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ABSTRACT 
This report presents the results of a Phase I Archaeological Survey for the Phase I Archaeological 
Survey of BR 159 James Street over Christina River,, which is located in the Town of Newport, 
Christiana Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware.  This survey was conducted in Late Summer-
Early Fall 2012 for the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) to fulfill Section 106 
compliance requirements. 
 
The goal of the Phase I Archaeological Survey was to locate and identify any archaeological sites 
within the project’s 2.449-acre (0.99 hectares) Area of Potential Effects (APE).  An archaeological 
survey area encompassing approximately 0.396-acre (0.16-hectare) was delineated within the APE in 
consultation with the DelDOT.  The archaeological survey area consists of a vacant lot located at the 
southeast corner of the S. James Street/Water Street intersection.  Project consultation determined that 
remaining portion of the project APE did not require subsurface testing due to prior large-scale 
subsurface disturbance. 
 
Survey efforts involved archival research; archaeological sensitivity and disturbance analyses; field 
investigations; laboratory/data analysis; and report preparation.  Project coordination with the 
DelDOT, Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DE SHPO), and the BASF Corporation were 
also performed.  Relevant data generated by a concurrent historic architectural study for the project 
were integrated into the Phase I Archaeological Survey accordingly.  The Phase I archaeological 
survey entailed the excavation and data analysis of five Shovel Test Pits and one 1-meter by 1-meter 
Test Unit, which were excavated at controlled intervals within archaeological survey area.   
 
One archaeological site, the Boys-Hilyard/Delaware Canoe Club Site (7NC-E-194; N-10880), was 
identified and recorded by this survey.  This site contains two components.  Each component consist 
of severely-disturbed remains and random of a no longer extant building.  The Boys-Hilyard Site 
component (7NC-E-194B) consists of an infilled cellar hole of brick house that was constructed 
during the mid- to late 19th century.  The cellarhole has been severely-disturbed and exists as a dense 
concentration of loose architectural demolition debris that corresponds with the former footprint of 
the house.  The Delaware Canoe Club Boat House Site component (7NC-E-194A) is the location of a 
late 19th – early 20th century boat house that was constructed off of the rear elevation of the Boys-
Hilyard House.  The combined results of subsurface archaeological testing, geotechnical soil borings, 
and historic land use analyses revealed that subsurface integrities of both site components are poor.  
The historic footprints and yard areas of the two former buildings have been severely compromised 
by repeated grading and filling associated with various modern construction activities, building 
modification/demolition, subsurface utility construction, as well as recurrent use of the property as a 
construction staging, storage, and disposal area.  Although site excavations did yield some 
architectural debris and a small number of domestic artifacts that could have originated from the site’s 
historic occupations, all of these artifacts were recovered from fill deposits with mixed artifacts that 
collectively span the nineteenth through late-twentieth century.  All of the artifacts with projected 
date ranges that are contemporaneous with the sites’ historic occupations were recovered in 
association with and/or stratigraphically above mid- to late twentieth century artifacts.  Due to lacks 
of intact cultural deposits, low densities of domestic artifacts, and lacks of any distinct spatial, 
temporal, or categorical patterning, it has been concluded that the physical integrities and data 
potentials of the Boys-Hilyard/Delaware Canoe Club Site does not rise to the level required by the 
NPS’ Criteria of Evaluation for either significance or integrity.   
 
Based on the results of the Phase I Archaeological Survey, the Boys-Hilyard/Delaware Canoe Clue 
Boat House House Site is recommended not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP).  No further work within the archaeological survey area is recommended. 




