








4. SITE PLAN:  
 
 

INDICATE NORTH ON PLAN 

0700500012

0700500015

0
Feet
170

Kane House

Gatehouse

Ives-duPont
 House

Ives-du Pont Estate 
District Boundary

2007 U.S.G.S. Delaware Digital Ortho Quarter Quad Aerial Photography 
 
 
 
 
 

    USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-9 

CRS # N-1114 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
MAIN BUILDING FORM 
 
 
 

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1307 Snuff Mill Road 

 
3. YEAR BUILT:  1928 CIRCA?:   ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Albert Ely Ives, architect; Allen L. 

Lauritsen, builder 
 
4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN:  French Eclectic 
 
5. INTEGRITY: original site  moved  

 
6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  
 
7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible.  Use N/A for not applicable; leave no 

blanks.) 
 
a. Overall shape:  Irregular Stories:  2  
 Additions:  Two-story south addition; semi-circular glass stair tower 
 
b Structural system (if known):  frame 
 

Foundation:   materials:  stucco c. 
basement:     full      partial      not visible      no basement  

 
d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings):  stucco 
 

Roof:  shape:  cross-hip 
materials:  not visible 
cornice:  not visible 
dormers:  not visible 

e. 

 
chimney:  location(s):  not visible 

 
8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS: 

 
Facade:  Direction:  North (not accessible from public right-of-way) 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows  
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 
 trim not visible 

a. 

2) 

 shutters not visible 
 

CRS # N-1114 

2. FUNCTION(S):  historic Residence current Residence 

if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year 
   
                 
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year 
a.  Addition 1939 
b.  Semi-circular stair tower and additions  1970 



doc# 20-06-01-05-02  USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-2 

 
 

Facade (cont’d) 
Door(s)  
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) not visible 

b. Side:  Direction:  East (not accessible from public right-of-way) 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 

 trim not visible 

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)       
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) not visible 

c. Side:  Direction:        West (not accessible from public right-of-way) 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 
 trim not visible  

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)       
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) not visible 

d. Rear:  Direction:        South (not accessible from public right-of-way) 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 
 trim not visible 

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)  
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) not visible 

CRS # N-1114 
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9. INTERIOR:  not accessible 

10. LANDSCAPING:  The Ives-du Pont House is set back from Old Kennett Road; the original driveway extended to this 
road but was later moved to Snuff Mill Road.  The curvilinear drive runs roughly parallel to Old Kennett Road, culminating 
in a circular driveway in front of the house, which is surrounded by tall stuccoed walls.  Access to the property was denied, 
but aerial views suggest that the grounds are developed with formal gardens. 

 
11. OTHER COMMENTS:  The property owner denied the surveyor access to the property.  The limited description herein is 

based on historic photographs and documentation.   

 

CRS # N-1114 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
MAIN BUILDING FORM 
 
 
 

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1303 Snuff Mill Road 

 
3. YEAR BUILT:  1940 CIRCA?:   ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown 
 
4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN:  Semi-detached dwelling 
 
5. INTEGRITY: original site  moved  

 
6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  
 
7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible.  Use N/A for not applicable; leave no 

blanks.) 
 
a. Overall shape:  rectangular Stories:  1½  
 Additions:  N/A 
 
b Structural system (if known):  frame 
 

Foundation:   materials:   c. 
basement:     full      partial      not visible      no basement  

 
d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings):  stucco 
 

Roof:  shape:  cross gable 
materials:  asphalt shingle 
cornice:  no overhang, gable returns 
dormers:  two gabled dormers on central garage bays and on N and S elevations 

e. 

 
chimney:  location(s):  stuccoed interior end chimneys with terra cotta chimney pots 

 
8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS: 

 
Facade:  Direction:  East 
1) Bays 7; three central garage bays flanked by 2-bay residential units 

Windows       
 fenestration obscured by vegetation 
 type 6/6 double-hung sash 
 trim plain board surrounds 

a. 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
 

CRS # N-1114 

2. FUNCTION(S):  historic Residence current Residence 

if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year 
   
                 
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year 
a.    
b.    
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Facade (cont’d) 
Door(s)  
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

b. Side:  Direction:  North 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 

 trim not visible 

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)       
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

c. Side:  Direction:        South 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type one oriel window visible; remainder of elevation obscured by vegetation 
 trim not visible  

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)       
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

d. Rear:  Direction:        West (not accessible from public right-of-way) 
1) Bays not visible 

Windows       
 fenestration not visible 
 type not visible 
 trim not visible 

2) 

 shutters not visible 
Door(s)  
 location not visible 
 type not visible 

3) 

 trim not visible 

 

4) Porch(es) not visible 

CRS # N-1114 
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9. INTERIOR:  not accessible 

10. LANDSCAPING:  Dense vegetation surrounds the residential units, obscuring construction details. The entry drive 
extends from Snuff Mill Road; a second driveway is located south of the residence and extends to the Ives-du Pont House.

 
11. OTHER COMMENTS:   

 

CRS # N-1114 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
SURVEY UPDATE FORM  

 
 
 

 
 
2. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  1303 Snuff Mill Road 
 
 
3. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  demolished  
 
 
4. INTEGRITY:    

original stone section of dwelling collapsed or was razed circa 1985; the remaining frame wing was substantially 
reconstructed thereafter 

 
 
5. SETTING INTEGRITY:   

no change 

 
 
6. FORMS ADDED (give number of forms completed for each): 
 

#: Form: List property types: 
1 CRS 2 Main Building Form Dwelling 
   CRS 3 Secondary Building Form       
   CRS 4 Archaeological Site Form       
   CRS 5 Structure (Building-Like) Form       
   CRS 6 Structure (Land Feature) Form       
   CRS 7 Object Form       
   CRS 8 Landscape Elements Form       
0 CRS 9 Map Form N/A 
   CRS 14 Potential District Form       

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. SURVEYOR INFORMATION: 
 

Surveyor name: Jennifer B. Leynes 

Principal Investigator name: Jennifer B. Leynes 

Principal Investigator signature:  

Organization: Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 
Date
: August 5, 2009 
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CRS # N-1114 

1. HISTORIC NAME/FUNCTION: Michael Kane House 



 
8.  OTHER NOTES OR OBSERVATIONS:   
 

DE SHPO files suggest that this property is the T. Vandever House; however, a title search of the property indicates that 
Thomas Vandever did not own this property but rather the adjacent property on the west.  Michael Kane purchased the 
subject parcel in 1859 and constructed a stone house on the property; census records indicate that he was living here with his 
family in 1860.  A frame wing was added to the east elevation of the dwelling, probably during the late nineteenth century. 
 
In 1940, the house was acquired by Alfred V. and Marcella Miller du Pont, and the property was assimilated into their 
neighboring estate. A semi-detached dwelling, referred to herein as the gatehouse, was constructed nearby and prior to 1960. 
By 1978, the Michael Kane House was no longer occupied, and the original stone section collapsed sometime after 1982. The 
existing frame wing was substantially reconstructed by the present owner; according to the estate’s property manager, the 
building covers a well on the property.   

 
9. STATE HISTORIC CONTEXT FRAMEWORK (check all appropriate boxes; refer to state management plan(s)): 
 

a) Time period(s) 
 
 
 
 

 1600-1750" Contact Period (Native American) 
 1630-1730" Exploration and Frontier Settlement 
 1730-1770" Intensified and Durable Occupation 
 1770-1830" Early Industrialization 
 1830-1880" Industrialization and Early Urbanization 
 1880-1940" Urbanization and Early Suburbanization 
 1940-1960" Suburbanization and Early Ex-urbanization 

 
b) Geographical zone 

 
 
 
 
 

c)  Historic period theme(s) 
 

 Agriculture Transportation and Communication 
 Forestry Settlement Patterns and Demographic Changes 
 Trapping/Hunting Architecture, Engineering and Decorative Arts 
 Mining/Quarrying Government 
 Fishing/Oystering Religion 
 Manufacturing Education 
 Retailing/Wholesaling Community Organizations 
 Finance Occupational Organizations 
 Professional Services Major Families, Individuals and Events 
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CRS# N-1114 

 Pre-European Contact 
 Paleo-Indian 
 Archaic 
 Woodland I 
 Woodland II 

 Piedmont 
 Upper Peninsula 
 Lower Peninsula/Cypress Swamp 
 Coastal 
 Urban (City of Wilmington) 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
MAIN BUILDING FORM 
 
 
 

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  Michael Kane House, 1303 Snuff Mill Road 

 
3. YEAR BUILT:  1859 CIRCA?:   ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown 
 
4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN:  2-bay vernacular farmhouse 
 
5. INTEGRITY: original site  moved  

 
6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  
 
7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible.  Use N/A for not applicable; leave no 

blanks.) 
 
a. Overall shape:  rectangular Stories:  2 
 Additions:  N/A 
 
b Structural system (if known):  frame 
 

Foundation:   materials:  parged stone c. 
basement:     full      partial      not visible      no basement  

 
d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings):  clapboard with corner boards 
 

Roof:  shape:  gable 
materials:  asphalt shingle 
cornice:  wide overhang, open 
dormers:  N/A 

e. 

 
chimney:  location(s):  N/A 

 
8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS: 

 
Facade:  Direction:  North 
1) Bays 2 

Windows       
 fenestration regular, with one window on 1st floor and two on 2nd  
 type 2/2 wood sash 
 trim plain board surrounds 

a. 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
 

CRS # N-1114 

2. FUNCTION(S):  historic Single-family dwelling current Vacant 

if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year 
   
                 
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year 
a.  east wing added c.1890
b.  original stone section of building razed and east wing substantially reconstructed c.1985



doc# 20-06-01-05-02  USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-2 

 
 

Facade (cont’d) 
Door(s)  
 location offset in E bay of facade 
 type wood panel 

3) 

 trim plain board surround 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

b. Side:  Direction:  East 
1) Bays 2 

Windows       
 fenestration regular, two windows per floor 
 type 2/2 wood sash 

 trim plain board surrounds 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s)       
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

c. Side:  Direction:        West  
1) Bays 2 

Windows       
 fenestration regular, two window openings per floor 
 type windows replaced with wooden vents 
 trim plain board surrounds  

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s)       
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

d. Rear:  Direction:        South 
1) Bays 1 

Windows       
 fenestration one window per floor in E half of elevation 
 type 2/2 double-hung wood sash 
 trim plain board surrounds 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s)  
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

CRS # N-1114 
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9. INTERIOR:  N/A 

10. LANDSCAPING:  a low stone wall extends around the north (Old Kennett Road) and east (Snuff Mill Road) corners of 
property 

 
11. OTHER COMMENTS:   

This property was previously surveyed as CRS #N-1114.  The existing structure is the rear wing of the original stone 
dwelling. 
  
 

 

CRS # N-1114 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 
 

doc # 20-06-01-05-12 CRS-13 
 

 
CRS# N-1114 Date 11/19/2009 Photo Roll# C4954 Surveyor Jennifer B. Leynes 
 
Description  Front (north) façade and west elevation; East and rear (south) elevations, showing remains of  
original stone dwelling’s walls         
 
Negative location (if other than SHPO)        
 
Attach contact print(s): 
 

 
 

 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 
 

doc # 20-06-01-05-12 CRS-13 
 

 
 
CRS# N-1114 Date 11/19/2009 Photo Roll# C4954 Surveyor Jennifer B. Leynes 
 
Description  Ruin of original stone dwelling, showing brick fireplace on interior of north wall 
         
 
Negative location (if other than SHPO)        
 
Attach contact print(s): 
 

 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 
 

doc # 20-06-01-05-12 CRS-13 
 

 
CRS# N-1114 Date 11/19/2009 Photo Roll# n/a Surveyor Jennifer B. Leynes 
 
Description  Front (west) façade of twin gatehouse; View of gatehouse, with north dwelling unit in  
foreground         
 
Negative location (if other than SHPO)        
 
Attach contact print(s): 
 

 
 

 
















