STATE POLICE REPORT

CALENDAR YEAR 1955

FOR STATE HIGHWAY

REPORT FISCAL YEAR 54-55

July 1, 1955

To the Chairman and Members of the
State Highway Commission
Dover, Delaware

Gentlemen:

I respectfully submit herewith a report of th eactivities
of the State Police Division for the calendar year 1954.

The report includes the important items in each of the
State Police Divisions.

The excellent support and assistance rendered by the
members of the State Highway Commission is sincerely
appreciated.

Very truly yours,

COLONEL HARRY S. SHEW
Superintendent
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ADMINISTRATION and ORGANIZATION

The Executive Division of the Delaware State Police
was broadened to include an additional Major, known in
the organization as a “Field Force Commander”.

The increased responsibilities of the Superintendent
and the Executive Officer left them little time for personnel
problems. Realizing the importance of these problems and
of an annual interview with all members of the Department,
the Commission authorized the rank of Major, assigned as
%ield Force Commander, in charge of field activity and per-
sonnel problems. On July 15, 1954, Captain Frederick K.
Lamb was promoted to the rank of Major, and assigned to
this position.

It is felt that the work of the Field Force Commander
will be a great benefit to morale, and will create a closer
liaison between the Executive Division and the field.

On May 15, 1954, the Diamond State Telephone Com-
pany completed the installation of a 7-station inter-Depart-
mental teletype. The installation of the teletype system with-
in the Department has accomplished many things. There is
much closer contact between the State Police and the Motor
Vehicle Division (in whose office a teletype machine was
also installed), in the furnishing of licensing and registration
information to the field. This will free the radio network,
which had become overburdened because of the length of
time required to copy this information; Departmental tele-
phone bills will be reduced; the transmission of information
wherein accuracy is of the utmost importance will be great-
ly facilitated; and, lastly, it will permit Headquarters to
transmit messages in written form to all Troops, as in the
case of General Orders, instructions, etc.

During 1954, there was designed and presented to all
retired members a Certificate of Service, showing they had
completed twenty years of service with the Department,
and, as a result thereof, had been honorably retired. These
certificates were signed by The Honorable J. Caleb Boggs,
Governor of the Siate of Delaware; Hugh R. Sharp, Jr.,
Chairman of the State Highway Commission; and Colonel
Harry S. Shew, Superintendent of the Delaware State Po-

lice.

On April 19, 1954, Captain C. Preston Poore was award-
ed a three weeks' scholarship at the Northwestern Univers-
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ity Traffic Institute, in Evanston, Illinois. This was the
fourth such scholarship awardeda 1o Captain Poore, and
completes the course in Driver Training — Driver Improve-
ment. These scholarships are awarded by the American
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators.

The Delaware State Police were honored by the elec-
tion of Major Carl Schnetter, Executive Officer, as President
of the Harvard Associates in Police Science, during their
annual convention held at Richmond, Virginia, on June 10,
1954.

On July 15, 1954, the following promotions were made:
Lieutenant Walter J. Shaffer to Captain
Lieutenant John W. Conrad to Captain
Lieutenant Cazenove C. Seitz to Captain
Lieutenant Samuel H. P. Stant to Captain

Sergeant Harry C. Stevens to Lieutenant

With the May 15th ruling of the United States Supreme
Court, holding that segregation within the public schools of
the couniry was unconstitutional, a potential police prob-
lem was sensed, especially in the southern portion of the
State. At that time, the Department took steps to keep its
finger on the pulse of the feelings in that area; and in Sep-
tember, 1954, when several Negro students were admitted to
the Milford High School, the Department was abreast of the
situation. While feelings ran high in the area, there was no
actual disorder; and it is felt this was due to the preparation
and understanding of the problem by the State Police, and
the impariial avtivege dispe. yoa %y tnem throushout the en-
tire period of the situation.

Our Department was again honored on a national scale
when J. H. Tyler McConnell, a former Chairman of the State
Highway Commission, was selected to address the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Folice at their annual conven-
tion in New Orleans, Louisiana on September 27th. Mr.
McConnell did an outstanding job in covering the subject
of public relations. As an excellent example, he cited the
program used by this Department to assure public accept-
ance, prior to the use of Radar for speed detection. His talk
was well received by all those in attendance.
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ANNUAL REPORT — COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

The Communications Division can look back with con-
siderable pride to another year or great advancement. It
had installed and is operating a private line teletype system,
had developed an even more efficient radio communications
service organization, witnessed the beginning of a much
needed state owned highway radio system, assisted in the
establishment of an operating organization made up of rep-
resentatives of all state agencies interested in radio com-
munications and had shown excellent progress in assigned
duties for Civil Defense.

The Delaware State Police radio system, since its in-
stallation in 1941, has grown and is used by many depart-
ments within the state. The State }ish and Game Commis-
sion is now reporting to the various Troops by radio and
their wardens are receiving many of their assignments in
this manner. The Delaware Memovial Bridge has been op-
erating radio along with the State Folice, not only for close
police coordination, but for administrative convenience of
their maintenance personnel. The State Highway Depart-
ment made use of the radio facilities by placing a small
number of radio units in operation in all three counties to
help with some of their administrative problems. Various
additional volunteer ambulances, municipal police, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, Department of Civil Defense
and New Castle County Police have operated in our radio
net for quite some time. With all this activity, it has been
very advantageous to have our own private line teletype
system. With this system, a confidential typewriiten mess-
age can be sent to any member of the State Police, to any
Troop or to the Motor Vehicle Department for license in-
formation. This system has not only resulted in more radio
“on the air” time to carry out the aforementioned assign-
ments, and greatly simplified administrative tasks, but has
also made possible considerable saving in time and associa-
ted expense.

Steady progress has been made in the radio mainten-
ance performed by civilian technicians to keep the radio
communications equipment operating in the best possible
manner. This has resulted from a continued program in ad-
vanced service methods and vigorous preventive mainten-
ance schedules. Each technician has been assigned specified
responsibilities and does this work automatically.
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Col. Shew inspecting new teletype installation
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In the latter part of thz past year, the State Highway
Department started the construcion of their own radio com-
munications system. Base station facilities were purchased
and placed in operation at the Delaware Memorial Bridge,
with control points at the County Division Engineers Office
in New Casile and another located at their main county
maintenance shop near State Road. Thirty-seven mobile
radio units in administrative cars and maintenance trucks
were installed.

Also, during this past year, a thorough study was made
by a committze formed of all state agencies interested in
Radio Communications. Chairman of this committee is the
Director of the State Police Communications Division. This
study has resulted in a better understanding of the proper
use of radio and the problems involved, together with re-
commended legislation for greater economy. This commit-
tee was appointed by the Goverrnor and is still functioning.

Civil Defense assignments of the Communications Divi-
sion have also shown progress. Installing of emergency
equipment in the various control centers has been completed
and a program of instruction for civilian personnel to oper-
ate this equipment, in the event of activation, is well under
way. The Air Defense Commission equipment, used to
sound Air Raid Warning devices by radio throughout our
State, is now operating satisfactorily. This has made Dela-
ware the most advanced of any state in the dissemination of
Air Raid Warnings. This operation is anothzr responsibility
of the State Police Communications Division.
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TRAFFIC BUREAU

The problem of safety on our sireets and highways can
never be divorced from its humanitarian implications. Mo-
tor vehicle accidents kill and disable people, as well as liter-
ally steal money from our pockets,

The average citizen should realize that, whether or not
he is directly involved in an accident, he pays:
He pays in the form of increased insurcnce rates.
He pays in increased taxes.
He pays in physical pain and suffering and loss of
earning power, when he is directly invelved in
accidents.

The Traffic Bureau, recognizing the seriousness of the
traffic accident problem, has dedicated itself to the reduc-
tion in lives lost, injury and property damage. The Bureau
has constantly suggested changes in procedure, and the use
of the latest type equipment in the war on accidents, such
as:

1. The use of plain cars to apprehend the chronic
but wary violator.

2. Plain clothes troopers in plain cars to suppress
drag races on public highways.

3. Increased use of radar, by extending its use into
the hours of darkness.

4. Special emphasis placed on the drinking driver.

5. The use of civilian crossing guards at school
crossings, to release much needed police per-
sonnel for over-all police work.

6. More thoroughly acquainting the puolic with
the traffic problem through the media of radio,
television, newspapers and speeches before
schools, civic groups, industrial groups, State
employees and the Military.

The work of the department, plus the cooperation and
support of the coordinating safety agencies, in our opinion,
played an important part in the excellent traffic accident re-
cord for 1954.

Durin the year, the State Police patrolled 2,561,791 miles,
an increase of 8% over the 2 364,809 miles patrolled in 1953,
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TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT

During the year, there were 18,231 arrests made for vio-
lations of the traffic laws, an increase of 30% over 1953 ar-
rests. Of these, 17,871, or 98%, resulted in convictions.

Since the primary purpose of traffic law enforcement is
to prevent accidents, enforcement was directed toward dan-
gerous moving or accident producing violations. As a re-
sult, 16,324, or 90%, of the total arrests were for dangerous
moving violations, an increase of 3,987 in this type of arrest
over the year 1953.

The increase in traffic arrests is due to the large amount
of speed violations; this is explained by the extensive use of
radar in 1954.

Arrests for other violations were just about the same, by
comparison, for the 1953 and 1954 figures

The list of offenses and the number of arrests for each
are as follows:

ARRESTS MADE FOR DANGEROUS MOVING

VIOLATIONS

1953 1954
Operating under the influence 192 259
Speed violations ... . 6652 11048
Right-of-way ____ . . 297 298
Wrong sideofroad ... 285 264
Reckless Driving ... ... 938 870
Improper passing .. ... SR 522 614
Failure to signal __ .. . 115 85
Disregarded stop sugn or SIgnal ___________________________ 1050 1005
Passed stopped school bus . .. . ST 13 13
Improper turning ... . . ... 178 196
Assault and Battery by Motor Vehicle .25 18
Manslaughter .. - R 22 37
Following too close 160
Miscellaneous dangerous moving violations .. 231 95

ARRESTS MADE FOR EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS

Light violations ... .. 54 57
Brake violations S . 250 212
Flare violations ... . - R 198 79
Other equipment violations ... 124 118



ARRESTS MADE FOR PEDESTRIAN VIOLATIONS

Tie cestricn intoxicrtion T {14 387
Othrr pedestrian violations . e . ... T4 94

ARRESTS MADE FOR LICENSE AND REGISTRATION

1953 1954

Driver License violations .. .. R 1076 1180

Registration and title violations ... . 177 198
Operating during period of suspension or

revocation ... ... ... 113

ARRESTS MADE FOR MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS

Parking violations ... S 242 240
Oversize and overweight violations ... . 203 118
Leaving scene & failure to report accident ... 328 315
Operating motor vehicle without consent .. 34 29
Others .. S : . 165 204

It has been the policy of this Department to have the
Trooper, who has personal contact with the violator, decide
as to what type enforcement he feels would be the most
effective deterrent to that individual. Accordingly, our
Troopers issued 101,157 written reprimands to drivers and
2,734 reprimands to pedestrians during 1954
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PI1

CitTy OF 9 FATAL ACCIDENTS $ 239,800
WILMINGTON 11 PERSONS KILLED

582 PER.INJ.ACC, 644,050
— 099 INJURED
= 2214 PROP.DAM.ACC. 553,500
2805 TOTAL COST 1,457.350
4
DELAWARE'S 1954
ESTIMATED ECONOM/C
LOSS from traffic accidents
STATE EXCEPT 75 FATAL ACCIDENTS 1,809,500
WILMINGTON 83 PERSONS KILLED
— & LT 1054 PER. INJ. ACC. 1,558,000
- = 29> 1640 INJURED
B/ \~—4006 PROP. DAM. ACC. 1,001,500
TOTAL ACC. 5135 4,369,000

*STATEWIDE TOTAL $85,826,350



MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

In 1954, there were 5,135 accidents tabulated by the
Traffic Bureau. Of these, 4,639 were investigated by the
State Police, and 766 were investigated by Municipal and
County Police and reports forwarded to this Bureau.

For the first time in 10 years, the constant increase in
traffic accidents seems to have been halted. While total
figures indicate an increase, it is pointed out that 1954 was
the first time reports were received from the County Police
and the city of Milford. These departments reported a total
of 262 accidents, and when these figures are deducted from
the total for comparson, a reduction of 0.4% is indicated
for the over-all accident picture, with decreases of 10.87% in
fatal accidents, 2.9% in personal injury accidents, and an
increase of 1.0 in property damage accidents.

There were 75 fatal accdents which resulted in 83 per-
sons losing their lives, and 1,054 personal injury accidents
resulting in 1,640 persons being injured.

The large amount of transient traffic is reflected by
the fact that 28.4% of drivers involved in all accidents, and
35.1% of the drivers involved in fatal accidents, were resi-
dents of other states.

The problem of the drinking driver becomes more ap-
parent, when we consider that 52% of the fatal accidents
involved either a drinking driver or a drinking pedestrian.
This problem is also reflected in the number of hit-and-run
accidents. Experience has shown that many times the rea-
son a driver will leave the scene is because he has been
drinking, and does not wish to face the police in that con-
dition. During 1954, there were 159 hit-and-run accidents
reported; of these, 135 were solved by investigation, and the
drivers apprehended.
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SUMMARY OF TYPES OF MOTOR
VEHICLES INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS

PASSENGER CAR
PASSENGER CAR §TRAILER
PASS. CAR & HOUSE TRAILER
TRUCK

TRUCK & TRAILER
TRUCK TRACTOR
TRUCK TRAC.&SEMI.TRL.
OTHER COMBINATIONS
OTHER TRACTOR
TAXICAB

BUS

SCHOOL BUS
MOTORCYCLE
OTHER

NOT STATED

TOTAL VEHICLES

166

ALL
ACCIDENTS

FATAL
ACCIDENTS
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©

4
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13

12
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TABLE A—TYPE OF ACCIDENT, URBAN.RURAL LOCATION
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1. Urban-Rural Location
T
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TABLE B—AGE, SEX, and RACE of KILLED and INJURED PERSONS
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TABLE E—DIRECTIONAL ANALYSIS
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CRIMINAL DIVISION

Following it the Fifteenth Annual Report covering the
calendar year of January 1, 1394 to December 31, 1954.

Crime in rural Delaware increased less than one (1) per-
cent over the 1953 figure. A total of 6268 cases were inves-
tigated by the State Police, of which 86.9% were cleared
either by arrest or investigation. Again this Department is
very proud of the percentage of cases cleared, as this is very
high in comparison with national figures. It not only re-
tlects the ability of our officers, but also shows the value of
the training they have received in this field.

AUTO THEFTS:

Auto thefts increased 9.% over the 1953 figures of 95
cars having been stolen.

During the year 1954 there were 105 cars stolen, all of
which were recovered.

ROBB*RY AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS:

Robbery cases for the year 1954 remained the same as
in 1953.

Aggravated Assaults have increased slightly in 1954
over the calendar year 1953, as our officers investigated 40
cases in 1954 as compared to 36 for the year 1953.

EREAKING AND ENTERING W/I LARCENY:

Breaking and Entering for the year 1954 has shown a
definite increase, as officers from this Department investi-
gated 508 cases as compared to 440 cases for the year 1953.

Detectives were successful in breaking up several gangs
of both juveniles and adults who were responsible for num-
erous breaking and enterings into business establishments
and for many safe jobs.

The capture of Sonny Boy Thompson on November 29,
1954 not only climaxed the search for the long sought es-
caped prisoner from the New Castle County Workhouse, but
also cleared numerous Breaking and Enterings into homes
located in Troop #1 territory.
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The Criminal Division wishes to acknowledge its appre-
ciation to all uniformed personnel for their spendid coopera-
tion and assistance in criminal cases. Our record could not
have been made possible without their untiring efforts and

assistance.
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DELAWARE STATE POLICE

CRIMINAL STATISTICS

- Aol 1953 195k 1953 195L 1953 195 1953
1. Criminal homicide:
() Mugder 20d_ oonneglls 13 12 12 8 2 3] 11 8
® wmw by ne- o) 3 0 2 0 0 C 3
2. Rape 6 N 2 3 3 1 3 3
3. Robbery 21 21 9 10 0 1 17 25
“A P— Lo 36| 33| 30 o 0 L1l 37
. marl 508 | Lho| 1B5| 196 Lh6| 22 | 353] L95
C.leny.-dldl (except auto T
'(h:)‘:“;o and over in value 130 110 21\[ 25 S— _§_ 6 39 Bh
() Undersioo n vatae .| — LU 539|215 179 23 60 361| 280
1. Auto et -mmz, L9328 er) 7| .l 57| s
31,5 L] 6] 10 L 7
o rae s e | 12 L, 1209] 51| wen| 95 12, | 886] 931
8. Furll:: ::duc-;u.:.t‘nfemn [ - 607 — 50 Sb' ’ 3 i 2 h’? hB
9. Embezslement and fraud .. l}_LL RN LS OO 3
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Pazxr III Crasszs
15. Other assaults

16. Weapons—carrylng,  pos-
waing, etc. ..
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and R

18. Narcotic drug laws ...
19. Liquoe laws
20. Drunkenness . .
11. Disorderly conduct .

1. Vagrancy ... —

13, Gambling .|

14. Mining persons and run-
s -

18. Insanity cases handled . [....==..|  _EX

16. Suiclde case [nvestigated

17, Sudden deaths investigated
8. P.lmaimlnll complaints
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DELAWARE STATE POLICE
COMPARISON OF RURAL DELAWARE
CRIME TRENDS FOR 1954 OVER 1953
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CRIMINAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1954

Class 1 1.1% Decrease
Class 2 42.4% Increase
Class 3 3.99¢ Decrease

CASES CLEARED

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Average
1953 47.1% 76.3% 95.3% 72.9%
1954 47.7% 76.8% 99.8% 86.9%

VALUE PROPERTY STOLEN AND RECOVERED

1953 1954

Total value of property stolen .. $104,894.55 $108,344.38
Total value of property recovered 27,379.15 25,915.42

(a) Recovered (D.S.F) ______ 43,125.00 67,495.00

(b) Recovered (Other

Jurisdictions) ... .. 57,775.00 30,410.00

(¢) Recovered Otherwise . ___. 3,700.00
Percent of stolen property

recovered ... . . . _ 26.1% 23.9%
Value of property recovered

for other jurisdictions ... 131,891.25 58,288.18
Total value of property recovered

by D.S. P. .. S . 202,395.40  151,698.60

BURGLARIES

This offense increased 15.4% over 1953,
with 508 cases bzing reporied as compared
to 440 in 1953. A total of 45.4% of the cases
were cleared through investigation or

arrest.
1953 1954
Cases . ol . . 440 Cases .. ... 508
Cleared ... ... . 495 Cleared ... 45.4%
BY TROOP
TROOP 1 2 3 4 5 TOTALS

Number of cases . 83 262 44 73 46 508
Number cleared ... 53 122 25 20 22 242
Percentage cleared 63.8 465 568 273 478 476
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LARCENY

Larceny increased 4.6 during 1954, with 41.8%
of the cases being cleared.

1953 1954
Caszs e 644 Cases ____ . 674
Cleared 37.8% Cleared . 41.8%
BY TROOP
1 2 3 4 5 Total

Number of cases 129 282 28 144 91 674
Number of cases

cleared 50 107 18 48 59 282
Percentage
cleared 387 37199 64 333% 64.89% 41.8%
HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION
TROOP CASES CLEARED ARRESTS
TROOP #1 1 1 1
TROOP #2 2 2 1
TROOP #3 .. 2 2 2
TROOP #4 ... 2 3 2
TROOP #5 6 5 5
TOTALS 13 13 1

DISPOSITION OF CRIMINAL ARRESTS

The following are dispositions of arrests exclusive of
persons arrested for more than one offense, released to other
authorities, released to juvenile authorities, etc.

1029 Defendants had fines imposed totaling $27,777.50.

263 Defendants were sentenced to 144 years and 8
months.

1 Defendant was sentenced to Life Imprisonment.

132 Defendants were sentenced in default of fine.

9 Defendants had sentences suspended.

60 Defendants had cases withdrawn by Complainant.

81 Defendants had cases Nolle Prossed by Attorney Gen-
eral.

72 Defendants had cases dismissed by Magistrate,

280 Defendants had cases dismissed by Family Court.

32 Defendants had cases dismissed by Court of Common
Pleas.
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101 Persons were paroled to 141 years, 1 month and 10
days.

24 Persons committed to State Institutions.

325 Persons released to other authorities.

AUTO THEFTS AND RECOVERIES

1954
1953 1954
Number of car theflis
Rural Delawara _. } 05 105
Total Recovered (Item 1) i a0 105
(a) Recovered (State Pohce) . 45 78
(b) Recovered (Other Jurisdiz 10105) 44 29
(¢) Recovered Oiherwise 1 0
Percent of stolen cars recovered
(Rural Delaware) - 517 199,
Automobiles recovered for othor
jurisdictions .. 43 i3
Automobiles recovered for Wilming )ton
Police Department - 47 [
Total cars recovered by Delawere
State Folice . 135 153
AUTO THEFTS BY TROO?
1954
TROOP 1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL
Thefts .. 23 38 Y 19 16 105
Recovered (S. P) ,,,,,, T 24 7 14 14 66
Recovered (Other
Jurisdictions) . . 12 I 2 3 1 29
Recovered Otherwise 1 0 0 0 0 1
Recovered for
Wilmington P. D. 2 8 ] 0 0 10
Recovered for other
Jurisdictions 13 26 9 4 10 62
Cars Remaining Stolen 0 0 0 0 0 0

RELEASED TO OTHER AUTHORITIES

a

1953 1954
Army = . . . 39 19
Court of Common Please e - 0 31
Delaware Colony ... .. 0 0




Dover Police Department . ... . . __
Family Court . 16
Federal . ] .
Ferris Industrial School . ... 2
Gov. Bacon Health Center .~
Harrington Police Department . .
Juvenile Authorities e
Kent County Jail . I
Kentucky . e
Kruse School . .. . .
Maryland
Massachusetts ... ... e
Middletown Police Department .. .. ______ .
Navy .. - :
New Castle County Workhouse ... ... ...
New Castle Police Department
New Jersey - S

New York ... ... .. -
North Carolina ___ . .. . . .
Others
Parents . e
Pennsylvania . .. -
Postal Authorities . ... _
Seaford Police Department . . __
State Hospital ..
Sussex County Prison ... ..
Virginia S
Wilmington Police Department ...
Woodshaven School . .

Totals
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OFFENSES COMMITTED BY JUVENILES

AND MINORS

1954

1953
Adultery ... . .. 0
Arson . . S 5]
Assault . 1
Assault & Battery . e 11
Agsault W/l toRape . . 2
Bastardy . 1
B&E-Larceny = . .. ... . 198
c.cbw 2
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Discharging Firearms ...

Disorderly Conduct

Disturbing the Peace
Drunk & Disorderly .

Escapee

False Pretense .

Federal
Forgery ...
Fugitive

Gambling

Indecent Exposure =

Incorrigible
Larceny . . . .
Larceny Motor Vehicle

LiquOI‘ LaWS 77777777777777777777 e e

Malicious Mischief ...
Material Witness o

Miscellaneous
Non-Support . ... ...
Parole Violator . ____
Rape .

Receiving Stolen Goods ... ...

Robbery

[

Runaways
Threats . ...

Toying Female Minor

Trespassing

Vagrancy
Vio. Age Consent
Sodomy

Worthless Checks =

TOTALS
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MINOR AND JUVENILE ARRESTS

BY AGE
1954
AGE 1953
e-1 ... - . . 70
12 25
13 . 30
4 51
15 . L 62
6 - 92
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.. S - 84 67

8 R 80 73
19 e R L 40 100
20 . L R 25 50
TOTALS . . . 559 590
NIGHT PATROLS
1954
TROOP NUMBER
#1 35,339
#2 37,241
#3 8,510
#4 14,265
#5 12,231
TOTAL 107,586

178




STATE POLICE PATROL MILES
EQUIVALENT TO 103 TIMES
AROUND THE WORLD. -------

24902 MILES AROUND THE WORLD
STATE POLICE PATROLLED -
1,561,791 MILES OR THE EQUIV-

ALENT OF A 103 TIMES AROUND
THE WORLD.
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THE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION

The continued upward trend of criminal activity in 1954 '
was reflected in the work of the Identification Bureau. There
were 3572 fingerprint cards submitted to the Bureau in com-
parison to 3239 in 1953, an increase of 10.2%

In an attempt to alleviate some of the work involved in
taking and processing fingerprints of persons arrested re-
peatedly for misdemeanors, the Bureau inaugurated a new
fingerprint card form known as “Record of Additional Ar-
rest”. This form is used in lieu of the regular fingerprint
card which requires that all ten fingers be printed. With
the new form it is only necessary to print one finger to es-
tablish positive identification of the Subject, thereby elim-
inating a great deal of work.

The value of fingerprints for personal identification was
demonstrated many times during thes past year in cases
 handled by this Department.

In December, 1953, several lives were lost following a
collision between two tankers on the Delaware River. In
March, 1954, a body was found floating in the Delaware
River near Edgemoor. The body was viewed by several
crewmen from the tankers, but due to the advanced stage of
decomposition of the body from being immersed in water
for so long a time, visual identification was impossible. Fin-
gerprints were taken by a member of the Bureau, and upon
comparing these with fingerprints taken when the subject
was hired by the shipping company, a positive identification
was made. The identification made it possible for the Sub-
ject’s widow to receive immediately the benefits of an in-
surance policy which would otherwise have been withheld
for a period of seven years, after which the insured would
have been presumed to be dead.

Another instance was the case of a victim of a hit and
run accident. The body of a man bearing no identification
was found lying beside the highway. Through fingerprints,
an identification was made, making it possible to notify the
victim’s family and keep him from burial in Potter’s Field as
unknown.

In the above cited cases, identification would have been
impossible without fingerprints.
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IDENTIFICATION REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 1954

1. Applicants: R o
2. Fersonal fingerprint cards received: ... ... 1
3. Wanted circulars received: 1026
4. Wanted circulars cancelled: . ... 1218
5. Criminal fingerprint cards and their contributors:
Troop #!1 189 Rehoboth P. D. 20
Troop #2 511 Newark P.D. =~ .. 25
Troop #3 390 Dover P.D. . . 382
Troop #4 487 Smyrna P. D, 7
Troop #5 ... . 273 N.CC.P.D . 1
N.C.C. W. ... 920 Del. Mem. Bridge =~ . 13
S.C P 346 Other P. D. . 8
3572
6. Criminal fingerprints by race and sex:
White Male 1768 White Female = 113
Black Male 1504 Black Female . 187
3572
7. Frevious Arrest: e 1201
8. Indices checked for other investigating agencies: __ 5539
9. Photographic Service:
Department Negatives Photos Photostatic
Name Developed Printed  Conies Printed
Headquarters bk 751 3
Troop #1 110 68 25
Troop #2 212 207 25
Troop #3 152 111 6
Troop #4 229 174 36
Troop #5 174 198 2
Totals 1241 1509 167
2917
10. Rogues Gallery:
White Race 535
Colored Race 427 962
11. Firearm Registration:
Revolvers
and Pistols . 131
Shotguns 19
Rifles _ _ 19 169
12. Stolen Firearms: 82
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TOTAL IDENTIFICATION DATA ON FILE

1953 1954
13. Criminal Fingerprints: .. ... 633317 66909
14. Criminals with Previous Records: 29568 30859
15. Personal Identification Fingerprints: 16179 16180
16. Firearms Registered: . 3432 3601
17. Rogues Gallery:
White Race . e e 10773 11308
Colored Race e e . 8743 9170

COMPARISON OF 1953 AND 1954

1953 1954

1. Applicants: . ... . 129 5

2. Personal identification fmgerprmts received: 120 1
3. Wanted circulars received: . C ... 1274 1026

4. Wanted circulars cancelled: _ _ .. 1091 1218

5. Criminal fingerprints: = .. ... ... ___ 3239 3572

6. Previous arrest: . .. 1164 1291

7. Indices checked for other agenmes ,,,,,, 6000 5539

8. Photographic service: = ... 3401 2917

9. Rogues gallery: = Lo - . 851 962

10. Firearms Registered: = 221 169
11. Stolen firearms: _ ... 2 82

TRAINING

On January 4, 1954, thirty Recruit Troopers were ad-
ministered the oath of officz by The Honorable Clarence A.
Southerland, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the
State of Delaware. This was the first occasion in the his-
tory of the Department that formal graduation exercises
for Recruits had been conducted. The exercises were held
in, the Field House of the Dover High School, Dover, Dela-
ware, and were attended by approximately 1,000 persons.
It is felt that administering the oath in this manner adds
dignity to the oath, and prestige to the Department and the
Recruits.

Following is the schedule of the graduation exercises:
8:00 P.M.

INVOCATION
The Reverend Paul C. Taggert
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Gov, J. Caleb Boggs pins badge on recruit trooper.

183




Chief Justice Clarence , lSoutherland addresses recruil graduation class

184




PRESENTATION OF CLASS
Lieutenant Cazenove C. Seitz,
Director of Training

RECEPTION OF CLASS
Colonel Harry S. Shew Superintendent

RESPONSE FROM THE CLASS
Trooper George Richard Palmer

OATH OF OFFICE

The Honorable Clarence A. Southerland,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

of the State of Delaware

GRADUATION ADDRESS

Mr. Hugh H. Clegg,

Assistant Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS AND BADGES
The Honorable J. Caleb Boggs,
Governor of the State of Delaware
And
Mr. Hugh R. Sharp, Jr.
Chairman, Delaware State Highway Commission

BENEDICTION
The Reverend William C. Hitchens

DOVER HIGH SCHOOL BAND
Harold E. Haines, Jr., Director

At the same time, four members of the Delaware Mem-
orial Bridge Police also received their oath of office and
certificates showing they had satisfactorily completed their
course of instruction.

" Those receiving the oath of office were:

DELAWARE STATE POLICE

William Francis Bishop
Dwight Marion Donald Boyce
John Wesley Brickner
Thomas Frederick Buckmaster
George Joseph Bundek
William Alexander Douty, Jr.
William Charles Elton
Thomas Howard Everett
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Herman Benjamin Gray, Jr.
Gene Elroy Godwin

Paul Luther Gerhardt Hasskarl
Albert John Homiak

James Earheart Jackson, 111
Williamm Henderson Kee
William Knecht, Jr.

Donald Stayton Lawson
Irvin William Little
Francis Edward Melvin
Robert Daniel Mitchell
Charles Edmund Nabb
Leroy Brown O’Neal
George Norton Owens, 111
George Richard Palmer
Olas Edward Smith
Coleman Stoops

Robert Franklin Stuart
John Franklin VanSant
John Wilbur Walls, Jr.
William James Wells
Thomas Eugene Womach

DELAWARE MEMORIAL BRIDGE POLICE

John Francis Boyer, Jr.
Harry Passmore Cloud
Roger Pomeroy Elderkin, Jr.
George Robert Marine

The Thirteenth Annual In-Service Training School of
the Delaware State Police was conducted in the House
Chambers of Legislative Hall, Dover, Delaware, during the
weeks of November 8th and November 29th. The theme of
this In-Service School was ‘“Human Relations as They Affect
the Police in Dealing with Minority Groups and Minority
Problems”.

The following were guest speakers at this school:

Mr. J. Russell Prior,
Police Division,
Federal Civil Defense Administration

Lieutenant Samuel A. Walton &
Sergeant Ben E. Denton,
Virginia State Police
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Lieutenant George McManus,
Police Academy,
New York City Police Department

Mr. Andrew D. Christie,
Legislative Reference Bureau

Coloncel D. Preston Lee,
State Director,
Department of Civil Defense

During the week of March 15, 1954, one week’s training
was afforded by the Delaware State Police, in cooperation
with the Wilmington Bureau of Police and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, to local and town police officers
throughout the State. Forty police officers from Delaware
towns, the New Castle County Rural Police, and the Wilm-
ington Park Police were in attendance. The Course includ-
ed: Practical Use of Firearms, Instruction on the Motor Ve-
hicle Code, Accident Investigation, Law of Arrest, Law of
Evidence, Criminal Investigation, and other allied police
subjects. It is felt that these schools are most helpful, in
that not only are the local police officers given instructions
in proper police methods and procedures, but, also, it leads
to a spirit of good will and greater cooperation among the
three listed organizations and the town and rural police of-
ficers.

The State Highway Commission authorized the selec-
tion of two members of the Department, by competitive ex-
aminations, tobe recommended for scholarships to the
Southern Police Institute, Louisville, Kentucky. As a re-
sult of the competitive examinations, Corporal Herace B.
Willey was selected to attend the Institute, from which he
was graduated December 10, 1954, Lieutenant Sterling E.
Simonds, who placed second in the examinations, has been
enrolled, and it is expected that he will be accepted for the
Spring Class of 1955.
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SUPPLY DIVISION
1954

During the calendar year 1954, in addition to the routine
duties of the Supply Division of equipping officers with uni-
forms, printing Departmental forms, maintaining records of
expenditures, maintaining records of attendance and pre-
paring payrolls, certain outstanding activities and purchases
took place which are worthy of note. Additional fire fight-
ing equipment was purchased and installed in the various
Troop buildings and garages in the interests of safety and
also to reduce insurance rates.

Another Radar unit was obtained and placed in service
in March, making a total of four units now in use by the De-
partment. At least one more unit is needed so that each of
the five Troops will have one for its exclusive use. At the
present time, Troops at Georgetown and Bridgeville are
sharing the use of one unit.

In June, the outside of Headquarters building was pain-
ted. Other buildings of the Department need painting, in-
side and out, which will be as the monies become available.

An air conditioning unit was installed in the lie detec-
tor room at Headquarters. This was necessary for the com-
fort and health of the operator, since both the door and
window of the room must be kept closed at all times to ex-
clude extraneous noises, which would affect the results of
tests being conducted.

A new well was drilled at Dover Troop. This was ne-
cessitated by the fact that the water supply in the old well
failed.

An Emerson Resuscitator was purchased to replace the
old E. & J. Resuscitator Unit at Dover Troop. The new unit
is much lighter than the old one and is much easier to handle
and can be transported to locations where needed much
faster, especially if it should have to be carried any distance.

On October 15, 1954, during Hurricane Hazel, damage
was incurred to the roofs and neon signs of the various
Troops and to the radio tower at Georgetown. All neces-
sary repairs have been made with the exception of the radio
tower, which is in the process of being completed. These
damages were, of course, covered by insurance.
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Departmental vehicles were driven a total of 2,561,791
miles during the year, which is an increase of 196,982 miles
over the previous year. This increase was brought about by
the addition of twenty-four new Troopers to the force and
by the over-all increase in activities. Cost of replacement
parts totalled $12,024.01, which was a considerable increase
over the previous year. This was due to the fact that our
fleet was becoming worn out because of inadequate funds
for replacements.
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ANNUAL REPORT — FIREARMS DIVISION

During 1954 the East Coast Police Pistol League was
changed to the Delaware State Police Pistol League. The
purpose of this league is to train other law enforcement of-
ficers in Safety and the proper use of their firearms. Due
to the expense involved, these officers from other depart-
ments have no firearms training. During the winter
months classes are held on the indoor range at Headquar-
ters; the summer classes are held on the range located at
the Delaware Memorial Bridge. Over one hundred law en-
forcement officers attended these classes.

The winter fireams training program for the Delaware
State Police and the Delaware Memorial Bridge Police was
held on the indoor range at Headquarters and the George-
town Armory. Qualifications were made on the Army “L”
target. The summer training program was held on the out-
door range at the Delaware Memorial Bridge. Qualifica-
tions were made on the Practical Pistol Course Target.
During the summer, the Department and Bridge Police used
48,000 rounds of 38 caliber ammunition. Following are the
averages for Headquarters, Delaware Memorial Bridge Po-
lice and the Troops:

WINTER PROGRAM

Headquarters ... 280
Delaware Memorial Bridge ... 255
TroopNo. 1 . 264
Troop No. 2 S 266
Troop No. 3 o 272
Troop No. 4 264
Troop No. 5 _. 262

SUMMER PROGRAM

Headquarters . P S 80.9
Delaware Memorial Bridge ... 79.4
Troop No. 1 .. 72.8
Troop No. 2 - 72.6
Troop No. 3 . ... . 79.0
Troop No. 4 ... . __ R 75.4
Troop No. 5 __. - ... 70.0




Firearms equipment of all Troops and the Bridge Police
was inspected during the year and found to be in excellent
condition,

The Delaware State Police Pistol Team participated in
fourteen pistol matches throughout the Eastern section of
the country and had a very successful year, winning five
e m iropiues and thirty-six individual awards.

The Fifth Annual Delaware State Police Pistol Match
was held on the new range at the Delaware Memorial Bridge
October 2 and 3, 1954. Over five hundred law enforcement
officers attended the two day match. The Delaware State
Police Team lost the first shoot of the Colonel William A.
McWilliams Trophy to the Wilmington Police Department.
This trophy must be won three times for permanent pos-
session.
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ANNUAL REPORT - SAFETY EDUCATION

Everyone should be interested in traffic safety because
it affects the daily life of practically every man, woman and
child in the State. For this reason sound and complete traf-
fic safety information must be presented constantly, and in
as interesting and convincing a way as possible.

Good manners on the streets and highways mean noth-
ing more than obeying the traffic laws. The majority of
Delaware drivers are well informed on what the motor ve-
hicle laws require of them. It is, however, necessary to keep
them informed on new laws, safe driving habits and 4gtti-
tudes.

The safety education program of the State Police is de-
signed not only to help Delaware drivers improve their driv-
ing habits and attitudes, but, also, to make them fully aware
of the most commonplace hazards. It is hoped that through
this program we are able to at least improve the habits and
attitudes of those who appear to be either accident or arrest
prone.

Each year, in the interest of public safety, the Delaware
State Police participate in programs with other safety or-
ganizations such as the Delaware Safety Council, Drivers
Training Program and Civic Safety Groups, and cover such
safety activities as School Safety Programs, Bicycle Rodeos,
Teen-Age Driving Rodeos and Truck Drivers Rodeos.

During 1954 members of the Delaware State Police gave
173 traffic and safety talks to a combined audience of approx-
imately 10,500 persons.

Numerous safety releases were given to newspapers
throughout the State, with particular emphasis being placed
on driving during holidays.

Members of the State Police also transcribed safety
warnings for radio and television prior to each holiday, as
well as appearing on continuing radio safety programs on
Stations W-D-O-V at Dover and W-A-M-S in Wilmington.
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