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STATE POLICE 

ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATIONS 

1968 was the first year under the command of 
Colonel Charles G. Lamb and an entirely n'3W exe­
cutive staff. 

This year was marked by social unrest char­
acterized by violence and mass will fall disobedi­
ence to law. The State Police were called upon 
to maintain order in Legislative Hall and Delaware 
State College; to augment the forces of Dover and 
Newark and to assist in the restoration of order 
in Wilmington. 

Despite the increased demand for State Police 
services and the resultant dissemi.nation of the 
force, the volume of crimes reported to the State 
Police decreased 4% over 1967 while the national 
average increased 17%. Property lost due to fraud, 
embezzlement and theft was recovered at a rate 
of 62% while the national average was 51%. 

The effort wl1ich produced the above results 
is reflected by 51,771 hours of overtiffio3 worked 
by an average of 239 men in the force. 

Nineteen recruits were added to the force in 
1968 and seven were retired. 

In October of 1968 a new facility, Troop 8, 

was opened on the Delaware Turnpike with re­
sponsibility for p'ltrolling the Turnpike and 1-95. 
This facility, a 35' trailer, also housed the New 
Castle County Emergency Reporting Center. 

The creation of this Center, with the telephone 
number 738-3111, was to provide a single num­
ber to dial for any emergency for residents of 
New Castle County, transients and others not 
familiar with the mlutitude of police agencies in 
the County. The Center has direct wires to the 
Wilm,'ngton Medical Center, New Castle County 
Fire Board, Newark, County, and Wilmington Po­
lice, Maryland State Police at Northeast and all 
State Police troops in the County. Some local 
departments have availed themselves of this ser­
vice when their offiCeS are unmanned. A similar 
service is planned for Kent and Sussex Counties 
and it is hoped that it will evolve into a statewide 
reporting center with one number for the entire 
State. 

While the department continues to improve its 
capabilities and efficiency in law enforcement, 
this admi,nistration has established as a major 
objective to increase the awareness of its mem­

bers of the importance of 1 'human relations. 11 

While many organizations h'lve established special _ 
"community relations 11 units, it is the policy of 
The Delaware State Police that each officer must 
understand and be responsible for the positive­
good that can come from the right kind of inter­
relationship among people - the respect for hu­
man dignity. This department feels it is se1£­
defeating to remove or dilute this responsibility 
from the man who has initial eyeball-to-eyeball 
contact with the community by depositing it with 
a "special" unit. 

While it continues to strive to keep abreast of 
modern technology and scientific advances and to 
enhance its reputation, it is the philosophy of the 
department that no technology or science can sub­
stitute for considerate behavior, good manners 
and decency of relationship. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 

Crimes reported to the Delaware State Police 
in 1968 decreased 4% in volwne com::>ared to 1967. 
Crime nationally increased 17% in 1968 over 1967. 

The Delaware State Police investigated 19,523 

criminal complaints which resulted in the arrest 
of 5,932 persons. 

During 1968 a reported 752 Auto Theft cases 
were investigated as compared with 745 for 1967. 
The State Police recovered 656 of these stolen ­
vehicles. An additional 247 stolen vehicles were 
recovered by the State Police for other police 
jurisdictions. 

The total am'Junt of property reported lost due 
to theft, fraud and em'Jezzlement amounted to 
$1,854,673.00. Of this amount the State Police 
recovered $1,154,497.00, a 62% recovery rate com­
pared to a national average of 51% in 1967 ac­
cording to the Uniform Crime Report. 

The percentage of crimes reported to and 
investigated by the State Police that were clear- ­
ed was higher than the national clearance aver­
age for 1967 according to the Uniform Crime 

Report issued by the Federal Bureau of Investi- ­
gation. 

New Castle County, with approximately 70% of 
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the population, accounted for 74.4% of the total 
crimes investigated by State Police. It should 
be noted, however, that this figure does not in­

- clude Wilmington or Newark which have their 
own police departments. 

The Canine Corps teams were used extensively 
throughout the State during 1968. Forty-eight 
criminals were apprehended by the assigned Canine 
personnel and their German Shephard partners. 
Comprised in the total are twenty-one burglars 
who were surprised in the "act" and elected to 
surrender rather than test the ability of the canine. 
In addition, the Canine teams have been effective 
in tracking fugitives and are an asset in protect­
ing troopers alone on patrol at night. 

In August of 1968 Colonel Charles G. Lamb, 
Superintendent, organized and initiated the Major 
Crime Tactical Unit within the Crimi.nal Investi­
gation Division. The purpose of this Unit is to seek 

out those members of the criminal element who 
are often responsible for major crimes committed 
in this State. The recent survey and subsequent 
report of the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police published in June 1969 recommends 
a unit of this type to fight organized crime. The 
Delaware State Police initiated their unit prior 
to the IACP study. 

During 1968 the Polygrapp. Unit of the Criminal 
Investigation Division conducted 475 lie detector 
tests in connection with investigations. Fifty-nine 
polygraph exami.nations were C0nducted for other 
law enforcement agencies in the State. The poly­
graph continues to be a very im?ortant investiga­
tive aid in the solution of crimes. 

During 1968 forty-seven assaults were com-­
mUted against State TroJp~rs in the performance 
of their duties. Thirteen of these men suffered a 
physical injury which required ml~dical treatment. 

Crimes Clea red By Arrests 1968
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TRAFFIC 

Due to the increase in autoffi.')bile accidents, it this is also meant to include those who 
was determined that one of the greatest needs would promote or entice others to drag 
was a long range Police Information and Educa­ race. 
tion Program that would emphasize that the pri ­
mary purpose of traffic law enforcement is to Careless or inattentive driving is now un­
promote voluntary compliance with traffic laws. lawful. 

"Operation 1968" was initiated to combat the ris­
ing fatality rate and to stimiJ.late public interest Two of the most talked about laws that we can 

in traffic safety. This program incorporated two 
important fields of traffic safety -- Education and 

------.-r--~ 

Enforcement. The program was based on the pre­
mise that an increased knowledge of the purpose 
of various traffic regulations by motorists would 
result in improved driver behavior and ultimate­
ly a reduction in accidents. 
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~ A LL FATAL ACCID€nTSACCIDENTS 

IlO • FflTfll flee. inVOLVinG DRInKinG 12__0_--1 
~ 

DllIV€R OR DRinKinG P€D£STRIAn ~
 
During 1968, Delaware experienced 138 fatal 1/5 --l!==~~~~~~~~~~~ ~
 

112 ~
 
accidents resulting in 153 deaths. Alcohol involve- 110 1962- 1968 ~ ~
 
ment in these accidents continued to be significant 105 unuOlNe Wll .. '" ..." ~- .. ~ ~-----<~~ 

as there were 62 fatal accidents in which alcohol 100 99 ~ ~ ~ 
was a factor. The Federal Government, emphasiz- 95 __ _ ~ ~~ ~ 
ing the seriousness of this violation has strongly 90 _.'~. ~ 89 ~ ~~ 
recommended that laws be enacted to curb these :A~lf\ ~ ~~~ ~ 
irresponsible drivers and to remove them from 85 - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
our highways. 80 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The general Assembly, recognized the need to 75 73 ~ ~--~ ~ 
provide better tools for law enforcement and 70 - ~ ~ - ~ ~l--I 
enacted numerous laws aimed at improving driv- 65 ~65 ~ ~_ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
er behavior and making our highways safer for 60 I ~ ~ _~_ ~ ~ ~62 
Delawareans and visitors. A few of the more 55 J ~ J _~ _~ ~ 
significant new laws follow: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~51 

50~ ~ ~49 ~ ~ ~ 
~51__ ~ ~45 !1a46Special licenses are now required for 
~ !1aall motorcycle operators and every op­ 40~_~ 

erator and passenger must now wear a re­ 35 ~33 ~ 
flectorized safety helmet and eye protec­ ~ !1a 

30 ~2a-
tor. 

25 

20
Police officers have increased authority to 

15arrest at the scene of automobile accidents. 

Delaware's recently enacted drag racing 5
 

statute makes it unlawful for any person to o
 

engage in a motor vehicle race, speed ex­
 1962 1963 1964 /965 /966 1967 1968 
hibition or in any speed contest whatsoever, 
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expect to be forthcoming and would most assur­
edly deal strictly with the drinking driver are the 
laws establishing im::>lied consent and reducing-- the prim:l facia blood alcohol level from 0.15% to 

0.10%. 
With responsible Legislators becoming more 

deeply concerned with traffic. safety, it is antic­

cipated that Delaware Highways may begin to 

show a reduction in accidents. 
Of the 138 fatal accidents, 18 were investigated 

by the Wilmington Police Department, five by the 
Dover Police Department, and one by the Dela­
ware Memorial Bridge Police with 114 accidents ­

occurring in areas in which the Delaware State 
Police exercise jurisdiction. 

The fatal accident experience for 1968 shows an 
increase of 18 accidents and 17 deaths when com­
pared with 1967. Sussex County had an increase 
of six fatal accidents, Kent County decreased by 
seven and New Castle County. excluding Wilm­
ington, had an increase of nine. Wilmington ex­
perienced an increase of ten accidents. 

VIOLATIONS IN FATAL ACCIDENTS
 
( Excluding Wilmington)
 

OPERATORS: (180) 

Speed ...•...........•.....•..•.. 62
 
Drinking . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . • .. 59
 
Wrong side of road . . .............•.. 24
 
Apparently asleep . . . . . • ...•..•.•.... 6
 
Disregarded stop sign ....•....••.•••. 11
 
Failure to yield right of way .....•..•... 6
 
Disregarded red light . . • • . . ......•... 5
 
Inattention . . . . . . . • ............•.. 10
 
No valid license • • . • . • ...•.•...•..•. 7
 
Violation of restricted license 2
 
Defective brakes . . . . . . . 1
 
Defective tires . . . . . . . ...•...... 3
 
Improper turn . . . . . . . . . ...•...... 2
 
Im;>roper passing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
 
Operating in wrong direction. . . . . . • .. . .. 1
 
Defective front end ............•...... 2
 
Fail to exercise caution regarding ped•..•.•. 1
 

Other ............•.•..•.••....•.. 16
 
219
 

PEDESTRIANS: (18) 

Failure to yield right of way to veh..•..... 11
 
Walking on highway at night without light .•.• 10
 

Walking on highway while intoxicated. 

Crossing not at intersection . . . 
Lying in road . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 5 

. 3 

. 2 
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BICYCLISTS: (6) 

Riding at night without lights . . ..•.....•. 1
 
Riding intoxicated upon highway •.••. 1
 
Fail to maintain proper control. . . . . . . .. 1
 

Fail to yield right of way. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1
 
4
 

TOTAL VIOLATrONS . 254
 

ENFORCEMENT 

The prim:lry tool available to police in combat­
ing traffic accidents in strict. impartial enforce­
ment applied on a full time basis. 

The following is a breakdown of the 26541
 
traffic arrests made by the State Police during
 
1968:
 

DANGEROUS MOVING ARRESTS 

OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 703
 
FAILED TO STOP AT COMMAND
 

OF POLICE 62
 

SPEED 11742
 

RIGHT OF WAY 516
 
WRONG SIDE OF ROAD 217
 

FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY 256
 
RE CKLESS DRIVING 1090
 
IMPROPER PASSING 265
 

F AlLURE TO SIGNAL 11
 

DISREGARDED STOP SIGN
 

OR SIGNAL 2127
 

PASSED STOPPED SCHOOL
 

BUS 63
 

IMPROPER TURNING 672
 

DRIVING WITHOUT LIGHTS 69
 

F AILED TO DIM LIGHTS 18
 

MANSLAUGHTER BY MOTOR
 
VEHICLE 30
 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY BY
 
MJTOR VEHICLE 3
 

http:�.�..�.��....�
http:ped�..�.�
http:�.�...�..�
http:�....��.���
http:�...........�.....�..�
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OTHER DANGEROUS MOVING 
VIOLATIO~S 

EQUIPMENT ARRESTS 

BRAKES 
LIGHTS 
MUFFLERS 
OTHER EQUIPMENT 

VIOLATIONS 

LICENSE AND REGISTRATION ARRESTS 

DRIVER LICENSE VIOLATIONS 
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION 

OPERATING M.V. WITHOUT 
CONSENT 

TAMPERING WITH A MOTOR 
VEHICLE 

OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE 
VIOLATION 

REGISTRATION AND TITLE 
VIOL A.TIONS 

OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT 

VIOLATIONS 

PEDESTRIAN ARRESTS 

PEDESTRIAN UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE 

CROSSING NOT AT INTERSE CTION 
CROSSING AT INTERSECTION 

AGAINST SIGNAL 
WALKING IN ROADWAY AT NIGHT 

WITHOUT LIGHT 
F AlLURE TO GRANT RIGHT OF 

WAY TO VEHICLE 
HITCH-HIKING ON HIGHWAY 

WALKING NOT FACING TRAFFIC 
OTHER PEDESTRIAN VIOLATIONS 

OTHER ARRESTS 

LEAVING THE SCENE
 
FAILED TO REPORT ACCIDENT
 
PARKING VIOLATrONS
 
KEYS IN CAR
 

LITTERING THE HIGHWAY 57 
1851 OTHER 157 

TOTAL 26541 

186 In addition to the 26541 arrests, the State Po­
2 lice issued 151,344 reprimands. 

471 

RADAR ARRESTS INFLUENCE ARRESTS 
193 

1967 1968 1967 1968 
4644 5657 *22 793 703 -11 

AIRCRAFT2016 
200 

The airplane was hangared at Rehoboth Airport 
1 and one-half miles west of Rehoboth. 

72 The 1960 Cessna 175 was replaced by a 1968 
Cessna 182 in July 1968. An official log book is 

42 maintained with the time between recorded from 
the tachometer. Traffic Patrol: 

18 The airplane was used for traffic law enforce­
ment in all Troops south of Wilmington. Arrest 

1454 totaling 932 were made for speeding, and num­
erous other violations ranging from driving tmder 

36	 the influence and failing to stop at stop Signs. In 
addi tion the plane has been utilized for observa­
tion of high density traffic areas and aided in 
planning procedures to ease highway conges­
tion. 

452 STATE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 
5 

1 The State Bureau of Identification experienced 
increases in all major categories. The categories 

119 showing a decrease were wanted notices and palm 
prints. The 10% increase in fingerprints is at ­

163 tributed to a concerted effort to have all agencies 
70 contribute fingerprints in compliance with the 

Criminal Code. 
70 The 10% increase in firearms registration is 

attributed to the news media publicizing consid­
eration of mandatory gun registration laws by 
congress. 

The	 increase in the various categories by the 
Bureau was absorbed with no difficulty and did 

298 not necessitate hiring additional personnel to 
393 process the additional reports. 
407 The State Bureau of Identification is planning to 

34	 organize a Uniform Crime Reporting Unit for all 



police agencies in the state. This unit will re­
ceive reports from all police agencies and com­
pile them into a Uniform Crime Reports for the 
State of Delaware, and disseminate these reports 
monthly and annually to those agencies in n~ed of 
this information. The Bureau will also forward 
these reports to the FBI Uniform Crime Report­
ing Section. To accomplish this, it will be neces­
sary to hire one clerk typist to process the re­
ports. The State Police Crim'nal Reports will also 
be processed by this section. In 1968 there was 
a decrease in criminal reports processed. Crim­
inal reports of investigation decreased by 11% 
and criminal arrests decreased by 4%. This de­
crease is attributed to a decrease of certain 
criminal activities. 

TRAINING 

During 1968, 105 applicants were tested result­
ing in a class of 19 State Police Recruits. These 
m~n were hired February 1, 1968, received their 
recruit training consisting of 553 hours of in­
s truction and are now assigned throughout the 
State. Four Delaware River and Bay Authority 
Police, three Dover City Police, and four New 
Castle County Police attended the same recruit 
school and successfully completed the program. 

Pending construction of the new academy, the 
1968 Recruit Training School was conducted in 
classroom space provided by the National Guard 
Armory in Dover. 

The Training Division m'1intains mt~dical files 
on all State P.)lice personnel. It is the division's 
responsibility to sch3dule all men in the depart­
m";nt for annual physical exam:nations, falling on 
the month of their date of birth. This examination 
is conducted by p3rsonnel associated with th3 
State Board of Health located in the three counties. 

One mem'Jer of the Training Division attend­
ed a twelve week course at Southern Police In­
stitute, University of Louisville, Kentucky in Po­
lice Science and Administration. 

Members of the Traininb Division also served 
on police advisory committees at Delaware Tech­
nical and Community College and the University 
of Maryland and assisted in establishing police 
related programs at both institutions. 

During the planning aYld development of train­
ing programs, including th3 use of firearms, 
personnel of the division and the dep:ntment as a 
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whole have been aware of the need for setting firm 
and practical statewide police standards. The need 
for staYldard qualifications and the highest possible 
degree of training throughout the State is becom­
ing ever more urgent as urbanization progresses 
with greater and greater rapidity and all police 
problems become problems of the State as a whole, 
not as a single communi ty. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

There were 631 public appearances by the six 
youth officers before Driver Education classes, 
other school classes, school assem]Jlies, church, 
and civic groups. 

The Youth Division had 4200 juveniles, who were 
not arrested (excluding traffic reprimands), brought 
to their attention. Of these 2397 required addition­
al investigation or other action by a youth officer. 
Of the above total, 305 had been drinking or 
were in the com?any of those drinking. 

Patrol of Delaware's ocean beaches was con­
ducted by Youth Division personnel during the 
summer weekends, with an expenditure of 631 

man hours. 
In the "Letter to the Parent" program, there 

were 1828 letters sent and 968 answers receiv­
ed. Those received contained many favorable 
comments on the program. These letters were 
sent as a result of unlawful operation of a motor 
vehicle, being a passenger in the same, pedes­
trian or bicycle violations, and in situations 
detrimental to the best interests of the child's 
welfare. 

1739 juveniles were arrested for criminal 
offenses and 2586 for traffic offenses during 
1968, a total of 4325 juveniles arrested. 

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 

Contemplating that the State of Delaware would 
follow the national trend in 1968, a Command Post 
was implemented at Troop 2 which gave the State 
Police the capability of directly commmicating 
with the City of Wilm'ngton, National Guard, and 
many other em3rgency services in New Castle 
County. 

This centralized communications center was 
barely c:::>mpleted when its existence was so well 



39 
justified in the Wilmington civil disorder in April 
1968. 

The plans for an emergency reporting center 
in New Castle County were formulated and sub­
sequently the Turnpike becamo3 the location of the 
New Castle COW1ty Emergency Reporting Center. 

The purpose of the center was to make emer­
gency type aid available to all residents of New 
Castle County by calling one central telephone 
number (Toll free - except Smyrna). 

Planning similar centers in the lower two coun­

ties, this state again took a giant step toward the 
national '911' emergency num~)er. 

Without mZljor complications, the Delaware State 
Police Communications Division, with the usual 
cooperation of the Diamond State Telephone Com­
pany, will be first in implementing this original 
service. 

Presently, approximately 95% of all police ac­
tivity, in the State of Delaware, is coordinated 
through the State PolicB Communications system 

Firstly, the Delaware State PJlice Teletype­
writer system was installed in the Communica­
tions Center at headquarters. This machine, an 
83B3 private line service, interconnects Model 

28ASR Teletypewriters by means of an automa­
tic station selector located at the headquarters 
center, the nl:lster ccmtrol station. This circuit is 
half duplex and operates at 75 words per minute. 

Secondly, the Municipal Police System Teletype­
writer was installed at the headquarters center 
on the municipal police circuit. This machine, 
a Model 28ASR, enables headquarters to prepare 
tape off-line while still receiving traffic from 
outlying stations on punched tape. This circuit 
operates at 60 words per minute. 

Thirdly, the Remote Computer Terminal was 
installed in the "Dover" system by a telephone 
line. The line cClnnection is established by dial­
ing the Computer. This teletype can also be used 
apart from the DOVER system for the reperfora­
tion of paper tape. This term~nal enables head­
quarters to have a retrieval capability to ac·:;ess 
vehicle registration, drivers license data files, 
and stolen motor vehicle files. Connected to the 
KSR-33 terminal is a tape converter which con­
verts the computers' replies to a five level perfor­
ated tape which is compatible with the National, 
State and MWlicipal Police Teletype System. This 
circuit operates at 100 words per minute. 


