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HYavimiay OF SIGMFICANCE

In 1701, the Pennsylvania proprictary grantéd 30,000 acres in westemn
New Castle Comnty to a group of Welsh settlers. This gmnt, roughly the
territory now included in Pencader Hindred, was subdivided into large
rectangular Iots, vanging in size from 100 to 500 acres. Near the
rorthern edge of 1:he fréact, at Irvon Hill, the Welsh settlers established
m‘illsmdmmthmafmmaftevmem arrival.

To this land near Iron Hill, a group of sixteen Baptists travelled

in 1703 from the counties of Pembroke and Caermarthen in Wales. After a
short stay in Philadelphia, thev took up lard in ¥ew Castle County. The
group had already been constituted a church in Wales, and when they
| settled on the Welsh Tract, they proceeded to build the third Baptist

Pbetmgﬂousemhnemca. Pmnthlsmeetmg, groups went as far as the
Peadée River in South Carclina te férm daughter churches, In Delaware, the
Duck freek, Wilmington, and Mispillion churches locked to the Welsh Tract
as thelr parent chureh,

church vecords, timbers from the original building. A badly mended

The Welsh Trect Church introduced lmmgmal and doctrinal variationg
to the churghies of the Middle Statw, including singing, the practive of
ruling elders, and the :mosinm of hards, These apticles were sipted
by the Welsh Tract enber in 1716, and were tha source of controversy
between the Delawire chirch and the PhiXadelpliia churches.

Morgan Edwards, Welsh Trsct's minister and historian, rentions the

raement betieen the teo grouws, In addrnon 1o efforts to fmﬁ &

=t Collepe in Providence, }.ater lhuversiiv, Eards wished o
S € Artd merica. He died in 1795

Felxuare Baonstsuexétobe is Yhivd, in which the Welsh Tract Church

In 1746 the present meetmg house was built, sontaining, according to

port:.onofonewallls saxdtobeﬁxemultofaeammbanshotwhenﬂxei
British éncountered Amepican militia at Cooch's Brddge in September of 1777

volm‘in the serfes. His rotes onf

(>
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Nations ):Regiater.
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... Walsh Tract Road
CITY OR TOWH)
Newark

INSTRUCTIONS

COUN TV,

. Delaware _ o 10 New Castle
'HOTO REFERENCE ' =
FHATO CREDI TS R
DATE OF $HOTO! Tty 1972,
NEGATIVE MILED AY:
| Historfc Reqistrat's Office, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware

STATR:

[y

EE

{FICATION . )
DEMCRIBE ViKW, DIRECTION, ETC,

Stone caretaker's cottage north of Welsh Traet Road, from south.
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s-‘rh:.:"l.' AND Nilh;iiltli' )
Welsh Tract Road
E1TY OR TowNT
Newark .
ST AT DE JCOUNTY:
. Delaware , ) - 10 _New .Castle
HOTO REFERENCE. _ i T . '
Graydon Wbod
_July 1972
ntﬂ.nﬂvc FILED AY:
Historic Registrar's Office _H:
DENi\ ICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DORECTION. ETe.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Three-quarter front view from northwest
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March 19, 1973

Mrs, Gertrude H, Johnson
Truatee

0l1d Baltimors Pike
Newark, Delawarse 19711

Dear Mrs. Johnson:

It 1s my sincere pleasure to inform you that
Woelsh Trac tist Church has besn placed on the Natiomil
eglster of Histoy ces, effettive Maroch 1, 1973. B

virtue of 1its placement on the Kationel Register, Weleh
Tract Baptist Church novw enjoys a certain messure of
protection under the National Historioc Pressrvation Act
of 19663 the enclosed literature should explein the pro-
visions of this law, dbut plemse do not hesitate to call
on us 1f you have any questions,

A certificate, certifying the award of this
honor, will be mailed within a few wewks.

Sincerely,

E. Berkeley Tompkins, Directo:

Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs

State Lisison Offioer for the
National Register

EBT:efhspfl

Enclosures
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PROJECT DISPOSITION CARD REMARKS:
COMMON NAME __Welsh Tract, aptist Church .
{ _
HISTORIC NAME i i
LOCATION Welsh Tract Road, Mewark, Delaware
OwWNeR __Welsh Tract Baptist Church
ADDRESS Welsh Tract Road, Ne‘qarkLmlmam
SPONSOR
conTact Mo, Fdward F. Heite, Historic Registrar _
ADDREss _Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware COMPLETED
RESEARCHER _Edward F. Heite £ Rosemary Trov =
TRANSACTION | DAIE TRANSACTION ] DpAIE
YES | NO _JOTHE
FORMS RECEIVED BOARD RESPONSE l___P.___.}QA :
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUESTED SUBMISSION TO NPS
Y NO | OTHER
INFORMATION RECEIVED NPS RESPONSE ]L ;ES { }o = '1/73
FORMS COMPLETED 7718775 | OWNERS NOTIFICATION
PHOTO FORMS COMPLETED 8 /23/72 | NEWS RELEASE
PAAPPING FORMS COMPLETED 7/18/72

STATE REVIEW BOARD
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Impromptu Web Query Page 1 of 1

1. Historic American Buildings Survey W. S. Stewart, Photographer Sept. 14,
1936 WEST ELEVATION
HABS, DEL,2-COOBR.V,1-1

Larger reference image (JPEG - 153K bytes)
Highest resolution image (TIFF - 17614K bytes)

http://www.nr.nps.gov/iwisapi/explorer.dli?ZIWS SCHEMA=NRIS1&IWS LOGIN=1&I...
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. NPS Form 10-900 . OMB No. 10024-0018
(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service : __ T
National Register of Historic Places ’-';_‘ RAF

Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in Hoyv to Completg the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete sach item by marking “x* in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A*® for “not appl.lcable.' For fuqqtlons.
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Piace additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, of computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name__Lewis Weldin Farmhouse (Maple Springs Farm)

other name/site number _Stafford Farm / N-6783

2. Location

street & number_857_Geoffrey Drive O not for publication
city or town _Newark : O vicinity
state.Relaware code RE____ county New Castle code 003  zip code 19713

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this (J nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
meets {_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[0 nationally ] statewide (] locally. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officlal/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (] meets {] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
(Jentered in the National Register. :
See continuation sheet.
(3 determined eligible for the
National Register o
: See continuation sheet.
(J determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National
Register

(] other, (explain?}me——




Lewis Weldin Farmhouse
Name ot Property

New Castle, Delaware
County and State

§. Classification

Ownershlp of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private & building(s)
O public-iocal ] district
O public-State [ site

J public-Federal O structure

7 object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" it property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Category of Property

Contributing Non;:ontributing
1 1 buildings
3 9 sites
0 9 structures
S 2 objects -
11 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

Aqriculture: animal facility

Agriculture: storage

Aqgriculture: agricultural outbuilding

Agriculture: aqricultural field

Landecapes garden

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Domestic: sjngle dwelling

Landscape: garden

Landscape: lawn

Jlandscape: orchard

Landscape: unoccupied land

7. Description

Architecturai Classification
{Enter categories from Instructions)

Other: vernacular Italianate

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Brick

walls _Brick

Asbestos shingles

roof _standing seam metal

other_Asphalt shingles

Asphalt paper

(Describe the historic and current condltion of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

The Lewis Weldin Farmhouse (Maple Springs Farm) is located in.White Clay Creek Hundred,
New Castle County, between the towns of Christiana and Stanton. The 7.40-acre property
contains a farmhouse, garage, chicken coop, and three pole barns. A granary shed, machine
shed and silo are contained in the Delaware Turnpike (I-95) right-of-way, owned by the
state of Delaware, located immediately south of the property. The farmhouse and
outbuildings are arranged in a linear plan with the house and garage located to the north

and the outbuildings to the south and east.

The property is approached by a paved drive

from Geoffrey Drive, running perpendicular to Delaware State Route 58 (Churchmans Road).
The complex is bounded by commercial development along Delaware State Route 7 (Stanton -
Christiana Road) on the west, by Delaware State Route 58 (Churchmans Road) on the -
nNortheast, and by the Delaware Turnpike (I-95) on the south. (See accompanying site

plans). :



Lewjs Weldin Farmhouse

Name of Property

New Castle, Delaware

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark “x* In one of more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing.)

J A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

O B Prooerty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

& C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x® in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

O A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

O B removed from its original location.

O € abirthplace or grave.

(O D acemetery.

é reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

0O 0O 0O
H M m

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Signlficance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

1 SgnTfiedncest 2 '
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Architecture

Period of Significance
C. 1868-1942

Significant Dates
C. 1868; c. 1910

Slignificant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cuitural Affiilation

Architect/Bullder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on ‘one or more continuation shéets‘.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register

O previously determined eligible by the National
Register

0O designated a National Historic Landmark

0 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[3J recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

fx] State Historic Preservation Office,
3 Other State agency
(O Federal agency
(30 Local government
O University
(O Other
Name of repositary.




Lewis W i armhouse New Castle, Delaware
Name of Property . : County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 7.40

FT

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

IR TN O A U AU B A O - S I U T N MR DA A S B MO R N
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
N I I B I A A B S B B A | P BRI I O R TR B T S

0 see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Mark A. Bower, Associate Principal; M. Todd Cleveland, Historic
nameftitle Exreservation Specialist; Jill Cremer, Historic Preservation Specialist

organization Kise Franks & Straw date _December 1992 .
street & number 219 N. Broad Street telephone_(215) 561-1050
city or town _Bhiladelphia state _PA Zip code_19107

Additional _Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

 Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Addltional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) )

Property Owner ‘
(Complete this item at the request of SHPQ or FPQ.)

name _Carl ¢C. stafford

street & number 857 Geoffrey Drive telephone N/A

city or town _Newark state DE zip code 19713

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the national Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit lq accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public réporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The following description of the Lewis Weldin Farmhouse (Maple Springs Farm) is separated
into individual descriptions for each resource. The resources are listed by their
historic use, followed by the current use. A number has been assigned to each resource,
which is indicated on the enclosed site map.

(1) Farmhouse -- This building has historically served, and continues to serve, as the
primary residence for the property. The dwelling is located at the top of the driveway
leading from Geoffrey Drive, with the principal facade facing north toward Churchmans
Road. The building is constructed in two distinct sections running east to west.

The west section of the farmhouse‘dates from c. 1868 and is a two-and-one-half story,
three bay dwelling. The L-shaped section is laid in common bond brick, repointed circa
1950, with a brick foundation. The intersecting gables of the section are covered with
a standing seam metal roof with an interesting flat rectangular area at the ridgeline at
the west facade. This flat roof area may have been designed to support a balustrade, a
belvidere, or cupola. This points up the most notable feature of the farmhouse: its
incomplete state. For unknown reasons, the original builder of the farmhouse, Lewis
Weldin, was never able to complete the building. Subsequent owners constructed their own
additions to the farmhouse but never completed the brick portion off of the west facade.
The original intent may have been to congtruct a five- or aix-bay'T—shaped building with
a central roof feature as noted above. Elements of the existing building which
illustrate its incomplete state include the lack of a roof overhang, eaves, a cornice,
and brackets at the west facade; the use of inferior brick which has spalled over time
and which was most likely never meant to serve as exterior face brick for an extended
period; the presence of only one window opening at the second story of the west facade as
well as a simple single-leaf door and one window opening at the first level; and the lack
of a prominent entrance door on the north or west facade.

The flared roof ends of the west section reveal a molded cornice and large scrolled
brackets in the eaves. The north facade contains three bays, with the center bay
positioned closer to the east bay. Three basement windows with simple stone lintels, are:
located below the first story windows. Pairs of scrolled brackets in the eaves are
positioned over each of the three windows on the second story. Two half<lunnette windows
£i11 the east facade gable. The west facade is noted by a full one-story screened porch,
with a central entrance door. The wood entrance door is paneled with one light in the
upper half. Within the porch area, the first story of the west facade is stuccoed. The
porch has a concrete foundation with a wood balustrade running along all three sides.

Six brick piers support doric columns, a beaded-board ceiling, and a standing seam metal
roof. Three canvas awnings extend from the screened porch to the west. (In the 1950s,
the porch was screened and the concrete floor was installed). The south facade of the
reaxr brick ell is one bay wide, with a small attic window in the gable. A bulkhead,
leading to the basement, is centrally located under the first-story window. The east
facade of the rear brick ell is two-and-one-half bays wide and contains the same details
as on the north facade. Window openings throughout the brick portion of the dwelling are
four-over-four, double hung, Italianate wood sash, with simple stone lintels and sills.
Windows are fitted with three panel wood shutters at the first-story, and wood louvers at
the second-story. A two-over-two, double hung, wood sash window is located in the south
bay of the west facade, first story, under the porch roof. A narrow rectangular

Lewic WalAddim aewebace~a : : ar. o~ - .
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two-over-two, double hung, wood sash window is located in the north bay of the east
facade at the second story. There are two interior brick chimneys with simple brick
caps. One of the chimneys is located at the east end of the north facade roof ridge,
and the other is located in the valley between the west and south gables.

-

X

The east portion of the farmhouse is in two distinct sections dating to circa 1910,
according to the sister of the current owner. The first section is a two-and-one-
half-story, two-bay building. The side-gabled roof is finished with asphalt shingles,
and has aluminum gutters. The building is attached to the'east gable end of the brick
section, off-center by approximately five feet and located just below the brackets and
attic windows of the brick gable. The second section is a one-story addition erected on
the north and east facades of the two-and-one-half-story building. The additiocn is
three bays by one bay on the north facade, and two bays by one bay on the east facade.
The building has a flat roof covered with asphalt paper. At the southeast corner entry,
the roof steps down slightly from the level of the rest of the building. The two
sections have a concrete foundation, and are clad with asbestos shingles. Windows
throughout are two-over-two double hung wood sash. The two-and-one-half-story section
contains simple wood frame windows, and the one-story section windows have molded
lintels and sills. A pair of canvas awnings are located at the first-story windows of
the south facade of the two-and-one-half-story section.

The main entrance to the farmhouse is located in the south facade of the brick east
gable wing, in a one-story extension of the two-and-one-half~-story asbestos shingle
building. The entrance door is a single-leaf, twelve-light wooden door with a simple
surround and a simple wooden screened door. To the west is a two-over-two double hung
wooden side light with a molded frame and a plain wooden s8ill. The entrance area is
covered by a shed ropf extension off of the brick section of the house. The roof is
covered with asphalt shingles and is supported by a single chamfered post. Other-
features include a beaded board porch ceiling, a concrete floor and steps, and iron
banisters at the porch and steps. The circa 1910 additions to the farmhouse contribute
to an understanding of the evolution of the house over its 124-year history.

The current owner of the property did not grant access to the interior of the farmhouse.
However, a verbal description of the house was provided via telephone by the sister of
the owner, Louise (Stafford) Dempsey.

The first floor in the brick section of the farmhouse contains a dining room and liwing
room. The dining room is located in the north half of the dwelling, and the living room
in the south wing. A staircase within a five-foot-by-six-foot hall is located in the
northwest corner of the building. A central hallway, running on an east-west axis,
separates the living and dining rooms. East of the central hall, the kitchen is
situated in the one-story frame addition, with an enclosed entry vestibule at-the
southeast corner of the house. A family room is located in the first floor of the
two-and-one-half-story addition. The second floor of the house contains bedrooms and a
bath. ’

Contributing
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(2) Garage'-— The two-car garage is located immediately east of the farmhouse. The
circa 1950 concrete block building stands one story, with a side-gabled roof. The roof
.is sheathed with asphalt shingles, and there is clapboard siding in the gable. Window

openings contain square, four-light metal sash, located on the east and west facades.
Two overhead garage doors and a single-leaf entrance door extend across the south
elevation.

an-Contributing

(3) uedgerow -- The hedgerow, pre-1942, encloses a small yard at the west porch and
surrounds the farmhouse on the north, west and south sides.

Contributing

(4) Lawn -~ The lawn, pre-1942, surrounds the farmhouse on the north, east and west
sides, and extends north up to Churchmans Road. The lawn is referred to as "the meadow"
by the stafford family.

Contributing

(5) Hedgerow -- The pre-1942 hedgerow runs east to west along Churchmans Road, within
the right-of-way, acting as a property boundary.

Contributing

(6) Peach orchard -- The orchard is located east of the farmhouse. The grove of trees
was planted by the Staffords prior to 1942 for the family's own use.

Contributing

(7) Bedgerow -- Theé pre-1942 hedgerow extends north to south between the garage and
chicken coop. The hedgerow acts as a barrier between the farmhouse and the lawn and
orchard to the east.

Contributing

(8) Drive -~ The pre-1942 paved drive, with its circular turn-about, extends from a
point just northwest of the circle, then around to the south (rear) side of the farmhouse
where it terminates at the garage. That portion of the drive from the circle to Geoffrey
Drive dates from the late 1980s and is therefore outside of the proposed Natienal
Register boundary. ’

Contributing

(9) Walkway -- The early-twentieth-century walkway provides access from the lawn on the
west side of the farmhouse to the west facade porch entrance.

Contributing

I@_J.__W S Weliil Yesidouse : ' New Castle, Delaware
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