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Table 5-2 and Table 5-3 list natural stratigraphy and fill/feature soil information, respectively, for the 
site. The stratigraphy of TUs 2 through 7 (Figure 5-4 through Figure 5-8) was consistent with the 
stratigraphy encountered in the STPs. However, TU 1 exhibited a previously plowed Ap horizon (a 
brown [10YR 4/3] sandy loam) extending to 44 cm in depth, overlaying a sterile B horizon (light 
yellowish brown [10YR 6/4] sand) (see Table 5-4). The TU 1 profile allowed for a closer inspection of 
the mottled zone between Strata I and II (labeled Stratum I/II; generally appearing as brown [10YR 
4/3] sandy loam mottled with light yellowish brown [10YR 6/4] sand), often indicated by deep plow 
scars occurring between 28 and 44 cm below datum (cmbd). 

Table 5-1. Natural strata encountered during subsurface testing. 
Stratum Munsell Designation Color Texture 

I 10YR4/3  Brown Sandy Loam 

II 10YR6/4 Light Yellowish Brown Sand 

III 10YR5/6 mottled with 10YR7/4 Yellowish Brown and Pale Brown, respectively Sandy Clay 

 

Table 5-2. Fill layers and feature soils encountered during subsurface testing. 

Stratum Variations Type Munsell 
Designation Color Texture 

0 a Fill 10YR4/3 Brown Sandy Loam 

 b Fill 10YR6/4 Light Yellowish Brown Sand 

 c Fill Temporarily assigned during shovel testing; changed to Feature 1 or 
Feature 2 soils during test unit excavation  d Fill 

 e Feature 1 10YR4/3 mottle 
with 10YR6/4 

Brown and Light yellowish 
Brown, respectively 

Sandy Loam/ 
Sand/Ash/Charcoal 

 f Feature 2 10YR4/3 mottle 
with 10YR6/4 

Brown and Light yellowish 
Brown, respectively 

Sandy Loam/ 
Sand/Ash/Charcoal 

 g Feature 2 (sterile 
gravel layer 
encountered 

directly beneath 
Feature 2) 

10YR6/4 Light Yellowish Brown 70% Gravel with 
Sand 

Feature 1 and Feature 2 were first encountered in STPs 25, 26, and 27, and STPs 56 and 57, 
respectively. They were initially identified as four distinct fill layers (labeled 0a through 0d).  
However, during excavation of TU 2 (Feature 1) and TU 5 (Feature 2), it became apparent that 
Stratum 0c and 0d were not distinct fill layers, but were actually a mottling of the natural Strata I and 
II, combined with ash, charcoal, and artifacts. Strata 0c and 0d were relabeled as Feature 1/Stratum 
0e and Feature 2/Stratum 0f (see Table 5-4 below). Stratum 0a was a generally consistent layer 
encountered above both Feature 1 and Feature 2 in all test units. Varying greatly in thickness, 
Stratum 0b was present beneath Stratum 0a in TUs 2, 3, 4, and 7. Stratum 0g was encountered 
beneath Feature 2 soils in TU 6. STP profiles are in Appendix B. 

Feature 1 soils were composed of a mottling of the natural A and B horizons, mixed with ash, 
charcoal, and artifacts. The feature was thickest in TUs 2 and 7, at approximately 60 and 80 cm 
thick, respectively. The eastern and northern extents of the feature were identified in TU 3 and TU 4, 
respectively. A mix of predominantly architectural materials (brick, mortar, concrete, cut and wire 
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Table 5-3. Artifacts recovered from STPs. 

Artifact Type Total 

Activities 

Miscellaneous hardware 8 

Clay pigeon 1 

Unidentifiable metal fragments 11 

Personal 

Milkglass cream jar 1 

Shell (sample) 29 

Charcoal 42 

Slag 1 

Total 315 

Figure 5-2. Shovel test pits excavation in progress, view north. 

 
The stratigraphy encountered in the STPs reflected a previously plowed Ap horizon (a brown [10YR 
4/3] sandy loam) extending between 25 and 40 cm in depth, overlaying a sterile B horizon (light 
yellowish brown [10YR 6/4] sand).  

The majority of the artifacts recovered from STP contexts were architectural (n=123; 39% of the STP 
assemblage). Kitchen-related items (n=98) constitute 31% of the assemblage; glassware and bottle 
shards make up more than half (66%) of those. Undecorated whiteware, dating from the 1820s into 
the twentieth century, was the most frequently encountered ceramic type. However, the assemblage 
provides a slightly tighter occupation period from the 1860s as indicated by Albany stoneware (late 

30 | May 2015 





Phase II Archaeological Evaluation for the Potter Estate Tenant Farmstead Site (7K-F-205) 
Milford, Milford Hundred, Kent County, Delaware 

Figure 5-3. Test unit excavation in progress, view north. 

 
 

Analysis of the data by strata (Table 5-5) shows that nearly half (59%) of artifacts recovered from 
TUs derived from Feature 1. Nearly 63% of those were from TU 7, followed by 28% from TU 2. A 
smaller number of artifacts from Feature I fill were collected from TUs 3 and 4. These TUs were 
located in the northwestern portion of the current project area.  

Table 5-5. Artifact counts by stratum/feature within each TU (excluding brick, mortar, 
shell, unidentifiable metal fragments, charcoal, and modern items). 

 TU 1 TU 2 TU 3 TU 4 TU 5 TU 6 TU 7 Total 

Stratum 0a N/A 23 56 35 25 66 22 227 

Stratum 0b N/A 52 10 23 N/A N/A 10 95 

Feature 1 N/A 243 4 71 N/A N/A 537 855 

Feature 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A 68 341 N/A 409 

Stratum 0g/Feature 2/Stratum II? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 

Stratum I 94 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 94 

Stratum I/II 53 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 53 

Stratum II – – – – – – – 0 

Stratum II/III N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A -- 0 

Stratum III N/A – N/A N/A N/A – – 0 

Total 147 318 70 129 93 407 569 1,733 
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Table 5-6. Artifacts recovered from test units. 

Artifact Type Total Weight (g) 

Flowerpot sherd 1  

Clothing 7  

Personal 5  

Arms-related  6  

Animal bone 14  

Shell (sample)  887.04 

Coal (sample, not included in table total) 20  

Charcoal  4,950.13 

Unidentifiable metal fragments  7,915.41 

Miscellaneous (modern) 9  

Total 1,733  

As with the STP excavations, the majority of the artifacts recovered from TUs were architectural 
materials, of those 44% (n=778) were nails. There were 245 cut nails and 299 wire nails in the TU 
assemblage (the remainder were indeterminate/corroded fragments). The majority of the nails 
derived from Feature 1 fills. Both hand molded and machine-made bricks were identified during the 
excavations. Both types of nails and bricks were found in roughly equal numbers from the same 
proveniences across the site. This is one indicator of disturbance and admixing that was identified in 
Feature fill.   

TUs results presented below are divided according to a combination of the feature they were used to 
investigate and their locations on site. 

5.2.1 Test Unit 1 
Test Unit 1 was situated to investigate a possible driveway that was preliminarily identified during 
STP excavations (Figure 5-4). The unit profile varies from the rest of the TUs excavated with the 
noticeable lack of feature fill (Figure 5-5). Figure 5.6 shows the natural stratigraphy encountered in 
TU 1. 
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In total, 147 artifacts were discovered in TU 1 along with a small amount of brick (749 g) (Table 5-7). 
None of the mortar or heavily corroded and fragmented pieces of metal found elsewhere on the site 
were found in the test unit. Unlike what was encountered in TUs 2 through 7, domestic artifacts 
make up the bulk (75%) of the TU 1 assemblage.  

Table 5-7. Vertical artifact distribution in TU 1. 
Stratum/Level Domestic Architectural Other Brick (g) Mortar (g) Misc. Metal (g) 

I/1 20 2 1 9.79 N/A N/A 

I/2 38 9 3 205.91 N/A N/A 

I/3 1 15 5 N/A N/A N/A 

I/II/ 1 28 7 5 172 N/A N/A 

I/II/ 2 8 2 3 361.32 N/A N/A 

Total 95 35 17 749.02 0 0 

The range of domestic artifacts recovered from TU 1 includes decorated and undecorated 
whiteware, redware, and a variety of table glass and bottles. Nine of the 10 pieces of flat glass found 
were in Stratum I, and included both clear and aqua pieces. Other items include one fragment of 
lighting glass and a centerfire ammunition shell dating to the early twentieth century recovered from 
Stratum I/1, a rimfire ammunition shell and an animal bone fragment found in Stratum I/II/ 2, and 
shoe grommets recovered from Stratum I/3 and Stratum I/II/ 1. A total of 183.89 g of mixed clam and 
oyster shell (105.99 from Stratum I and 77.9 g from Stratum I/II) was collected and weighed (159.39 
g clam, 24.5 g oyster). 

5.2.2 Test Units 2 & 4 
Test Unit 2 and Test Unit 4 were excavated to investigate Feature 1, originally identified as fill levels 
in STPs 25, 26, and 27. Figures 5-7 through 5-10 clearly show the deep Feature 1 fill deposit 
encountered during excavations. Figures 5-11 and 5-12 depict the soil strata encountered during the 
excavation of TUs 2 and 4.  
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Figure 5-9. Feature 1, post-excavation, in south profile of TU 2. 

 

Figure 5-10. Feature 1, post-excavation, in west profile of TU 2 (left) and TU 4 (right). 
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Figure 5-12. TU 4 north profile. 

 
 

A total of 318 artifacts was collected from TU 2 (Table 5-8). The majority of the brick and large 
quantities of mortar derived primarily from Levels 1-3 of Feature 1.  

Table 5-8. Vertical artifact distribution in TU 2. 
Stratum/Level Domestic Architectural Other Brick (g) Mortar (g) Misc. Metal (g) 

Oa/1 4 3 N/A 245.2 88.7 N/A 

Oa/2 2 5 N/A 146.2 N/A N/A 

Oa/3 2 6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Ob/1 1 4 1 N/A N/A N/A 

Ob/2 1 15 1 N/A 12.2 N/A 

Ob/3 2 25 2 43.3 48.5 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 1 6 90 13 977.79 2979.54 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 2 9 82 2 N/A 8014.42 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 3 22 11 3 435.6 680.34 2902.99 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 4 3 3 N/A N/A 76.6 N/A 

Total 52 244 22 1,848.09 11,900.3 2,902.99 
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The range of domestic artifacts includes redware, decorated and undecorated whiteware, Albany 
glaze stoneware, and yellowware and porcelain. There was the usual variety of table glass and 
bottles. Of 16 pieces of flat glass found, the majority (n=9) derived from Stratum Oa, and the next 
highest number (n=5) derived from Feature 1 fill. All levels included aqua colored pieces but the only 
clear piece came from Feature 1/Level 1 fill. All of the 30 nails from TU 4 were in such poor and 
corroded a condition that identification of type was not possible. Other items include a fencing staple 
and metal plate with attached screws from Stratum Oa, and five indeterminate ferrous metal 
fragments from Feature 1 fill. The body of a Frozen Charlotte doll (ca. 1850-1920) was also 
recovered from Feature 1 fill, Level 2 (Figure 5-14). A total of 33.5g of shell (18.8 from Stratum Oa, 
7.6 from Stratum Ob, and 7.1 from Feature 1) was collected and weighed (3.5 g clam, 30 g oyster). 

Figure 5-14. Frozen Charlotte doll 
recovered from Feature 1, Level 2 in TU 4. 

 
 

5.2.3 Test Unit 3 
Test Unit 3 was placed roughly between STPs 26 and 27 in order to investigate Feature 1. Figures 
5-15 and 5-18 show the location before excavation and the profiles of Feature 1 fill within the unit. 
The profile shows that, similar to TU 4, TU 3 may have been placed at an edge of the Feature 1 fill 
boundary.  
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Figure 5-18. TU 3 south profile. 

 
 

A total of 70 artifacts were collected from TU 3. Of those, 80% (n=56) derived from levels in Stratum 
Oa. Table 5-10 shows the distribution of artifacts in TU 3.  

Table 5-10. Vertical artifact distribution in TU 3. 
Stratum/Level Domestic Architectural Other Brick (g) Mortar (g) Misc. Metal (g) 

Oa/1 7 3 1 122.18 110.5 N/A 

Oa/2 28 7 3 70.5 N/A N/A 

Oa/3 4 2 1 N/A ND N/A 

Ob/1 4 5 1 N/A N/A N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 2 1 N/A N/A 34.49 N/A N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 3 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Total 47 17 6 227.17 110.5 0 

 

The range of domestic artifacts includes decorated and undecorated whiteware, redware and a 
variety of table glass and bottles. Of the flat glass, eight pieces derived from Stratum Oa and one 
from Stratum Ob, and all were aqua colored pieces. Of the nine nail fragments found, five were cut 
nails and four were unidentifiable. Other items include one fragment of lighting glass recovered from 
Stratum Oa/2. A total of 6.6 g of clam shell was found in Stratum Oa/1 and 18 g of oyster shell were 
found in Stratum Oa/2. 
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Figure 5-22. Feature 1, post-excavation, in east profile of TU 7. 

 

Figure 5-23. Feature 1, post-excavation, in south profile of TU 7. 
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A total of 569 artifacts was collected from TU 7 (Table 5-11). The majority of these were architectural 
(74.5%) and large quantities of brick and mortar were collected.  

Table 5-11. Vertical artifact distribution in TU 7. 
Stratum/Level Domestic Architectural Other Brick (g) Mortar (g) Misc. Metal (g) 

Oa/2 2 9 5 177 N/A N/A 

Oa/3 5 N/A 1 122 7.81 N/A 

Ob/1 4 6 N/A 108 67.56 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 1 20 33 7 429.8 139.4 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 2 8 31 8 3400 2200 N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 3 13 82 8 2443.3 450 89.1 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 4 7 80 8 783.8 793 110 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 5 18 87 14* 116 6100 22 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 6 6 45 6 537.2 N/A N/A 

Oe/Feat. 1/ 7 3 51 2 658.3 90 90 

Total 86 424 59 8,775.4 9,847.77 311.1 

*includes a Prehistoric quartz point 

 

The range of domestic artifacts includes redware, decorated and undecorated whiteware, Albany 
glaze stoneware, yellowware, and porcelain, and a variety of table glass and bottles. Eight of the 61 
pieces of flat glass found were in Strata Oa (n=6) and Ob (n=2). The remainder derived from all 
levels of Feature 1 fills, and all proveniences included both clear and aqua colored pieces. Other 
items include a fragment of cinderblock from the base of Feature 1 fill, a pulley, washer, pieces of 
aluminum foil, and a Congoleum factory, once local to Milford, carpet pin dated to the early twentieth 
century. Two buttons, one plastic and one mother of pearl, were recovered from the lower levels of 
Feature 1 fill along with a single animal bone fragment and a rimfire cartridge shell. A total of 183.89 
g of shell (105.99 from Stratum I and 77.9 g from Stratum I/II) was collected and weighed (159.39 g 
clam, 24.5 g oyster). 
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Figure 5-29. Feature 2, post-excavation, in north profile of TU 5. 

 

Figure 5-30. Feature 2, post-excavation, in east profile of TU 5. 
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Figure 5-33. TU 5 west and north profiles. 

 
 

A total of 93 artifacts was recorded for TU 5 (Table 5-12). The domestic-related artifacts recovered 
from the unit includes redware, decorated and undecorated whiteware, one sherd of white glazed 
Bristol stoneware (post-1890), and a variety of table glass and bottles. One of the most unique 
artifacts from this TU was a piece of aqua-colored glass that had clearly been knapped along one 
edge in a fashion one usually finds on lithic artifacts (Figure 5-34).  

Table 5-12. Vertical artifact distribution in TU 5. 
Stratum/Level Domestic Architectural Other Brick (g) Mortar (g) Misc. Metal (g) 

Oa/1 4 6 4 No data N/A N/A 

Oa/2 4 7 1 N/A N/A N/A 

Of/Feat. 2/ 1 2 2 11* N/A 2948.35 N/A 

Of/Feat. 2/ 2 17 6 3 4039 3400 670.25 

Of/Feat. 2/ 3 3 14 3 N/A 2263 117.42 

Of/Feat. 2/ 4 4 1 1 N/A 1095 N/A 

TOTAL 34 36 23 4,039 9,706.35 787.67 

*wood fragments 
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Figure 5-35. Pre-excavation photograph of 
TU 6 (E536.5 N1045.5). 

Figure 5-36. Post-excavation photograph of 
TU 6. 

  

Figure 5-37. Feature 2, post-excavation, in north profile of TU 6. 
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Figure 5-40. Feature 2, post-excavation, in west profile of TU 6. 

 

Figure 5-41. TU 6 north and east profiles. 

 
 

A total of 407 artifacts was collected from TU 6 (Table 5-13). Like TU 5, there is a higher proportion 
of corroded and fragmented metal pieces and large quantities of mortar than is typically found 
across the site.  
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