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STATE OF DEL AV ARE
DIVISION OF MAaLL OF RECORG, * DOVER » 1990]
HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

FICHE TITLE FRAME

Date ordered: Canera:

pDate filmed: Ooperatcr's Signature:

The images on this microfiche are unaltered photocopies of the material
contained in the survey files, Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation-
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CULTUKAL RESOURCE SURVEY
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM

FORM CRS-2

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

? DELAWARE BURE AL OF CRS # ~s¥7
| AACHAEOLOGY AND MSTGRIC Quad
PRESERVATION SPO map = /0'77
HALL OF RECORDS Hundred c;t
COVER DELAWARE 19401 DOCUMENT 06/78 04/7
1362736 5685
{ 1. NAME OF LOCUS: L
| 2. STREET LOCATION: Z8 tos~ .
3. OWNER'S NAME: o D1 lza0 TEL. #

ADDRESS:

4. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) s:iructure v/// b) district

d) other

c) archaeological site

5. SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS:

(check more than one if necessary)

o

e) densely built up jj::__f) other

a) fullow field b) cultivated field ~///c) wnodiand

d) scattered buildings

6. THREATS TO LOCUS: {check more than one if necescary)
a) none known b) zoning ¢) roads ___ d) developers
e) deterioration f) other

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS:

TITLE: ot
TITLE: i
TITLE: K,
8. YOUR NAME: Eﬁf_// @4_ TEL. #

YOUR ADDRESS:

CHAE

ORGANIZATION (if any)

USE BLACK INK ONLY

DATE: 7 [3’5[ 8Y
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B. SKETCH MAP 9. COMPIENTS:

Please indicate postition of locus in relatiom
to geographical laandmarks su:h as strears and

s.

ano oo
— s

......

e = 4 s 8 e 4 & e £ o » =

Consider the following:

relaticnship to setting
associated traditions or stories
noteworthy features

comparison with others in area

'Sé " ‘/“—/ o -Z“A‘(

- /uzéf'/t01*4¥7 ¢79.

v

IHDICATE HORTH ON SKETCH USE BLACK INK ONLY
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] ferm CRS-1
CULL.TURAL RESOURCE SURVEY . FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM

; DEL.WARE BUREAU OF g CRS # _§—8%¥%
i ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC | Quad
e et

PHESERVATION 5P0 map # -
Hunared §# %ﬂ_z_lz
DOCUMENT -06/78708714

HALL OF RECORDS
DOVER DELAWARE  1390¢
{302y 736 - 5685 ¢

\. ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE : E;iLka(nf;/

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE:

a} Overall shape Oﬂ—r'—c"'g
stor1es

bays
wings

b) Structural system EQLcI.
¢) Foundation .
materials J}tA*Léz

basement
d} Exterior walls .
materials M
- colar(s) /1Lc(_

e) Roof

shape: matetials C}7p£
: gg;;;rl: -y I WW@%
{ ch%mnty/Tbeat#saév%' ,;: 7 Ea .

f) Windows

trim PQAN e . frad ALD .

shutters

SKETCH PLAN

g) Door

3 h) Porches )

Jocation(s) gmq, M 6““‘9‘_’
materials )

supports -

trim

i) 1Interior details {(if a

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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g.

-
v’

CONDITION: good v deteriorated
remarks:
e
INTEGRITY: a) orininal site _ v~ b) moved )

¢) if moved, when and from where

d) list major alterations and dates (if known) MM“—“

DATE OF INJT'&L CONSTRUCTION: |40 ™
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Lot

RELATED OUTBUILDINGS:

a) barn b} carriage house ___ c) garage 7“/0) privy -
e) shed  f) greenhouse  g) shop __ h) gardens

i) icehouse i) springhouse__ other  yne el gm%, .
describe: Jﬂ)m U[/L-.WL&.A«;@«

]%H# z_ e/ l—f‘«jﬂijﬁ%—

BRIEFLY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE. NOTE ANY
ASSOCIATIONS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS:

9, Primary References: (include location of reference).

10, Survayor: W

'0 Date of Form: T/Il/g

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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Use black ink and completely fill each box. Entries above the ruled line wiil appear on fiche labels,

CRS 3-5880-/

STATE Of DELAWARL
DIVISION OF HALL OF RECORDS % DOVER *+ 19903
HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

FICHE TITLE FRAME

Date ordered: Camera:

Date filmed: Operator's Signaturs:

The images on this microfiche are unaltered photocopies of the material
contained in the survey files, Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation-
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY

LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM FOR OFFICE USE QNMLY

DELAWARE BUREAU OF CRS #
ARCHAEQLOGY AND RISTORIC Quad
PRESERVATION SPO map #
HALL OF RECORDS Hundred
ODVER OELAWARE 19901 DOCUMENT
(3025 736 - 5685
1. NAME OF LOCUS: D )
2. STREET LOCATION: _ (A S5
3. OWNER'S NAML: TEL. #
APDRESS:
4. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) structure _ v b) district _ ) archaeological site
d) other

5. SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: {check more than one if necessary)

a) fallow field L) cultivated fie1d<v:fijc) woodland - .

d) scattered buildings  e) dersely built up ‘C f) other ﬂi‘_uQA
6. THREATS TO LOCUS: {check more than aone if necessary)

a) none known _3_{‘ b) zoning ~  ¢) roads _ d) developers

e) deterioration f) other

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS:

TITLE: o #
TITLE: ¥
TITLE: o~ ]

§. YOUR NAME: Mﬁclﬂr TEL. #

YOUR ADDRESS:

ORGANIZATION (if any) "HAE oate: /1 [ &Y

USE BLACK INK ONLY

FORM CRS-2
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SKETCH MAP 9. LOMIENTS:

Please indicate positiom of locus tn relation

to geographiczl landmarks such as streams ana a)
roads. b}
c)

Consider the following:

relationship to setting
associated traditions or stories
noteworthy features

comparison with others in area

-

INDICATE HORTH ON SKETCH USE BLACK 1Mtk ONLY
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Use black ok and completely fill each box.  Entries above the ruled line will appear on fiche Iabels.

CRS $- s

SIATE O DL AVWARE
Dl\/’l5|ON OF HALL OF RECORDS » DAVER o o)
HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

FICHE TITLE FRAME

Date ovlered: Camera :

batr {1lmed: Operator's Signature:

DOCUMENT 20~06/78/01/7

The images on this microfiche are unaltered photocopies of the material
contained in the survey files, Bureau of Archaeclogy and Historic Preservation-
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amn € 9 T .. .
e {:JW‘P’,Q . ’ t
UNHIEDSTATES DLP AR NTORTHEINTTRIOR FOR:‘I;I;E*USEONLY -
NATIDNAL PARK SLRVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
4 INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM [DAYE ENTERED v A
SEE INSTRUCTICONS INHOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FOARMS
) TYPE ALL ENTRIUS -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
TANAML
HISTORIC Chipman's Mill
AND/OR GOMMOT ) .
EALOCATION
STREE) & NUMBER 70
on Roed 465, 750 feet cast of its interscction with Rd. up) sonpusiicanow
v, TOwWN COHGRESSIONAL DISTAICT
w—i&: Laurel X VICINITY OF One
! ATE [ofalel? e
! nNelatrare 10 (gma'aex C()Oouj
EICLASSIFICATION
[ CATEGORY OWNE HSHIP STATUS PHESENT USE
__DISTRICT ...PUBLIC - OCCUHIED _ AGHICULIURE _MUBE UM
. X__BUILDINGIS) X vaivATe X _unyucLuriEn COMMANTAL _PARK
. ~—STRUCTURE ~BOTH _NORK iN PROGHESS ~EDUCATIDNAL  __ FRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITIGN ACCESSIBLE ENTEHFAINL WNT  _RILIGIOUS
i ~_OBJECT —IN PROCESS _-YES AESTRAICTED . -BOVLHNMENT _BCIENTINIC
1 __BEING CONSIDERED . YES UARESTHLTED L INOUSTRIAL L APANSPORTATION
3 X..NC
. . LMLt ANRY y X.0tniR Storage
! [ OWNER OF PROPERTY
} NAME  irs. Emma Jean Givens and Mr. James W. Lowe
i PO O U S e
STREET A NUMEER
R.D. #1, Box 273
CItYy. TOWN BTATE
Laurel, _ VICWNITY OF DE
3 1.0CATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
ALGISTRY OF DEEOSE1C  fussex County Court House w AP
STREET & NUMBER T pommAL
The Circle
TV, TOWN ’ STATE
Georgetown DE
Y1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
1LE
Calaware Cultural Resourcas Survey 5-400
DATE
£ { : —reotraL Xsrare _counry _iona _ 1
ol DEPOSITORY FDR
1A n
: V_r.unvﬂ HECORDY Mvision of Historical & Cultural Affaire
TITY, TOWN STATE
Dovey OB 12901
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s B

LA DESCRIPTION .

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
L EXCELLENT X DLYLRIORATED . CUNALTEARD x,ORIGINAL st
G000 _RUINE X aLtemen ¥ movio  oang Karly 20th
A UNEXPOSED cantury.

DESCAIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL UF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEAHANCE

Located on the mill pond of the same name, Chipman's Mill {s on Road 465 about two~
and-a-half miles east of Laurel, The mill has detorioratod but the equipmant,
including stones, stone casings, hopper and turbine, are scill in place or stored
within the structure.

Chipman‘s Mill is couposed of two separate structures, one of which was moved to the
site in this century from an old mill nearby, 'The oldest structure on the site ia
the one-story east end of the mill. This section covers the millrace and houses the
turbines and millstones. One of che most interesting features of the milling equip-
ment within this structure is the large woodan crane which lifted the top atona. The
structural system of this section of the mill has been changed seversl times; however,
some of the framing shows evidence of mertise and tenon joints., Virtually all of the
original exterior sheathing of the building is gone. Evidence indicates that it was
clapboard. Lapped siding now covers this section. Abutted to the west end is a
two-stury structure with a shed-roofed wing., This was moved to the site. It is
sheathed in shiplep siding. Across the rear of the entirc mill, several shed-roofsd
ndditions have been maas,. A tin roof is presently found on the entire structure.

On the older section, it covers wood shingles.

The mill is currently threatened by scveral sources. First, the structure is situazed
on the turn of a road, and several cars have run inte 1t caurir, considerable danmage
to its northeast corner. S~cond, when the race s in full operatien, water overflows
into tha area under the mill resu'* 'ng in rather scvere erosion. Third, the building
has beet negiectrd since the mill :eased opecration. The prescnt owners hope to solve
these prrblems and to restore the mill.

Around the mill is a low-density, residential area. Across the dam is Old Cnrivt
Church, a National Regigter property which dates to 1772. The church and mill serve
as lancimarks for the area.
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$ AZ SICNSHSCANCE '
PLAIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BF' NW
FRLAISTORIC LAACHEULUGY PRERISTDRIC ..COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAP[ ANCHITELTUAL  _ AfLIGION
—~ 1400 1488 ~-ARCHEQLCHUY HISTORIC ~CONSERVATION LAWY . SCIENCE
AN REE —AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICE —UTERATUAE SCULPTURE ~|
I AT ¥1) ARCHITECQIURE -—-EDUCATION -~ MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANIT ARIAN
—V 00 1799 —ART —ENGINEEAING -MusiC ~THEATER
K1800.1899 _COMMERCE —EXPLORAT!ILHSETYLLMENT  _PHILOSOPHY ~TRANSPOATATION
— VR00 —~COMMUNIZATIONS X_iNouTRY ~POLITICS/SOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
_INYENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chipman's Mi11 survivec as one of the few remaining Delaware grist mills powered
soleiy by water. Small mills of this trype existed during the nineteenth century
with predictable regularity on virtually ever): strerm throughout Sussex County,
yet very few remain today except as archaeolojical sites.

Though in a somewhaet deteriorated condition, both the structure and water turbine
grinding apparatus have been little altered since 1884, when Joseph Chipman first
bnilt. the mill.

The map of Brcad (reek Hundred, which appears in Beers Atlas of Delaware (1868),

indizates the presence of a sawmill and wool carding machinery in the immediate )
vieinity of Chipnan's Mi11, but gives no indication of the presence of a grist 4
rill ot that time. It is possible that the present grist mill rests on the site

of there earlier operations.

The mill continued to functio. within the social and economic framework of the
purrounding rural agricultural community until the late 1940'g, when it fell into
disuse.
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AMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES I

Beurs, N. G. Atlas 0. the Statr of pelaware., Philadeiphia: Pomeroy & feers, 1868,
Seharf, J. Thomas. MNintory of Delawares 1609-1888) reprint ed.. Port Washington,
N.¥Y.: IKennikat Press, 1972.
Thomaa, Selma, ed. Delaware: An Inventory of fiistoric Engincering and Industrial
Bites. UniteA States Department of the Interior, 1975, "’l

HIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED pROPERTY  Under 1/4 acre “Latitude: 75° 32 24"

UTH AES ERENZES Longitude: 38 33° 42"

AL_L,_J i) b b e by o] el || 1_%,1 ] el ed s L 1
JONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Y i PR e P T e S P I e o PO

T VLABAL BOURDARY OESCRIPTION

The nominated ares is bounded on the north by the roadway, on the east hy
the creek, and on the south and west by an arbitrary line fifteen fcet
from +he building.

CIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES TOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

aIATE CODE COUNTY [ofali]

GYATE coDE COUNTY oDt

E31FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/ TITLE v cav?
. “)11'
_doan M, Nareone Architectural istorian § Dean P. Nolsoq,istorfan
ORGANIZATION 13
Divigion of Historical and Cultural Affairs October 1977 o
STAEET & HUMBER TELEFHONE
_.Ball of Records, P.O. Box 1401 . . (3n2)_67A-5114 -
Clry QP TOWN STATE
Pover, DE 19901

mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS
NATIONAL STATE LocaL X

As the dgesignated State Histonc Presarvation OHicer for the Nationat Histunc Presarvation Act of 1066 [Public Low 89-6657. 1
herslyy nominate this property for inclusion in the Navionegl Registar
criteria and procedures set farth by the National Park Service.

certity that 1 has boen evaluatod according 1o the

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF FICER SIGNATURE

e ]
4 / !
TITLE Director, Div, of Historlcal & Cultural Affairs DATE/ %9[ 77 :
A NPS USE ON £ G . i T

¢

 THERESY CEl THE NATIONAL REGISTER
S Y DATE ,
o |
- - DATE: ’

GPO #92. 431
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chipman's Mill (5-400)

Lotal Wear laurel, DI

Shovogly, Joan M. lorton
ate: 19717
ocatton ol B
B/AGlIP, Hall o
ocoriptivn
view of mill from acre
northwest.

¢ Records, Dover, DE

rstogranh Bu-
$-400 (2)

z
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uil1l (5-400)

Chiyman's

lear Laurel, DE

i [OPIR Joan 1. Norton
o Lo .

Date: 1977

.o piv. of llist. & Cultural Affairs
Locatind ¢ .

De8Lriptiae

i £ additic: to mill looking towards the southeast
3/4 view 0 R

5-400 (1)
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File: HPE 5.00
Chipman's Mill

June 1, 1978

Mre. Poma Jean Givens & Mr.
James ¥, lLowse

R.D. #1

taur.d, Delaware 19956

J'ear Mrs, Givens and Mr. lows:

T am pleas~~ to {nform you that on May 22, 1978, Chipran's Mill was listed
in the National Register of Historio Places. This action was taken by the
Urited Btates Department of the Interior in respomss to our nomination of
your property.

By ciiw action, Chipman's M{11 is recogniged as possessing unususl significance
to tha history of laurel. Beyond the recognition 1te41lf, inclusion in the
National Register assures that thiy office will revisw all fsderal projacts

to determine any effeot thay may havs on your property. Further, all National
Reglutar sites are eligible for federsl preservation grants-~in-aid administere’
by this office. Wa will provide you annually with application forms for

these grante and will encourage you to considsr thia usoful program.

We have a handsome framed certificate attesting to tho Nutional Register
status of your property which has been signed by the Governor, ths Bacretary
of Btate, and myself and whizh baars the Great Seal! of the State of Delawars.
We will contact you to arrange for a pressntation of ths certificate.

The State of Delaware znarss thes prida wa hope you fsel as a rasult of thie
recognition.

Sincerely yours,

lawrence C. Hunry
Director/stata RAistoric
Presarvation Officer

e am LN e

LCH/TMN/bl

Enclosures
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Usz black irk and completely fill each box. Entries above the ruled line will appear on fiche labels.

STATE OF DULAWARL
D|V|S|Ol~1 OF HALL OF RECORDS » DOVER * 1)
HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

FICHE TITLE FRAME

Date ordered: Camera:

parz filmed: “‘//L;)/ /W Operator's Siqnacure:[(‘\.\)_hi‘}\\ﬂa Q_ﬁ()gj&'

The images on this mlcrofiche are up-‘tered photocopies of the material
contained in the survey files, Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservatiun-

09282004 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE



e e rv—yy w7 ——

7

\K\m .-y,t (e N (',J [va i
ke~ Dron The ol

el o the G
C.b() s 7‘f‘ vl A1‘\)( Nl ’
/

L\lu., et SV
Gyl Serma Gp
old olaoms which—

wrived  cen e et

F
’/I lL.\,-\.’\ P R ‘\I 3 .

s

{ DML\L(L A e e | [
\L ‘2;)’“""—- oot e Ao

\/1,\) (J(Q Y
o et / Isda 8
4o b

09,/28,,2004 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATICON

OFFICE



e

e

R e p——

Form CRS~3
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY l

b -

E CRS no. _x.‘__ﬂf
[ ]

LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM

DELAWARE HISTORIC

PRESERVATION OFFICE Quad
HALL OF RECDRODS j SPO map no.
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 .undred

(302) 678-5314

YOUR NAME: _Rick Givens TELE: g75-3058
YOUR ADDRESS: Route 1, Bux 273 Laurel, Delaware 19956
ORGANIZATION (1f any): DATE: april 20. 1971
LR IR S 2 NE B SR BE BE SR A R B BE BE SR SR BE NE SR SR AR N B NE NN N N 2R B AR BE B SR N B T R K NN A
1. TYPE OF LOCUS: a. structurexx ¢c. archaeological site_

b. district __ a. other_ _

2, NAME OF LOCUS: _ chipman'sa Mill

3. STREET LOCATION: pelaware Boad 465 at Chipman's Papd

4, OWNER'S NAME: g qpan Givens and James W. Lowe TELE: 875-3067

ADDRESS: Route 1 Laure}, Delawagre 19966

5. THREATS TO 1.0CUS: {check more than one {f necessary)

a. none known _ d. developers _ _
b. zoning _ e. deterforation xx
c. roads ___ f. other __ _

6. SURRQUNMDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more thar orie 14 necessary)

a. fallow field __ d. scattersd buildings __
b. cultivated field __ e. densely buflt up
c. woodland __ f. other _pgnd and spiliway

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS:

TITLE: NO.
TITLE: NO.
TITLE: NO.

8. USE REVERSE FOR SKETCH MAP AND COMMENTS,

Please indicata position of locus in relation to
geographical landmarks such aa streams and roads.

TR AT T TR A T T
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Form CRS-1

H FOR CFFICE USE ONLY

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM

& 5 M
Mo
DELANARE HISTORIC R CRS no.  eoii—
— I — B

PRESERVATION OFFICE Quad

HALL OF RECORDS : SPO map no.
DOYER, DELAWARE 19901 Hundred
(202) 678-5314

1. ODESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE:

a, no. of stories_gyo | %5 b. basementnOnE c. no. of bays two

d. foundation canstruction Concrete And Wood

e. structural system_portise and pin with rough pine sidiug

t. roof construction gzlvanlzed rocfing at present, originally
cedar shingle

g. plan shape (sketch if necg_s_sary)

- \ “hvncy !
TN .
Oyl k i J—
T B ! —
|7llgh%3 ! F{m{
"r.th'rn.‘,‘\‘[ —d--l - ' -

- T
2l Ty Toer

h. oenerzl architectural description:

it le a ona and one-hili story structure with clapboard

siding. The Mill is supported by wooden sills with hardwood

flooring. This frame structure has an A-frame roaf.
CONDITION: a. excellent d. deterforated_ yyx
b, falr e. demolished
c. goed t. site destroyed
INTEGRITY: a. original site yx b. moved

¢. 1if amved, when ang from where

d. 1ist major alteration: and dates (iFf known)

Roof changaed feraw ghingle &uv galvanized roofing
Date unknown

g i
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£ 4. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY (mark "K' 1f extant, "0” if not):

{ a. barn h. gardens
b, carriage house_ 1. landscape features ,.ns ang
¢, Garage

spdll way
pd.

d. privy j
e. shed
f. greenhouse

g. shop

other___corn crip

5. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: _ w34 1700's

6. ARCHITECT: mobert Houston (original struc ture)

7. BUILDER: Robert Houston (original owner)

8. BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE INCLUDING
SIGNIFICANT ASSQCIATIONS:

Chipman's Mill has been in existence since the mid eighteenth century. A Mill
at the location of Chipman's pre-dates Christ Church Broad Crecek which was
built in 1771. Robert Houston, then owner of a mill at the same pend, owned
| much of the land surrounding the pond and Church. In fact, the Church was
built on part of the Houston Estate, It is assumed thez building materials
were Furnished by Houston via an up and down sawmill near the Mill.
The road which passes the Mill was the main route from Salisbury to Dover and
was named "King's Highway" or “Stage Road™. It 1s said a post office was
located in this area since Laurel was not in exigtence.
This Mill and pond was purchased in 1816 by John Chipman and remained i:-, the
Chipman Family until the mid nineteen forties. Unti’ the prasent individuais
..ssumecd ownership, Carlton W. Lowe was bthe owmer.
~illing had a very important role in the econorics of the Broad Creek and Lizcle
Creek Hundreds. As many as thirty Similar mills were located around the are: and
§. PRIMARY REFERENCES: at this time Chipman's is one of the last.

SISy R+ s o S

o e rT—

Mr. Elwood Chipman, West Street, Laurel, DE 19956
Mr. Carlton W. Lowe, Route 1, dox 266, Laurel, DE 19956

Mr. Carmel L. Moore, Route 2, Laurel, DE 19956

T o L
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

CRS no. _SYe0

HISTORIC PRESERVATION Quad
HALL OF RECORDS SPO map no.
OOVER, OELAWARE 13901 Hundred
(302) 678-5314
V. CESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE:
a. dimensions .g‘_n,,\/(',h'- e $ co- y\.jj,-'] veod ’(]L‘{'C ¢
g;;;ies cec -ﬁc"\ s ML cand 1S [},_ sAvries - ’))Ln’-g}x
wings V\»ndé ) o bf"‘lj Jv‘(’p The (‘C'\’j}/m( pcr'(”lr)f\
o ; 1 hoeo
b. foundation s 20, s , 7z P W»'( © (li o
basement L ow coltn bhox (arnrce Bz A g Lz j
' - 3 J %N =g - RN
c. structural system 'S atached e oo )? i)“ .1.; . )
T o L&A.d,] 41 ¢ ) A AL' A ~ Rf“’""\‘ﬂ
d. wal'L;t;rfie:%grmr wm et ad oot suryrgend s = J«% "
enbire  shvcturt . he el i
e. walls - interior ‘ C e adrak o 4o xkg b Ceen -7
color (original) &7 ¢ & Al end o e A e
panelling roc-bg limes i R _ hron s
trim 5"‘6‘6 € Gy g«/v\(d CL,_),'I*AQ r Tws aind {PL" ‘L‘ 4
£ roof vk oA ov Cr Aa‘v\ﬁ w/ j:,}v,vc.J é‘[l+r a[ trs
] T o N ar
T A T oo
dormers  houo o ool g PPRA Leiod
e ewchr e sdruch e : N
I °pe3}23;w5 sheothéd wrod €2 -
doors  Shupla P . ‘ &:\
" !
h. porches ( o
2. CONDITION: a. excellent d. deteriorated X
b. fair e. demolished
¢. good __ f. site destroyed
3. INTEGRITY: a. original site b, moved

c. 1f moved, when and from where

Form CRS-)

d. Tist major alterations and dates (if known)

~—
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msionans aml me secordad o the
prchives of Marviand and Delaware.

Mitcheld was born near Laurel in
1733, the son of James Milchell and
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paroled after the Baltle of Yorktown

{continued 1o Page 1)
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ver E. Nl (D4aure]) said last week
he will make every eifort Lo see thal
politics doesn’l enier inlo ihe selection
ol a new counly linance director,

Local Citizens Mount Effort
To Save Historic Laurel Mill

by . D, Graves, Jr.

What is behoved to be the fast
remaning uamodernized, wafer-
powercd grist mil in the State of
Delaware s facing  imminent
demnlition unlcss some means can be
devised to restore the structure whose
roots predale the Revo'utionary War.

Some of the supporting hand-hewn
beams of Chipman’s Mill al the south
shore of Chipman's Pond aboul iwo
miles cast of Laurel have gradually
deleriorated over the last century, and
the large frame bulding isin danger of
tepphng o the mill race below it
unless restorallve measures are
prompily taken.

A group of focai residents believe the
historic value of the sl ments an
effor1 toward its preservation through
restoration and that the restoration
project would make a meaningful
contribution tg the state's participalion
in  the National Bicentennial
Celebration n 1776. The citizens in-
volved sirongly belicve the mill to be
one of the few eristing links with
Delaware's colonial herilage wilhin
Western Sussex County which maka it
an appropriate largel as & Sussex
County bicentennial project.

The state’s plans lor the bicentennial
celebration are still in the embryo
stage. and Ht was nol unptil last week that
the Sussex County Council appointed
the first five members of the i5
member committre  which will be
charged with the bicentennial ob-
servances within Sussex Lounty.

Chipman's Mill is now owned by

Carlion W. Lowe of Laurcl who In 1950
a~guired the mill and surrounding 205
acres including the bottom rights of
Chipman Mill Pond from Elwood
Chipman, great greal grandson of Lhe
original awner, “iparation of the mill
ceased in 1951 due o its obsokscence
and relative high cost of operation
withow electricity. However, Lowe snd
Chipman in partnership from 133 to
1950 ground the corn {or 90,000 chickens
al one growth cycle using the water.
powcred mill,

The only viahlc use for the present
mill rests an oy value ag a hisloric site
preserving a unique niche in Dela.
ware’s her.aage and colonlal past,
lowe does mol personpily have the
funds (o restore the mill 1o the point
where it could serve as a museum or a
historic sice suck as (he designation
givet nearby Old Christ Church of
Broad Creck. The church is situated
abeot 250 yards to the east of the mill,
and Ihe hislory of the two buildings [y
closely eniwined.

Carlton Lowe }s willing 1o donate free
and clear the mill site and some
surrounding acreage (o any bhona fide
non-profil organization or foundation
willing to restore and prescrve the mill
for posterity. Failing in this, Lowe's
only alternative will be to demolish the
mill in the not too distant [uture.

When it became known that Lowe
was conlemplating the demolition of
the historic mill, severa) area residents
began lg explore the means available tn
accomplish the mill's preservation, To
date, no firm plans have been for-

Sewer Referendum Set

Sussex Counly Councif yesterday
pelected Saturday, April 7, as the date
ez » sewer system relerendum for the
To’.*n of Blades.

Batloting will te from 1to 3 p.m. in
Blades Town Hall, Fourth Street.

Al) permanent town residents, I® or
older, are allowed one vote, Persons,

firms of corporations owning reel

estate in Blades get one vote and two
peuple mintly owning more than one
& emet anm wntr, (o

more than one vole. Lesscholders or
&ny others, who may be uncertain of
their voting rights, should call 856-7701,
extension 218 or 2{€, and sk for Joarn
Dix.

An esrlier sewer referendum [or
Blades and the arca of Nanticoke Acres
way defepted In 1971, 284 1o 190,

The current sewer disiriet proposal
Includes only properties within the
Blades town Hmits.

I next month's relerendum  is

M dsise weild BH

mulated by these interested citizens,
but thoughl 15 being given to the
organization of a local non-profit
associalion to achicve the purpose. A
presentation is also being prepared lor

submission to some ol the slale’s .

existing  benevolent foundations
oriented to the preservation of
Delaware’s heritage. No definile
estimates have yer been made for the
initial. cosl of restoring the mifl
struclure. but the present condition of
the mill with its waler turbines and cog
wheels intact and much of the beam
work in the structure in prime sound-
ness indicates that the cosls do not
involve a prohihiliv:: amount of Money.

Among the res'den!s interested in
exploring the ¢Nernatives of the
tesloralion project arc: Hepry H.
Hutchinsun of Bethel, Albert V.

Krewstch of Dedmar, Elwood Chipman,
(continued to page 5)
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[Thll Pond  from  Elwoed
Cpreaf great grandson of the
wnes. Ongration of the mill
1951 due o its obeolescence
ne high cost of operation
retrrcity. Mowever, Lowe and
e partnership from 1943 lo
vd the corn for 90,000 chickems
owth cycle using the waler-
nil,
v viable usc for the present
in s vajue as a hisleric site
t a unique niche in Dela-
ritage and colonjal pasi
s not personaily have the
cstore the mill to ihe point
»uld serve as o inuseum or a
(¢ such us the designation
rby Gid Christ Church of
wk. The church is sitvated
vards to the east of the mill,
story of the two buildings i
win d.
owe is willing to donale free
the mill site and some
€ acreage to any bona fide
orgonization or foundation
ostoTe and prescerve the mill
ty. Failing in this, Lowe's
ative will be to demolish the
not too distant future.
became known that lowe
nplating the demolition of
mill, several arca residents
plore the means available to
(he mill's preservation. To
irm plans have been for.

lum Set

one vole, Leaseholders or
. who may be uncertain of
.rights, should call 8567701,
15 or 216, and ask for Joann

ar sewer relerendum for
the area of Nanticoke Acres
d in 1971, 284 to 180,

nt sewet district proposal
Wy properties within the
) limits.

monih'a referendum i
final dexign would start
+ and construction could
-ly as the summer of 1975,

'

association tn achiese Ihe purpose, A
presentation is alse bring prepared for

e uon Py

snbmnsion lo some of the sisie’s .

exisling  hencvolent  foundations
oricated 1v the prescrvation of
Delaware's heritape. No delinite
estimales have yel been made for the
tnittal cost of wusioring the mill
structure, but the present condition of
the mill with its water lurhines and cog
wheels {atact and rauch of the Leam
wack in the structure in prime sound-
ness indicales thal the costs do not
pvolve a prohibitive amount of money.

Among the residents interested in
exploring the alternatives of the
restoration project are: Henry H.
Hutchinson of Bethel; Albert V,
Krewatch of Delmar, Elwood Chipman,

tcontinued to page$)
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(LR IR TIL AN A T ot Jhe
County ‘et~ = L ouary 1973, Hill
said paricSan politic i nol going to
enter into Lhe filling =¥ the posilion,

“*As president of the Crunty Council, §
feel responsible that v should put the
best persor in tlee »40." he commented.
“You've gol ‘= go by the person
qualified far she position.

| von't ask whether they're
Dr=uacrals or Republicans.”

But Hil admitied be hasn't discussed
-he  matier with the other two
F.mocratic members of the council,
and he didn’l know how they fell about
the position.

According to Hill there may be
pressure {rom county Democrats to put
a Democrat in the post, but he said the
position of finance director It so hn-
porlant that polilics can't be allowed to
enter into it.

v W, [r—_— .y

Job iy Devemnbee, sut i an apphe ot
for it in Frbroaey, and was infer v sewe:
March 5 The agmimistrator is e fine
for Tl County, he said.

Sudwel} aiv' his wife prosently hive gl
Fi-me lsok Beach, and he sid W
in.-nded s hold on to the house aoil Inok
for an apa~iment in Easton. Sriwel
sai* he ana his wifc would use the hious
on v, Popds

The Finance Director said he {8
leaviag, his job with “mixed enintions™
because he will be leaving a numbier f
“good friends” and assocates hehi !
white he will be gaining others st th
same {ime.

Sidwel) olficially leaves the Susses
potl April 13, and stirts as the o
County Administrator of Talbot ¢vunt;
April 15,

Interesied »rea cltizens are aitempiing to mount a drive to restore Chipman's Grist Mill In Laurel which faces demalition, The
roots of the miil predate (he Revolutionary War.
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.The wooden cog wheels which drove L rinding machinery sl Chipman's Grivt M1 are shown undernesth the floor of the

struclure,

Historic Lauvrel Mill— cimcim e

B. Thomas Eliott, State Senator David
H. Elliott, Richard Givens, I, Re

Williem J. Gordy, Harley R, Hiekm

Carme! L, “oore, G. Thomas & .,
Glenn W, Ward, all of Laurel; . M.
Sutcliffe of Newark and La' rerv. Dv.
James E. Marvil of Lewes, fot nerly of
Laurel, is known 1o be interisted In
preservation of the mill bl is out of the

country at this writing and was unabie -

to be contacted.
The case for preservation of the

~man Mill as a historical site is a
. one.

It . ot be remembered that the
cemral part of Sussex County,
Delaware, containing Broad Creek
Hundred in which Chipman's Pond and
mill pre today located was formerly
part of Worcester County, Maryland
which was in dispute belween
Maryland and Pennsylvania uotil 1775,
when on Sepl, 2 the new southem
boundary of Delaware was finalized by

* Seaford Board

. Of Education

The Board of Education of Seaford
Bchnol District met Monday, March 23,
1974 sl 7:30 p.m. In the Adminiatration
Duilding, with Uve following members
pressnt: Mra. Bslly K. Higgime,
President, Robhert W. Thomena, $¢., vice
president, toon T Gost, James A

T

voter turnout. As stated in the

. Seplember 10, 1973 mi the results
of this election will be analyzed for
viler distribution, and conclusions
regarding action on polling places in
hiture elections will be based on this
insfnmatinn,

09,/28,2004 DE STATE HTST PRESFRVATTAN

the colonial legislature. The original

deeds pertaining to the ownership of -

Chipman's Pond, the mii} site and sur-
rounding land are in the records of the
Worcester County Court House al Snow
Hill, Md. and at Anpapalis, Md, Seme of
the original documents and copies of
others are in the State Archives in
Dover.

Early Maryland records indicate that
in pre-Revolutionary War days,
Chipman's Pond was owned by Hobert
flouston and called Houston's Pond
previous lo 1770. Housten sperated a
grisl mill and an ‘“‘up-and-down*’
sawmill just south of the mi'l dam on
the pond which is the presenf site of
Chipman's Mill. Houslon donoated the
Vi acres of land for the site of Old
Christ Church, and the lumber used to
build the churchin 1771-T2 was cut at his
“up-and-down’ sawmill.

During the pre-Revolution days,
Houston’s Pond (Chipman's Pond) was
on the King's Highway which ran from
nesr Salisbury, Md. te present day
Hewrn's Corner in Sussex County, rorth

ta Concord, then enst to Georgetown
g Lewes, Dol Anuviher brevoh g

By Dr. ). Steven Mach |
Part 13

Fuglish ¥ nods and Coub.-

1 remember a chnver .
twenty years ago with Su
fricnds whn had live:
England for a year, w
partitularly recall 1t
comments regarding Be
food: they said it wasnot
exciting — there was
varicty, and that it was pc
prepared.

Perhaps my [nends
pened lo be in England
time not noled for I
Certainly, during :nd

* after the war, Enetand

more concerned '
rebuilding s eihey o
emphasizing the luxury »
cuisine. Be that as it ma
have erased this behel th
held for many years and
tell you that in my cxpens
and opinion, 1 lind T
food 1o be excellent and o
virred  ffrom  usual So
lood), morcover, | warnt
meotion a hit al
preparation, cooking
include a recipe frony my =

Some food items that {
never heard of before con
10 England are:

Crieric. a vegetable
troduced 1o England fa
recently, and naturally, g

. similar to celery. Celern

diffcreat from celery i th:
is larger, softer, texs fibr
and it lLas swollen eo
{simoidar 10 a turipy ot gr
level.  This vegetahle is
autumn and wanter one a
have enjoyed cating it o
cooked vegetable withits n
vt pleasant flavor.
Lecks: | had never e:
these relatives of the or
family before, although |
heard of them and read st
thern. Lecks are a stalk at
sinches in length and greis
color with an enion and s
rools on one end, They
coohed uniil they are v
very soft and served whol
chopped up. All of the o
Navor s missing

e )
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sric Laurel Mill

toSle Senotor Do
e Linvans E Hep
Heley RO Mchuan,
te. G Thomas Seott,
call of Laurel, 3 M.
vark and Laurcl, Dr.
tof Lawes, farmerly of
n 10 be imeresied in
he mui hut is out of the
Titing and was unable

preservation of the

by

ord Roard
Education

"ducation of Scaford
uet Monday, March 25,
n the Administration
he following members

Sadly N, Wiggins,
4 W. Thomas, Sr., vice
1 T. Gast, James A.
m W Long, executive
ard D. Lwvingston was
ol a busimess trip.
rore; Kemdal T. Jones,
| [hstrict's business
v A Whiu, Seaford
cration president; and
.ckery, Scaford Leader

al the March & 1974
wpproved as submitted.
wrts for the sonth of
- disvussed. Questions
*d by Kendal Jones
ane  adyustarents an
uhtures for of fice sup-
md repants: billing for
< ir ke eorthopedic
Seaford, the form in
1 TeCeives information
nly regarding taxes
1 the month; and the
controlling cafeteria

approved the recom-
the title for library
anged to  “library
J that both library
hbrary assistants be
145-day year basis. The
mplement this recom-
the basts of existing
on It is expected that
) improve the situation
opening anid cloing of
nsiderable extent, since
st pow be taken from
{ prepare and ciose down
iles will be prepared by
with the approval of

Cluponan Mt ¢ b hostorica) site by a
Alueeny? onwe

Wt e rememlbred that the
central part of Sutxex Counly,
Delaware, containmg  Hroad “‘reck
Hundred in which Chupmon’s Pond and
mall are (eday located was formerly
part of Worcester County, Maryland
which was in dispule belweren
Maryland and Pennsylvania until §775,
when on Sept 2 the new southern
boundary of Delaware was finalized by

As stated  in the
Scplember 10, 1973 minutes, the results
of this clection will be analyzed fov

voter turn-out,

voter distribution, and conciusions
regarding aclion en polling places ‘n
future elections wilk ke based on this
information.

The spring meeting ol the Advisary
Council 1o the State Board of Education
will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday.
March 28, at Wesley College. Plans for
attendance al this meeting were
discussed.

The board discusses the fuel oil
situation as it might alfect the planned
move of kindergarten classes lo Blades
School u. September 1974 1L was lell
that this devision must be made on the
tssis of ¢he best cducativnal ad-
vanlage, since there Is at this point no
way to make projechions relative to fuel
oit costs or availabdity, The hoard
approved the ise of the Blades School
for kindergaywen classes during the
1474.75 schoo) year. Tre preseont
classroomn sel-up may be used as a
cnmmg( ncy plaa in case of another

TS situation, or an alternative
could involve closing the Katie L.
Handy Building. Also briefly discussed
was the possibility of canverting the oil
burners at Blades School trom No. 2 to
No. 4 fuel oil. This passibility is being
investigaied.

Adminisirative  reporis  were
discussed and questions were asked
relative {0 several items: a8 survey of
school distriel boundaries; letters sent
to parents of senjor students who are in
danger of not graduating; a sclence
room at the serilor high school for which
equipment i3 being purchased,

The board agreed (o visit the
Frederick Douglass
struction before the April ™ mesling

The prablem o unly nne waihp
frunbinn being avinlabh foz dhe o

ltbrary con-.

[\\hrrli which drove the grinding machinery at Chipman o Grist MU are shown underneath the floor of (he

ieontinued from Page 1)

e eolnmd depisiature The organsd
deeds poertainivg do the asmner-tup of
(lipman's Pond, the mll sde ol ~uree
rounding Jand are in the revords of the
Worcester County Ceurl Huuse a1 Smow
Hill, Md and at Annapolis, M. Seme of
the original documents anil coptes of
others are in the Stale Archives in
Daver.

Farly Maryland records indicate that
i+ pre-Revoluthionary War  days,
Lhipman's Pond was ownett by Robert
Houston and ealled Houston's $'ond
previous to 1770. Houston operated a
grist ill and an “up-and-down"’
sawmilt just south of the mill da.. on
th> pond which is the present site of
Citpman’s Mill. Houston tlonated the
11 acres of land for the site of Old
Crust Church, and the lumber used to
burld the church in 1771-72 was cut at his
“up-and-down” sawmill.

During the pre-Revoluhion days,
Houston’s Pond (Chipman’s Pond) was
on the King's thighway which ran from
near Salishury, Md. lo present day
Hearn's Corner in Sussex County, north
lo Concord, then east lo Georgelown
and lewes, Del. Anolher branch at
Coneord ran porthward o Dover and
Wilmington. During those times, most
community lile was centeeed around a
cnurch or series of milly, Just spvih of
Delaware Route 24 on the Hugurs
property near the Amencon Legion
Home in Laurel. are the retnaing of the
“Old  Forpe'” coammunily. This
commupity and the comnunity sur-
rounding Houston's mills on the breast
of his mil dam formed the basis fer 1he
construction of Oid Christ Church
where it could serve both hamlets. Ay
that time, Lauret was still known as
“The Wading Place”, and its strees
an¢ huuse tots were not loyved out unut
1802,

Scharl's History of Delaware,
published in 1888, gives the following
account of Chipman's Mills in s
section on Brodad Creck Hundred

“Chipman's Mills is siluatea about
two miles from Laurcl. near the
F.piscopal Church ¢018 Chrisi Churehs,
and was built by John Thipman about
the beginning of the jirescit cenfury
{about 1800 on or mext o the sile of
Robert Houston's mill), They include a
saw-mill, grist-mill and carding-
machine. John Chipman transferred
his interest to his son, Joseph Chipman
in 1832. The mills are now owned by
John M. and William Chipman, great-
grandchildren of John Chipm-n. The
carding-machine was built by Joseph
Chipman, who also ran a grist-mill. The
present grist-mill was built by the
presen) proprietors in 1884 (building

fyw po b by Pardton W Lowe ). and
Im e nlt by ey day,
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Celerle. & suegetable ine jrent foen
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heard of them and read about Ko roa
them. Lecks are a statk about  pw. ¢
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color with on onion and small b,
roots on one end. They are  witr ..
cooked until they are very, ..cie U0
very soft and served whole of e, and
chopped up Al of the onton certa Iy 15
fNavor is missing whether dish nd |
from the nture of the leck of  therr mght
whether  from  Lhe lenglhy  inhow alis |
cooking I'm not sure, but the nay --dien
resultart product is mild and  chegy 4 uf
bordering on ‘‘mushy’™ in  lamib r ber
textore. up. m
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1 length wilh a soft inside. It then eed
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stuffed marrow. the oy
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oard of Education of Sealod
nstrict mel Mongtay, March 23,
:30 p m. in the Administration
, with the following members
Mrs. Sally H. Higgins,
. Robert W. Thomas, 5r., vice
I Leon T. Gast;, James A
d William W. Long. executive
y Richard D. Livingsion way
ochuze of a business trip
esent «vere: Kendal T. Jones,
Scivol District's business
Larry A. Whitt, Sealord
n Associntion prefident: and
ce Thackery, Sealord Leader

inutes of the March 4. 1574
«cre approved as submitted.
al reports for the month of
were discussed. Questions
swered by Kendal Jones
to some adjusimenls in
expenditures (or office sup-
-ance and repairs; billing (or
udeats in (he orthopedic
West Seaford: the form in
district recerves Information
counly regarding {axes
Juring the month; and the
s for controlling caleteria

ird approved the recom-
that the title tor library

changed to ‘‘library

and that both library
and library assislants be
0 a 185day ycar basis. The
to implement this recom.
on the basis of exiz'.ng
$389.90. It is expecied that
will improve the situation
Ihe opening and closing of
& considerable extent, since
must now be taken from
s to prepare and close down
hedules will be prepared by
ins with the approval of

gis.3ture is now in session
e Joint Finance Comraittre
ew recess, the Delaware
<ds Association has once
ed legislative information
lative to bills being in-
was agreed that this in-
hould be provided to all
rers. There was a lengthy
some bills presently under
1 and the proper methods
embers o use to express
{ opinions as individuals
ward to the legislators.
will be included as wn
for each board meeting
sislature is in session,
en decided at the Sep-
971 board meeting, four
wiil be used for the schoot
1 lo be held Tuesday, May
sur polling places will be:
d Elementary School,
t High School, Frederick
» ermediate  Schonl, and

ntary School. Discussion
tve to the use of voting

LI

[P o] g s et e ]

voler lurn-out. As staled i the
September 10, 1973 minutes, the resvlls
of this election will be analyzed for
volet  distribution, and conclusions
regarding aclion ofi {2dling places in
future clections will be based on this
information

The spring meeting o the Advisory
Council to the State Board of Education
will be held at 630 pm on Thursday.
March 28, at Wesicy College Plans for
altendance at this mesling were
discussed

The board discussed the fuel oil
situation as it might affert the planned
muve of kimdergarten classes to Blades
School i Septernber 1974 11 was felt
thal this decision must be made on the
basis of the best educational ad-
vanlage, since tlere is at this pont o
way to make projechions relative ta fi*>
oil costs or availability. The bourd
approved the use of the Blades School
for kindergarten clasyies during the
197475 school year The present
classroom set-up may be used as a
contingeocy plan in case of another
“'crisis” Situation, or an allernative
could invelve closing the Katie L.
Handy Building. Also briefly discussed
was |he possibility of converting the oil
burners at Blades School from No. 2 lo
No. 4 {uel oil. This possibilily is being
investigated.

A nisirative  reports  were
discussed and questions were atked
relallve to several items: a survey of
schoot district boundaries. lettérs sent
to parents of senor studernis who are in
danger ol not graduabng. a science
room at the semor high school lor which
equipment iy being purchased

The boord agreed o visit the
Frederick Douglass
struction before the April 29 mecting.

The problem of only one water
fountain being availlable for the public
al the recent musical preduction at the
seniar high school was mentioned.

It was noted that Mr. Thomas will
pres de at the April 9 meeting of the
board. Mrs. Higgins will be altending
the National School Boards Association
convention in Houston. Texas, at her
own exp 'se, She wili be chairman of a
clinic session on guidance, and also
plans to tape record other clinic
sessions which are of interest to the
local beard,

The following resignations were
accepted with regret:

Mrs. Dorothy 1,. Wilkinson - French -
Seaford Senlor High School - effective
June X, 197¢ tfor retirement),

Mts, Freenle G. Wainwright -
Custodian - Frederick Douglans
Intermediate School - effective June 30,
1974 (for retirement).

Mrs. Claudia C. Jones - Teacher aide
{ESEA, Title 1) - Kindergarten - ef-
fective March 29, 1974,

The f(ollowing appointments were
noted

09/28,/2004 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATTON OFFTCHE
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DU (e churchsn 177172 was cul at his
"up-and -down™ sawmill.

During the pre-levolution days,
Houslen 't Pond (Chipman’s Pond) was
on the Kma's Hichway which ran from
near Salisbury. Md o present day
Hearn's Corner in Sassex County, north
to Concard. ben cast tv Georgetown
and Lewes, Del Another branch at
Cencord ran northward 1o Dover and
Wilrangion. During thase Umes, most

commumty l:fe was centered arcond a.

church of serves of mills Just south of
Delaware Rowte 19 on the HRogery
propert, near (e American Legion
Hame m Laurel, are the remains of the
~0ld  Forge” community. This
cormmunity and the commumity sur-
rounding Heuston's mills on the breast
ol s mill dam formen the basis {or the
construction of O Christ Church
where 1t could serve both hamiels At
that tme, Laure! was siill known as
“The Wading Place’. and its streeie
and hoase otz were nol layed out until
[} 24

Scharf's History of Delaware,
pubhishad 1n 1888, gives e [lollowing
account of Chipman’'s Mills in ils
sechon on Broad Creek Hundred

“Cmpman’s Mills 15 situated about
two milss from Laured. near the
Episenpal Church 101d Crrisc Chursh),
and was built by John Chipman atout
the begmnning of the present century
tabout 1890 on of next to the sie of
Robert Houtlon's milly They include a
saw-mill, grist-mill and cording-
machire  John Chipman transferred
hizinterest o his son, Joseph Chipnian
tn K32 The mils are now owned by
Joda I and William Chipman, greal-
grandchiidren of John Chipman The
vardmg-machine was buill by Joseph
Chipsan. wha also ran a grist-mill. The
present gnst-mdl was huildt by the
present proprietors n 1884 (huilding
mnw owned by “arlton W, Lowe), and
has a capacity of fifty l'ushels per day,
the cardirg - machine seventy [ive
pounds, and the saw-mill eight bundred
feel

The group interested in resloring
Chipman's Mill has discussed with
Carlton lLowe the possibility of
reconstructing a replica of an up-and-
down sawmill which probably operated
under a rough shed in colonial days and
a replica of the cardingsmachine which
was operaled aboul (90 yards east of
the present grist mill by pond water
ranning under the “'King's ilighway™ to
the “"yellow hole™ on the Lsyat propertly
near Old Christ Church. Lowe s agree-
able to donating this 2dditional land for
the creation of a smalt historical park
embodying Lhe three buildings which
consisled of vne of carly Delaware's
only *'self-supporting’’ mill dam
communities - food, clothing and
timber -~ and which later supported &
church. Much of this land has been
clearcd, and there is room (or an accers
road al the niill and an egt »ts road at
the boundary of the churc.. property
with room for parking. Several huge

hrard of thesn antd read nhvot how|‘
them, Lecks are a stalk about twe?
9inches in length and green in - il
cofor with an onicn and small  bur;
rools on onc end. They are wit!
cnoked yniil they are very, ..¢o

very soft and served whole or S0

chopped wp. All of the onwn  cerl.
Navor is missing whether  dish
from the nalure of the leck or  there
whether  {rom the lengthy  inh-
conking 1'm not sure, hut the  min.
resuttant product is mild and  chiey
berdering on ‘‘mushy’ in  Jom:
texture, up,
Marrow: The English  musr
marrow resembles our Sussex  dgep

Zuchim squash as much as The

anything Lhat Fran think of as oo
itis green and about 12 inches  fot 3i
n length with 2 soft inside. Tt then |
s usually served wilh the whick
insides having bee, scooped  dougt
out and replaced with ham- point
burger (minced meat)...thus, mush
stulfed marrow. the p:

The smaller, dwarfed cube
variety of the marrow is the gprink
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The time’s abad grind
for venerable millin Sussex

Py NANCY E. LYNCH

‘Bussex Bureau

~ LAUREL — The sands of time
-ﬁave in no measure been grist for
Tistoric Chipman Mill near here.
= The 18th century mill, on the
“south shore of 65-acre Chlpman
Pond about a mile east of Laurel,
i3 believed to be the oldest stand-
ing in Delaware.
- But time is running out because
the structure’s original hand-hewn
beams have deteriorated to the
Point where the mill is in danger of
tollapsin g into its milirace.
- The old saw and grist mill first
Sttracted statewlde attention
Jeven years ago when Carlton W.
:i,owe then owner, offered to give
and the two-p lus acres it sits on
40 any nonprollt organization that
“would restore it. Or, he said, he
would tear it dowi.

Lowe, who recognized the his-
-torical slcnmcance of the mill,

-also zed that the bul]diug
“had to be either stabillzed or
Yazed. He made his give-away
vffer when he figured he dida't
&« ve the capital to restore it him-
self.

That was in 1974.

The mill Is stilt standing bat
Lowe, now 78, is tired of waiting
for a resoue efiort “I hate to age it
go, I really do, but not a soul has
come iorward " he has said: “If we
tear it down, we'll never hear the
likes of it but people have had*
plenty of time.”

J.owe at one time negotiated
informally with Delaware Wild
Lands Ine., a nonprolit group
organized in 1961 to subsndize
natural preservation of land.

“That kind of died out,” sald
Holger H. Harvey, Wild L&nds
executive director. “We're very
sympathetic to restorations but
we're not in the business, Our pri-
mary purpose is to.save land.”

Wild Lands, with offices in
Odessa, maintains about 15,000
acres of Delaware land with an ,
estimated net worth of $6-7 mil-
lion.

Loowe recently sold the mill to
his son, James, and daughter, Jean
Givens, who, Lowe says, have no
interestin restoring it. But Lowe is
a sentimental man who keeps put-
ting off any talk of demolition.

The son of a carpenter, he is a
re¢tired farmer — and a great-
grandfather — who developed
some of his 200 acres along Chip-
man Pond into mobile home and
family campsites. Lowe's Lake
View Regﬁeauon Area s one « of the

“state’s largestihtind camping ~

areas.

Lowe knows the mill well, hav-
ing managed it from 1938 to 1950
for Elwoeod Chipman, a descendent
of the family for whom the miil

Historic Chipman Mill, near Laurel

and pond were named.

Lowe has said the mill has not
been repovated in recent years and
stands nearly the way it was when
It first started up. He retired the
millin 1951, a year after he bought
It and his 200 acres from Chipman.

He remembers its ‘gater power
was enough to card 80 pounds of
cotton a day, grind 50 bushels of
corn and saw 800 feet of lumber.
The original wooden cogwheels
that drove the grinding machinery
are still beneath the mill’s floor-
ing.

Not far from the mill is Old
Christ Church, which was buiit in
1771-1772. Local historians,and
Lowe have concluded that the
boards used to build the church
came from Chipman Mill, making
the mill older than the church.

Early Maryland records indicate
that before 1770, when the central
part of Sussex County — which
included the mill and pond — were
still a part of Maryland's Worces-
ter County, a Robert Houston
owned the area.

Chipman Pond was then known
as Houston's Pond. Houston
operated the gristand "up-and
down” sawmill.

According to the records, Hous-
ton donated the land for the church
and the lumber {or its construction
came from his mill. The Chipman

Statt photo by Susan L. Gregg

family bought the mill from Hous-
ton in 1816.

Lowe has always maintained
that the land the mill is ou is worth
moré cleared, as his family would
put in additional campsites

He's all but given up on any res-
toration, even though he had envi-
sioned parking facilities next to a
restored mill and a network of
paths so tourists could also visit
Old Christ Church, 250 yards
away.

“The only demands I would
make would be to know the plan of
restoration and when it would be
done. Also, the mill must be non-
profit and must be open tn the
public at least six months of the
year,"” Lowe says now.

But since he has deeded his prop-
erty to his children, he's not sure
his give-away still applies "We'd
have to discuss it because the mill
no longer belongs to me but I still
hold an interestin it "

For now, the family has no plans
for the mill. And Lowe is left with
his thoughts on the nugget of his-
tory he can see from his living
room.

“What I think is disgusting is

* that people 1n western Suscex

County are not interested in his-
torical things,” he muses. "You
can’t get sotnething done unless
the community is interested
You've got to want it *
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