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Kevin Cunningham, archazolo-
gist with the Delaware Depart-
ment of Transportation, said the
slate has investigated 15,000 sites
m the last 20 years; he estimates
that Delaware contains 25,000 pre-
histeric sites snd 300,000 historic
sites.

“This 15 the most significant
that we have found to date,” he
said,

The peaple whaose artifacts are
being unearthed lived between
1,008 and 5,0 years apo (humans
first came to what 1s now Delaware
10,000 years ago). They were very
mobl]e camping at various sites
throughout the year, and were at-
tracted to the hanks of the 8t
Jones by abundant food and o noe-
igable waterwiy. In addition to
preces ol pottery, Petraglia and his
Lear of archaeclogists, working at
the site for eight months, have dis-
cavered circles of Dre-cracked
rocks - ancient hoarths - - and
projuctile points.

They have alse carclully
seraped ot dirt from what were
gnce pnst holes — shelters were
constructed by shoving bent
saplings in the ground and cover-
g them with bark and branches
— and starage pits. Chris Egghart
of Richmond, E; said charcoal
fram fires often filled in old post
holes. Age of the sile s deteroznied
through curbon-dating, accurate
to within 50 years, of Uhut ehar-
coal,

Petruglia said the Facre site is
unusual because a good portion of
it, the part nearest the river, has
never been cultivated. Ninety-five
percent of Delaware's land bas
been tilled. “This is a fantastic
site” he said, "It's like, the day the
hire went out, the hearth is stili
thore, 1t is almnat I'ompeii-like in
that respect.”

“And this iz stale-of-the-art
analvsis that we are rlomg. here”
added Cunningham. “This 13 nob
being done anywhere vlse in the
nation This 35 a hotbed of expen-
mentation.”

For example, new tochnelogy
allows the excavated soil to be ana-
lyzed chemically for residue {rom
decaved organic matter

"If they were eating rdl.lbits, Wi
will be able ta tell that,” said Pe-
tragaa. "l they were vating plaots
ar rivls, we will be able Lo tell that.
The matter may be degraded, but
the chemistey is still there.”

Archacologist Ned Huite,
owner af Heile Conzulting 1o Cam.
den, ocersionally draps by the site,

Hickory Bluit: H1 gh-tech look at the past

—

Tz Mzas. Jormal GARY EMEIGH

Dawn Corbett of Hartly calalogs artifacts uncovered at Hickory Bluff, where the sofl had never baen cultivated.

“We are actually getling a look at
what people bave theorized about,”
he gaid. gaxing iolo the depths of
an ancient storage pit, Comparing
Rickory Blufl to other sites, he
aaid it 15 the "difference heiween
knowing all ahoul one house ver-
sus knowing all about one lown,
They've got the whole town here”

Cunningham said the state De-
partment of Transportation tries
Lo prescrve imporiant sites as
rouch as possible. A slormamanage.
ment pond that was planned for
part of the Hickory Bluwf site. for
example, has been relocared and
the area for which it was planoed
will remain untouched.

And the excavation el 15 8
furm of preservatinn. Petraglia
said. All artifacts will be stored in
state urchives and all repurds, anal
yaes and Beld notez will be com-
miled inta 2 boak which will he
available to the publie,

“In the past, we were very shel-
tered and now we are wide-open”
he said, “Boports aused to be writ-
ten su thal enly professionals

could read them. and now we write
them for everyone.”

In addition, laymen are we.-
comme b visit the sile, cven te do
some dipgging. “We are going to
new lovels to get to everybody”
saill Cunningham. “It's taxpavers'
muney that we are spending here"

cast of the project so far has
heoen SROOOM) 10 state and federal
gramls - "aml they deserve to he a
part of it

“Thiz 15 5 way of conveying infor-

mation aboul our collsctive hentage
andd history, We get a hetter sonse of
our Iives il we can lake a look at
what ciume Duefore us” said Potraglis,

“All of us here love archealogy”
he said, "We have =acrificed a
great deal to be archaeclogists,
When you start nding towsls, pot-
tery and arrawheads, you really
gel a sense of who these people

Michael Pefraglia, who is directing
the excavation, calls the site “almost
Pompeii-like” In its preservatlon

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

Hickory Bluff is behind the
Delaware Dapartment of Trans-
portaiion building on U.5, 113,
Dower. it will be open to the publc
through the summer from 8 a.m. ta
3 pam. on Tugsdays and Wednes-
days amd other weekdays by ap-
pointment. For delails or 1o ar-
range group tours, call Diane
Halsall, {70:3) 934-2339. Furgen-
, eral information, call Kevin Cun-
{ n'ngham, 7339-3325.

woere We oare hringing this site to
Iife, putiing Qesh on the honoes, We
arc trying to understand life, to
understand vur condition, That is
really what it is all ahout.”
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Dig it: 7
Ancient
campsite
found

By Carlos Holmes
Assistant edilor

DOVER — The preparation of
the 5t. Jones River area for the
constructon of the future Pun-
cheon Run connector has uncov-
ered a major Natlve American
campsite dating as lar back as
5.000 years ago.

Located on the banks of the
river about a half-mile southwest
of the Delaware Department of
Transportation, the site —
known as Hickory Blull — has
become one of the largest
archacological excavations on
the East Coast, said D. Michael
Willlatns, DelDOT spolkesman.

Since archaeologisls began
excavating the site in January
aver 50,000 artifacts have been
unearthed — including potlery,
stone tools, cooking imple-
ments, ancient outdoor fre
hearths and the remains of what
are belleved to have been tem-
parary homes.

Because the site is on a bluflf
overlooking the river, it was one
of the few arcas in Delaware that
has never been culilvated. "It
was a good place for nomadic
people to encarnp. as it was close
to water, food and to a trall
which anlmals used,” Mr
Willlams said.

"The Hickory Bluff site is
almost Pompeli-like in  its
preservation,” said Dr. Michael
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Petraglia, excavation director of
Parson Engineer Science, which
Is conducting the dig, The pre-
served state. he sald, has
allowed for the study and con-
servatlon of whal was a series
of ancient campsiltes.

Mr. Willimins said the site
reveals much abeut how Native
Americans lived which 1ad enly
been theory until now. "The pri-
mary goal 15 to extract as much
hisiory and informatton before
the Puncheon Run construction
is started.” he said.

Construction on the Puncheon
Run connector — which will con-
nect fraffic from US. 13 and

Statl phulo:‘Jo;m ng
Jody Rosentel searches for artifacts at the campsite.

Scuth Slate Street extension to
Del. 1 — is expecied to begin
during the first half of 1999,

Mr. Willtams satd the excava-
tion will continue throughout the
summer into the early fall, and
schools. c¢lubs and other Inler-
ested individuals will be wel-
come 1o tour the site and even
take parl in Lhe dig

The site excavation takes place
from 8 am. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friklay. ‘To arrange a
tour, call Diane Halsall at 760-

2129,
Carlos Holmes can be
reached at 644-6320 or at
carlosh@newszap.conm.
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Archaeologlsts discover major Native American site

SIFTIHNG FQR HISTORY: nrchaeologmt lan Menry sorls stene fragmants found at Hickory Blufl. Photo by Joanna
Wilscn.

AN IMPQRTANT FIND:
John Ruthererd helds up
a fragment of 8 soapstone
towl found at Hickary
Bluf. Phota by Joanna
Wilson.

ATchu‘:]nblsts warkieg for
the Telaware Departmend of
Transportation {Del[207)
have uncoversd a major Na-
Hive American carpsite - dat-
ing from 1,000 to 5,000 years
ago - along the banks of the
5t Jurwes River in Dover

Knoren as " Hickory Blufl,”
the gite has become ene of the
largest archagologicsl excava-
tions on the East Coast Cher
50,000 artifacks have been
unearthed so fan These -
clude pottery, slone taols,
cooking implements, ancienl
putdeor fire hearths, and To-
maing of what are beliveed to
have been brmpoeary homes,

Becavso the sike is on a bluff
owverlooking the river, 1t is one
of the few areas in Delaware
that has never been culti-
vataed.

r. Michael Petraglia, exca-
vation director, said, “The

Hickory Blull sty i3 almast
Pampeii-like in {5 preserva:
tion,” allowing study and
conservation of what was, in
essence, a series of campsites,

The site also reveals much
about expandmg hfestyle in-
formation that had only begn
theory until now. Carbon dat-
ing, plant studics and chemi-
cal analygis from decayed or-
ganic matter arc among the
sophisticated state-of-ite-art
scientifie ferhniques being
used o understand native
activities.

Schoolz, clubs and other
inlerested individuals or
aroups are encouraged to
tour the #lickory Blufi sile
and even take par in the dig.
Site hoursareBam 103 p.m.,
Monday to Friday. To Jearn
e about the dip.cali Kevin
Curmingham at 760-2125. To
arrange for a tour, call Dianc
Halsall at 760-2129.

PREHISTORIC PIT: Archaeotagist John Rutherford, who
is supervising the dig at Hickery Bluff, explaine a deap
pit uncoverad may have heen used for storage by the
ancienl migratory people who passed (htaugh the ares.
Yo help keep the contents dry, sand was added to the pit
for drainage. Photo by Joanna Wilson.



Indian site |
discovered 7/
In Delawal’e Lyt

50,000 artifacts GV »
uncovered so far

FROM WIRE REPOETA

HICEQRY BLUFF, Del — Ar-
chaeologists working for the
Delaware Department of Trans-
portation have uncovered a major
Native American campsite — dat-
Ing from 1,000 te 5,000 years ago —
along the banks of the St. Jones
River in Dover. .

Enown as Hickory Bluff, the site
has become one of the largest ar-
chaeclogical excavations on the
East Cosst. :

More than 50,000 artifacts have
been unearthed. These Include
pottery, stone tools, eooking im-
plements, ancient outdoor fire
hearths, and remains of what are
believed to have been temporary
homes.

Because the site is on a bluff
overlooling the river, it is one of
the few areas in Delaware that
have never been cultivated.

Dr. Michael Petragliz, excava-
tion director, stated; “The Hickory
Bluff site is almos) Pompeii-like in
its preservation,” allowing study
and conservation of what was, in
assence, a series of campsites,

The site also reveals inforrna-
tion that had only been theory un-
til now.

Carbon dating, piant studies
and chemical analysis from de-
cayad organic matfer are among
the scientific techniques being
used to understand native activi-
Lias.

Schools, clubs and individuals
or groups are invited to tour the
Hickory Biuff site and even take
part in the dig. ¢

Site hours are 8 am. to 3 p.am.,
Monday through Friday.

Tolearn more about the dig, call
Michael Petraglia at 703-218-1084
or Kevin Cunningham gt 302-760-
2125, To arrange for a tour, cali
Diane Halsall at 202-T60-21289.





