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Abstract

Under contract to the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT), HDR, Inc. (HDR)
conducted a Phase Il archaeological evaluation of a 0.65-acre section of the Potter Estate Tenant
Farmstead (7K-F-205) in the City of Milford, Milford Hundred, Kent County, Delaware from
December 9-17, 2014. A total of 60 shovel test pits and seven test units were excavated. During the
fieldwork, two features were identified. Feature 1 is interpreted as the remains of a single demolition
event that most likely occurred during the mid-twentieth century, when records indicate that
structures on the property were razed. Feature 2 was also interpreted as the remains of a single
demolition event of an outbuilding that also likely occurred during the mid-twentieth century.

A mix of predominantly architectural materials (brick, mortar, concrete, cut and wire nails, and
window glass) dating from the mid/late-nineteenth to mid-twentieth centuries was recovered during
the excavation. Domestic artifacts (ceramics and glassware) comprise only a small percentage of
the assemblage. Evidence of direct and indirect exposure to fire is present on a high percentage of
the artifacts. Based on the locations of the few temporally diagnostic artifacts recovered during
excavations, the site lacks horizontal and vertical integrity.

Results of fieldwork at the Potter Estate Tenant Farmstead site reveal a paucity of temporally
diagnostic artifacts and extensive disturbance on site as a result of razing one or more structures on
the property. The deposits identified at the site lack horizontal and vertical integrity. Site 7K-5-205
does not retain integrity, and therefore, HDR recommends that the site is not eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
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