miryland, vhers he was able to maks a healthy profit on his crop. Scharf, in his late
aineteenth century history of Delaware, states that profits were gained "by the
advantages afforded by the Queen Apne's and Kent Railrosd.” 1Ia 1887, Benjamin Thomas

Biggs vas elected governor of Delawvare.

As CGovernor, Benjamin Biggs sdvocated a state coustitutional amendment to give 2
.greater share of votes to Wilmington snd northern Delaware in legislatire. Ha also
supported the construction of a state prison and insane asylum (Delawa ;e State Hospital,
{689). Legislation passed during his tenure includes: a law maki.g husbands support
wivis snd childrenj and authorization of a referendum for a conlljitutioﬂll smendment .

The political climate in Delaware during the last quarter of the Gineteenth century
was particularly bleak, 1In 1886, the #pmerican Magazine” referred to Delawars as being
£ "tHe-medievil petiod of politics." The 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the United
States Constitution were mot ratified by Delswere until 1911. Democrats Were virtually
assured election for the last quarter of the mineteenth century due to: legalistic
sanipulations of the tax rolls regarding delinquent tax payers, in pat;icuh: black

muhﬂelhl .

Level of Significance ;
——— i

The Governor Benjamin T. Biggs gite is significant as an example Lt the
std-nineteenth century rebuilding period of north central Delavare. The site is lent
more significance as the home of Gdvermor Biggs, who, like his neighbors, participated
4n a1l aspects of soclety: agriculture; business and politice. Becsusie nf its '
association with Governor Biggs, state significance is being claimed for this site.

i )
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Hhid dovarnsry - s Farm 18 Yocated in the upper Peninsula voae of Delavare. The
dralaTigmas d during a period of incressed industr -'.zation in manufao~
Eurinizand- & gymnd capitalization of business, transpor:.iion and sgriculture.
57 1830%« 1880: pardod was a time when agriculture in Delaw: o bedame mOre of 8
{ness-operation and less of a family ocoupation. This was cspecidlly true of
. fapifers shoh as Biggs. ' g

e {860 « 1940 bime perdod in Delaware was characterized by increased -growth of
‘»  Hiliof-the towne and citles in the state. Both the cities and the new suburds
W v {rioreasyd in population. Thia growth created new demand on the Delaware farmers
el . tosdurnly 1. oities in Deélaware as r3li as the mid=-Atlantie region with food.

%0 Ethves duping this period that a majority of the cutbulldings were oconstructed
T -arigeaihen- the landscaped gardsn site was developed.
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N-5146

Property Name: Armstrong-Walker House, Built ca. 1870

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

The Armstrong-Walker Farm is located on the west side of route 896 approximately
65 miles south of its intersection with route 429. The nominated parcel contains
five acres including the house, a timber framed horse barn, and the yard. A more
recent outbuilding near the house is set outside the nominated acreage.

The nominated parcel begins at a point 500 feet north of the intersection of the
present farm lane and the west side of route 896, continues west for 800 feet, turns
southward at 90" and runs for 700 feet, and then turns eastward at 90° and runs back
to route 896. The final line closes the boundaries between the points where the
north and south property lines join route 896. The nominated acreage includes all
grounds, buildings, and sufficient acreage to protect the setting as a whole.

UTM 18-37940+69340  Tax parcel 13-017.00-007

Owner: B. Irvin Armstrong
Armstrong Corners

Middletown, Delaware

Description:

The Armstrong-Walker House is a two-and-a-half story brick dwelling with an original
brick service ell and a later 19th century frame kitchen added to the west end of the
ell. The front of the house, laid in pressed brick mechanical bond with butter
-joints, displays a balanced five-bay facade complete with elongated four-over-four
‘light sash windows, a double leaved entry door, and cross gable. The windows on the
east elevation are finished with marble sills and framed architraves, and, on the
first floor, are provided with three panel solid panel shutters. The central bay of
the second floor is accentuated through its tripartite division into a four-over-four
light central element flanked on either side by two-over-two light units. Above the
central bay of the second story is the brick cross gable which is finished with a

simple round arched opening under an austerely ornamented verge board. The main entry
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Vhatever the causes of Walker's success in a difficult economic period, the fact

remains that his house is one of the last major architectural statements generated
out of the rebuilding period of St. Georges Hundred.

Nomination by B. Herman and William Macintire
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N-5148

Property Name: Rosedale (Mary Del Farm)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Rosddale stands in a rural area 1.3 miles to the west of Middletown in the northwest
corner of the junction of Rt. 435 and Rt. 437. The nominated parcel includes approxi- .
mately five acres containing the house, grounds, and outbuildings. Of the numerous
structures standing in the complex only the dwelling, hay barn, barn #1 (see attached

map), and mash furnaceare eligible for listing. All other structures are noncontributing
elements.

The nominated parcel begins on the.northside of Rt. 437 550 feet ngrth of its: junction
with Rt. 435. It runs north for 650 feet, where the line turns 90 to the west and

continues for 400 feet. Here a 90° angle is formed and the line runs for 650 feet south

back toward Rt. 437, and the boundary is formed by joining the two points along the north
side of Rt. 432, - | W0, =

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to protect the house, outbuildings,
grounds and immediate setting.

UTM 18.35860.67820 Tax parcel 13-021.00-007

Qwner: Mary Odom
P. 0. Box 108

Middletown, Delaware
Description:

The main house, rectangular in plan, measures approximately 45 feet by 25 feet, with five
bays forming a symmetrical facade. A wing attached to the east gable end forms an ell
and is contemporary to the main house. Construction material is brick laid in common
bond. All the brick has been painted white. A belt course four bricks wide runs around
the north (main) facade of the house just above the first floor. Also.. on this facade

is a water table, formed of seven courses of brick from the ground up to a molded quar-
ter-round brick on the seventh course. The water table ends at the corners and runs to
approximately 1.5 feet of either side of the main central door, where it drops to two
courses with a molded brick until it reaches the door trim.
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The house has a gable roof, covered with slate and trimmed with a wooden box cornice

with a bed molding. There are two interior gable end brick chimneys. The house has two
dormers on the facade; each is gabled with return and windows are semi-elliptical omn top
and have six-over-six light sash. The wooden gable ends on the dormers overhang slight-

ly and the windows are trimmed with wood molding. The sides of the dormers are covered
with weatherboard.

The main facade has five windows on the top and four on the bottom. They are double-

hung, six-over-six sash type. Windows have molded wood sills, framed with molded wood
surrounds. Shutters on the bottom have three recessed and beveled panels; the first.

two are identical in size and the top one is smaller. All shutters are painted red,

and most have decorative iron shutter dogs. The top shutters are louvered. Underneath
each ground floor window is a small basement window.

.The house has a single central door on the main facade. The door has six panels which
are recessed and beveled. The door has a wood architrave with ogee moldings. A wide
lintel underlies a recessed semi-circular fanlight. The fan light consists of six
radiating muntins that are scalloped at the top edges, producing a spider-web effect.
The inside or recessed section of the fanlight is about 10 inches deep with four square,

carved panels with a section of molded beaded wood in the center. Brick steps with a
simple iron railing lead up to the door.

The northeast two-story wing that forms the ell is also brick, with a gable roof, and
~ lies on an uncoursed rubble foundation, and there is no water table or belt course.

There are two evenly spaced doors on this facade, each with a small veranda type porch
approached by brick steps. Each veranda has a wood bargeboard cut with a zig-zag de-
sign. Windows are double hung sash type, with six-over-six lights, and wood trim. Be-
tween each door are two windows that are flush with two windows on the second floor.
The second floor has a third window over the northernmost door, creating a non-symmet-—
rical facade. Wooden shutters on the second floor windows are louvered while those on
the ground floor are made of horizontal wooden slats. Shutters are painted red, like

the main house. This wing has a single, small interior brick chimney near the north-
west wall of the house.

Between the two porches is a battened door that leads to a full basement. The basement
material is brick pointed with mortar; floors are earthen.

The house is built on a center hall plan; one room deep and two rooms wide with a cen-
tral stair. The ell, provides two additional rooms on the northeast corner. The din-
ing room and the sitting room have fireplaces (on the outside wall, east and north re-—
spectively), The dining room had a six-panel door surrounded with wood molding and a

wide transom bar across the top, reminiscent of the outside door. Also, the door jambs
are very wide and decorated with three recessed wood panels.

The central stairway that led to the upper floors was wood with a wooden railing, and
carved wood decoration on the risers.
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Near these rear steps on the second floor is a very narrow, set of stairs that lead
straight up to the chimney structure on the east gable end of the house,
stairs area is the attic, but it may have also been used as a chamber.

of the attic is vacant, with two small windows on the east side.
~fitted with a full cedar closet.

line from the outside,.

This up-
The east side
The west side has been
Two small windows _are infilled and can be seen in out-

Several wings have been added to the house, some of which have already been mentioned.
A three-bay, one-~story wing constructed of a wood siding has been added to the west
gable end of the house. It has been painted white and has windows and shutters that
match the main house. Two wings were added to the rear (south) between 1960 to 1965.

The property contains a number of outbuildings that lie behind, or to the north of the
house and roughly form a "U" shape. They are now used for the care and grooming of
horses and related activities. It appears that at least two buildings are older than
all the others. TFor purposes of clarity, buildings will be discussed according to phy-
sical layout, moving from the house northward. The first building that lies northwest
is a one-story structure with wood siding and a small enclosed front porch. It now
serves as the office for the farm. The attached barn is one of the oldest on the prop-~
erty. It is now used for mare stalls, and another newer barn is attached to this at
aright angle. Other outbuildings on the property with the exception of the hay barn
appear to be made of corrugated steel siding and roofs. ' Behind the office is a "bunk-
house" that was supposed to have been occupied by workers for the previous owner.

To the rear of this is a rectangular building used for breeding stalls. In the front
(south) of the building is a horse ramp. Moving to the north is an open pole barn used
for gear, oil, equipment, etc. It is supported by four circular posts and is weather
boarded. There are two feeding troughs, a water basin, and a large equipment/machin-
ery shed to the rear of this building. To the west is a second building dating from
the nineteenth century. This outbuilding is an addition to Barn #1. It is a two-story,
drive-through, rectangular structure with hay mews on the second floor and has horse
stalls on the bottom. This building is also constructed of wood siding.

Perhaps the most unusual and possibly the oldest structure among these outbuildings is
a brick fireplace. It is approximately 5" x S' and about 3' high, with a high stack,
probably about 12%, centered at the back. In the front is a double semi-elliptical
iron door where wood was put in to stoke the fire. 1In the center of the fireplace, on
top, is a circular iron vat where a mash was cooked for the horses.

Historic Background and Significance:

The earliest mention of the property is 1792 when a John Reynolds willed a tract of
land that encompassed Rosedale to his grandson, Joshua E. Driver, who, in 1847, sold
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this tract (158 acres, 8 perches) to Thomas Murphey. John Reynold's original property,
is also shown on an 1801 map of Maryland and Delaware. The 1804 Tax Assessment still
lists the property as belonging to John Reynold's original property; is also shown on
an 1801 map of Maryland and Delaware. The 1804 Tax Assessment still lists the prop-
erty as belonging to John Reynolds, who possessed 350 acres, 250 of them improved,

with a dwelling house, kitchen, barn, stable, granary, livestock and four slaves. The
total value was assessed at $2,100.

Until 1847, the exact owners of this property are uncertain partly because descriptions
- in the deed records (which were gleaned from chain of title lists in later deed records)
are not always in accord with what appeared to be the correct geographical location.
Previous owners were sometimes cited by name only and a search through the deed indexes
indicated that five of these individuals in fact owned or sold numerous properties in
the area during the early nineteenth century. Also, because the Rosedale property is
so close to the Maryland border, earlier records would have been found in Cecil County,
Maryland deed registers. At one time the property appears to have been a part of
Bohemia Manor, one of the earliest tracts of land in the area.

Thomas Murphey acquired the property in 1847. Before that, in 1831, he had also ac-
quired a tract of land that consists of "Bohemia Brick Mill, with dwelling house, out-
houses, and several lots of improved land and unimproved land for convenience of the
mill". Two years later he acquired another portion of the mill property, '"lying and
being partly in Cecil County, and partly in New Castle..." This mill would have been
located over a mile from the Rosedale house on the Little Bohemia in Cecil County. It

is possible that Rosedale was the "dwelling house" for the mill, and a mill appearson
the Shallus 1801 map (in Maryland).

By 1847, the land had been resurveyed, and now Thomas Murphey owned and lived on'the
Rosedale property (158 acres plus 8 perches). ‘Here he stayed until his death in 1878,
where upon the prope%remained in the hands of family members until 1891. According
to the 1850 manuscript census, Murphey was born in Maryland, was married and had three
children. Also living in the house was an adult relative, Thomas C., and an unrelated
adult white woman. Murphey also owned three slaves at the time. Murphey's farm was
not found in the agricultural census for 1850, but the population census values his
real estate at $3,800. The 1860 agricultural census values Thomas Murphey's farm, at
$12,000, which includés property, farm machinery, livestock, and crops. Crops include

wheat, Indian corn, oats, potatoes, and dairy products. The census does not indicate
that he owned any orchards at this time.

Murphey was active in the Middletown community. In 1851, he and his wife, Susan, be-

longed to the Forest Presbyterian Church, Middletown, where he and Thomas C. Murphey
were also on the board of trustees.

In addition to agriculture, Murphey's family continues to be associated with milling.
The 1849 Rea and Price map shows a "T. Murphey's Ct. & Wool.n Factory" located just
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over the state line in Cecil County on Bohemia Creek. The only other mention of this
mill was in Scharf's sketch of the Cochran family, where he states that around 1805
James Cochran "bought” and removed to a farm on Bohemia Manor, Cecil County, Maryland,
near what is now Murphey's Mill Pond". TIn the 1850 Rea and Price map, this mill is
simply cited as "Murphey's Factory”. The mill is not found on any later Delaware maps,
although later maps for Maryland were not investigated. However, a mill exists in
that location in a 1794 Griffith map for Maryland, and on an 1801 Shallus map of Mary-
land and Delaware. It is possible that this was actually the earlier Bohemia Mill.

Thomas Murphey was obviously a man of means as evidenced by his substantial dwelling
house, farmlands, livestock, mill and farm produce. He was-also active in bank affairs;
in 1860 he was an officer at the Citizen's Bank of Delaware, and five years later was

a director at the bank. By 1870 the agricultural census shows Murphey's property value
had now risen from $12,000 just a decade ago to $20,000, and he now had hired help. Be-
sides other crops, Murphey held orchards valued at $2,100. By the next census, (1880)
the property was also valued at $20,000, but it was now expanded to 200 acres. Thomas

C. Murphey now owned the property. Orchards covered 25 acres, with, 2,400 peach bear-
ing trees, and one acre of 24 apple trees.

By the end of the nineteenth century the “peach boom™ had collapsed. In 1887, the pro-
perty sold for $16,000. It was sold-at a sheriff's sale in 1892, and sold again in 1897

for a mere $6,000 — one-third of its peak value. In 1913 the property commanded $11,500,
but during the Depression, it sold for $5,000 at sheriff sale.

For the last few decades, the property was used as a horse farmj; a track was built and
additional buildings were added for the breeding and training of race horses, and
"Rosedale" flourished once again.

Although additions, (principally rear) were added, the house possessed much if not most
of its integrity both outside and in. The original. facade appeared to be mostly un-
changed; the bricks were repointed and painted over. Window and door placements, dorm-
ers, were intact, as was the roof and roof.trim. Window and door trim and panelling
retained their original design and carving, both inside and out.

The significance of Rosedale lies in its prominent architecture characteristic of the
farming economy during the mid-to-late nineteenth century in St. Georges Hundred. This
Georgian farmhouse posseses a well-executed style and quality that was an indication
of the prosperity and perhaps of a bold and optimistic outlook that pervaded the minds
of builders, farmers, and merchants in nineteenth-century St. Georges Hundred.

Nomination by Lauren Archibald
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Continuation sheet N-5181 ltem number 7

N-5181

Property Name: Elm Grange (J. M. Vandegrift, 1868); Evergreen Acres (1984); built
ca. 1840.

-Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Elm Grange is located on the east side of Rt. 13 approximately one mile north of Mc-

Donough. The nomination contains one acre including the house and one of the extant
agricultural buildings.

The nominated parcel begins on the east side of Rt. 13 at a point marked by the south-
west corner of the present dgiveway and continues east for a distance of 700 feet. At o
this point the line turns 90 north and continues for 700 feet before turning west at 90

and running back to the south side of Rt. 13. The boundary is closed by joining the two
points marked on the south side of Rt. 13.

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to protect the house, outbuildings,
grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 1874436073840 Tax parcel 13-013.00-037

Owner: Evergreen Acres, Inc.
R. D. 2, Box 546

Middletown; Delaware 19709

Description:

Elm Grange is a two-and-a-half story brick dwelling built on an L shaped plan joining a
two-story brick service ell to the center-passage plan main block. The brick walling,
now painted hot pink, rests on a rubble stone foundation. The house is finished with a
gable roof with boxed cornice, machine made Italianate brackets, and interior gable end
chimney piles. The five-bay facade is fitted with later two-over-two sash windows set
in timber frame architraves and furnished with modern cast metal floral-work shutters.
The main entry consists of a single door having a large central light over two raised
octangonal panels and a two-light transom with matching sidelights. The front of the
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building is futher distinguished by a classically inspired tetra=style porch with flut~
ed columns. The service wing to the rear of the house appears to be original to the
present structure and contains a dining area and a kitchen. Thie wing is provided with
its own exterior entry opening onto the lane leading to the agricultural complex be-
hind the house. The entry is presently sheltered under a one~story leanto porch.

The house is currently being used as a series of apartments and the interior is unavail~
able for examination,

]

.Historic Background and Significance:

The Elm Grange farmstead dates back. to at least 1849 when Rea and Price locate William
Bowman at that place. James M. Vandegrift acquired the farm sometime before the 1860
agricultural census was compiled as his name replaces Bowman"s, Vandergrift resided at
Elm Grange for at least the next 30 years as his name appears on the 1893 atlas compiled
by Baist. Over forty years of occupation and farming as documented by the agricultural
census reveals the grain based economy of Elm Grange and the surrounding area, and doc-

uments. the evaluation of land and goods, Indian corn, wheat and oats were the staples
of Bowman and Vandergrift's income, although oats in the latter two decades declined in
importance. The production of butter contipued to be an important part of Elm Grange's
income economy and similar to surrounding farmsteads. Average numbers of livestock were
considered to be an experimental type of area., In 1880, Elm Grange produced two-hundred
pounds of wool. Large amounts of hay were produced (25-30 tons) for livestock consump-
tion and marketing. William Bowman in.1850 had a substantial amount of money invested
in machinery, these being valued at $1,000. Vandergrift could only match this value in
1870, The post-war depression is evident in the declining of land and livestock values.
In 1880 Elm Grange lost a third of its value; down to $16,000, very near the 1850 valua-
tion of $15,000. Despite this devaluation, Elm Grange continued to prosper in grain and
livestock. production. This is apparent in the rich, architectural trim of the dwelling,
and the surrounding agricultural complex (not included in nomination) which reflect the
extensiye rebuilding period of southern New Castle County in the late nineteenth century.

Nomination by Trish Bensinger and Bert Jicha
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “x”’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. if an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A™ for “not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Thornton's Store
other names/site number N-5182

2. Location

street & number Northeast corner, intersection of CR 15 & RT. 896 not- for publication
city, town Middletown vicinity
state Delaware code 10 county New Castle code 003 zip code 19709¢
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 5 1 buildings
[ public-State [1site sites
[___l public-Federal D structure 4 structures
D object objects
: 9 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
D nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets L__]does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby, certify that this property is:

[Jentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.

[l determined eligible for the National
Register. [:] See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
Dother, (expfain:)

‘Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic

Commerce

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

Mid-19th century vernacular walls Asbestos
roof Asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Thornton's Store, located at the crossroads of CR 15 (Boyd's Corner Road) and Rt. 896 (Summit Bridge
Road) in Mt. Pleasant, is a mid-1860s commercial/residential structure. It is prominently sited at the
intersection with a western orientation on the southwest corner of a 6.57-acre parcel. This distinctive
placement, the result of the building's relocation from CR 15 next to the railroad in 1938, allowed the store
high visibility to potential customers traveling along Rt. 896 between Middletown and Summit Bridge.

The 2-story, rectangular building is constructed of frame and sits on a concrete masonry unit foundation, built
at the time of the 1938 relocation. White asbestos shingles cover the original clapboarding. The building's
primary facade is divided into four bays and fronted with a wood porch supported on chamfered posts.
Recessed beneath the porch is an off-center, nine-light door which accesses the store and a central paneled
d_oor with a 3-light transom, sidelights, and a thin lipped lintel which opens to the residence. Thin lipped
lintels also trim the windows which are primarily 6/6 double hung, except the shop front windows on the first
floor facades, which have simple surrounds. ~The flat roof is embellished by a cornice now panned in
aluminum. There is a single exterior brick chimney centered at the rear of the main volume of the building.

In plan, Thornton's Store is organized around the traditional center hall with the store to the south side and the
double patlor (living room/dining room) to the north. A kitchen wing, added in the 1930s, extends to the rear.
The stair has slender turned balusters and a turned newel. The stair, which once curved at the second floor
!andmg, has been straightened to allow direct access to the bathroom at the rear of the building. Woodwork,
including paneled doors, molded baseboards and molded surrounds, is grained throughout the first floor of the
residence and painted in the second floor bedrooms. The walls are plastered and in excellent condition. The
store, situated to the south of the center hall, has simple crown molding for trim but no molded baseboards.
Grocer's shelves line the length of the store which is fenestrated by two shop front windows.

Associated with Thornton's Store are a number of outbuildings typical to dwelling complexes in a rural setting.
A collapsed board and batten barn from the third quarter of the nineteenth century appears to be the oldest of
these structures. Clad with vertical board is a stable with a metal roof and windows, and a rooster house with
a curved bargeboard and metal roof. There are also a privy, shed, chicken house, and two corn cribs with
frame construction and metal roofs. The garage, in deteriorated condition, has asphalt siding, a metal paneled
roof, and vertical board doors. The garage and shed were shifted northward to their present location when CR
15 was widened. All of the outbuildings are clustered to the rear of Thornton's Store, set back beyond the site
where the house originally was located, in close proximity to the Delaware Railroad. The condition of these
outbuildings ranges from fair to deteriorated, and collapsed in the case of the barn. The complex contains five

contributing buildings and four contributing structures; the barn no longer possesses the integrity to contribute
to the complex. '

) See continuation sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[:] nationally [] statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [X]A [18 [X]C [lo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)y [ ]Aa [18 [Jc (o [e [JF Ula

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce c.1862-1938 1867
Architecture 1938

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person ' Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Thornton's Store was constructed in the mid-1860s by Harrison Vandegrift as a store and residence. This
construction concurred with the establishment of the Mt. Pleasant railroad stop circa 1867 along the Delaware
Railroad. Through the next half of a century the village of Mt. Pleasant grew and prospered, steadily nurtured
by the traffic anq commercial opportunities provided by the railroad. As one of the few remaining buildings
from thl'S village's period of prosperity and as a representative building type of the combined store/residence
Thorton's Store appears to be eligibile for the National Register under Criteria A and C. '

The Vaqde'gnft family was one of the earliest families to settle in St. Georges Hundred. While Harrison
Vandegrift's family was involved primarily in farming in the vicinity of MacDonough, he chose to establish his
store and residence just east of the crossroads, CR 15 (Boyd's Corner Road) and Rt. 896 (Summit Bridge
Road), in Mt. Pleasant. This location positioned Vandegrift's store adjacent to the railroad, convenient for

both the shipment of goods and the access of train passengers. Shortly after opening his store, Vandegrift
established the first Mount Pleasant Post Office within his building in 18)6’7. peming ’ =

In 1879, Harrison Vandegri.ft sold his store to John F. Eliason, a man with extensive landholdings in St.
Georges Hundred. Along with the purchase of the store/residence, Eliason assumed the role as postmaster in
1880. When John F. Eliason's father, Andrew, retired, he became the overseer of his farm near Mt.

Ple_as.ant.,1 However, his primary l:{usines§ was operating his grain, fertilizer and coal dealership within the
building purchased from Vandegrift. Eliason, whose business is listed throughout the 1880s and 1890s
peninsula directories, was also involved in the peach industry of the hundred. In the 1880s, he was cultivating

forty acres of peach trees on the farm he oversaw, still listed in his father's name.2 Eliason's interests also

included politics and in the late nineteenth century he served as an elected Republican member of the State
House of Representatives, New Castle County.

A significant portion of the land in Mt. Pleasant came under the ownership of John F. Eliason in the late
nineteenth a,r'ld early twentieth centuries. In 1911 he purchased the 167-acre Clayton tract which included their
farmhouse, "Mt. Pleasant.” Unfortunately, Eliason's fortune must have dissipated by the time of his death, for
‘in 1934 all of his property had to be sold at a sheriff's sale to alleviate the debt he had accumulated. George
Thorton purchased the store property in 1935 from the Building and Loan Association which had acquired the

property from the sale.3 In 1938, Thornton reoriented the store ninety degrees and moved it away from the

railroad to front Rt. 896, thereby accommodating the customers generated by automobile traffic as opposed to
those of the railroad.

K] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Biographical and Genealogical History of the State of Delaware. Vol. II. Chambersburg, Pennsylvania: J.M.

Runk & Co., 1899.

Conrad, Henry C. History of the State of Delaware. Vol. L. Wilmington: Henry C. Conrad, 1908.

Interview with Mildred S. Thornton, owner, September 1987.

Interview with Mildred S. Thornton, owner, March 1908.

Recorder of Deeds, New Castle County, Wilmington, Delaware

Scharf, Thomas J. History of Delaware 1609 - 1888. Vol. II. Port Washington, New York: Kennikat

Press, 1888.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreﬁminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[_lpreviously listed in the National Register

Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

l:]recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

E]recorded by Historic American Engineering

D See continuation sheet

Primary location of additionat data:
[}Z]State historic preservation office
[ 1Other State agency

[ Federal agency

[:] Local government

[ Juniversity

[_Jother

Specify repository:

Record #

10. _Geographical Data
Acreage of property ___6-57 acres

UTM References

AlLl,8] [4]3,9]12,6,0| |4,3|7,3]5,4,0] S - NN (N T YT VT B I | p b
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clao ) Ll by v by by by o] 38 VRN [ S N TR N VN OO TR

[ ]see continuation sheet

-Verbal Boundary Description

The bf;trtldary for Thornton's Store corresponds to the deed recorded in -ew Castle County Deed Book Q39,
page 474.

l:] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The southern and western boundaries are established by CR 15 (Boyd's Corner Road) and RT. 896 (Summit
Bridge Road) respectively. The eastern boundary is set by the Delaware Railroad tracks. The northern
boundary is set 5o as to include all the out buildings and the store/residence historically associated with this
property. These boundaries reflect the most recent deed description of the property.

[:]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Carol A. Benenson / N. Catherine Claypoole
organization KKFS, INC. date _March 1988
street & number 219 N. Broad Street telephone (215) 561-1050

city or town Philadelphia state PA zip code _19107
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At the time that Thornton moved his store, a new kitchen, a lean-to shed addition, and a concrete foundation
were built. Over the next twenty years during which Thornton operated his store, the historic village of Mt.
Pleasant slowly waned. The commercial core of the village, once clustered around the railroad and

subsequently the crossroads, virtually disappeared as the buildings were razed, the new granary was built, and
modern development took place. In 1986 Thornton's Store closed. '

Architecturally, Thornton's Store is significant as a representative building type of the combined
store/residence. Buildings that combined both commercial and residential functions were not uncommon in the
late nineteenth century, however, the designation of commerical space was typically on the first floor with
residential on the second. Thornton's Store is a less common commerical/residential example, with the
different functions located on the first floor on either side of the center hall. Though a rear shed addition, a
concrete foundation, and asbestos shingles have been added to the exterior of the building, the interior, which
has been virtually unaltered since its construction, reflects details characteristic of a building from the late
nineteenth century. Behind the store/residence are several outbuildings including a bamn (collapsed), stable,
rooster house, granary, privy, and sheds. Despite the fair to deteriorated condition of these buildings, they
represent the typical support structures of a late-nineteenth-century dwelling complex.

Though Thornton's Store is no longer in operation and has been reoriented from its original site, the building
serves as a landmark of the late-nineteenth-century village that once thrived in Mt. Pleasant and as a noteworthy
variation of the store/residence building type, complete with a full complement of period outbuildings.
Therefore, because of its historical role in the village of Mt. Pleasant, its rarity as one of the village's few

surviving structures, and its representation of a commercial/residential building type uncommon in St. Georges
Hundred, Thornton's Store appears eligible for the National Register.
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FOOTNOTES

1. Thomas J. Scharf, History of Delaware 1609-1888 (Port Washington, NY: Kennikat Press, 1888),
p- 985.

2. Agricultural Census, St. Georges Hundred, Mt. Pleasant, 1880.

3. Recorder of Deeds, New Castle County, Wilmington, Delaware, Book Q39, p. 474.
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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
~ for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “'x” in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. if an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,

and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Cleaver Farm
other names/site number Biddle "Mansion Farm" ./ N-5186

2. Location

street & number 915 Boyd's Corner Road |__i not for publication

city, town Middletown | vicinity 29703

state pDelaware code 10 county New Castle code 003 Zip code 19709

3. Classification

Ownership of Property
private

D public-local

[ pubtic-State

[ public-Federal

Category of Property

building(s)
district

[site

[ structure

[ Jobject

Name of related multiple property listing:

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
3 5 buildings
sites
3 2 structures
objects
6 7 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

D nomination

In my opinion, the property D

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
meets

does not meet the National Register criteria. [[Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[Jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

[:I determined eligible for the National

Register. D See continuation sheet.
[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.

I:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic

Agriculture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Daomestic

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stucco

Qreek Revival walls Vinyl

Colonial Revival

roof Asphalt

other _wood parch and port cochere

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Biddle "Mansion Farm"/Cleavqr Farm is comprised of a frame farmhouse with origins in the early
nineteenth century and several outbuildings and structures, the majority of which are modern. The complex,

which is surrounded by cultivated fields, contains eight buildings, three of which are contributing, and five
structures, three of which are contributing.

The early-ninpteenth'-century main house, oriented to the south, is an L-shaped, 2 1/2-story, 5-bay building,
the rear ell being a mid-nineteenth-century addition. The massing of the house suggests the early construction
date, although the finishes indicate a significant Greek Revival alteration and subsequent Colonial Revival
additions. The building is constructed of frame on a stuccoed brick foundation and is clad with vinyl and
aluminum siding. A 1920s Colonial Revival porch with wood Doric columns and a simple cornice fronts the
central entrance. The door is glazed and paneled and embellished with sidelights and a transom. The regularly
spaced windows have 6/6 double hung sash; all trim has been panned with aluminum. The cornice below the

‘gabled asphalt roof is also panned with aluminum. The house has an interior end chimney to the west and an
exterior end chimney to the east.

A port cochere with wood Doric columns was added to the west side circa 1920. A one-story enclosed entry is

located in the ell. A porch with shed roof and simple posts shelters the back door to the rear wing which
displays partial cornice returns.

The interior plan has been altered with the opening of the central hall. The Greek Revival stair with stick
balusters and turned newel posts has had its paneled skirting replaced with applied raised panels in 1975.
Greek Revival mantels remain in the living room and dining room, the latter of which has closets built into the
chimney breast. The kitchen was remodeled with new wainscot in the 1980s. The second floor rooms have
simple beaded baseboards and paneled doors. Surrounds have been replaced with modern sanitary moldings.

The barn, which appears to date from the mid-nineteenth century, is a 2-story structure built on a rubblestone
base. It is clad with flush boards and fenestrated by 6-light sash. Single leaf doors of flush boards open into
the south elevation. The barn has a corrugated metal roof. In the early twentieth century the interior was
adapted for dairying with concrete floors, cow stalls and stanchions, and metal posts supporting the loft floor.
A concrete masonry unit and frame dairy was added to the rear in the mid-twentieth century.

The complex also contains two sheds and a cow shed of concrete masonry unit construction; two machinery

sheds, one of concrete masonry unit, one of frame; a plywood shed; two metal tanks; and three concrete silos,
A granary was demolished in 1975, '

El See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Inationally [ ]statewide [X]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [X]JA [ |8 [X]Jc [(]p

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [18 [Jc o [Je [IF [Je

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture c.1810-¢.1920 1836
Agriculture i91e6

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Biddle "Mansion Farm"/Cleaver Farm portrays an important theme in the history of St. Georges Hundred,
namely, the rebuilding of farms in the mid-nineteenth century. Not only does this property reflect a trend
already documented extensively in the "Rebuilding St. Georges Hundred 1830-1870" National Register
Nomination (Herman, 1985), but also carries the concept of rebuilding one step further. The Cleaver house
depicts a significant nationwide aesthetic movement of the early twentieth century as Victorian taste gave way
to the Colonial Revival influence. The preference for this style of domestic architecture was manifested in
buildings ranging from the academically precise Georgian Revival mansions to the more subtle adaptation of
Colonial Revival forms as seen in the alterations to the Cleaver house in the 1920s. Of secondary importance
is this property's identification with the Cleaver family of Port Penn, for whom this property served as one of
several farms. Because of these architectural and historical associations, the Biddle "Mansion Farm"/Cleaver
Farm appears eligible for the National Register under Criteria A and C.

Based upon its massing, the house on the Biddle "Mansion Farm" or Cleaver Farm appears to date back to the
early nineteenth century, although any character defining features from this period have been lost to alterations.
What is most evident is the mid-nineteenth-century, late-Greek Revival character of the house, attributed to
Joseph Cleaver. The property was referred to as the "Mansion Farm" of Samuel Biddle, farmer and stock

- grower, in the 1836 deed that transferred ownership of this 150-acre tract to Joseph Cleaver, Biddle's son-in-
law. Samuel Biddle previously had acquired the property from his father's estate. Joseph Cleaver, born on
his family's 400-acre farm near Port Penn, lived in Port Penn where he erected a substantial brick dwelling and
store in 1835. In addition to his commercial and agricultural pursuits, Joseph Cleaver was one of the founders
and charter members of the Delaware City National Bank, a promoter of and stockholder in the Odessa
Insurance Company, and a postmaster of Port Penn. Cleaver, who owned the "Mansion Farm" until his death
in 1859, likely was responsible for the Greek Revival alterations and rear addition to the house and
construction of the barn, which appears to be contemporary with the remodeled house.

Cleaver's mid-nineteenth-century improvements to the house and erection of the barn coincided with the broad-
based rebuilding of St. Georges Hundred between 1830 and 1870. During that time, "nearly every house and
farm building was subject to what locals referred to as 'repairs and renewal' " as improvements in farming and

architectural design reshaped the landscape.l The Cleaver property is exemplary of this trend; the house was
enlarged and updated with Greek Revival finishes; a large barn was erected, likely consolidating under one
roof functions that previously necessitated diverse structures.

K] see continuation sheet
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10._Geographical Data

Acreage of property 44.1 acres
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[ Isee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning at a point A located 950 feet east of the center line of the farm lane and 1,600 feet north of the ri ght-
of-way of Boyd's Corner Road; thence extending south 1,600 feet to a point B of said right-of-way; thence,
extending 90° west a distance of 1,200 feet to a point C; thence, extending 90° north a distance of 1,600 feet to
point D; thence, extending 90° east 1,200 feet to point A, being the point of beginning,

D See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary as defined encompasses the farm lane and complex of buildings while providing sufficient
acreage to preserve the historic setting.

] see continuation sheet
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Upon Cleaver's death, the property as well as half a dozen others of his near Port Penn, were willed to his
wife, Catherine Biddle Cleaver, then to their heirs. In 1887, the heirs sold their interests to Sarah B. Cleaver
who resided on the farm; the property passed from the Cleaver family upon her demise in 1916. The new
owners, Luke and Catherine Broadwater, held the property until 1949 and were responsible for the Colonial
Revival porch and port cochere. These alterations, which date from circa 1920, coincide with the nationwide
surge of Colonial Revival architecture. While this movement was felt throughout the United States, at M.
Pleasant, it was portrayed most prominently by the Cleaver house.

The Biddle "Mansion Farm"/Cleaver Farm stands as a landmark to two significant architectural trends: the
rebuilding of St. Georges Hundred between 1830 and 1870 and the subsequent Colonial Revival movement of
the early twentieth century. As such, though of marginal integrity, it contributes to a better understanding of
the local vernacular heritage. The property also depicts a pattern of landholding as a farm of the Cleaver
family, who lived and operated a store in Port Penn while maintaining agricultural endeavors nearby.
Therefore, for architectural and historical associations the property appears eligible for the National Register.

FOOTNOTE

1. Dr. Bernard L. Herman, "Rebuilding of St. Georges Hundred, 1830-1870," National Register
Nomination, 1985. '
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N-5196

Property Name: Old Ford Dairy (D. J. Cummins,_ 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Descriptlon"

The 01d Ford Dairy is located on the west side of Rt. 13- approx1mate1y 1.80 miles south
of the St. Georges Bridge and .5 miles south of the junction of Rt. 412 and Rt. 13. '
The nominated property contains the house, yard, and outbuildings and is composed of a
five acre square containing the above listed structures. Excluded from the nomination,
but w1thin the de51gnated boundaries, are a modern frame garage, gambrel roof barm, and

machine sheds. These structures are listed as noncontributing due to their coamstruc-
tion within the past fifty years.

The nominated parcel begins at a point west of Rt. 13, 250 feet north of the present
farmlane, and runs due west for 1,400 feet. Here it makes a 30" turn and runs south
for 500 feet, and then tuns back east for 1,400 feet. The eastern boundary is then :
formed as it rums* north for 500 feet to join the two points.

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbulldlngs, grounds, and 1mmediate setting.

UTM. 18.43900.76700 Tax parcel 13—003.00—014

Owner: Parkway Gravel, Inc.
4048 New Castle Avenue

New Castle, Delaware
Descriﬁtion'.-

The structure is a two-and-a—half story,five by two bay,double cross-gable, vernacular
Victorian farmhouse. This frame structure is covered by wood siding painted white,?“
and built on a stuccoed brick foundation. A rear wing features another cross gable.
The cornice is boxed, with paired brackets running the full perimeter of the rooflime.

There are two brick gable end chimneys with corbelled caps in the main block, and a
third plain gable end chimney in the rear wing.

The windows are two-over-two sash with distinctive wood pediment-shaped lintels over
each window and wood surrounds, all painted green. The windows in each of the cross
gables are six-over-six sash, but the corners of the top sash in each case, have been
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clipped to form an angle matching the pitch of the gable. The attic is 1it by four-
light semi-eliptical gable end windows.

The center front passage of this center-hall plan house is entered through a double -
panelled door with three~light transom ang?sidelights. The trim surrounding of the
door is a repeat of the pediment motif over the windows. '

The house has two porches, one on the front (east) facade and one on the south facade.
The front porch is a one-story, three-bay wood porch. The four-by-four posts”that
support. the porch have.beveled edges and trim detail, indicating that the porch is con-
temporary with the house. S : o

The property which was once a dairy, still has all the outbuildings relating to that
phase -of its history. They are all axranged on the north and south sides of a farm-
lane running behind the house. Directly behind the house is a small board-and-batten,
gable roof structure, possibly a meathouse, on a brick foundation. The doors are hung
with strap hinges. , S

. There is a drive through, two-and-a-half story granary built of braced frame construc-
tion on a stone foundation, At the far end of the road is a rectangular grain storage
bin. East, toward the house, one passes the three-story gambrel roofed dairy barn.
It is built on poured concrete footings. ‘ ' '

There is evidence of a portico having been on the north side of the rear addition, but

other than that, there are very few structural changes evident. There are shutter
holders all the way around the house, but currently .there are no shutters.

Historical Background and Significance:

At the time of the 1850 agricultural census, the 01d Ford Dairy owned by W. Polk fell
into the upper range of St. Georges Hundred farmsteads based on improved acreage, but
was placed exactly in the mid range of local farm values. Like most of his neighbors,
Polk was involved in cereal production cultivating and harvesting wheat, oats, and
Indian corn in above average amounts. In fact, Polk's Indian corn harvest was in the
top ten percent for the entire hundred. Also significant to the farm's value in 1850
r production and farm implements. By the 1860 agricultural census, Polk's
arly déﬁBléd'in value with significant increases in the reported value of
rladgﬁtéfed?aniﬁalé,'wheat, oats, and buitter. At the same time Polk de-
_scribe tally significant decreases in the value :of ‘farm machinery and Indian corm.
Part Of the change in the farm's value rests in the fact that Polk 'was able to ac-
quire an"ddditiomal 50 improved acres between 1850 and 1860.
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As a farm of average value with deviations in the categories of individual crops and
other areas of production, the 01d Ford Dairy represents the strength of St. Georges'
grain based economy at mid century. Absent from the farm values is any mention of or-
chard produce indicating that, onthe eve of the Civil Mar, .peaches and apples as- cash

crops were still a wave of the future. The house itself with its extenmsive vernacular
Gothic detailing, incorporation of service spaces into a rear ell, and setting amidst
a courtyard of agricultural buildings devoted to grain production and dairying under-
score that the economic foundation for the rebuilding period of the nineteenth cen=

tury lay in grain, butter, and livestock for urban markets.

" Nomination by B. Herman and Trish Bensinger
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BOUNDARY MODIFICATION

N-5196

Property Name: 01d Ford Dairy (D.J. Cummins, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Justification for modification: To correct the boundary description on the original
nomination which was misplaced in position, crossing tax parcel lines across Route 13,
and to improve upon the shape of the parcel in such a way that it best preserves

the immediate setting and buildings which are actually positioned slightly askew to
Route 13.

The 0ld Ford Dairy is located on the west side of Route 13, approximately .80 miles .
south of the St. Georges Bridge and .5 miles south of the junction of Rd. 412 and
Rt. 13. The nominated property contains the house, yard, and outbuildiugs and is
composed of an irregularly-shaped 15.8-acre parcel that contains the above listed
structures. Excluded from the nomination, but within the designated boundaries,
are a modern frame garage, gambrel roof barn, and machine sheds. These structures
are listed as noncontributing due to their comstruction within the past fifty years.

The nominated parcel starts from a Point of Beginning (POB) located 450' East 3° North

from the eastern side (front) of the 0ld Ford Dairy farmhouse along the north edge
of the existing farm lane where a stand of trees begins:

thence 250' North 3° West to Point 1;
thence 735' West 3° South to Point 2;
thence 500' West 23° South to Point 3;
thence 650' South 23° East to Point 43
thence 850" East 23° North to Point 53
thence 180' East 3° North to Point 6; and,
thence 250' North 3° West to the POB.

Boundary justification: The nominated parcel begins at a point along the farm lane
at which a planned landscape of trees begins; this east boundary is set back from
the existing right-of-way of Route 13 at a substantial distance of 350 feet, thereby
providing an effective buffer zone for the buildings, the closest of which is located
800 feet from the existing right-of-way. The north, west, and south boundaries

of the parcel are also setat adistance (250 feet) from the core of the buildings Sso
as to contain sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the house,
outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting. The nominated parcel is irregular

in shape to reflect the siting of the buildings which are at a slight angle to the
farm lane.

UTM 18.43900.76700 Tax Parcel 13-003.00-014

Ouwner: Parkway Gravel, Inc.
4048 New Castle Avenue
New Castle, Delaware
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N-5197

Property Name: McWhorter House (Beers, 1868), built early to mid nineteenth century

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

The McWhorter House is located on the south side of route 412 approximately 3/4 miles
west of its intersection with Rt. 13 and 1,300 feet south of the Chesapeake and Del-
aware Canal. This nomination only includes that portion of the farmstead containing
the yard, house, and outbuildings. The total nominated acreage is 8 acres.

The nominated parcel begins 200 feet south from the intersection of Rt. 412 and the
present farmlane and runs parallel tooRt. 412 for 200 feet om either side of the farm-
lane. On the west side it forms a 90 angle and runs south for 1,000 feet until it

turns east for another 400 feet, and then runs back north toward Rt. 512 for 1,000 feet
where it forms the northeast corner of the parcel.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting.

UTM 18+43080+76720- Tax parcel 13-003.00-013

Owner: George Parker Crossland
R. D. 1, Box 272

St. Georges, Delaware

Description:

Although elements of the McWhorter House may date prior to 1810, the largest portion
of the house was raised in the mid nineteenth century. As it faces the road, the
house presents a two-story elevation, three bays across with a shallow hipped roof.
The exterior of the house is finished with narrow face milled feather edged board sid-
ing and subtle Italianate detailing. The windows possess solid, raised panel shutters
on the ground floor and louvered shutters on the second. A two-story, frame kitchen

ell extends off the rear elevation of the front block and contains two ground floor
rooms as well as upstairs chambers.
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On the interior, the central stair passage is finished with an octagonal newel post on
an open string stair with a baluster supported by machine turned balusters. Entry into
the passage from the exterior is through a round arched door flanked by sidelights and
capped with a plain transom. The kitchen interior is notable for its built in paneled
storage cupboards and kitchen dresser as well as its original hardware including thumb
latches and cast iron butt hinges. A small pantry off the kitchen retains its first

period shelving and storage furniture. Also present in the house are original mid-

nineteenth century chairrail, baseboard, and simple wood mantel in the present living
room.

Associated with the house are numerous outbuildings. These include an early twen-
tieth century frame privy, a late nineteenth century board-and-batten storage shed,
hewn frame carriage barn with crossgable over the entry, a two-and-a-half story timber
framed crib barn and granary, and an early nineteenth century dairy barn raised onto a
concrete block ground floor in the 1930s. Also: on the property but listed as non-
contributing elements are a broiler house, hog house, machine shed, layer house, two

feedhouses, and a bunk house. The noncontributing elements were all built by the pres-
ent owner within the last fifty years.

Historical Background and Significance:

In 1807 Thomas and Rachel McWhorter inherited 160 acres located in St. Georges Hundred.
The population census of 1810 counted ten members of the family, two Indians and a
slave. 1In the New Castle County tax assessment records of 1816-17, Thomas McWhorter's
livestock was valued at $305 and his person was worth $150. The 1830 population cen-
sus numbers only four McWhorters and two slaves. In 1840, the family remained at four
resident members. The status of all slaves changed to that of free black. There were

two females, presumably mother and daughter, and one male. Seven people lived in the
house together.

In the 1850 population census the eldest son of Thomas McWhorter, Thomas S., and his
older sister, Mary, were now the heads of the household. Three male laborers, and a
female servant, all white, range in age from eleven to twenty-two. The agricultural
census of 1850 still lists the elder Thomas as the owner of 184 acres of improved land.
The cash value of his farm is $7000 and the farming implements and machinery are worth
$500. His livestock was valued at $450. McWhorter's wheat fields reported a yield of
500 bushels in 1849 and in the same year 520 pounds of butter were produced.

It is possible to compare the above data with computerized information combining a
twenty percent share of all the 1850 landowners in St. George's Hundred. One finds
that the value of the average farm was $11,870. Value of machinery for the average
farmer was $265 and the average value of livestock was $709. The average yield of
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wheat was 474 bushels and 534 pounds of butter were produced on the average farm. The
tax assessment records of 1852-53 show that Thomas McWhorter's poll tax was $400 and
the total amount of his real estate was $3040. His livestock valuved at $54 raised his
total assessment to $3494 in-1849. In that same year Thomas S. had livestock worth
$218, a poll tax of $309 and his total assessment valued at $518.

Thomas S. McWhorter's real estate escalates to $15,000 in the 1860 population census.
His personal property was valued at $2000. Thomas S. was 42 years.old and had a wife,
Emma, 23 years old, who was born in Maryland. Mary, Thomas' gister,still lived there,
as well as John T. McWhorter, age 13. Two male farm laborers and a female domestic
completed the residential picture in 1860. The agricultural census of the same year
reads that 175 acres were improved and five acres remained unimproved. The cash value
of the farm was $18,000; $400 was assessed to farming implements and machinery. Live-
stock was valued at $800 and T. S. McWhorter owned among other animals, seven milch
cows, five horses, and eight swine. In the previous year, 1859, he harvested 703

bushels of wheat, 1000 bushels of Indian corn, 700 bushels of oats, 500 bushels of Irish
potatoes and 500 pounds of butter.

The 1870 population census lists four family members residing at home and a George V.
Brown aged 10 years. The Agricultural Census of 1870 is a little more informative.
We find that 167 acres, down from 175 in 1860, were improved. The cash value of the
farm increased to $25,000. His farming implements and machinery also increased to
$1,000. His livestock was worth the same amount. In 1869 only 500 bushels of Indian
corn, 600 bushels of winter wheat and a yield of only 150 bushels of Irish potatoes

are noted. Even butter production went down to 300 pounds. Also oats were missing
from the tally.

The last population census obtainable was the year of 1880. Thomas S., now 64, wife
Emma, 45, and George Brown, 20, are all that remain from 1870. Mary, 72, moved into
the home of their brother, Leontine, whose home was located a short distance from them.
Two laborers and a servant lived there, too. The agricultural census lists 160 acres
of improved land but still showed a steady incline. The farm owned by Thomas S. was
valued at $16,000, machinery was set at $400 and livestock was worth $1,200. The year
of 1879 produced 600 bushels of wheat, 300 bushels of oats and 1200 bushels of Indian
corn. Total butter production was 1,500 pounds. In that same year, no yield was re-
ported from one acre of apple trees and 40 acres of peach trees.

Nomination by Helen Ross
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N-5201

Property Name: Retirement (James M. Vandergrift Farm, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Retirement Farm is located on the east side of Rt. 13 approximately 1.8 miles south of
its intersection with Rt. 2. The nominated parcel includes a five acre rectangle be-
ginning at the end of the lane approximately 500 yards east of Rt. 13, extending east
to the back of the farm yard, south to the headwaters of Augustine Creek, and north
to the edge of the yard defined by its tramsition to cultivated fields. All struc-

tures within this area, except for the modern machine shed and cattle shed, are in-
cluded in the nomination.

The nominated parcel begins at a point east of Rt. 13, 100 feet south of the inter-

section of the present farmlane below a small knubby-knoll and runs east for 1,800 |
feet toward a tributary of Augustine Creek. At this point a 90 angle is formed and

runs north for 700 feet until it turns back to the west for another 1,800 feet. The

western boundary runs along REt. 13 and is formed by joining the two points.

The nominated parcel includes sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of
the house, outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 18.44540.73620 Tax parcel 13.008.00-027

Owner: Mr. and Mrs. Claude Lester

P. 0. Box 45

St. Georges, Delaware

Description:

The present house, built in the third quarter of the nineteenth century, replaced at
jeast two earlier buildings located on this site. As it stands, Retirement is a two-
and-a-half story, frame, gable roof, five-bay farmhouse.: A two-story frame ell to

the rear of the main block is original to the present house and was designed as a kit-
chen area. The overall dimensions of the house are 38 by 69 feet for the facade and
the face of the ell. The house was originally covered with narrow face milled weather-
board finished with plain corner boards. Although this siding remains in situ it has
been covered with aluminum siding since the house was first surveyed in 1977. The
front of the building presents a balanced five-bay fenestration to the road, but in

the course of residing, the northern most opening was covered over. The house is laid

out on a center-passage plan with a service ell and rests on a concrete stuccoed found-
ation defining a full cellar.
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The gabled roof is steeply pitched with a crossgable on the facade with three ridges
and four valleys defining the roof. There are two brick chimneys with one offset to
the south and the other offset to the east. Originally, the roof was wood shingled,
but it has recently been replaced and is now covered with tin.

The typical window is plain with single division sashes. "For each of the three gables,
there exists one semi-circular window. The head of these windows are half round form-
ing an uninterrupted arc where it joins with the sides. On the rear extension of the
building the windows are six-over-six light sash.

- The main entrance is at the center of the facade with one door. The structural open-—
ing shape is flat with plain applied horizontal and vertical trim. Above the door,
there is a flat transom with two panes of glass.

The concrete steps extend to the first floor of the veranda and do not have a railing.
They rise directly from ground level to the veranda. The veranda is open at the front
and sides and it extends the length of the entire facade. Furthermore, it is one-
story in height and supported by six equally spaced posts with decorative scroll de-
signs. They are attached from the post to the cornice.

On the south side of the house, an early porch has been closed and turned into a
leanto shed.

The small barn in the back of the house is the oldest building that still exists on
the farm which was built circa 1800. The barn is built of braced frame construction
with mortise and tenon joints. The barn is rectangular with a steeply pitched roof.
Doors are located at the east and west end of the barn. The wooden exterior has been
covered by sheet metal while the roof is now covered by tin.

The granary was built around 1850 and is still in very good condition with much of

the interior and exterior being original. It is two storys high, double cribbed with
the doors facing north and south. It is also built of braced frame construction with
mortise and tenon joints. A stone foundation supports the granary. The roof, which
is steeply pitched, is the only part that has been renovated and replaced with tin.
Winder stairs lead from the wagon floor to the loft. The bottom stairway door made

of board and batten construction is decorated with a leather figure of a man, approx-—
jmately 3" tall and 2" wide; it is located on the upper center of the door. The man's
arms and legs are extended and his face is grotesquely yet distinctively carved.

The second barn was built at the end of the nineteenth or the beginning of the Fwen—
tieth century. It is a very large rectangular barn compared to the other buildings
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on the farm, but similar in construction to the small barn and granary. The barn's
facade faces south. Two major additions are found on the barn. One is located in the
rear and the other is on the eastern side which is used to house poultry and other

farm animals. The barn has two silos. The first one is located on the northwestern
end and the other silo is at the eastern addition.

Historical Background and Significance:

As reflected in the agricultural census returas of 1850, the James Vandegrift farm,
Retirement, was slightly larger than most of its neighbors in terms of improved land.
While the Vandegrifts were able to produce almost double the average amount of wheat,
their corn crops fell slightly below average as did their investment in farm mac-
hineryand the value of their livestock. 1In most areas, such as the cash value of the

farm and the amount of butter production, Retirement represents the average farm of
the mid nineteenth century.

The Vandegrifts had owned and occupied the Retirement tract since the late seventeenth
century and had kept it in agricultural use throughout the two centuries of their owmer-
ship. At one time they were jnvolved in running a fulling mill adjacent to the head-

waters of Augustine Creek, but the operation of this local industry seems to have been
of relatively short duration.

What is most significant about the Retirement farmstead is the long term occupancy by

a single family and how the steading developed under their stewardship. The simple
frame later nineteenth century vernacular farmhouse represents at least the third
dwelling to stand on the site. The outbuildings behind the house also reflect long
term usage. At the back of the lot is an English style barn raised on a principal post
and beam framing system. The three-bay barn is the last known example of its kind sur-
viving in St. Georges Hundred and dates from the 1790 to 1820 peried. Associated with
the barn is a mid nineteenth century granary of the type developed in the neighborhood
in the early 1800s. These granaries, containing wagon bays and corn cribs on the
ground floor and grain bins in the loft, became a common sight on St. Georges Hundred
farms by the 1850s when this particular example was erected. At a later date toward

1900 the first barn was replaced by a gable fronted hay barn and stable which still
serves the farm.

The lack of pretentious outbuildings or an architecturally refined dwelling consol-
jdate Retirement's significance as a middle level farm of the nineteenth century. Due
to financial reverses suffered in the 1870s, the farm's economic position relative to
its neighbors declined even as farm values plummeted across the board.

Nomination by Paul Cherry
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Property Name: George Brady Farm Manager's Dwelling (Beers 1868), built ca. 1870.

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

The Brady Farm Manager's House is located on the east side of Rt. 896 approximately
.25 miles south of the intersection of routes 301 and 896. The nominated parcel in-
cludes approximately one acre containing the house and a frame outbuilding.

The nominated parcel begins at a point on the east side of Rt. 71, 200 feet north of
the farmlane of the next property to the south. It extends to tge east for 250 feet
and then turns 90 north-northwest and continues for another 250 feet before turning
east—southeast at 90 and running parallel to Rt. 71 forming the western boundary.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of
the house, outbuildings, grounds and immedjiate setting.

UTM 18-+-38100-67686 Tax parcel 13.015.00-008

Owner: William Brady

OWNER  QBJECTION
Middletown, Delaware : SUBMITTED FUR

19709 D.O .E. ONLY

Description:

The Brady Farm Manager's Dwelling is a rare surviving example of a type of labor hous-
ing once common throughout St. Georges Hundred. Associated with Greenlawn (N-188),
the Manager's House was a mid-level dwelling provided for the personnel who ran the

farm. The mansion house was for the owner and his family: cottages were provided for
day and resident labor.

The Brady Farm Manager's Dwelling is a one-and-a-half story frame building laid out
on a cruciform plan with a projecting lobby entry, a hall-parlor like main block, and
a rear service wing. The building is clad with plain milled weatherboard and capped

with a gable roof with projecting eaves. The exterior of the house is further or-
namenting the front porch.
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Associated with the house is a contemporary frame building with similar gothic win-
dows and sheathed with board-and-batten siding.

Historical Background and Significance:

The Brady Farm Manager's House is associated with Greenlawn (N-188, NR 1973),
Marldale (N-5051, NR 1980), and Weston (N-121, see Weston in this nomination). As
George Brady developed his fortune through the mid 1800s he acquired and occupied a
number of properties which now chart his architectural and social progress. The
first of these, Marldale, was purchased through profits made in working the canal
trade; the second, Weston, was built as Brady relocated himself in close proximity
to the twenty farms he owned and managed in lower New Castle County: the third,
Greenlawn, was acquired from his deceased brother's estate and remodeled exten-

sively as Brady settled on the northern edge of Middletown near the railway depot
and town's business district.

At the time of Brady's move to Middletown, he owned over a score of farms. Each
farm was occupied by a farm manager who worked on shares with Brady and who oc-
cupied the primary dwelling on the steading. At Greenlawn, Brady and later his
heirs, occupied the main house, and provided the farm manager with a second smaller
dwelling just to the north. The economic arrangements between the Bradys and the
resident farmer were the same as those made with the farmers on the outlying farms.

Architecturally, the Manager's House is a reflection of the same aesthetic ex-
pressed in Brady's remodeling of the main house. The trim found on the Manager's
House is similar to that used on the conservatory attached to the back of Greenlawn.
In its design, siting, and use of trim, the Manager's House underscores the hierarchy
of social relationships defined with economically developed class lines.

Nominated by Bernard L. Herman
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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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National‘Register: +
Inventory—Noriiination Form
See instructions in How to Compiete-Nationa! Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections i .
1. Name |
nistoric B.F. Banson House : .
and:or common
2. Location
; Route 299 3 miles west of Middletown
street & numbar o+ Junction of Warwick Road — not for publication
city, town Middletown _X vicinity of congressional district  One
state Delaware code 10 county New Castle I code (02
3. Classification ,
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district —  public — Occubpied ~X_ agriculfure — museum
_X buliding(s} _X_private —X_unoccupied - commercial — park
— structure  ____ both ___work In progress —— educetional ' private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment  _ religious
—— object — in process _X. yes: restricted —— government —— sclentific
____ being considered —— yes: unrestricted . = industrial L — transportation
- no . —— military ' —— other:
4. Owner of Property
= \ 4
t
name Mr., and Mrs. Wiliiam learns g "
streel & number Elizabeth Allen Farms k
gity, town  Fieldsboro ___ vicinity of state Delaware 3
m e ———z ; 3
5. Location of Legal Description -. :
courthouse; registry of deeds ete.  rublic Building i

street-& number

Rodney Square

city, town __Wilmingion

o
state  Delaware

sresentation in Existing Surveys

N-5225

title pejaware Cultural Survey has this property been detérmined elegible? ___ yes _i.. no
dste 1978 ___tederal _X_siate ___county ___ local

depository for survey records

0l1d State House, The Green, P. O. Box 1401 |

city, town Dover

-
state Delaware 19901

e g e, T R T s e s s wiss;, Wi w, me ISR - - S S
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7. Description s .

Conidition Check one Check one

— Exctlient —X detetiorated _ X unaltered —X original site o 4

o — good — tuing —— altered — moved  date “
—— fair —— unéxposed E

Describe the: prasent and original {if known} physical zppsarance "
The B.F. Hanson House is iocated {~at farmland on Delaware Road 299, approxi-
mately three milea west of Middletm: , St. Georges Runc¢rad, New Castle County,
Delaware. The house achieved its present form in 1843 and comprises a ree- -
tangular, two-story,five-bay, centr.l hall plan miin block, with a two-atory
rear ell. Evidence strongly indicates ths. rear portior of the ell incorporates
all or part of a residence ante-dating the main block of the house. The entire
structure is of frame construction on a brick foundation, with a cellar found
under the rear portion of the ell. The general interior treatment of the main
block and eli are divergent.,

The main block exhibits many Greek Revival details, including graded siding,

applied pilasteﬂs‘uith capitals apd footers, integrated brick chimneys, and a

doutle ridge cornice. The four columns of the front porch and two columns of

the yide porch match the pilasters applied to the gable corners and main block i
of the house. The central front facade contains a six-panel door, with three- 1
quarter side lights on recessed panels over which rests a five-light trarascm.
There are two evenly spaced six-over-six light-sliding sasﬁ windows on each side
of the door, and five similar windows spaced evenly on thq4seeond atory. A1l of
the windows are trimmed by three-panel moulded shutters with iron hardware and
catches. The roof of the wain block is nearly flat and sheathed with ridged
metal.

S L

T

The ell section of the house is sided in weatherboard &nd is of a style
generally conforming to the main block, Its windows are uneveflly spaced and of
six-over-six sliding sash design. The ell has a pitched metal ridged roof bro- .
ken at its peak by two brick chimneys. The portion of the ell within the chi;if\ ]
neys is believed to ante-date the main structure. An attached one-story shed

without foundation is located at the end of the ell. 3

Interior features of the main block continue a well-executed vernacular 3
interpretation of Greek Revival architecture. A center hail divides two unequal :
bays and continues to an interior porch. Left of the entrance, the main stair- j
case rises to a landing and thence to the second floor, where a door connecting i
to the ell is located rt the center of the landing. The stairway features
turned tapered balusters, a continuous walnut handrail and a faceted newel post. E
The smaller of the two first Floor rooms, the dining rcom, is located to the
left of the entrance and it features a marble quadrafoll scalloped edge
fireplace, chimneys cupboards and a small closet; plain block trim and decorated
baseboards are used. To the right of the main entrance is a larger room which i
probably served as a parlour. The room has & mirble fireplace and trim similar
to that of the dining room. Floors in both rooms are uniform width pine, and i

the walls and ceilings are plastered. The ceilings of both rooms are 10 1/2
feet high.

t
|

The second floor contdins three rooms. The firat, over the parlour, has a
simple wood fireplace, decorated baseboard, fluted doar and plain window trim.
The cérter room, over the entrance hall, also has plain trim and decorated base-
boards. The bedchamber over the dining room features chimney cupboards and 2
matched ctoset and fireplace doors with fluted trim.

B e S RRHRL T A
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The house grounds and farmyard ars also intact, although two tenant trailers are
presently sited there to provide security focr the vacant house. These will be
movad after the house is restored and occupied. The handsome group of out-
buildings ranged on either side of the Zane leading back to the fields is
generally guble-roofed--though the largest barn has a low gambrel--and
vertically-planked on cross-braced framing. These buildings illustrate the
various storage and animal husbandry functions that would have contributed to
the agricultural prosperity which supported the residence.

LB, T REERTE  Te
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8. Significance.

Poriod Areas of Signiticance—Check and justity below
—— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community p: nng fandscape architecture___ religion
—_1460-1439 ___ archeology-historic . conservation — law: — Sclence -
—_ 15001599 ____ agriculture _X_ economics — lterature — . sculpture
. 1600-1699 _X_ architecture —— @ducation — military — social/ .
—1700-1799 ___ &t - engineering — music humanitarian
_X_1800~1899 ___ commerce —_ exploration/settiement ___ phi{osophy — . theater

1900~ - communications — Industry — politicsigovernment - transportation
- invention “X_ other (specity)

Lozal History

Specific dates 1843 Builder:drchitect  Not Known

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Built during 1843 as the residence of Benjamin Hanson, th2 B,F. Hanson house
remains one cf the least aitered Greek Revival residential structures in
Delaware. The floorplan, decorative trim, and hardware are unintruded upon;
even the original exterior paint remains, The residence i1s a valuadle material
manifestation of the state of mind of its era, an architectural exemplar of the
conspicuous consumption often reflected in homes built during a prosperous
pericd for the area. The house, particularly the main tlock, reflects an
understanding and vernacular adaption of the Greek Revival style popular at the
time. The owner's priorities are clearly defined in the first floor fireplaces
and the manufactured staircase, doors, and trim, These stand in sharp contrast
to the plainness of the ell and the adaptive use of a prior structure.

The tract of iand on which the house stands was purchased by Peter and Christine
Hanson in 1830, by conveyance of John Wales, and included 275 acres, a house,
barn, and orchards. It remained as Peter's home untii his death 1n 1836, and
by his will of July 1836 the plantation was divided equally between his three
eldest sons Benjamin F., William und Joseph Hanson, Theiwill was probated in
1838 and named Benjarin, then twenty years old and the eldest son, as a co-
executor, In 1843 Joseph Hanson conveyed 143 acres to his brothers William and
Benjamin. Shortly thereafter William conveyed his share of the land to
Benjamin, including 144 acres and t'.e homestead. Tax assessment listings for
1844 econfirm Benjamin's acquisition and reflect the inecreased value of his pro-
perty including the frame house, barn, and real estate for a total of $4,032,
with additional zssessments for slaves, silverplate and 281 head of stock. On a
comparative basls, the assessment establishes Benjamin Hanson as one of the most
affluent landholders in St. Georges Hundred.

Additional land purchases in St. Georges Hundred from Aria Canrn and a Chancery
Court sale in 1865 confirm Benjamin's interest and econoisic ability to exnand
his agricultural endeavors in a period of consclidation and movement to smaller,
more efficlent farms. Hanson's interests were not restricted :¢ agricultual
pursuits., His documented participation and leadership in St. Anne's Episcopal
Church as vestryman from ‘838 to 1870, as well as his service as a delegate to
diocesan conventions during the period, attest to a man of status. He rests
within a prestigious family plot at St. Anne's Cemetery, just south of
tiiddletown.

The boundarys of the presently nominated property are sst to enclose within a
simple figure the historic resources discussed in this form-~house, house
grounds, and cutbuildings--which are under a single present ownership. A minimum
20 foot clearance is allowed around all structures. The present owner pians to
restore this unaltered but deterforating house to its original appearance and
condition,.

05/02/2005 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE
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Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at a point 159.10 feet east of the east right-of-way of Delaware Road ;
229, and 275 feet north of the nci'th side of a lane leading to the B.F, Hanson :
house; thence 492 feet east to intersect with a line parallel to the east wall
of the easternmost outbuilding on the property: thence 370 feet south to inter-
sect with a line parallel to the south wall of the southernmost outbuilding on
the .roperty; thence 227 feet west to intersect with a line parallel to the west
wall of that building; thence 80 feet north to intersect with a line parallel to
the southernmost wall of the B,F. Hanson house; thence 265 feet west to inter-
sect with a line parallel to the west wall of the B.F. Hanson house; thence 289
feet north to the point of beginning. See attached sketch map.
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9. Major Biblio{ aphical Referencei

New Castle County Deeds, Wills, Tombstcne Listings - Hall of Records, Dover, D:laware.

Cultural Resource Survey Structural Date Form - Delaware: Bureau of Archaeclogy & Histeric
Preservation. O©ld State House, Dover, Delaware (CRS ¥ 56 N 5225). '
St. Annes Episcopal Church. Minutes and Registry 1804 to 1886, Hall of Records, bover, DE l

'10._Geographical Data

approximately 5.3 acres

ma:en::‘n:.m: mdgpg'gmnny;gn “Quadrangle scate _1:24,000
UMT References 1
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Vorbal boundary description and justification
See Continuation Sheet {

List all states and countiss for properties overiapping state or county boundariss

state code county code

plate code
11. Form Prepared Ry

George J. Fink - Private Researcher (to research) |
nameltitle Robert A. Howard - {to consultation)

George J. Fink - Historical Research Materials (Fink)
organizationThe Howard Company - (Howard) date July, 1980

county ) code

P.0. Box 911 (Fink) 697-1798
street & number p o, Box 3512 (Howard) telephone  §58-2401, Ext. 306
Dover, Delaware (Fink) Delaware
city or town Greenville, Deiaware (Howard) state. Delaware

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The évalusied significance of this property within the slate is:

—— ngtionsl —X state — locat

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer lor the Natlonal Historic Prezervation Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationat Register and certify that it has been avaluated
according to the criterla and-procedures set forth by the Herliage Conservatl a and "~ creation Service.

Stiite Historic Preservation Officer signature

SR D D 638
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Hame: B.F, Hanson House

Location: Route 299 Wes® of Middletown, New Castle Cty.
Fhotographery Jon Andress Delaware
Fate: Novemoer 1980

location of Regative: Burea. of Archaeology & Historic

Preservation, 01d State House, The Green, Dover, DE 19901
<eczeription: pain block, oblique view from west

Frotograph Humber: g3 of 7

05,02/72005 DE STATE HIST

3
:
j
:

wn it b

o i et

& marern bt a e

N ARTET IS, e 5

AR L

s R

oy R e,

PRESERVATION OFFICE



NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 10024-0018
(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

‘National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions In How to Complete the '
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x* in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter *N/A® for *nct applicable.” For 1ur.\¢':t|ms.
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name__"Fairview"

other name/site number _N-5244

2. Location

street & number_350_Hyetts Corner Road (County Route 413)

0J not for publication
city or town _Middletown

[ vicinity

state_Delaware code DE county New Castle code 003 _ zip code 19709

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nonl_ktion

[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CER Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[J nationally [] statewide [ locally. ( (] See continuation sheet for additional comments,)

Signature of certifying official/Titie Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper
U entered in the National Register,
See continuation sheet.

Date of Action

O] determined eigible for the
National Register
L] see continuation sheet.

O] determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National
Register

other, (explain:)




"Fairview"
Name of Property

New Castle, Delaware
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
& private x building(s)
O public-local O district
O public-State O site
O public-Federal O structure
O object

Name of related muiltiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Dwell i ¢ the R 1 Elite i
Central Delaware, 1770-1830 +/-~_

Number of Resources within Property
(Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
B 1 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed Iin the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functlons
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Early Republic: Federal

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation _Brick; concrete block
walls Brick

frame/clapboard; concrete block

roof __Asphalt shingles; tar
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the propesty on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Fairview"” is located in St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County, south of the town of St.
Georges. The dwelling is in its original location and is surrounded by a lawn, various

landscape features, and a storage building.

The 3.9945-acre parcel is approached by an

unpaved drive from County Route 413, which extends from and is perpendicular to US Route
13. Agricultural lands surround the property on the south, east, and west.



"Fairview"
Name of Property

New Castle, Delaware
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark *x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

U B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past. ' ‘

¥ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

3 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark *x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

UJ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[J B removed from its original location.

O C abirthplace or grave.

0O D acemetery.

L] E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J F a commemorative property.

0O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narratlve Statement of Significance

(Explainﬁesigriﬁwnceofhepmpeﬂyonmeormeconﬁnuaﬁmdtee\s.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Social History

Architecture

Period of Significance
c. 1816-1943

Significant Dates
C. 1816, c. 1820

Slignificant Person
{Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affillation
N/A

Archltect/Builder
unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, mﬁd&s,andomersarmusedhprepaﬁngmlsﬁonnmmeamaeconﬁnuaﬁmsheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[J previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

0 designated a National Historic Landmark

0 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
¥

0 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary locatlon of additional data:

&I State Historic Preservation Office
{0 Other State agency
[J Federal agency
(O Local government
O University
[ Other
Name of repository:




"Fairview"

New Castle, Delaware

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 3.9945

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

118 1443750 4374188 glod Lot b badal ool
Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone
ol b b b b Lo by

Verbal Boundary Description :
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

o O I RN B S I A

[ see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

i s ialist
nameftitle Mark A. Bower, Associate Principal, and Jill Cremer, Historic Preservation Spec

organization Kise Franks & Straw

date _Nov. 1993; minor update 3/95

street & number _219 N. Broad Street

city or town _Philadelphia

telephone_{215) 561-1050

state_PA _ zip code_19107

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items g

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) Chain of Title and transcribed Probate Record

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPOQ.)

name _Floral Plant Growers, Inc.

street & number _1133 Ebenezer Church Road

city or town _Rising Sun

telephone_N/A

stateMD_______ zip code_21911

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the national Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine efigibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing Instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect

of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DG 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectionnumber Z____ page -1 _

(1) Dwelling -- This building historically served as the primary residence for the
property through most of the nineteenth century, but is now used as a tenant house. The
dwelling is located on the south side of County Route 413 (Hyetts Corner Road), set back
approximately 250 feet. The building is a good vernacular example of the Federal style.
This dwelling has been altered over time, but retains a majority of its character-
defining interior and exterior features. The building is in overall good condition and
is well maintained by the current owner. The principal facade faces north toward Hyetts
Corner Road. The house measures approximately twenty feet by eighty-six feet, and is
constructed in three distinct sections running east to west.

The east section, or main block, of the farmhouse dates from circa 1816 and is a
two-and-one-half-story, five-bay dwelling. The rectangular shaped building and
foundation are laid in six course American bond brick, painted with several coats of
white paint. The north facade has five bays, with the center bay positioned slightly
closer to the west .two bays. The central bay contains an entrance door comprised of the
original six panel single leaf door with a plain reveal, and a mid-twentieth century -
surround with pilasters and dentiled lintel. The reveal opening has been fitted with a
wood single leaf, multiple light storm door. A poured concrete step is located in front

of the entrance door. Below the first story windows are four evenly spaced basement
windows with brick infill.

The south facade, similar to the north facade, has five bays with the center bay
positioned closer to the west two bays in order to accompany the central hall stair. The
central bay contains the rear entrance door. The opening has been infilled with a one
panel wood door and wood surround. A central. second story window is positioned between
the first and second stories, and corresponds to the landing of the principal interior
staircase. Three evenly spaced basement windows are located below the first story
windows, with a bulkhead leading to the basement, in the far west bay.

Windows throughout the main block are six-over-six, double hung, wood sash, with plain
wood lintels and sills. The sills have been covered with aluminum. The windows have
simple wood frames, which have been fitted with wood storm sash. The majority of the
brick mold trim appears- to date from the second quarter of the twentieth century and is
most likely contemporary with the wood storm sash. The side-gabled roof is covered with
asphalt shingles, and has a molded box cornice with molding and return ends. Aluminum
gutters are located on the north and south facades. The east and west facade gables each
have two small garret windows with molded wood surrounds. Located at each gable end is
an interior brick chimney with a simple brick cap.

The central section of the farmhouse is an addition to the main block as evidenced by its
smaller scale and lower roof, and a seam in the masonry running between the two buildings
on the north and south facades. Based on the similarity of materials and detailing, it
would appear that the addition was constructed shortly after the main block. This
section is two-and-one-half-stories in height and two bays in width. Similar to the main
block, the foundation and walls of the addition are laid in six course American bond
brick, and painted with several coats of white paint. The north facade consists of one,
nine light metal casement window on the first story, and two bays with six-over-six,
double hung sash on the second story. Scars and infill in the\masonry of this facade

"Fairview" New Castle, Delaware
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indicate that a door and window opening once existed on the ground floor and were
aligned with the second story windows. It appears that these openings were reworked and
or infilled when the present circa 1950 casement window was installed. The south facade
contains a one story porch consisting of a poured concrete slab floor, turned wood posts
supporting a shed roof, with gable ends clad in beaded boards.

The remainder of the windows in the central section are six-over-six, double hung, wood
sash with plain wood lintels and sills. The sills have been covered with aluminum. The
windows have simple wood frames which have been fitted with wood storm sash, and the
majority of the brick mould trim appears to be a second quarter of the twentieth century
replacement. The side-gabled roof is covered with asphalt shingles, and has a molded
box cornice, with cyma reversa molding and aluminum gutters on the north and south
facades. The north and south cornices terminate in returns on the west gable, and
contains a projecting cornice similar to the main facades. The west gable end also
contains two small garret windows fitted with four-light sash, and a double-pile
interior brick chimney.

The west section of the building dates from circa 1950, and is one-and-one-half-

stories in height, three bays in width, and of frame construction. The addition was
originally constructed as a two car garage, but was partially converted into a storage
room in 1992. This section sits on a pored concrete slab foundation and is covered with
clapboard siding. The north facade has three bays under a shed porch with a central
entrance door. The shed porch is supported by four square wood posts with a scalloped
wood fascia board. Two wood and partially glazed overhead garage doors are located on
the west facade. The south facade has three bays, with an entrance door in the far west
bay fitted with a circa 1992 six panel door. Window openings throughout. the building
are six-over-six, double hung, wood sash with simple wood frames. The side~gabled roof
is clad with asphalt shingles.

The first floor of the east gection, or main block, contains a seven foot by seventeen
foot central stair hall, with opposing front and rear entrance doors. An open half-turn
staircase with a landing is located on the east side of the hall. The stair stringer is
enclosed and has a molded lip, square balusters, and a hand rail that terminates in a
square newel post with a plain cap. The side of the staircase is trimmed with a half
round molding in a pattern of squares and triangles corresponding to the stair rise.
Under the landing is a two panel door, turned upside down, leading to a closet. The
open staircase and mill work detailing are common features found in dwellings of the
rural elite.

Located east of the central hall is a room (presently used as a 1iving room) which runs
the width of the house. The room retains a majority of the original moldings and
architectural features. A high-style fireplace is centrally located on the east wall.
The mantelpiece consists of engaged fluted pilasters with block bases' and molded
capitals that support a blank frieze. Located at each end of the frieze are projecting
molded blocks that correspond. to the pilasters. The frieze and blocks have a highly
articulated fluted cornice located under the shelf, which extends beyond the surround
and has a simple molded projecting edge. The firebox has been 1ined with modern fire
brick circa 1990, and a raised brick hearth has been constructed which partially

"rairview" New Castle. Delaware
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conceals the base of the mantelpiece. The firebox surround consists of modern brick
trimmed with fluted wood molding and plain corner blocks. Two chimney cupboards are
built into each side of the fireplace. The cupboards are divided into two sections by a
molded chair rail. The upper section contains two slightly raised panels, and the 1lower
cupboard contains one slightly raised panel. Both cupboards have a circa 1900 wrought
iron rim lock with a white china knob. The windows consist of one foot inset frames,
with molded surrounds and corner blocks. The window sills have rounded projecting edges,
which extend slightly beyond the molded aprons with straight sides.

Door surrounds are similar to the window trim, with fluted molding and corner blocks. A
beaded edge baseboard extends around the perimeter of the room.

Located west of the central hall is a room presently used as a dining room, which runs
the width of the house. The room retains the majority of its original moldings and
architectural features. A high-style fireplace is centrally located on the west wall,
and is nearly identical to the mantle in.the east room. The mantelpiece consists of
engaged fluted pilasters with block bases and molded capitals that support a blank
frieze. Located at each end of the frieze are projecting molded blocks that correspond
to the pilasters. The frieze and blocks have a highly articulated fluted cornice under
the shelf, which extends beyond the surround and has a simple molded projecting edge.
The firebox has been lined with modern fire brick circa 1990. The firebox surround
consists of painted wood with a molded wood trim. A chimney cupboard is built into the
south side of the fireplace, identical to the cupboards in the east room. The cupboard
is divided into two sections, divided by a modern chair rail. The upper section contains
two slightly raised panels, and the lower cupboard contains one slightly raised panel.
The cupboard has a circa 1900 wrought iron rim lock with a white china knob. Located on
the north side of the fireplace is a built-in wall cupboard. The cupboard is divided
into two sections, with the lower section containing a pair of slightly raised single
panel doors. The upper section contains a pair of glazed doors each with two lights
divided by a wide central bar. The upper.and. lower cupboards are divided by a plain
board. The cupboard has a small molded surround which appears to be a replacement. The
interior is filled with plain shelves and is painted white. The doors have circa 1900
wrought iron rim locks with white china knobs. The windows consist of one foot inset
frames, with angled jambs and molded surrounds. The window sills have rounded projecting
edges, which extend slightly beyond the molded aprons with straight sides. A circa 1950
molded chair rail extends around the room, and abuts the window sills and aprons. The
door surrounds, similar to the window trim, have fluted moldings. A beaded edge
baseboard extends around the perimeter of the room.

Located west of the dining room is a room presently used as a kitchen. This room is
located in the two bay central section of the house, and is one step down from the west
room. The room was renovated with modern finishes and cabinetry circa 1990. The only
visible extant historic feature is an enclosed winder staircase located in the northwest
corner of the room. The staircase leads to a second story bedroom, and retains a wood
door with six flush panels and original wrought iron latch hardware. A wood step is
located beneath the door opening. A built-in closet is located immediately south of the
winder staircase and also retains a wood door with six flush panels. The kitchen
contains a fireplace centrally located on the west wall., The fireplace consists of a
plain modern brick surround and firebox and a simple wood shelf. A newly renovated

"Fairview" New Castle, Delaware
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storage room and bathroom are located west of the kitchen. The bathroom is located off
a short hall, which leads to the storage room. The storage room was constructed in what
was formerly the south bay of the garage. All of the finish trim and cabinets in the
storage room and bathroom were installed in 1992. A circa 1816-1828 outdoor fireplace
is located in the northeast corner of the storage room. The fireplace shares the same
chimney as the kitchen fireplace, and has recently been closed in to make a cupboard.

The second story of the house includes three rooms and a bathroom. With the exception
of the bath, the arrangement of the rooms corresponds to the three room configuration of
the first story in the main (east) and central sections. The upper hall contains an
enclosed stair on the south side which leads to the attic and a bathroom on the north

side. The bathroom appears to be a late nineteenth century addition, and contains
fixtures dating from circa 1950.

The east bedroom is located east of the second floor central hall, and retains a
majority of the original moldings and architectural features. A fireplace is centrally
located on the east wall. The mantelpiece consists of a highly articulated fluted
cornice supporting a molded shelf, which extends slightly beyond the plain wood:
surround. The firebox has been sealed with a painted piece of wood trimmed with wood
molding. Located on the north side of the fireplace is a built-in closet with a six
panel door and molded trim. The door contains a circa 1900 wrought iron rim lock with a
white china knob. Located on the south side of the fireplace are a built-in closet and
cupboard that are divided by a twelve inch wide plain board. This closet is identical to
the closet on the north side of the fireplace, with the exception of a wrought iron lock
box and white porcelain knob. The cupboard, located south of the closet, has a narrow
two panel door. The closet and cupboard retain a wrought iron rim lock with a white
china knob, and are surrounded by a molded wood trim. The windows consist of one foot
inset frames, with angled jambs and molded surrounds. The window sills have rounded
projecting edges, which extend slightly beyond the molded aprong with straight sides.
The door surrounds have molded trim, and retain a six panel door and a wrought iron lock

box and porcelain knob. A beaded edge baseboard extends around the perimeter of the
room.

The west bedroom is located west of the second floor central hall, and retains a
majority of the original moldings and architectural features. A fireplace is centrally
located on the west wall. The mantelpiece consists of a highly articulated fluted
cornice supporting a molded shelf, which extends slightly beyond the plain wood
surround. The firebox has been sealed with a painted piece of wood trimmed with wood
molding. Located on the north side of the fireplace is a built-in closet with a six
panel door and molded trim. The door contains a circa 1900 wrought iron rim lock with a
white china knob. The windows consist of one foot inset frames, with angled jambs and
molded surrounds. The window sills have rounded projecting edges, which extend slightly
beyond the molded aprons with straight sides. The door surrounds have molded trim, and
retain a six panel door and a wrought iron lock box and porcelain knob. A beaded edge
baseboard extends around the perimeter of the room.

The third bedroom is located west of the west bedroom, and is above the first story

"Fairview" New Castle, Delaware
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kitchen in the two bay central section of the house. This bedroom is accessed from the
west bedroom by a six panel wood door and two wood steps beneath the door. This room
was once divided into two rooms, as is indicated by the beam running north to south
across the ceiling. Presently, the room is L-shaped with a storage room located in the
southwest corner. The windows consist of simple molded surrounds and sills with molded
aprons. The door surrounds and baseboards are plain boards. An enclosed winder
staircase, leading to the first story kitchen, is located in the northwest corner of the
room. A plain wood railing runs along the stair opening on the second story.

The lawn surrounds the dwelling on the north, south and east sides. The north lawn
contains two rows of maple trees running north to south that are aligned on center with
the main block of the dwelling, and appear to date from the mid-twentieth century. A
specimen boxwood is located near the northeast corner of the dwelling, and is surrounded
by formally planted modern shrubs and a recently planted locust tree. A mid-twentieth
century concrete walkway extends from the front center door to the west, and ends in the
grass before reaching the driveway. The gravel drive extends south from CR 413 along
the west side of the lawn, then turns east toward the garage. The drive appears to date
from the mid-twentieth century, based on its alignment from the road to the modern
garage addition. A few scattered mid-sized deciduous and conifer trees are located near
the driveway. The south lawn contains a large specimen sycamore tree near the southeast
corner of the dwelling, that appears to date from the late nineteenth century. A few
informally planted deciduous trees are scattered to the south and west of the dwelling.
A brick and concrete walkway -lined with modern shrubs extends to and from the south
facade porch, and also serves as a foundation for a picnic table. A post-1950 wellpump
on a concrete foundation is located immediately south of the south facade porch. A
circa 1990 kitchen garden is planted southeast of the dwelling. (Contributing)

(2) storage Building -- This post-1950 building is partially included in the current
tax parcel 13-008.00-21. The building is located west of the farmhouse on the west side
of the driveway. The building is one:story in height, and is constructed of concrete
block at its south end and is of frame construction at its north end. The building has
a flat tar roof and its various window openings are fitted with aluminum sash. The
building shows signs of deterioration. The storage building appears ineligible due to

age and its lack of functional relationship to the period of significance.
(Non-contributing)

"Fairview"

New Castle, Delaware
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"Fairview" is being listed on the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A
and C. The building represents the changes in the landscape due to the emergence of a
new class of farmers in the federal period (1770-1830), and is an example of a type or
method of construction that represents the late Georgian/Federal vernacular styles
popular among Delaware's rural elite during the 1770-1830 +/- period. The houses of the
rural elite as a functional type relate to the following historic contexts in the
Delaware Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan: Upper Peninsula Zone; 1770-1830 +/-;

Agriculture, Settlement Patterns and Demographic Change, and Architecture, Engineering,
and Decorative Arts (Herman, et al 1989).

Beginning in the third quarter of the eighteenth century, a self-described class of
agriculturalists arose who were less actively engaged in the physical practice of farming
and more heavily involved in the administration and management of agricultural estates.
They purchased land in towns and in the countryside as investments, often renting out the
land to tenants or transferring operations to individual farm managers. By 1850, the
result was a dominant class of farmers who did not cultivate the soil but recorded and

regulated the annual cycle of planting and harvest through ledgers and daybooks (Herman,
et al 1989). i

In April 1813, George Smith of St. Georges Hundred purchased sixty-eight acres of land -in
St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County, from John L. and Hannah Cramer of Philadelphia.
The Cramer's received the property from Hannah's father, Jacob Egbertson, after his death
earlier that same year (NCRD, Book M, Volume 3, p. 536, 1813). 1In 1813, the year he
purchased the land, a St. Georges Hundred tax assessment listed Smith with 50 head of
livestock valued at $373.69, 32 oz. of plate valued at $35.20, and a total assessment of
$542.89. A later adjustment of $2,304 gave Smith a total tax assessment of $2,846.89 for
the year of 1813 (NCTA, 1813 St. Georges Hundred). It would appear that the sizable tax
adjustment made that year reflects Smith's purchase from the Cramer's. It is of note
that the 1813 assessment made no reference to a dwelling on the property, and no tax
assessments were recorded for the years 1814 and 1815. The first reference to a dwelling
on the property is recorded in the 1816 St. Georges Hundred tax assessment. The
assessment for that year lists Smith with "...385 [acres] improved with a large brick and
wooden dwelling, barn and stable" (NCTA, 1816 St. Georges Hundred). The 385 acres of
improved land is listed as part of 406 acres of land valued at $12,180, fifteen acres of
which was woodland, and six acres of branch and cripple. In addition, Smith also owned
*...livestock valued at $1630,...one male slave named Thomas to serve one year aged
twenty years...", the valuation of that service being $10, and $150 in cash. The total
assessment was $13,970, clearly placing Smith in the top decile of wealth for the St.
Georges Hundred vicinity (NCTA, 1816 St. Georges Hundred; Herman 1987: 112).

The tax assessment records shed much insight on George Smith in the years between 1813
and 1816. It appears that Smith's net worth dramatically increased within a short period
of time, suggesting that Smith either benefited from a substantial investment, or
advantageous marriage, or perhaps an inheritance. The reference in the tax assessment to
a large dwelling indicates that Smith's house was considered substantial and well above
the norm for the period. In St. Georges Hundred in the early nineteenth century, the
majority of buildings were of wood construction, with only five percent (29 individuals)
of the taxable population owning brick dwellings. 1In addition, only thirty-seven percent
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of the taxable population owned land, with four percent owning more than one hundred
acres (Herman 1987: 112). It should be noted that the 1816 tax assessment refers to
George Smith's house as a "...large brick and wooden dwelling...". It appears that the
present center section, constructed of brick, replaced the wooden portion mentioned in
the 1816 assessment. Based on physical inspection, the brick construction and details
suggest that the brick addition was completed shortly after the main block. The first
mention of a "...brick dwelling..." is the 1828 tax assessment. Pending further
research, it can be assumed that the brick addition dates from circa 1820 +/-.

The listing of a slave would also put Smith into one of the smallest subgroups of the
rural elite - the slave owner. Of the ten building owners listed in the thematic
National Register nomination Dwellings of the Rural Elite in Central Delaware
1770-1830+/-, Herman identifies only one other slave owner, Daniel Charles Heath, who
built the Vandyke-Heath House (N-5891) in Vandyke, New Castle County. Herman also states
in Architecture and Rural Life in Central Delaware 1700-1900, that only ten of the

twenty nine persons living in brick dwellings in St. Georges Hundred during 1816 owned a
slave (Herman 1987: 112).

George Smith died intestate in January 1825. A probate inventory and appraisement was
prepared for his estate, with his wife Milcah and their son Thomas W. Smith acting as
administrators. The inventory listed the deceased as owning seventeen head of cattle,
twenty head of milk cows, two steeds, two bulls, forty-one head of sheep, three horses,
five hickory colts, one breeding mare, and one grey mare (NCPR, inventory of George
Smith, 1825). The extensive inventory listed produce, a valuation of crops in the fields
and numerous agricultural machines and implements. The inventory items associated with
farming operations indicate that Smith had a highly specialized and diverse agricultural
operation. Smiths probate inventory also liasts luxury items such as silver spoons, an
eight day clock valued at $30, a walnut desk, several mahogany tables, carpets, two lots
of books, feather beds, bedsteads, looking glasses and a riding chair. 1In addition, he
had two indentured black slaves with high valuations. All of these items served as
visible signs of George Smith's wealth.

A Return of Division-and Valuation prepared by the Orphans Court of New Castle County in
July 1828 recorded George Smith with 441 acres of land in St. Georges Hundred, excepting
one acre for the Methodist Episcopal Church in St. Georges Hundred, 250 acres in Duck
Creek Hundred, Kent County, and a lot of two acres with a dwelling house in Fieldsboro,
Appoquinimink Hundred, New Castle County. 1In February of 1825 a public sale was
conducted of Smith's "goods and chattels". The administration papers for George Smith's
estate includes the proceeds of the sale conducted on the 17th day of February 1825.
Later entries list cash disbursements to settle outstanding claims and debts and the
settling, in 1827, of a large law suit which Smith posthumously lost. Smith's property
holdings were divided amongst his widow Milcah, and their three children, Thomas W.
Smith, Elizabeth S. Diehl nee Smith, and Martha Bryan nee Smith. The Fairview parcel was
divided into six lots. A lot containing the house and twenty-three acres was assigned to
Adam Diehl, Jr. "in right of his wife, Elizabeth" (NCOC 1828). Milcah Smith received her
widow's third consisting of 130 acres of Fairview, and the Fieldsboro lot in
Appoquinimink Hundred. Smith also assigned to Albert G. Bryan "in right of his wife
Martha"™ (NCOC 1828) ninty-five acres of the Fairview tract, and a lot of two-hundred
acres in Kent County. Thomas W. Smith received four lots, three of which were part of

"Fairview" New Castle, Delaware
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the Fairview tract totaling seventy-one acres, and one lot in Duck Creek Hundred, Kent
County totaling fifty acres (NCOC, 1828).

In July 1828, three years after Adam Diehl and Elizabeth received their share of the
Fairview property, Diehl purchased an adjacent tract of seventy-four acres of land
belonging to his brother-in-law Thomas W. Smith, at a Sheriff's sale for $1585.00 (NCRD,
Book M, Volume 4, p. 339, 1828). Thomas W. Smith died in 1828 with a debt of $1,404.00,
necessitating the sheriff's sale. With the purchase of this land, Diehl was able to
purchase land adjacent to his share of the Fairview division.

An 1828 St. Georges Hundred tax assessment record lists Adam Diehl, Jr. with "...twenty
three acres, and a B. [brick] house, $1537.00 from George Smith" and "seventy two acres,
$928 from Thomas Smith" (NCTA, 1828). 1In 1854, the St. Georges Hundred tax assessment
lists Diehl with one-hundred acres of land (the combined lands inherited and acquired
from George and Thomas W. Smith, respectively), a brick house, a barn and out house,
stock valued at $360.00, real estate holdings totaling $6950.00, a poll tax of $400.00,
and a total assessed value of $7710.00 (NCTA 1854). The 1868 St. Georges Hundred tax
assessment for Diehl totals $9333.00, placing him in the top decile of wealth for the
St. Georges Hundred vicinity (NCTA 1868; Herman, et al 1989). The property remained in
the Smith family until one year after the death of Adam Diehl, Jr. in 1869. At the time
of his death a probate inventory and appraisement was prepared for his estate. Although
Diehl's inventory was not as detailed as the probate of his father-in-law, George Smith,

the appraisement does indicate that Deihl was, like his father-in-law, a successful
farmer with considerable assets.

In February 1870 Diehl's widow Elizabeth sold the Fairview house and property,
comprising approximately one hundred acres, to Mrs. Rachel Mifflin for $17,025 (NCRD,
Book C, Volume 9, Page 78, 1870). Rachel Mifflin owned a two hundred acre tract of land
adjacent to the south side of Fairview. The Mifflin farm was referred to in deeds and
atlases as "Buttonwood" (Hopkins 1881). The proceeds of the sale were divided amongst
Diehl's widow and their eleven children (NCRD, Book C, Volume 9, Page 78, 1870).

“Fairview" is being listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing
resource in the thematic National Register nomination Dwellings of the Rural Elite in
Central Delaware 1770-1830+/- based on its meeting the Associative and Architectural
criteria set forth in the Statement of Historic Context (Herman, et al 1989).

Associative requirements met by Fairview are as follows:

George Smith ranked in the top 20 percent of the total local taxable population, and
Fairview was his primary residence. In Smith's 1825 Probate inventory, he was listed
with 441 acres of land in St. Georges Hundred, 250 acres in Duck Creek Hundred, and two
acres in Appoquinimink Hundred. The inventory also lists seventeen head of cattle,
twenty milk cows, and three horses in addition to several other types of farm animals
previously listed in this Determination of Eligibility, but not required for inclusion
in the thematic nomination. Smith's inventory also recorded an eight day clock, two
lots of books, a riding chair, and outstanding contractual obligations and debts. Farm
machinery owned by Smith include a wheat fan, a wagon, two harrows, and several hand
implements. Crops listed in the ground are wheat, in addition to 87 bushels of corn.
The inventory also noted an extensive number of livestock. Smith's architectural
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holdings recorded in the 1816 tax assessment include a barn and stable. Therefore, the
property meets all of the Associative requirements, with the exception of "a controlling

interest in a rural enterprise (i.e. grist or flour mill, or tannery), and owning
surveying, medical or scientific equipment."”

Architectural Requirements met by "Fairview" are as follows: The resource clearly
illustrates the period 1770-1830 +/-. The plan of the dwelling is a large,
two-and-one-half-story, brick building with a central stair passage, common to dwellings
owned by the rural elite. The form is rectangular with a symmetrical five bay
fenestration. The roof is covered with modern asphalt shingles, but retains its original
side gabled form. The interior of the house retains a majority of its original features,
which convey the importance of each room through a heirarchy of finishes. The most
elaborate mantelpieces are found in the two principle first floor rooms, and the
distinction in detail of window and door surrounds are present in public rooms (parlor,
dining room, hall), private rooms (chambers), and service areas (kitchen). The siting of
the dwelling is oriented to public view, a trait common to dwellings of the rural elite.
The setting of Fairview remains mostly agricultural, however all of the historic
outbuildings associated with the dwelling have been demolished. Therefore, the property
meets all of the Architectural requirements outlined in the historic context.

Fairview also exhibits all seven aspects of integrity outlined in National Register
Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. The criteria
met by Fairview includes: location - the dwelling remains on its original site; design -
the plan, form and construction exhibit the vernacular Federal style; setting - the
property retains its original immediate surroundings and relationship to the road;
materials - the dwelling retains its original brick construction and the majority of its
interior finishes; workmanship - is evidenced by the Federal style exterior and interior
architectural features and details; feeling and association - the integrity of the

previously stated aspects conveys the feeling and association of the property's historic
character.

"Fairview" New Castle, Delaware
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Co ehe

Zone II: Upper Peninsula Geographic Zone

Chronological Periods:

1770-1830+/- Early Industrialization

1830-1880+/- Industrialization and Early Urbanization
1880-1940+/~ Urbanization and Early Suburbanization

Themes:
Architecture, Engineering, and Decorative Arts;
Major Families, Individuals, Events
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Boundary Description

The proposed National Register boundary for "Fairview" encompasses the legal parcel
13-008.00-21, as per deed 1369 page 195: Being known as Lot 5 of all those four (4)
certain parcel or tracts of land situate in St. Georges hundred, New Castle County, State
of Delaware, on the Southerly side of Hyetts Corner Road (County Route 413) and
referenced on Plat entitled "Record Minor Subdivision Plan for Van Wingerden Assoc.”
prepared by American Engineering and Surveying, Inc., dated January 24, 1992, as said
Plat is of record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for New Castle County

and State of Delaware, in Microfilm No. 11282 and being more particularly bounded and
described as follows:

Parcel No. 5: BEGINNING for the same at a point in the Southerly right-of-way line of
Hyetts Corner Road (County Route 413), (at 60.00 feet wide) and the northwest corner of
tax parcel 13-008.00-21,...at a point marked P.0.B. (point of beginning) on the
accompanying map, the boundary extends along the said right-of-way line of said road,
South 58 degrees 15 minutes 39 seconds East, 400.00 feet...; thence, the following three
(3) courses and distances: (1) South 31 degrees 44 minutes 21 seconds West, 435.00 feet
to a point; (2) North 58 degrees 15 minutes 39 seconds West, 400.00 feet to a point; and
(3) ...North 31 degrees 44 minutes 21 seconds East, 435.00 feet to the place of

BEGINNING. Containing within said described metes and bounds, 3.9945 acres of land more
or less.

Boundary Justification

The proposed National Register boundary for "Fairview" encompasses the dwelling house,
the lawn and landscape features, and the storage building within the current tax parcel
13-008.00-21. The surrounding lands have not been included in the proposed boundary due
to the demolition of all historic, agriculturally related outbuildings, and the subdivi-
sion of that land for both residential development and commercial nursery operations.

The non-historic, non-contributing storage building has been included because it lies,
for the most part, within the current tax parcel.

"Fairview"

New Castle, Delaware
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An inventory and appraisment of all and Singular the Goods and
Chattels belonging to the estate of George Smith deceased late of
St. Georges Hundred Appraised this 7 day of February 1825 by the

Subscribers (Note: [?] indicates illegible)

All the wearing apparel of the deceased 15.00
4 Feather Beds Beding and Bedstands 67.00
6 Silver table spoons and Six Small Do-- 13.00

The contents of a permanent cupboard 6.00
1 Eight day Clock $30 - one old walnut desk 38.00
1 Carpet @ $2.50 & 6 Rush Bottom chairs 3.30
1 old table & stand 0.75

And lrons and tongs 1.50

Contents of cupboard @ $2 - lot old Books 5.00
1 Mahogony table @ $6 - one pair Do-- 18.00
1 pair walnut tables 5.00
7 windsor chairs @ $3.50 one umbrella 5.50

And lron Shovel and tongs 3.00
1 New carpet @ $8 - one lot of candels 9.00

Contents in Cupboard -~ 0.50
1 lot of old Books @ $2 - lot black bottles 2.60
2 looking Glasses @$2 - one old case & bottles 2.75
1 pair candle Sticks @ $1 - one Do--Do-- 1.50
1 lot old chairs @ $2 - one bureau & desk stand 5.00

202.40

10 yards linen @ $4 - one lot Bed Clothes . 8.00
1 Lot table Cloths pilow cases, Napkins 3.50
6 1/2 yards Brown cloth @ $13 Do--Gray 19.00
3 Coverlids @ $7.50 - Nine sheets & one table cloth 17.50
2 Bed quilts @ $2 - 15 yards carpet 7.00
3 Beds, one old Bedstead @ $15 - lot of [?] & table 17.00
2 pots lard @4.5% one churn @ 1$ & one lot of flax 9.05
1 lot of lard supposed Sixty weight 5.40
1 hogshead & half cider Do-- Do--Vinegar 15.00
2 1/2 Barrels Do--Do @ 2.50$ - one lot empty Barrels 3.75
1 lot wooden ware & earthen ware @ 1.50 $ iron pots ©2.50
2 old Chests & lot of tallow 4.50
1 Keg Spanish Brown paint 2.00
1 watering pot @ 25 cents, kitchen furniture and stove 20.25
1 lot of pork supposed to be 12 hundred weight casks 84.00
1 lot of Beef & cask 3.00
1 horse and Riding chair '+ 35.00
1 Grind Stone @ 1.50 cents, and one lot old iron 2.50
1 lot harrow tith, chain, and iron wedges 3.00
2 saws, 2 Augurs, and drawing knife 4.00
3 Cuting axes @ 3.50 cents, and three [?] and [?] 7.50

1000 Shingles, wood saw @ 14 $ - and twenty nine Bags 25.50



1 Boring Mishun Auger & ... @3.50 $ one Cider Mill & works

1 lot...@ $4.50 one lot casks & bucket
a quantity of potatoes - 17 Bushels at 20 Cts
4 Beehives @ 6% one lot of ploughs
patent harrows @ 4$ one fallow harrow
patent hay Rake
waggon @ 35 $ one old Do--Do-- -
Cart @ 9% one Do... @ 5% three old Do...wheels
Caskes lime @ 9$ - 180 oak Shingles, wheel-barrow
Ball horse @ 40%$ - 2 twoyear old hickory colts
threeyears old Colts
Breeding Mare @ 50$ - one Black horse
Grey Mare @ 50$ - one Bay Do-Do--
Brown horse @ 60$ - and one lot of hay @ 20%
A quantity of oats in stacks 337 - 272 Bushel 17 Cts
3 Stacks of clover for seed Not Got Out 65 Bush 15 Cts
S Stacks Clover hay @ 45$ one lot ot flax in barn...in field
3 Stacks of clover for seed on those Stalks Standing
41 head of Sheep @ $61.50 one pidy Bull @ 20$ one Do--
20 head Milch Cows @ 200 $ two Steeds & one Bull
7 head of cattle twoyears old @ 49$ & ten head one year-old
1 Wheat fan @5$ one cuting box & two half Bushels
1 hogshead with Nine and half Bushels wheat
1 Barn shovel two Seives & Seven Bushels Bung

B 7 B N 7 I i Y ey 1

lot of....Chains & ...

Coloured man (Robert) to serve ... December
Do... Boy Henry to Serve twenty two years
lot of hay @7$ one lot of ... 7]

Crop of corn on hand ... 87 bush at 34 cents
Crop of wheat in the ground

1 Lot of boards supposed to be 17 hundred feet

d b wh oh

Wm. J. Hurlock (signature)

Total amt. Dollars
Milcah Smith - amdx. signature

Thomas W. Smith - adm. signature

9.50
308.45

6.00
3.40
18.00
6.50
5.00
51.00
20.00
10.75
120.00
120.00
85.00
75.00
80.00
55.99
15.00
46.00
12.00
89.50
230.00
99.00
7.00
10.00
5.00

1170.14

6.00
40.00
120.00
14.00
461.12
247.00

20.40

908.52
1170.14
308.45
202.40

—_2589.51
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* Book 1369/Page 195; July 14, 1992 .
Van Wingerden Associates, a North Carolina limited partnership, to
Floral Plant Growers, Inc., of Rising Sun, MD

$1,417,501.18, property is divided into four parcels, with the subject lot known as Parcel
No. 5, containing 3.9945 acres

« Book I121/Page 10; February 25,1983 ‘
Frederick W. Haas & Son, Inc., a Delaware Corp; Frederick W. Haas and
Mary Louise Haas, his wife, of New Castle County, DE to

Van Wingerden Associates, a North Carolina limited partnership
$10.00, 278.3636 acres

* Book 49/Page 114; May 3, 1949
Harry G. and Julia S. Deputy, of St. Georges Hundred, DE, to

Frederick W. and Mary Louise Haas, formerly of Kent County, DE
$24,000, three tracts of land totalling 137 acres

* Book X44/Page 261; February 21, 1945

Sadie E. Sartin, widow of St. Georges Hundred, DE, to
Harry G. and Julia S. Deputy, of St. Georges Hundred, DE
$24,00, three tracts of land totalling 137 acres

* Book S44/Page 123; September 9, 1944

Paul F. Sartin, single, Francis F. Jordan and Bayard Jordan, Jr., h/w, Earl
K. Sartin and Virginia Sartin, h/w, Clara J. Sartin, single, Mary A. Butler
and Samuel V. Butler, h/w, and Ellis P. Sartin, single, all of St. Georges
Hundred, DE, to

Sadie E. Sartin, widow, of St. Georges Hundred, DE s

s%o.gzo, transaction includes three tracts of land totalling 137 acres, and Black Thorn Farm
of 182 acres

* William T. Sartin died February 28, 1926, intestate, leaving widow Sadie and seven
children.

* Book K31/Page 517; November 29, 1922

David Stuart Craven and Annette S. Craven, of Salem County, NJ, to
William T. Sartin, Jr., of Pencader Hundred, DE

$10,000, three tracts of land totalling 137 acres

* Book K31/Page 366; September 27, 1922 ' :
David Stewart Craven, John Dale Dilworth, and John P. Nields, Executors of

LWT of Thomas J. Craven, deceased, late of Salem County, NJ and Isabel Craven,
widow of Thomas Craven, to

- David Stewart Craven, of Salem County, NJ
$10,000

* Book L14/Page 195; December 1, 1888

Rachel Mifflin, widow, of St. Georges Hundred, to
Thomas J. Craven, of Salem County, NJ
$7,164.55, 95 acres and 84.37 rods



CHAIN OF TITLE "Fairview", Cont. (Page 2)

* Book C9/Page 78; February 16, 1870

Elizabeth S. Diehl, et al, widow, of St. Georges Hundred, to

Rachel Mifflin, of St. Georges Hundred

$17,025; 100 acres more or less ' )

* Elizabeth S. Diehl, et al, became seized of the property as the widow and heirs at law of
Adam Diehl, Jr., deceased (c. 1869)

* Book M4/Page 339; July 24, 1828

Marcus E. Capelle, Esquire, Sheriff of New Castle County, DE, to

Adam Diehl, Jr., of St. Georges Hundred

$1585; 74 acres

* Thomas W. Smith died c. J uly 1828; with a debt of $1,404. After his death, the
property was sold at public auction to Adam Diehl, Jr.

* Return of Division and Valuation of the Real Estate of George Smith,
deceased, document dated July 5, 1828. George Smith died January 1825, intestate,
leaving widow, Milcah, and son, Thomas W. Smith as administrators. The Orphans Court
for the County of New Castle surveyed the property of George Smith with a total of 441
acres, 73 square perches in St. Georges Hundred, excepting the Methodist E. Church,
containing one acre; A Lot of two acres, 150 square perches, in St. Georges Hundred; A
tract of 250 acres, in Duck Creek Hundred, Kent County, DE; And Also a Lot of 2 acres,
19 square perches with a dwelling house in Fieldsboro, Appoquinimink Hundred, DE.

The Property was divided amongst the widow of George Smith and his heirs (two
daughters and one son): '
- Assigned to Milcah Smith, widow of George Smith, her entitled Widow's Third; Lot
No. 1 on Map A, containing 130 acres and 98 square perches in St. Georges Hundred, DE;
Alot of land in Fieldsboro, Appoquinimink Hundred containing a dwelling house and 2
acres. (An equal 1/4 of the land containing 123 acres, known as Lot No. 6 on Map A was
assigned to George Smith.)
- Assigned to Adam Diehi, Jr. and Elizabeth, his wife, in right of his wife, the Lot No. 3
on Map A, containing a dwelling house and 23 acres (Fairview House). v
- Assigned to Albert G. Bryan and Martha, his wife, in right of his wife, the Lot No. 5 on
Map A, containing 95 acres and 135 square perches, and a lot of 200 acres in Kent County.
- Assigned to Thomas W. Smith Four Lots:

* In St. Georges Hundred, Lot No. 2 on Map A, containing 55 acres

* In St. Georges Hundred, Lot B containing 2 acres and 150 square perches

* In St. Georges Hundred, Lot No. 4 on Map A, containing 14 acres

* In Duck Creek Hundred, Kent County, Lot No. 1 on Map D, containing 50 acres

* Book M3/Page 536; April 26, 1813

John L. Cramer and Hannah, b/w, of Philadelphia, PA, to
George Smith, of St. Georges Hundred, DE

68 acres

* Book I2/Page 221; April 1, 1790

George Pierce, of New Castle Hundred, DE, to

Jacob Egbertson, of St. Georges Hundred, DE

110 pounds, 150 acres

* Jacob Edgerbertson died c. April 1813, intestate, leaving one son and four daughters,
one namely Hannah, as administrators. Hannah and her husband, John L. Cramer,
purchased the property from her siblings for $130.
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1. Name of Propenrty

historic name S.F. Shallcross Farm

other nameslsite number N-5248

2. Location

street & number 1049 Boyd's Corner Road

not for publication

city, town Middletown vicinity
state  Delaware code 10 county New Castle code 003

zip code 197049

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[x] private building(s)
[] public-tocal [ district
[ public-State [site

[ ] public-Federal [:] structure

] object

Name of related muttiple property listing:

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
6 1 buildings
sites
2 1 structures
. _ objects
8 2 Total

Number of coniributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

D nomination

In my opinion, the property Dmeets

As the designated authority under the National Hisgoﬂc_PreseNation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does not meet the National Register criteria.

See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property [_Imeets [ Tdoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

|
=

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby, certify that this property is:

Demered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.

[:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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An early-twentieth-century hay barrack is supported by pole construction and protected by a corrugated metal
roof. The complex also contains three small frame sheds, one of which is used for animals, a concrete silo, a

frame and wire dog kennel, and a modern frame machinery shed clad with corrugated plastic, the latter two
being non-contributing,
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
] nationally [ _]statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [¢]A [k B [x]Jc []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Ca (18 [Je o e [ e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Agriculture 1867-1938 1867
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Shallcross, Sereck F. unknown

Shallcross, James T.
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The S.F. Shallcross Farm was a landholding of the locally prominent Shallcross family, members of which
were at the forefront of agricultural practices in the late nineteenth century. In the late 1860s, Sereck F.
Shallcross assembled this farm on Boyd's Corner Road, erecting a vernacular Victorian farmhouse and several
outbuildings, some of which remain today in the original courtyard plan. Because of the property's association

with the Shallcross family and their agricultural endeavors and its survival as a Victorian farmstead, it appears
eligible for the National Register under Criteria A, B, and C.

This Shallcross Farm on Boyd's Corner Road was one of several properties that comprised the large
nineteenth-century landholdings of the Shallcross family near Mount Pleasant and McDonough. Sereck F.
Shallcross had settled in the vicinity as early as 1853 when he built his Italianate brick house on Shallcross
Lake Road. Shallcross purchased the 171-acre tract on Boyd's Corner Road in 1867, then erected a frame
dwelling which his son, James, was living in as of 1872. James purchased the property from his father in
1877, then sold it back to him in 1881. According to deed records, the farm was sold to June S.G. Janvier in
1888, although Sereck Shallcross appeared on the property on the 1893 atlas.

Both Sereck and James T. Shallcross were prominent local farmers and public figures. The father raised cattle,
cereal crops, and fruits, including extensive peach orchards. In addition to his agricultural endeavors, he was
an elected member of the Levy Court of New Castle County. James T., his son, was to become one of the
largest landowners in the county, having 1,100 acres under cultivation in St. Georges Hundred and a farm of
250 acres in Caroline County, Maryland. James T. Shallcross ran a general farming operation, but also raised

livestock, credited to be the only man in the hundred to raise "hot house lamb."! His orchards, too, were

unique, being the only ones in the hundred to produce pears.2 James T. Shallcross' enterprises also included a
grist and flour mill, allowing him to process grains cultivated on his farm. Despite these extensive agricultural
pursuits, James T. Shallcross remained an active public figure. Throughout the years he held positions as

Recorder of Deeds, member of the Board of School Commissioners, and member of the Delaware State
Legislature.

Architecturally, the buildings, particularly the farmhouse, are not significant individually. However, as an
ensemble of late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-century structures they form an important complex. The circa
1870 farmhouse is a 2-story, 3-bay vernacular house which has suffered a severe loss of integrity in both the
exterior and interior, yet the massing, the porch, which is embellished with scroll brackets, and side and rear
windows with 2/2 double hung sash recall the Victorian era. The house is sited along the farm lane,

K ]See continuation sheet
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immediately beyond which are the outbuildings organized in the courtyard plan. The outbuildings also
document the circa 1870 origins of the farm and depict its ongoing development. The two earliest buildings,
contemporary with the house, appear to be the 2-story barn, expanded and altered in the twentieth century for
modern dairying, and the granary which exhibits the central passage and side storage areas, a form common
throughout central Delaware. Also of note is the early-twentieth-century barrack which is of pole construction.
These outbuildings and the smaller sheds, as seen in their relationship to the house and surrounding landscape,

continue to convey the associations and character of a farm whose origins date back to the endeavors of the
Shallcross family.

In summary, the Shallcross Farm represents the legacy of a family responsible for innovations in late-
nineteenth-century agricultural practices in St. Georges Hundred. The Shallcrosses were also responsible for
erecting the collection of buildings, which although altered, expanded, and supplemented with new buildings
over the years, portrays a relatively intact vernacular Victorian farmstead. The Shallcross Farm therefore

appears to be eligible for the National Register.
FOOTNOTES

1. Biographical and Genealogical History of the State of Delaware (Chambersburg, PA: J.M. Runk &
Co., 1899), Vol. L, p. 599. ]

2. 1bid, p. 599.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point A located 400 feet east of the center line of the farm lane and 1,875 feet
of-way of Boyd'
400 feet to a poi

north of the right-
s Corner Road; thence extending south 1,050 feet to a point B; thence, extending 900 west
nt Clocated on the easterly side of said farm lane; thence extending southerly 750 feet along
the farm lane to a point D along the right-of-way of Boyd's Corner Road; thence extending 78° west a distance
of 775 feet along said right-of-way to a point E; thence extending 100° north 1,675 feet to a point F; thence,
extending 90° east 1,100 feet to point A, being the point of beginning,
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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION A. G. LICHTENSTEIN AND
ASSOCIATES, INC.

DELAWARE HISTORIC BRIDGES SURVEY

BRIDGE NUMBER: 383 OWNER: STATE CRS #: N-12636
COUNTY: NEW CASTLE HUNDRED: ST. GEORGES ZONE: UPPER PENINSULA
LOCATION: NORTHWEST OF BOYDS CORNER SPO MAP: 06-07-30

ROAD NUMBER: 413 MILEPOST: 2.71 USGS QUAD: SAINT GEORGES

FACILITY CARRIED: ROAD 413 (JAMISON CORNER ROAD)
NAME/FEATURE INTERSECTED: SCOTT RUN

TYPE: DECK ARCH DESIGN: CLOSED SPANDREL

MATERIAL: REINFORCED CONCRETE

# SPANS: 1 LENGTH: 14 (4.3 m) WIDTH: 18 {5.5 m)

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:1910 ALTERATION: SOURCE: PLAQUE
DESIGNER/BUILDER: LUTEN BRIDGE COMPANY OF YORK, PA DOT DIST: 2

Setting: The bridge carries a single lane of traffic over a stream in a rural setting of active farms

and scattered 19th- and 20th-century residences.

Current NR Status: Eligible

NR Recommendation:  Eligible

Update Summary:  There has been no change in the bridge's status since the previous survey. The
one-span, 14'-long, reinforced concrete arch bridge was built in 1910 by the Luten
Bridge Company of York, PA. It is supported on concrete abutments with
wingwalls. The bridge is finished with incised paneled parapets. The bridge is a
historically and technologically significant arch bridge built by a leading early 20th
century builder of reinforced concrete bridges. It is the oldest of four identified
Luten arch bridges in Delaware.

PHOTO: 13:5-9 REVIEWED BY: JPH DATE: 10/96



Delaware Historic Bridge Survey
Inspection Narrative

ROAD 413 OVER SCOTTS RUN
STATE BRIDGE NC-383

NORTH OF JAMISONS CORNER , NEW CASTLE COUNTY
1910

Inspection Narrative: There has been no change in the bridge’s status since the
previous survey. The one-span, 14'-long, reinforced concrete arch bridge was built
in 1910 by the Luten Bridge Company of York, PA. It is supported on concrete
abutments with wingwalls. The bridge is finished with incised paneled parapets. The
bridge is a historically and technologically significant arch bridge built by a leading
early 20th century builder of reinforced concrete bridges. It is the oldest of four
identified Luten arch bridges in Delaware.

The bridge has no history of significant alterations. Since the previous survey, the
parapets have sustained impact damage. The top section of the parapet at the
bridge’s southeast corner has been lost and replaced by a concrete patch. Riprap has
been placed at each of the bridge’s wingwalls due to loss of the back fill.

Boundary Description and Justification: The Road 413 bridge is evaluated individually

significant. The boundary of the individual resource is defined as the superstructure
and substructure of the bridge.



State Bridge NC-383

1. East elevation

2. Through view looking north




State Bridge NC-383

3. Through view looking south

4, Repaired parapet



State Bridge NC-383
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