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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) is proposing improvements to the 
intersection of Philadelphia Pike at Commonwealth Avenue, including installation of an 
upgraded traffic signal and sidewalk, landscaping, and parking improvements. The proposed 
project is located in Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware. This Phase II Historic 
Architectural Report was prepared as part of the “Identification of Historic Properties” step in the 
Section 106 process (36 CFR 800.4) for the proposed project. Urban Engineers, Inc., provided 
the project and engineering descriptions. 
 
This report summarizes the results of the Phase II historic architectural investigations of the Area 
of Potential Effect (APE) and surrounding environment. The investigations were conducted in 
May and June 2010. The purpose of architectural investigation is to assess the presence of 
historic districts, buildings, structures, objects, or sites aged 50 years or older within the APE and 
to evaluate the eligibility of extant resources for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places (National Register). The methodology for the survey is provided in Section 2.0 of this 
report. The historical investigation, presented in Section 3.0, aims to provide an appropriate and 
accurate context in which to evaluate the historic significance of the APE’s architectural 
resources. Identified property types and their character-defining features are included in Section 
4.0. 
 
The investigations associated with this report were conducted in accordance with the following 
guidelines prepared by the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DESHPO): Survey 
Forms Instructions and Data Coordination Guidance (2002) and Guidelines for Architectural 
and Archaeological Surveys in Delaware (1993). In addition, the cultural resource evaluations 
were conducted in accordance with Section 106 of The National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended; and the Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties set 
forth in 36 CFR 800, as amended. This legislation requires that the effect(s) of any federally 
assisted undertaking on historically significant districts, buildings, structures, objects, or sites be 
taken into account during the project planning process. Significant resources are those that are 
listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
1.1 Project Location and Description 
 
The Claymont Improvements project is located in Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, 
Delaware. The project area is located along Philadelphia Pike in Claymont and is generally 
centered on the intersection of Philadelphia Pike and Commonwealth Avenue (Figure 1).  
 
The purpose of the Claymont Improvements project is to improve the circulation pattern at the 
intersection of Philadelphia Pike and Commonwealth Avenue. The current semicircle roadway at 
the base of Commonwealth Avenue will be redesigned, and the entrance to the Holy Rosary 
School will be realigned, creating a typical four-legged intersection. The project also includes 
sidewalk, landscaping, and parking improvements as well as the installation of an upgraded 
traffic signal. 
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Figure 1
Project Location and Area of Potential Effect (APE)
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1.2 Existing Conditions 
 
The land within the APE is predominantly commercial. A religious property is located on the 
southeast side of Philadelphia Pike, and residential properties typically found in subdivisions are 
located between and behind the commercial strip. The land is relatively flat, and most of the 
properties are paved with little landscaping. The project area was predominantly agricultural and 
rural into the early twentieth century, at which time a residential development began along 
Philadelphia Pike.  
 
Philadelphia Pike, which served as a major connection between Wilmington and Philadelphia, 
significantly impacted the development of the area in the early to mid-twentieth century. 
Overlook Colony was established on the northwest side of Philadelphia Pike in 1919 as an 
industrial community for the nearby General Chemical Company and was subsequently 
redeveloped in 1924. The properties fronting on the northwest side of Philadelphia Pike were 
commercially developed from the late 1920s into the 1950s. The land on the southeast side of the 
highway was subdivided in the 1920s, during which time the dwelling at 3220 Philadelphia Pike 
was constructed. This land remained in private ownership until the development of the Holy 
Rosary Church on the property in the 1930s.  
 
1.3 Area of Potential Effect 
 
The APE was previously approved by DelDOT and the DESHPO and was presented in the April 
2010 Phase IA Historic Architecture Survey Report. The APE includes those areas of direct or 
indirect (visual) potential impact associated with the proposed improvements (Figure 2). 
Properties fronting on Philadelphia Pike and Commonwealth Avenue are included within the 
APE. The properties within the APE were constructed between 1918 and 1965 and include the 
arc-shaped entrance feature of the Overlook Colony industrial community (N03951). 
Commercial properties within the APE include Joe & Tony’s Service Station (former Overlook 
Service Station) at 3207 Philadelphia Pike (N09455), Yetter’s Restaurant at 3101 Philadelphia 
Pike (N14541), the former Claymont Service Station (now AAMCO) at 3111 Philadelphia Pike 
(N14542), and the commercial building at 3203 Philadelphia Pike (N14543). One religious 
property, the Holy Rosary Church Complex (N01217), is located within the APE, as well as one 
residential property, the Hering House at 3220 Philadelphia Pike (N09544).  
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Figure 2
Historic Resources

Claymont Improvements Project
Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware

200 2000

Feet

M
ap

 D
oc

um
en

t: 
(X

:\P
ro

je
ct

s\
P1

09
5B

\M
ap

pi
ng

\F
ig

2H
is

tR
es

.m
xd

)
11

/1
9/

20
10

 --
 1

0:
54

:1
6 

A
M

Map Source: 
     NNC Planning; © 2009 i-cubed

Area of Potential Effect
Overlook Colony
Tax Parcel

Claymont Improvements
Phase IA Historic Architecture Suvey

4

Claymont Improvements Project
Phase II Historic Architectural Survey Report




