20th Centu

By the turn of the 20th unturv,
compatition from large roller
mills of the Midwest and North,
and a decling In the area’s
agricultural production, led to
the demise of small rural mills
like Cubbage. The mill was
purchased by
Samual Cubbage
i In 1908,
Inaugurating

a string of
short-tarm

Tha history of Cubbage Mill began with
the transfer of a 400~acre ract in Cedar

William Penn in 1700.
In 1769, John Draper
and Luke Walton
patitioned the Sussex
County Court to arect &

ill on Cadar Creel
John Drapar bullt the first

stmill on the site

between 1776 and 1784,

Following its
decline In tha
19303, the mili
was demolished
in 1954,

Cubbage Mill was rapairs

an 1800-1802 reconstruction (following a 1799 flood)
and rebullding the mill's waterpower system during
transition from waterwheel to lumlne In the 1870:
Mill owners
generations of the Davis Flmlly, benlnnlnq in 1333
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History

property owners.

Cubbage Pond Mill Site

Ar

Most of the nearly 5,000
artifacts collected from the site
related to the construction,
repair, and demolition of the
structure (nails, tools, building
materials). Howaver, the
recovery of 19th and 20th
cantury ceramics and glass
bottles revealed possible
insights into the diet and
health of the millar and mill

hands warking at the site.

The rich archeological lagacy of
Cubbage MIll was uncovered
through excavation, detailed field
sketches, photographs, and
painstaking recordation of
important faatures and artifacts.
Dendrochronoiogy (tree-ring dating) provided important information
about the site’s and that the various
penstock courses (water power system) dated to roughly 1881, 1824,
and 1703,

Archeology

\s

The first objective was to
determine whethar DslDOT's
bridge raplacement project
wolld damage the brick
foundation, uncovared by a
construction crew. When

Site Discovery

heological Recovery of a Lower Delaware Mill

the foundation to the mlll
extended beneath the existing
road, it became an immed|ata
focus of intensive excavations
to determine the foundation’s
mathod of construction,

dimanzions, age, and Integrity.

Archeology

Fieldwork

with six beams 11° long. This feature
a

at these lodations.

The GAI team uncovered the Cubbage Mill wheel
pit comprigng three 9”x 20" beams mortised

terwhdal built during the last quarter of
the 18th century. Morticed beams were cut
atop north:south braces, Indicating that
posts or vestical risers were Ilkely secured

supported

>> Click hare for video fiotage of sita axcavations.
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Digging

hand-hewn log fas
coincided with the
and western walls
Archeologists surr
measuring 5 vertic
up ta 7 feet in heil
first mill construct
18th cantury.

Site Investigatic

www.gaiconsultants.com
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related to the construction, would damage tha brick o~ tha ke 3s revealed through presarving Delawars's cukur-l I-dhg-,
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Tha rich archaclogical legacy of Fieldwork

Cubbage Mill was uncovered | The GAI team uncoverad the Cubbaga MIil wheel

through excavation, detalled flekd pit comprising three 9"x 20’ beams mortised

sketches, photographs, and with six beams 11’ long. This feature supported

painstaking recordation of a watarwhesl built during the last quarter of

important features and artifscts. the 18th century. Mortised beams wars cut

(tres-ring dating) provided important information atop north-south braces, Indicating that

and

Methods - eport -
ethods e i A : @ Easy-to-read Repo

"Dig up” more information on the Cul Pond Mill in
Volume I of the site report, a substantially llustrated,
non-technical report focused on topics of interest to the
u:neral publi: Iincluding the Mraphy and hlsmr, of the
site, a d of how

“plece together” the clues of a site, lnd & smp.h of

= Diggin 6 per
+  Towal gg final days of u)mlv-llon & large
hand-hewn log feature was uncovered that b
< coincided with the allgnmant of the northern
{  and western walls of the brick foundation.

Archeologists surmised that this feature,

d that the various posts or vertical risers were likely secured % s measuring 5 vartical courses and extending these ruulu Visit http: Hm.dcldut.gov/umi:l
(water power systam) dated to roughly 1881, 1824, at these locations. Sy = ! upto7feetin haight, might represent the 2 toc.shtml
. i “_‘,' first mill constructad an the site In the lats [ for additional information.
>> Click hers for video fiotaga of sita axcavations. 18thaghivy,
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