STATE POLICE REPORT
Calendar Year 1956

FOR STATE HIGHWAY

Report Fiscal Year 53-56
July 1, 1956

T'o the Chairman and Members of
State Highway Commission

Dover Delaware

Gentlemen:

| respectfully submit hercewith a report of the activities

of the State Police Division for the calendar year 1953,

The report includes the important items in cach of the

State Dolice Divisions.

The excellent support and assistance rendered by the
memhers of the State Highway Commission is sincerely

appreciated.
Very truly yours,

COLONTIL HARRY S, SIIEW
Superintendent




SECTION 1.

ADMINISTRATION — 1955

The vear 1955 hrought about manv changes withm the
administrative division as well as every other division of the
State Police. 'I'hese changes represent progress and enahle
the Department o keep abreast of what is generally accepted
to he the most modern police methods, technigues and admin-
istrative policies. To this end it is felt that at the vear’s
ending, the vear 1955 could be reflected upon with a great
deal of satisfaction hut knowing that the [lepartment must
aspire to even greater progress in 19560 in all areas of law
enforcement.

One ol the advances made was the appointment by the
state Highway Commission of chaplains as members of the
Department. The Commission authorized the appointment of
two chaplains with the honorary rank of Captain—one to rep-
resent the Protestant faith and the other a Catholic Priest,
Colonel Shew selected. with the approval of the Catholic
Bishop of Wilmington, Reverend [rancis J. Desmond. At
the same time, Reverend Brooks E. Reynolds was appointed
by the Wilmington Council of Churches. On August 19, 1955
the two above mentioned clergymen were administered the
oath of office by the Honorable [udge Herrmann of the
Superior Court of the State of Delaware. The duties of the
chaplains will be to work with the members of the Depart-
ment and to be available for consultation involving personal
problems, morals, ete. T'heir acceptance within the Depart-
ment has been very good and in a few months, several of the
men sought interviews with them on problems they felt the
chaplains could be helpful.

The 118th General Assembly approved sufficient monies
for the expansion of the State DPolice to the strength of 180
men. ‘T'raining of the new recruits will commence the early
part of 1956 and should be completed by [une 30, 1957. These
additional officers, it is hoped, will do much to reflect a reduc-
tion in the accident experience particularly in New Castle
County. 'I'hey will also provide additional police services in
the rural sections of not only New Castle County, but Kent
and Sussex Counties.

A portion of the construction funds appropriated for the
State Highway Department, has heen set aside for the con-
struction of a new Troop #3 and Headguarters building at
or near Dover. It has long been felt that the most desirable
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location for State Police Headquarters should be at the seat

of the State government. This would enable the Department

{0 work in closer conjunction with the heads of other State

agencies. Plans for the troop and new Headquarters building
are now being prepared and construction should begin in 1956,

On August 17th, his Excellency Governor |, Caleb Boggs
reccived a plaque for outstanding traffic law enforcement in
the nation during 1954, "T'his award is annually presented by
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, Tt was
received by Governor Doggs wlio in turn presented it to the
Delaware State Police. ‘This is the [ifth straight vear the Del-
aware State Police has received an award for outstanding

During the year 1955 several members of the Dcpartment
were advanced in rank. ‘The following commissioned and
non-comnussioned officers were named:

William M. Short, Troop 3 Dover, to the rank of Captain.

Edgar D, - orris, I'roop 3, Dover, to the rank of Lieutenant.

Detective Sergeant Maurice F. Fitzharris promoted to the
rank of Chief Investigator,

Corporal Carl Derrick, Troop #1, to the rank of Sergeant,

Detective C. T, Hughes, T'roop #1, to the rank of Detective
Sergeant.

Corporal L. Clark Ellis. Jr.. T'roop #2, to the rank of Sergeant.

Detective B. F. McCoyv, Troop #3, Dover, to the rank of
Sergeant.

Detective George F. Schmalhofer, Troop #4, to the rank of
Detective Sergeant.

Det. Allen |, Wentz, Troop #5 Dridgeville, to the rank of
Sergeant,

Corporal Hugh T. Collins, Troop #5, Bridgeville, to the rank
of Sergeant,

Sergeant J. D, Joseph, Troop #1, promoted to the rank of
lientenant.

Sergeants Harvey Rlood, Troop #1; Charles Dolan, T'roop #3;
W, W, [Hutchison, Troop #3; Horace B, Willey, Troop #3;
from the rank of Corporal to the rank of Sergeant.

The 118th General Assembly authorized appropriation
of additional monies to make available to all employees a
109 pay raisze cifective July 1, 1955, While this pay raise
provided a considerable increase in the salaries of the mem-
bers of the Department, the pay scale still remains consider-
ably below that of many other State Police organizations in
this section of the country.

New laws that had the approval of the State Tlighway
Commission were cnacted.  T'hese laws will greatly facilitate
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the State Police in their accident prevention program and in
other instances, act as a deterrent to ¢crintinals,  Among some
of the Taws enacted were the chemical test law providing for
a breath test of alcohol content, in which .015% of blood
alcohol is prima facie evidence of intoxication. The “Peeping
Tom" law, using obscene language over the telephone, and
others were also passed which should {further the traffic and
criminal enforcement in our State.

Although the vear [955 resulted in many accomplish-
ments within the Department, the vear was saddened by the
untimely deaths of a member and a fornier member of the
Department. Trooper Tirst Class William F. Mayer was
fatally injured as a result of a traffic accident on Route #13
at Duck Creek, Smyrna on August 7th- 1955, when he was
struck by a truck and crushed between the truck and patrol
car which was parked along side the road. ‘I'rooper Mayer
was appointed o the Department January 31, 1949 and
assigned to Troop #3, Dover. He was promoted to 'the rank
of Trooper First Class on October 1, 1952 which rank he held
at the time of his death,

Trooper Mayer held the respect of all the men who
worked with him and all those with whom hc¢ came in con-
tact. He will Tong be remembered {or his friendly attitude
and always being ready to lend a helping hand when one
was in need.

Many of the older members of the Department were sad-
dened by the death of Joseph Bonifacino, Jr. who was stricken
with a heart attack on May 20th, 1955, Trooper Bonifacino
was one of the original members of the Department and was
the first to retire under the State Police Pension Plan; retiring
on January 31, 1941, *“Jumbo.” as he was fondly called by his
fellow workers, will leng be remembered for his dry wit and
his svmpathetic understanding for his fellow workers.
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SECTION II
TRAFFIC BUREAU

1936

It was all helieved to have started when in September,
1899, a Mr. I1. H. Bliss stepped off a trolley car in New York
City, and turned to assist a woman to alight. Just then, a
horseless carriage came atonyg and ran over him. A doctor at
the scene administered first aid, and Mr. Bliss was removed
to the Roosevelt lospital. He died the next day, and achieved
the tragic distinction of becoming the first person to he killed
by an automobile,

The Twentieth Century brought with it transformation
of the horscless ecarriage into the present luxurious and high
speed automobile. \With this transformation, our nation has
built up a death toll of over one million persons. It also
brought a change of attitude on the part of the general public
toward the law enforcement profession. The police officer
who had been looked up to as the protector of the weak and
the innocent, suddenly hecame the “I'raific Cop” who did not
play fair. ‘P'raffic laws were held in a different Light: it was
all right to break them if vou didn’'t get caught. Darents
would violate the laws in the presence of their children, and
then wonder why the children viewed law and order so lightly.

These and many other problews involving the motor
vehiele continued to make the traffic Tunction the most impor-
tant phase of police work.

It is the aim of the Delaware State Police to bring all
drivers to a =ane and safe level of operation, so that all citi-
zens-—motorists and pedestrians alike—will not sacrifice their
lives on the altar of haste. carelessness and discourtcousness.

I evervone would start immediately to practice the
Golden Rule (that is, accord to everyvone the courtesy they
would like to received, then, I am sure. it would result in
everyone experiencing a genuine pleasure drive.

The fatilities for 1955 rose to 104 in rural Delaware, an
increase of 25.3%, the second highest vear in the history of
the Department. While this Department is not satisfied with
this increase, it 15 not as bad as it appears, when one considers
the increase in vehicles using Delaware Highwavs which arc
from other states, as well as the inerease in motor vehicle
registration in Delaware.

One very important factor to he considered is the fact
that added criminal work plus various special duties resulted
mn a sharp decrease in patrol time.  In 1954, this Department
spent 81,793 honrs of traffic patrol as against 65,167 hours in
1035, a decrease of 16:0620 hours, or 20.4%.
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SECTION III.
TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT
1955

I'he news that the Delaware State Police had, jor the
fourth time in the past seven years, received the award for
outstanding traffic supervision for the past vear filled us
with pride.

The award is for excellence in traffic work, with 20%
weight given to police traffic supervision reports, and 80%
on actual police traffic supervision performance. [t is based
on the recommendations of the “T'raffic Supervision and lin-
forcement Committee of the White House Conference on
Highway Safety and those of the ‘Fraffic Committee of the
Interiational \ssociation of Chiefs of DPolice.

Since the primary purposc of trafiic law enforcentent is
to prevent accidents, our program was pointed toward dan-
gerous moving violations, or violations that produce accidents.
As a result, 14077 arrests were Tor violations of this type.
The enforcement index, whicl is the ratio between convictions
for dangerous moving violations and the number of fatal and
personal injury accidents, was 11.1 for 1955,

I'he decrease in patrol tinie for 1955 was reflected in the
enforcement program, as there was a deercase of 88% in
traffic arrests for the vear. During the vear, there were 16,507
arrests made by the State Police for violations of the traffic
laws: of these, 10,081, or 97%. resulted in convictions, with
the imposition of $202,080.00 in fines.

In many instances where an arrest would be too harsh a
penalty, or in such instances where it is believed that the
calling an crror to the violator’s attention would correct it,
the State Police issue written warnings,  “'licre were 99,438
=uch warnings issuced during the vear.

In an effort to eontrol and educate pedestrians, the State
PPolice issue written warnings for unsafe walking practices.
During 1955, this Department issued 2,613 warnings. 426 per-
sons were arrested for walking on the highways while under
the influence of liquor and 85 for other pedestrian violations.

T'he list of offenses and the number of arrests for cach is
as follows:
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ARRESTS MADE FOR PEDESTRIAN VIOLATIONS

Pedestrian TNTOXICATION  wrrvviinivesieornsesieriosssrsrsssesressesmessasns 426
Other Pedestrian VIOIAtIONS eeiereiinerreersssiisiereseesenssssane 85

ARRESTS MADE FOR LICENSES
AND REGISTRATIONS
Driver Licenses VI0latIONS v iecceeceieeereseesseneeesreanesanns 1,405

Registrations and Title Vi0lations eeeeeceeneneenne 282
Operation During Period of Suspension or Revocation 348

ARRESTS MADE FOR MISCELLANEOUS

VIOLATIONS
Parking VIOlAlONS e veenneneseeeseseesienessesine 552
Oversize and OverwelZlt e ee e eeenes 112
Leaving Scene and Failure to Report Accident ... 386
Operating Motor Vehicle Withont Consent vveeveeenn. 28
ONIIETS ottt e s et e st s e e 152
Throwing Rubbish on Highway e 6

ARRESTS MADE FOR DANGEROUS
MOVING VIOLATIONS

Operating under the INflUENce ., 371
Speed VIOTAONS  riviieeireesieserecseves s sesneseese s messbe e 8,199
Right-0f-VWWay it 246
Wrong Side of Road e 253
ReCKIESS I TIVINE wiroiiiiiiiiree e et ee st 989
TIIPTOPEr TASSIIE ciiiriiiricrrccer et e iesresaesresressseessessssaeeeresareens 514
Failure to S1gnal e sieneeaes 80
Disregarded Stop Sign or Signal e, 111
Passed Stopped School BUs e 9
Improper TUMing e 164
Assanlt and Battery by Motor Vehicle . 30
Manslanghter v e R 43
Miscellancous Danzerous Moving Violations ..., 173
Following T00 CloSC it s 214

ARRESTS MADE FOR EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS

LAZIE VIOTALIONS oot e tea e sene e 23
Brake VIOTAt ONS i cceereeeeseserv e ceesssreesennne 229
Flare VIOLATONS i i e s s eesesee s 121
Other Fgquipiient e esve e 140
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SECTION 1IV.
MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

1955

In 1935 there were 5712 traffic accidents reported to
the State Police.  An “on the scene” investigation was made
of each accident reported.

I'lere were 91 fatal accidents, which resulted in 104
fatalities. In comparison with 1954 figures, it appears that
the ratio of fatalitics and injuries did not remain constant.
In other words, while therce was an increase of 11 fatalities in
1955, there was a decrease of 13 persons injured for the year.
There were 1.640 persons injured in 1955 and 1.653 in 1954.

The large amount of transient traffic is reflected by the
fact that 30.0% of the drivers involved in [atal accidents, and
31.6% of the drivers involved in all accidents., were residents
of other states.

In 1955, the State Police made a determined effort to
obtain either a blood or breath sample, for chemical testing,
from every driver involved in a [atal accident. While we were
not successful in obtaining a sample in every case, it was
determined either by investigation or chemical test that as
the severity of an accident increases, so does the frequency
of the drinking driver factor,

The following summary is the vesult of the chemnical test
program.

SUMMARY OF THE ALCOHOL FACTOR

IN FATAL ACCIDENTS FOR DELAWARE
(EXCEPT WILMINGTON)

1955

Total number of accidents e 91
Number of drivers drinking ....... 54
Number of pedestrians drinking . 3
Number of drivers who refused test

known to have been drinking ..., 3
Number of drivers who were drinking

and no test made due tG INMJUTIES e, 14
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One accident where driver was a 15 year old and person

who sho
catse.

uld have been driving was .242—could be the indirect

Results of tests:

Pedestrian Fatalities:

Drivers:

.248

217

* 021 made 12 hours after accident.
. 08 032 328 278
271 353 .11 098
154 191 169 231
164 212 188 171
136 381 201 191
116 187 .083 .126
236 .21 134 .02
152 196 139 148
284

*Delayed tests:

*Note:

125 314 hours after accident

154 4 hours after accident
102 2 hours after accident
139 2 honrs after accident

It has been cstimated that a person throws off from
012% to .02% per hour; by adding this amount to
the delayved teats, it is possible to estimate the
approximate blood alcoliol content at the time of
the accident.
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SECTION V.

BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

1955

The following is the Sixteenth Aanual Report of the
Bureau of Criminal Investigation and ldentification coverimg
the calendar vear Jannary 1, 1953 to December 310 1955,

Crinie in rural Delaware increased 27.6% over the 1954
figure. A total of 8055 cases were investigated by the State
Police of which 6987 or 80.7% were cleared either by arrest
or investigation,

[n comparison of percent of cases cleared by the Depart-
nment with those of other Departments on a National hasis,
we find that the Delaware State Police is far above the
National average.

The Department feels that the success of the Criminal

Division can be attributed to the method of traming the
officer receives and the ability to do their job well.
AUTO THEFT:

Auto thefts increased 10.5%. 110 anto thefts reported
during the vear 1955 as compared to 105 for the preceeding
vear. There were 109 of the 116 cars recovered and as in
previous vears there is no doubt that others will have heen
recovered after this report goes 1o press.

ROBBERY AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS:

Robbery cases have decreased compared to the year 1954
Cases reported this vear total 18 as compared with 21 {or the
vear 1954,

Aggravated Assaults also decreased in comparison with
the vear 1954 A total of 34 cases were reported for the vear
1935 against 40 for 1954,

RAPE:

Rape cases inereasced over 100% in 1955, A total of 13
cases compared to O in 1034,

BURGLARIES:

Burglaries increascd almost 18% over the year 1054, A
total of 308 cases reported in 1955 as compared to 508 for
the preceeding vear.
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Comparing the over-all picture in Criminal Activities
for vear 1955 as to 1954, we find a decided increase in crime.
The increase ol 27.6% is an alarming figure, bhut when the
increase in the population of the State of Delaware is taken
into consideration, crime has actually decreased. [t has now
become apparent that the Delaware State Police are called
upon to do a city police job rather than a rural police job.

When we consider all the new building developments and
industry especially in New Castle County, plus the population
moving into these devclopments which makes the population
ol New Castle County exceed the population of the City of
\Wilmington one can imagine the potential complaints coming
to this Department which indeed reflects on the increase of
erime reported to the Delaware State DPilice.
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DEADLY WEAPONS

It is becoming more apparent each year that the crimina!
clement is resorting to carrying deadly weapons. Weapons
taken from criminals by officers of this Department include
revolvers, pistols, all sorts of knives, from butcher knives to
switch blade and hunting knives, black jacks, brass knuckles,
and even home-made so-called “zip guns.” Above is a photo-
eraph of such a gun designed to fire .22 calibre bullets.

On the night of February 19. 1955, a State Trooper was
assigned 1o a complaint and while in the process of appre-
hending subject involved the weapon in the photograph was
fired at the officer. The subject was quickly subdued and
the gun taken frimt him.

DISPOSITIONS OF CRIMINAL ARRESTS

The following are dispositions of arrests exclusve of per-
sons arrested for more than one offense: released to other
authorities, released to juvenile authorities, ete.

1101 Defendants had fnes imposed totaling $25.203.00.
208 Defendants were sentenced to 204 vears, 11 months
and 10 davs.
1 Defendant was sentenced to Iife Tmprisonment.

138 Defendants were sentenced in default of fine.

40 Defendants had cases withdrawn by Complainant.

87 Defendants had cases dismissed hy Magistrate.

149 Defendants had cascs dismissed by Family Court.

40  Defendants had cases dismissed by Court of Common

Pleas.
77 Persons were pavoled to 181 vears and 3 months.
S5  Persons committed to State Institutions,
391 Persons released to other Authorities.




DELLAWARE STATE POLICE

CRIMINAL STATISTICS

1955 1954 1955 1954 1955 1954 1955 1954
Paxr 1 Crassze
1. Crimigal homleide:
[0 Mur:kr and aonnegli- 5 13 5 12 0 2 4 11
gen —_
® fer by el 110 1.0 Lol 1 0
1. Rape 13 6 5 2 7 3 4 3
3. Rabbery |18 21 7. _;.9 5 0 16 17
4. Aggravated msseult _._.. .. 34 40 31 33 ‘ 0 33 — 41
5. Bu:zl!r}u—brelkinl wad/o] 598 508 242 185 16 46 457 ‘ 353
entering _ ... - - .
6. lﬁr:’etny- thelt (except puto| 158 1 30 40 24 14 B 67 39
(a)3100 and over in value| 507 >3 —
®) Usdersiooin vaee 008|442 215 63 .425_| 36 1w‘
TAuto thett . ____ 1161 97 42 28 18 7.]..18 57
Arson . L3 2l 5] 0 6| 8| 4
Toul, P 1 s 15541274 | 582 [ 513 | 126 95 [1093 | 886 |
s ror:::;’ - ci:.:!g:mmu ,,,,,, 39 €) | 25 50 | 4 3 32 47
9. Embezzlement and fraud .. 2 J
10. Stolen  property—buying, 0 4
receiving, powsessing ... —
11, Prostitution and  cotam 0
cialized vice . _
12.Sex offenses (except 2 and| Z
my . F

13. Federal Violations .| ..

14. Fugitives

Total, Part I Classes

Paar III Crasses

15. Other assaults __ .

16. Weapony—carrying,  pes-
sessing, ete.
17, Offenses against

and children

18. Narcotic drug laws .

19. Liquor lawa s

145
20. Deunk —
21. Disordeely conduet ... 6 ZZ ,,,,,, 53&,
89
22. Vagrancy . Y [ o T I g
25, Gambling  o—. 7.
24, Missing  persons sud run- 315
aways .. .._.__ -
25, Insapity cases baodled 1
- N 42
26, Suicide cases jovestigated -
82

27.5udden deaths iavestigated, .-

28, Noncriminal complainis
investigated

29. All other offenses not listed

15 4

2985 |5

5
Total, Part Il Classes |~ . (204

1237 13948

GRAND TOTAL

2066 [4367
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AUTO THEFTY BY TROOF

1955
Troop 1 2 3 4 5 Total
Thefts o cereeesseens 19 > 13 13 11 110
Recovered (S.1.) i 10 42 13 8 6 09
Recovered {Other
Jurisdictions) i, 7 11 0 2 3 23
Recovercd Otherwise .. 2 0 0 0 0 2
Recovered for
Wilmington P, . 8 13 2 o 1 24
Recovered {for Other
Jurisdictions ... 17 33 8 0 2 o0
Cars Remaining Stolen ... 0 1 0 3 2 6
RELEASED TO OTHER AUTHORITIES
1955
1954 1955
ATTIIY ittt e et s s 19 10
Court of Common Pleas e 31 39
Dover Police Departient v inrccvcnennenineenenes 1 1
Family COUTt wmrrecrssi et reseseeernersessesssvans 76 53
Federal o iernnnesareee e senes s stsessessassessesenns 7 10
Ferris Industrial School e 52 19
Governor Bacon Health Center oveeeeeiiciiniiivniiecienenn. 15 6
Maryland e 43 43
Massachisetts e e — 5
NV Y ottt r st s e g e a et nne 4 5
New Castle County Workhotse .ovvvnecieniiinn, 1 —
New Castle Police Department .o ccveveeeeneveeenns 1 1
NCW  JETSCV ettt beeeseststcse s resesens sraes e ereesrnnas 7 4
NEOW YOTK it ieciecciveeresssctenerseseseesresessreasecnrsavanes 5 3
NOTth CaroliNa coeeieecceeere et eeeeseeesrrcesaneaes — 3
(NIIETS ottt et eie s teavees b e esae s ss e e sae s erescsansessneaareens 3 272
PATCIES weiveiiiiiererissicieieeectsssstbessesessss sessseststses eenesssnesasens 48 31
PPENNSVIVANT crririisreresecteniiecerenvsrnseeseeccrnssse s se s resesnen 14 29
State Tospital v eeesre e s 25 13
VIPGINIA it s 4 4
Wilmington [Police Departiment ... 56 01
Woodshaven ScHool e eeeeesssee 6 6
Newark Police Department .. — |
CONMECTICUT  tiiiivirieiiieeerescrnreeeeree e eereeeeeeaasseesras senensans — 1
FITOTIAR  coiiiieeiececree et esrer s tb e e e re s e e e cesaeesbssesseaane — 2
TUOTALS ettt et st 418 622




AUTO THEFTS AND RECOVERIES

1955
1954 1955
Number of car thefts
Rural Delaware .o 105 110
Total Recovered (1tem 1) crnvinnninmnenerennnn 105 105
(a) Recovered (State Police) .iieirinees 70 77
() Recovered (Other Jurisdictions) ... 29 26
() Recovered Otherwise coveioieencncoroanenne — 2
Percent of stolen cars recovered
Rural 1Delaware .veeernerecnenernnissseeseerersnvernens 100. 96.1
Auwtomobiles recovercd for other
JUTTSAICHONS ettt a e 15 65
Automobiles recovered for Wilmington
Police Department e 13 25
Total Cars recovered by Delaware
SHAtC POHCC vorrrienecnrees e sesreereeeeee et st esnsens 133 25

OFFENSES COMMITTED BY JUVENILES
AND MINORS

1955

1954 1955
AIIECTY ittt st eae s aa et 0 0
ATBOT ittt ettt see e s ebeaees 1 0
ASSAUTL i e 2 8
Assault and Battery e 37 20
Aszanlt W/T Rape o 0 0
FASTATCY i 0 0
BE 1 e 149 140
Col DA et s se et e ve e es 6 4
Dischargng TFIrearing .o reenecneserennnes 0 0
Dizorderly Conduct .. s 44 29
Disturhing thie Peace .onnesicneseneseneenenns 1 9
Drunk and THSorderly e 3 3
JESCAPEEC  ririieitireticiere st s et er et e eb e e aa st s sasan 23 20
FFalse FCLCNSE i ecicececcerere e enee e rasasarssaranenes 1 0
Federal e 10 16
JPOTZETY  toeiiire sttt eva ettt aneeeen 3 4
[FUGIEIVE et et st 20 33
GAMIDINE e e 3 1
[T1dCent TSXPOSUTE vrvreeeiorereereeeeriesereeneeisevire e eseesnnans 0 0
FEOTTIZIDIE it 4 2
LLATCENY ettt ereie e 100 133




Larceny Motor Vehicle oo 23 32

JAQUOT LaWs wcevrimrenrirsieirvenenne s 0 0
Malicious MISCHHET wocerrriiniseneensnrresesseessesennsessenens 25 31
Material WItIESs v ettt seas 3 6
. ASCCIANEOUS vttt st et seseeaas 14 34
N on—sul)t)ort .................................................................. 0 0
1l
Parole Violator o 1 ﬂ
RAPE  coiiieirerireesseinennresreessensseessnrssees et eacessessssssnssrsersres 2 0
Receiving Stolen Goods oo, 1 |
RODDETY ittt neseseren v strs e e en e 2 7
RUNAWAYS ettt sraseesensees esvrassaessrens 49 36
TRTEATSE eviiirieeitiereeeercceeresbereesere s en et sevasssesssssnssnseanns 4 1
Toving Female Minor oo 1 3
Trespassiil i e seeeas 18 16
VAQTAICY ittt sne bt 4 3
Violation Age Consent .. 0 4
SOUOMY ittt e bt sbasrsases essieas 15 0
WOrthless Checks waimeecnee e eenienn seerenes 0 0
Other SexX OFENSOS e e e srenens 0 2
TOTALS cisinessiesnennresinsserssessseesens seerenes 569 598
HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION
1955
Troop Cases Cleared Arrests
TToopP FL v e 0 0 0
TIoOp F2 o vee e et 0 0 0
Troop #3 e 2 2 2
Troop Fd e 2 2 2
THEOOD S oo oo e ] 1 ]
TOTALS s et 5 5 5
MINOR AND JUVENILE ARREST
BY AGE

Age 1954 1955
Qo Ll et e e s s 32 17
S = ettt s se et seae e re st 0 5
12 e e e e 17 16
13 et e b s et e n s st e e 23 39
Lo et e s 44 62
S T OO OO OO PR OO 80 90
JO e e s e 104 90
L7 et e et bbb s et e e nees 67 70
I8 ettt st s et be et nenens 73 90
FD ettt s 100 79
20 oot et ey et ee e b er e e ssesbeaen 50 47
TOTALS ettt e 590 611




LARCENY

Larceny increased 13.7% during 1935, with 42.2% of the
cases being cleared.

1954 1955
Cases o7+ Cases 70606
Cleared 41.8% Cleared 42.2%
BY TROOP
Troop 1 2 3 4 5 Total
Number of cases 188 208 a0 173 O7 760
Number of cases
cleared ... e 77 112 20 59 46 324

Percentage cleared 40.9% 37.5% 75.0% 34.1% 08.6% 42.2%

BURGLARIES

This offense increased 10.7% over 1954, with 598 cases
heing reported as compared to 508 m 1954 A total of 43.1%
of the cases were cleared through investigation or arrest,

1954 1955
Cases 508 Cases 598
Clearced 45.4% Cleared  43.1%
BY TROOP
Troop 1 2 3 4 5 Totals
Number of Cases 18 270 58 82 34 598
Number cleared 54 142 14 30 18 258

Percentage cleared 30,4% 51.4% 24.1% 30.5% 52.9% 43.1%

CRIMINAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

1955
LG F T L U TPV S URUU P PR ORI 21 % Decrcasc
CTa88 2 e 11.1% Increase
CTASS 3 s e e 344% Decrease

CASES CLEARED
Class 1 Class 2 Class 3  Average

[CC 58 77%  T68%  998%  86.9%
1935 covveeeerereeeseerereemenne 4550, 813% 97 %  80.7%
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VALUE PROPERTY STOLEN AND RECOVERED

1954 1955

Total value of property stolen ... 1083+.38  102.492.44
Total value of property recovered ... 2591542 06.288.80

(a) Recovered (D.S.P) e, 07 .495.00 78.29000
(h)  Recovered (Other
Jurisdictions) e, 30.410.00 29.290.00

(c) Recovered Otherwise ... 1.550.00
Percent of stolen property recovered 23.9 0646
Value of property recovered

for other jurisdictions o, 5828318 00,960.00
Total value of property recovered

Dy DS 151.698.60  210423.80

NIGHT PATROLS
CHECK OF BUSINESS PLACES

1955
Troop Number
] e e 43.590
B e b e e e 39.220
B b s 10,707
B e e e e 12,680
e TS PO TSPV URT DRSOV 13.083
TOT N L e 119,286

SECTION VI.
THE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
1955

A comparizon of the Identification Burean statistics for
1955 with those of 1954 reveals an increase of over 8% in the
number of fingerprints processed and an nerease of 14% in
the work of the photographic laboratory.  ‘I'his annual in-
crease clogely follows the crime and accident rate for Dela-
ware.

This vear cquipmem was purchased to set up a eriminal
photograph or “mug” camera at one of the troops on a trial
basiz.  The experment was very successful and proved so
valuable that additional cquipment iz heing secured for all

troops,
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One of the many functions of the Bureau is the compari-
son of fingerprints which arc found at the scenes of crimes
with those of suspects whose fingerprints are in the bureau
files. If there are no suspects it is practically impossible to
make an identification. As an answer to this problem a new
file known as the “Practical Fingerprint File” was started.
For this file the hands are printed separately on a card form.
These prints are then given a numerical classification and
filed in sequence.  An unknown fingerprint can be quickly
searched throngh this file for an identification as more and
more prints are added to this file it will increase in value.

The following interesting cases are from the hureau files:

In August, 1954, an unknown body was found fleoating in
the Nanticoke River near Seaford. Due to the advanced stage
of decomposition it was impossible to identify the victim by
sight.  ‘T'he investigators were able to slip the skin of one
hand like a glove and ship it to the Bureau for processing.
The Bureau was able to obtain a good set of fingerprints from
this and a search through the files resulted in a positive iden-
tification of the victim.

On a night in June, 1954, the Rosedale Beach Hotel was
broken into by two men who stole a quantity of liquor. Being
unable to carry all the liquors away at one time they hid sev-
eral bottles in some bushes nearby. A thorough search of
the crime scene and surroundings disclosed the hidden bottles.
FEven though they had been exposed to the weather for 24
hours the Bureau was able to develop and photograph legible
fingerprints from the necks of the Dottles.  Two suspects
were found and upon questioning denied all knowledge of the
crime.  However, their fingerprints matched perfectly with
the prints from the bottles.  When conironted with this evi-
dence they both admitted their guilt in Court and were sen-
tenced Lo prison.

IDENTIFICATION REFORT FOR THE YEAR OF 1955

Lo APDPUHCANES : oot sreereseesneseressesessrevesenasesenns 89
2. Personal identification fingerprint cards received.:.... 3
3. Wanted circulars received: .inninncnenniesesercennns 1002
4. Wanted circulars cancelled : .ooiivinrivciininnernieen 1238
5. Criminal fingerprint cards and their contributors:
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Troop #1 ... 167 County Police ........ 1

Troop #2 ... 677 Milford P.D. ... 120
Troop #3 ... 4H Rehoboth P.D. ... 13
Troop #4 ... 512 Phila. P.D. .reverenee 1
Troop # 5 .... 301 Dridgeville P.D. ... 3
N.C.CW. 1030 Sussex Co. Pr. o 129
Dover P.D. 378 .M. Bridge cooveenene 30
Newark P.ID. 24 Jersey City, N.J. ... 2
Smyrna P.D. 23 Del. Liquor Comm. 4
3859
5. Criminal fingerprints by race and sex:
\White Male ... 2099
Black Male ... 1408
White Female 123
Black Female 169
3859
6. Previous arrest: 1256
7. Indices checked for other investigating agencies t...... 3587
With Record ... 122
8. Photographic Service:
Department  Negatives Photos Photostatic
Name Developed Printed Copies Printed
Headquarters 265 707 76
Troop #1 142 158 14
Troop #2 322 343 51
Troop #3 108 164 11
Troop #4 239 218 8
Troop #5 170 180 —
TOTALS (. 1326 1836 160
9. Rouges Gallery: 3322
White Race 622
Colored Race 449
1071
11. Firearm Registration:
Revolvers and Pistols 101
Shotguns . 12
Rifles i, 10
303
12. Stolen [irearms: 15
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13.
14.
15

Do —

SoxNImbw

TOTAL IDENTIFICATION DATA ON FILE

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1955

1954

Criminal Fingerprints : oo 60909
Criminals with Previous Records: ... 30859

Personal Identification and Applicant
IINGerprints e 16180
- Firearms Registered: . 3601
Rouges Gallery :
White RACE e 11308
Colored RACe wmiecirereresreere e 01,0
COMPARISON OF 1954 AND 1955
1954
APPHCANES T i 5
PPersonal ldentification Fingerprints
Received t oo 1
Wanted Circulars Received: .. 1026
Wanted Circulars Cancelled: ..., 1218
Criminal Fingerprints: eevcnnnnnn. 3572
Trevions ATrest: .. 1291
Indices Checked For Other Agencies: 5539
Photographic Service: .incennnn 2m7
Rouges Gallery : i, 92
Fircarms Registered: .ooiievncnrnirrrennenes 169
Stolen Firearms: i &2

SECTION VII.
TRAINING

1955

1955

10768
32115

16272
3904

11930
9619

1955
5

3
1002
1238
3859
1259
3587
3322
1071

303

13

The establishment of a State Police Training Academy
‘1 1955 was the culmination of many years of planning by

the Training Division, The academy is the building located
on the site of the Delaware Memorial Bridge and was used
by the engineers during the bridge’s construction. The build-
ing is being renovated following which it will be used for
tecruit training schools which will commence January, 1955.

Renovation was delaved during three (3) weeks of in-service
training.
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It has long been the desire of the Training Division to
have its own building [or tra*ning purposcs and to concen-

trate all traming material and equipment in a central location,

Under the present plans the recruits will be fed and quartered
i the building and it is believed that the discipline estab-
lished during this scventcen (17) week training period will be
of great value. Also, the esprit-de-corps developed under
these circumstances will be reflected in better intra - depart-
mental relations.

In-service training schools were conducted during the
weeks of November 7th to 11th- November 28th to December
2nd, December 5th to 9th, Human relations and Supervision
being the theme of the course, 'T'his course was conducted by
members of the Departiment which permits a varied discussion
of supervision’s problems, reactions of the personnel to super-
vision’s treatment and manv other plases and arcas of human
relations and supervision.

With the exception of the llonorable Joseph Donald
Craven, Attorney Genceral for the State of Delaware, all the
instruction was handled by members of the Departiment. My,
Craven spoke on criminal case participation. The following
subjects were also covered:

Descriptions

New laws

Duties of Shift Commander
Intoximeters

Signs and Signals

Traffic Reports

Criminal Reports

Fingerprinting and PPhotography
Communications

Driver Improvement and Road Dlocks

For the first time our Chaplains visited each training
school and discussed their role as members of the Department
and their willingiiess to help i any way possible in any per-
sonal problems the men might have,

During the yvear 1935, several members of the Departinent
received specialized training in some of the outstanding
schools of law enforcement.  Lieutenant Simonds, who grad-
uated from Southern Police [nstitute, was honored by being
clected I'resident of his class and Valedictorian,

The Training Division was called upon again this year
to organize and recruit additional men and women to serve as
Cvil Defense P'olice who in cases of emergency, would aug-
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ment the Delaware State [olice throughout the State. At the
year's end, one class of approximately forty (40) additional
persons had been trained and others were being recruited.

During the week of April 19th through 22nd, the State
Police, in connection with the Wilmington Dureau of Police
and Town Police Departments conducted a school for Town
Police. This school was held at the Robbins Tlose Company
FFire House. Governors Avenue, Dover. Twenty-four (24)
men were gradnated from the course ou April 22, at which
time Llis Excellency Governor Boggs awarded the certificates
for the successful completion of the course.

On August 10, 1955 word was received from Northwestern
I'raffic Institute that Corporal Leo . Danecy had heen award-
ed a Fellowship by the Traffic Institute made available by
the Kemper Foundation. This conrse is a nine (9) month
conrse conducted at the Northwestern University, Fvanston
Ilinots.  Corporal Dancey will commence in early September.

In carly September, Detective Burrill F. McCoy com-
pleted an eight (8) week course of traming at the Keeler
Polygraph Institute in Chicago, lHlinoits.  He is the third
member of the Department to reecive this training in the use
of the lie detector,

The ‘'vaining Division, as well as other divisions of the
State Police, were complimented again in that they were
selected by the International Police Services to guide Too Sck
Kim, Superintendent and Commanding Officer of the Natioual
Police of the Republic of South Korea, for a period of ten (10)
davs. During the ten (10) day stayv, Chief Kim had an oppor-
tunity to observe and visit all Departments of the State Police.

SECTION VIII.
SAFETY EDUCATION
1955

It 1= generally conceded that the public generaliy will not
arrive at a point of high individual respousibility without good
reason and strong stimulation.  To bring the public to this
point calls for continuing cducation.  ‘I'raffic safety must be
taught, and developed in the individual: they must be told
what 1s expected of them. As Leg'slature enacts new laws
affecting the motorist and pedestrian, these new laws must
be brought to their attention. I'he plan must he organized
and cooperative nsing every available medium of public infor-
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mation. ‘T'he information must be {actual, understandable,
and used 1n such a way as to afford convincing reasons for
mdividual effort to eliminate traffic accidents.

The State Police, in cooperation with other interested
agencies, participates in all phases of highway safety. Speak-

] i
ord e the oot ot HBIORAN DCARE ﬂm

sional groups, local civic and service organizations, schools,
etc. 1n addition: the latest films depicting traific problems and
highway safety are shown.

The Department worked in close cooperation with the
joint Legislative Committee on problems generally affecting
tlie motorist and pedestrian,

In 1955 State Police Personnel participated in 185 speak-
ing engagements. ‘I'he¢ Departiment also participated in the
“Slow Down and Live” campaign and 5. 1. Day.

A member of the Department made weekly broadcasts
irom Radio Station WII.M on their Delaware Lifeline Pro-
gram. This program covered all related fields in police work.
Numerous newspaper releases were prepared by the Depart-
ment bringing to the motoring public’s attention traffic safety
and new laws. Tt is thic aim of the Safety Education Division
to bring to the genceral public’s attention every possible means
of reducing highway accidents.

SECTION IX.
FIREARMS DIVISION
1955

In the very near future the Delaware State Police intends
to train i1s entire compliment of personnel in skeet shooting.
In shooting at moving targets the police officer is afforded
additional gun handling techniques. ‘I'he Connecticut State
Police now have this type of traimng for each officer in its
Department.

The purpose of this training is to teach the officer proper
handling of the shotgun, stance and body pasition, mounting
the gun to the shoulder, the aim and actual firing.

The personnel of the New Castle County Police and
Newark Police Department were trained in the classroom at
the Delaware State Police Academy in firearm safety.  After-
ward thev were taken to the pistol range and executed what
they had learned in the classroom,
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Firearms equipment was inspected at all Troops through-
out the year and was found to be in excellent condition. Two
new limerson Resnscitators were purchased and issved to
Troop #2 and Troop #+4 to replace the obsolete T & ]
Resuscitators.

The Sixth Annual Delaware State Dolice Distol Yatch
was lield October 1, 1955 and October 2, 1955 with great
snecess, It was found necessary to hold this mateh two days
due to the large attendance which is increasing every year,

Following are the averages made during the yvear on the
Avmy “L7 and the Pracucal Pistol Course,

Possible scoce for Army “L7 — 300

Pogsible score for PP.C. — 100

Army “L” P.P.C.
[Teadquarters ... 275 [leadauarters ... 4.9

Bridge ...
LAY P
I'roop =1

Bridge
4R
Froop

Troop Troop #2
Troop #3 e 268 Troop #3
Troop #4 e 205 I'roop =4
Troop #5 v 260 Troop #5
SECTION X.
SUPPLY DIVISION
1955

An tmportant function of an cfficient organization is the
procuring and dispensing of material and equipment to the
men in the ficld.  This must be done economically and vet
in such a manner that cvervthing is furnished so the men
can properly perform their job.

It is the duty of the Supply Division to:

1. Assist in the preparation of the biennial budget
requests,

2. Maintain records of all expenses.

3. Keep personnel attendance records.

4. Process all invoices.

5. Tnspect and keep maintenance records on all motor
equipment.

O, Tuspeet and maintaun all buildings andd their equipment.

7. Many other dutizz whicl are routine but time con-

Suming.
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An adequate stock of office supplies is maintained and
dispensed to the Troops upon requisition of the Troop Com-
mander. Janitor supplies and articles of wearing apparel
(uniforms and equipment) are likewise issued.

A large percentage of the various forms used by the
Department are printed on the Multilith machine at Head-
quarters, thus effecting a great saving.

Quarterly inspections were held in March, June, Septem-
ber and December, with the purpose of secing that all Depart-
mental buildings are kept in good repair. and to see that
proper care is heing taken of vehicles and personal equipment.

During the summer, five air-conditioning units were in-
stalled at Headquarters for the comfort of the personncl.
Similar units were likewise installed at Troop #2. Tt is
planned to install units at the various Troops as the monies
hecome available, with the exception of Troop #3. There,
such installation will not be necessary, since the new 'I'roop
#3 building: which is to be crected in the near future, will be
air-conditioned,

During the vear it was necessary to make certain repairs
and improvements. Two buildings were painted, the interiors
of the Headquarters building, and Troop #4, Georgetown,
with improved toilet facilities also being added at T'roop #4.

The platform scales at Troops #1 and #5 were over-
hauled with a new platform being installed on the scale at
Troop *#1.

The neon siens at the various Troops were re-lettered,
and their color changed trom blue to red in order to improve
visibility.

For the convenience of the mechanics at Troop #2 and
Dover, wheel balancers and tire mounting devices for tubeless
tires were purchased.

During the vear, thirty (30) cars were traded in for new
models. Following is a break-down of the motor vehicle
equipment of the Department.

Number of cars in operation ............ 87 units in fleet
Average mileage perv gallon . 11.9 miles
Number of miles driven ... 2,439,933
Cost of tires and tubes .evveveeeecrernresrinnas $6,734.17
Cost of replacement parts 10.346.26
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January 22, 1957
To the Chairmen and Members of the

State Highway Commission

Dover, Delaware
Gentlemen:

1 respectfully submit herewith a report of the activities
of the State Communications Division of the State Highway
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1956

Respectfully,

S. H. P. STANT, Stafi Captain
Director, State Police

Commurications Division

SHPS:c
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STATE COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Fiscal Year 1055-1056

This fiscal vear is one in which tremendous strides were
made in communications and one in which Delaware can
rightly take credit for another first. \With the establishment
of the State Communications Division under the jurisdiction
of the State Highway Dcpartment this was the first state
to recognize the tremendous importance communications play
in our everyday endcavor.

The background of the establishment of this new divi-
ston includes months of intensive study by all department
and division heads of State agencies together with representa-
tives of State firemen organizations who made use of radio
in their evervday activities. A working agenda listing every
desirable facility this division could incorporate was used as
a basis, and concurrence by the majority on each item appear-
ing in the enactment was obtained.

In August an administrator was appointed and given
authority to establish and organize this division. By Septem-
ber nccessary personnel were hired, rogether with absorbing
all existing parts, supplies and equipment, and the transfer-
ring of technicians from the State Police Division to this
division. Necessary procedures and policies were formulated ;
and by June 19560 the division was not only well under way
with 57 active accounts, hut was also being recognized as a
very much needed, cconomical, and successful operation.

One of the first tasks undertaken was a complete inven-
tory and cataloguing of all State-owned cquipment.  After
this was done, a breakdown was made on a “per unit™ basis
to determine the exact workload of each technician and the
tvpes as well as quantities of various repair parts, tubes, etc.,
necded for an average twelve-month supply. By purchasing
in quantity and by competitive bid. even a greater saving has
been realized by all State agencies.  An example of propor-
tions of various parts, tubes. cte., required was determined by
actual records maintained by the State Police Division over
a period of five vears. Tn tabulation of the above the follow-
ing cquipment and their equivalents were as follows:
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K
=]
Department §
State Police 91
Highway ... 44
Highway
Manning 2
Crossing
Dive (Hwyy 11
Civil (Org))
Defense 2
Control
Centers O
State
Fire Net 00
*\olunteer
Fire Co. 71
*\'olunteer *10

Ambulances 2
Forestry 13
Fish & Game 5
T'otal 317

EQUIPMENT IN USE

Crossing

Division 2
Vol Fire
Co. 50 15

Fish & Gare 7
Grand Total 376

TABULATION No. 1
EQUIPMENT BY DEPARTMENTS
BEGINNING OF YEAR

E
£
a (5]
i g O &
v w2 [
L < 7 Q
m Ay o [&]
6 6 9 7
2 — 41
1 1 — —
6 6 — 10
3 o— 4 4
5 8 — —
23 21 17 21

38 21 17 21

*Notl State owned

Inter-Comm.

—_—
e O

43

43

Towers

L2}

._.
!
i

o

1

TABULATION No. 2

re . . . . L
OV dlelils d ¢ : Fe [
I'he following equivalents for maintenance comparisons

Base Station

Pack Sets

Remote Control
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) 30
% A< )
Misc.
2 3
1 —
Tone Alert
— 6
3 3 6

THE END OF FISCAL YEAR
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Coordinated Receivers =y '
Intercommunications Units  =1/3 " ’
Radar Units = 1 7 ”

» "

L e ok
Tone Alert Units. Sy

ty

Fquivalent number of Mobile Units and Accessories

Approximate Equ pment

Department Beginning July 1, 1955 In Use June 30, 1956
Mobile Towers Mobile Towers
State PPolice e 126.5 5 126.5 5
Highway e, 54.5 1 60 1
Highway Planning .............. 3 — 3 —
Crossing Div. (Hwy.) ... 18 — 19 —
Civil Defense (Orgl) ... 5 — 5 —
Control Centers ......coeee 29 G 29 9
Fire Net oo, e 70 — 70 —

Volunteer Fire Co. vvevenne. 89 — 169 —
Vol. Ambulance ...... e 12 — 12 —
Forestry 13 — 13 —
Fish & Game . e D — 12 —
Total e .. 425 5 S18.5 16

The next study made was to estimate the cost to various
agencies and advise them on the amounts to set aside from
their budget for this purpose. T'he {following tabulation indi-
cates those amounts recommended to he set aside to meet
these expenses and the actual amount charged for the entire
period from September 1, 1955, to June 31, 1956.

Estimated Amount of Actual
Agency Money Recommended Charges Made
*State Police Department ... 0,610.00 § 0.732.67
Department of Civil Defense 1.802.10 721.20
(I'ire Net)
*Highway Department e 3.203.52 1.014.40
*Flighway Planning .o, 87.95 45.49
*Crossing  Division . 525.35 529.75
Civil Defense (Organizational).... 290.82 23.97
*Civil Defense Control Centers...... 441.48 842.34
**\Volunteer Fire Companies ............ 4443.75 3.550.31
*State Forestry Departnient ... 220.20 316,50
Game and Fish Commission ... 331.80 298.98

*  These totals do not include charges made for painting towers,

painting of Police ‘I'roops, additional intercom units and installa-
tion of same. six to twelve volt conversions, repair for hurricane
damage. whicl in part was reimbursable by insurance, cte.

#5 This total includes charges made for volunteer ambulances.
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In addition to the purchasing and stockpiling of tubes,

equipment, etc., through the facilities of this Division, com-
plete operational and procedure manuals were prepared in
quantity for the State Police Division, State Highway Depart-
ment, and voluntcer fire companies, the expense of which was
wholly borne by this Division.

Further planning for the coming fiscal vear includes in
part:

Fxpansion of repair facilitics.

Lixpansion of the Highway Department radio svstem to
a complete State-wide network.

Frequency change for the State Police Division to that

part of the radio spectrum where their radio communications
network will he comparatively free from interference.

Planning modern communications facilities i the new
State Police Administration Headquarters, so they will be
second to none.

And last bt not least: continual eritical scrutinization of
our entire operation with the thought of additional economy
as well as better service to all State agencies.

Very respectfully submitted,

STAFT CAPT. 8. H. P. STANT







