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1. Owner: West End Neighborhood House, Inc.
3850 Mill Creek Road
Hockessin, DE 19707
2. Tax Parcel No.:  08-025.00~011
3. Source of Title: Deed Record C, Volume 86, Page 114
4. Area: 7.483% Acres
5. Zoning: New Castle County Unified Davelopment Code
Zoning: 5. Suburban, (other permitted uses)
Lot Area: 2 acre
Lot Width: 200"
Building Height: 40" MAX.
Building Setbacks: Street: — 50'
Rear: — 50'
Side: — 40"
Development Code interpretation and must be verif

Area and/or other restrictions may also apply.
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ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE
CRS # N-14422.01
Detailed Building Description

Description
The Arts and Crafts/Bunk House is a rectangular, balloon-framed, single story, side
gable, eight bay, one pile vernacular cabin with a wraparound porch.

Structural History

The main block of the building was constructed first. The east porch was constructed
either at the same time or soon after. The northern porch addition was constructed at a
later date. The handicapped ramp was constructed sometime after the north end of the
porch was completed.

Exterior

The main block of the building is covered with simple drop horizontal siding. The roof is
covered with coursed asphalt shingles. The eaves are open with exposed rafters. The
wood double hung sash six-over-six weighted windows have aluminum-framed storm
windows. The windows have a 2x4 inch sill, a 1x4 inch casing, and cyma recta cornice.
The building is painted hunter green with white trim. Most of the building rests on
concrete block piers. A porch extends the entire length of the east and north elevations.
The portion of the porch along the north elevation and the handicap access ramp are later
additions. The porch floor, railing, columns, and underside of the roof are painted white.
The stairs to the porch in the middle of the east elevation are painted green.

North Elevation (Side)

e The north elevation of the main block is 16.6 feet long.

¢ There is one door in the east side and one window in the west side of the north
elevation.

e The door is a hollow wood door with a simple 2.5-inch wide frame.

® A white painted wooden vent with four louvers is located near the top of the
gable.

e Three of the four north elevation piers are 15.5-inch square concrete block piers.
The western pier is a 9-inch square cast concrete. The piers are set between 71
and 125 inches apart. The ground slopes up hill toward the west. The height of
the piers decrees toward the west side. The eastern pier is 43 inches high and the
west pier is 12 inches high.

East Elevation (Facade)
¢ The main block of the east elevation is 72.8 feet long.
e There are six windows, two single steel-safety doors, and one set of double steel-
safety doors in the east elevation.
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The single steel-safety doorframes consist of a 2x4 inch sill, 3.5-inch wide sides
(made of a 2-inch wide steel frame next to a 1.5 inch thick board), and a 5.5-inch
wide architrave top (made of a 1.5-inch steel frame and a 4-inch wide wood
board). The architraves are caped with 2-inch high cyma recta cornices. The
architraves and cornices are repeated on the windows.

The doors are painted tan.

There is one set of centrally located double steel-safety doors.

The double steel-safety doors are replacements. The original doors were wider as
is shown by the 21-inch wide filler to the right of the door.

The double steel-safety doors have a simple 2.5-inch wide frame.

There is an electric bell near the southern end of the porch. The bell is about the
same level as top of windows.

There is evidence of a former electric service connection south of stairs at top of
porch.

South Elevation (Side)

The main block of the building’s south elevation is 16.6 feet long.

There are two windows in the south elevation.

There is a white painted wooden vent with four louvers near top of gable.

The east porch eave is covered with vertical tongue and groove siding.

Electric and phone service is attached to the southeast corner beneath the gable.
All of the piers but the western most are concrete block.

The western pier is a combination of brick, stone, and concrete.

The area between the piers under the main block of the building is covered with
green painted plywood.

The area between the piers under the porch is covered by four pressure-treated
1x6 inch boards.

West Elevation (Rear)

The west elevation is 72.8 feet long.

The north porch addition eave is covered with horizontal tongue and groove
siding.

There are round gutter hangers on the ends of some of the rafters but there is no
gutter.

There are ten windows in the west elevation.

There are two 8-inch diameter galvanized exhaust vents for heaters.

The exhaust pipes exit the west elevation through 10-inch diameter ceramic pipes.
There are two, 2-inch diameter, steel vent pipes for bathrooms.

Only the two piers at the north end of the west elevation are visible.

The two northern most piers are cast concrete. The northern most pillar is 8.5
inches in diameter and the other is 9 inches in diameter.
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Porch

The wraparound one story porch runs along the entire east and north elevations of the
Arts and Crafts/Bunk House. The east elevation of the porch is supported by eleven
15.5-inch square concrete block piers set between 72 and 85.5 inches apart. The eleven
piers vary in height between 46 and 43 inches. Between each set of pillars are three 1x6
inch boards set 3 inches apart. These boards are painted white. Above the cement piers
is a 9.5-inch sill which is painted green. The porch deck is made of 2x6 and 2x4 inch
boards painted tan.

East Porch

e The east porch is 113 inches (9.4 feet) east west and 955.2 inches (79.6 feet) north

south.

The porch rafters are 2x4 inch boards scabbed to 2x6 inch rafters.

The rafters are sheathed with horizontal boards.

The 2x6 inch deck boards run east west.

The porch supports are white 4x4 inch posts.

The porch is enclosed by a white balustrade consisting of a milled upper and

lower rail with 1x1 inch balusters.

e The balustrade south of the stairs has a built-in bench 94 inches long and 10
inches wide.

e The top of the bench is made with a 2x10 inch board.

¢ The balustrade north of the stairs has a built in bench 297 inches long and 10
inches wide.

¢ The top of the bench is made with a 2x10 inch board.

® Green painted wood stairs with handrails made of 2x4 inch boards are centrally
located.

e There is a concrete pad under the east side of the north porch addition. Notches
have been cut in the concrete to accept the additional footers.

¢ The construction of the porch roof indicates that the north end of the east porch
originally extended beyond the east elevation of the building.

¢ The concrete pad and the porch roof construction suggest that a covered stair was
once located at the north end of the porch. The covered stairs were removed prior
to the construction of the north porch addition.

Northern Porch Addition
¢ The north porch addition is 91 inches (7.6 feet) north south and 330 inches (27.5)
east west.

The porch roof is made of 2x6 inch rafters scabbed with 2x4 inch boards.

The porch rafters are sheathed with plywood.

The deck of the porch is made of 2x4 inch boards running north south.

The porch rests on three concrete block and one cast concrete pier.

The piers vary in height between 43 inches in the east to 12 inches in the west.
There are 1x6 boards between the piers.
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Handicap Ramp

The handicap ramp deck is made of 1.5x6 inch pressure-treated lumber.

¢ The deck is supported by 2x6 inch boards set on edge.
e The ramp is supported by paired 4x4 inch pillars set on cast concrete footers.
e The railings and handrail are made of 2x4 inch boards.
¢ The handicap ramp was first painted orange then later painted grey.
Interior

The interior of the Arts and Crafts/Bunk House building is paneled with Masonite
yellowish faux wood paneling. Around the lower perimeter of the walls is a 1x6 inch
kick stop moulding. The door, window frames, and kick stop moulding are painted
orange. The interior of this building is divided into six rooms; two bunk rooms (Rooms 1
and 4), two bathrooms (Rooms 2 and 6), one entrance hall (Room 3), and a supply room
(Room 5). The floors in rooms 1, 3, 4, and 5 are grey painted hard wood running north
south. The roof is comprised of 2x6 inch rafters set at 24-inch centers. Every other rafter
has a tie beam. The roof is sheathed with horizontal boards.

Room 1 (South Bunkroom)

Room 1 is 31.3 feet north south and 17.25 feet east west.

Beds are present.

Acoustic tile follows the pitch of ceiling.

Room 1 has surface mounted fluorescent light fixtures on the ceiling.

The tie beams are exposed.

Tie beams are 1.5x8 inch boards set at 4-foot centers.

The tie beams are also attached to exposed struts.

The tie beams have 1x2.5 inch boards nailed to the lower edge of the south side of
each beam.

The windows average 26.5 inches from floor.

There is a framed in doorway in the middle of the north wall (access to Room 3).
The north wall is 8.5 feet (98 inches) high.

The space between the rafters and the top of the north wall is covered with .5-inch
hardware cloth.

There are two windows and one door on the east wall. The windows average 26.5
inches from floor.

A steel-safety door is in the southeast corner, east wall.

There are two windows in the south wall. The windows average 26.5 inches from
floor.

There is an attic exhaust fan mounted in the upper end of the south gable, in front
of the louvered vent.

There are three windows on the west wall. The windows average 26.5 inches
from floor.

The electric service box is in the southeast corner, west wall.

There is a large metal grate (33x37 inches) near the middle of the room that
covers a propane heater.
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Room 2 (Bathroom)

Room 2 is 8 feet east west and 7.8 feet north south.

The floor is covered with linoleum sheet goods.

There are two connected plywood toilet stalls along the north wall.

The toilet stalls are painted green.

The stalls were formerly painted orange.

A hollow wood door (access to Room 3) is in the southeast corner, east wall.
Two sinks are set in a Formica covered counter along the south wall.

There is a mirror above the sinks.

There is a paper towel dispenser and a soap dispenser mounted on south wall.
There is one window on west wall.

The window is 24.5 inches from the floor.

An on demand propane powered water heater, marked “Instant Flow”, is mounted
just south of the window, near the top.

A 5-inch diameter terra cotta pipe is set high in the west wall north of the
window.

The pipe does not extend to the outside.

The flat acoustic tile ceiling is 8 feet high.

One incandescent light fixture is in middle of the ceiling.

A brown plastic kick stop molding, 4 inches wide, runs along the base of the
walls.

Room 3 (Entrance Hall)

Room 3 is 9 feet east west and 7.8 feet north south.

The flat acoustic tile ceiling is 8 feet high.

One incandescent light fixture is in middle of the ceiling.

There is a framed in doorway in the northwest corner, north wall (access to Room
4).

There is a double steel safety door on east wall.

There is a framed in doorway in the southwest corner, south wall (access to Room
1).

A hollow wood door is in the southwest corner, west wall (access to Room 2).

Room 4 (North Bunkroom)

Room 4 is 19.5 feet north south and 17.25 feet east west.
Beds are present.
Acoustic tile follows the pitch of ceiling.
There are surface mounted fluorescent lighting fixtures on the ceiling.
The tie beams are exposed.
The tie beams are 1.5x8 inch boards and are set at 4-foot centers.
The tie beams are also attached to exposed struts.
There is a framed in doorway with a hollow wood door in the northeast corner,
north wall (access to Room 5).
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The north wall extends to the ceiling.

The north wall gable is made of untreated tongue and grooved boards.

There is a vent covered in .5-inch hardware cloth at the top of the north wall
gable.

A steel-safety door is in the northeast corner, east wall.

There are two windows on the east wall. The windows average 26.5 inches from
floor.

The south wall is 8.5 feet (98 inches) high.

The space between the rafters and the top of the south wall is covered with .5-inch
hardware cloth.

There are three windows on the west wall. The windows average 26.5 inches
from floor.

There is a large metal grate (33x37 inches) near the middle of the room that
covers a propane heater.

Room 5 (Arts & Crafts Supply Room)

Room 5 is 17.25 feet east west and 111.4 feet north south.

The flat acoustic tile ceiling is 96 inches high.

The room is full of art supplies and other things.

There is a hollow wood door and window in the north wall.

There is a window in the east wall.

There is a hollow wood door in the east end of the south wall.

There is a private bath (Room 6) projecting out into the southwest corner of Room
5.

There is a window in the west wall.

Some of the paneling has been removed along the south and east walls revealing
the insulated 2x4 inch balloon frame construction with studs set at 24-inch
centers.

Room 6 (Private Bathroom)

Room 6 is 4 feet east west and 3.5 feet north south.

The exterior walls of Room 6 are covered with unfinished vertical tongue and
grooved beaded boards.

The interior walls are roughed in with 2x4 inch framing.

The interior of Room 6 is painted pale green.

There is a solid wood, two-panel door in north wall.

Room 6 has an enameled sink and a porcelain toilet against the south wall.
There is a window in the west wall.

Room 6 is packed with many things.
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Plate O1:
Plate 02:
Plate 03:
Plate 04:
Plate 05:

ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE
CRS # N-14422.01
Black and White Photo Log

View looking west at east facade elevation.

View looking northwest at south side elevation.

View looking southeast at the west rear elevation.

View looking south at the north side elevation and handicap ramp.
View looking west at the handicap ramp.
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Plate 01: View looking west at east facade elevation.
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Plate 02: View looking northwest at south side elevation.
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Plate 03: View looking southeast at the west rear elevation.
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View looking south at the north side elevation and handicap ramp

Plate 04:
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Plate 05: View looking west at the handicap ramp.
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1 [FLO00001 0 Detail of window cornice.
1 |FL000002 1 Detail of window.
1 [FLO00003 2 Detail of double door.
1 |FL000004 3 Detail of foundation.
1 |FL0O00005 4 View looking northwest at the profile of the stairs.
1 |FL0O00006 5 Detail of the built in benches.
1 |FL000007 6 Vie.w looking southeast at the interior junction of the east porch and the

main block.
1 |FL0O00008 7 View looking northwest along the east porch.
1 |FL0O00009 8 Detail of the various sheathing materials used on the porch roof.
1 |FL000010 9 Detail of the junction of the east and north porch.
1 |FL0O00011 10 View looking southwest along the north porch.
1 [FL000012 11 Detail of pier.
1 |FL0O00013 12 5 |View looking west at the handicap ramp.
1 |FL000014 13 Detail of simple drop siding.
1 |FL0O00015 14 Detail of the scabs used on the north and east porch.
1 |FL000016 15 1 [View looking west at east fagade elevation.
1 |FL0O00017 16 View looking west at east facade elevation.
1 |FL0O00018 17 View looking west at east facade elevation.
1 [FL000019 18 4 |View looking south at the north side elevation and the handicap ramp.
1 |FL000020 19 Overexposed negative.
1 [FL000021 20 2 |View looking northwest at south side elevation.
1 |FL000022 21 View looking southeast at the west rear elevation.
1 [FL000023 22 3 |View looking southeast at the west rear elevation.

View looking southeast at the proximity of the Arts and Crafts/Bunk
1 FLO00024 23 House and the Washroom.

View looking southeast at the proximity of the Arts and Crafts/Bunk

FL000025

House and the Washroom.
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ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE

CRS # N-14422.01
Black and White Photo Index
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2 |FL030001 0A Detail of the junction of the north porch and the handicap ramp.
2 |FL0O30002 1A Detail of the inter of the junction of the north porch and the main block.
2 |FL030003 2A View looking south within Room 5.
2 [FL030004 3A Overexposed negative.
2 |FL030005 4A Detail of the exposed tie beams and drop ceiling with acoustic tile.
2 |FL030006 5A View looking south from Room 3 into Room 1.
2 |FL030007 6A Detail of heater vent.
2 [FL030008 TA Detail of exhaust fan.
2 |FL030009 8A Detail of the exposed tie beams and drop ceiling with acoustic tile.
2 |FL030010 9A View looking northwest at junction of north and east porch.
2 10A Overexposed negative.
2 11A Overexposed negative.
2 12A Overexposed negative.
2 13A Overexposed negative.
2 |FL030011 14A View looking south at the profile of the stairs.
2 [FL030012 15A Detail of the balustrade.
2 |FL030013 16A Detail of the balustrade.
2 [FL030014 17A View looking northeast at the southwest bridge abutment.
2 |FL030015 18A View looking southeast along the southwest bridge abutment.
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Plate O1:
Plate 02:
Plate 03:
Plate 04:
Plate 05:
Plate 06:
Plate 07:
Plate 08:
Plate 09:

Plate 10:
Plate 11:
Plate 12:

Plate 13:

Plate 14:
Plate 15:
Plate 16:
Plate 17:
Plate 18:

Plate 19:
Plate 20:
Plate 21:
Plate 22:
Plate 23:
Plate 24:

Plate 25:
Plate 26:
Plate 27:
Plate 28:

Plate 29:

Plate 30:
Plate 31:
Plate 32:
Plate 33:
Plate 34:

ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE
CRS # N-14422.01
Digital Photo Log

Detail of Arts & Crafts sign.

View looking southeast at west elevation.

View looking northeast at west elevation.

View looking west at east elevation.

View looking northwest at south elevation.

View looking south at north elevation and handicap ramp.

View looking east at handicap ramp.

View looking east at junction of handicap ramp and north porch.

Detail of junction of handicap ramp and north porch. Note the different
thickness of the boards used in each deck.

Detail of the junction of the north porch and the main building (exterior).
Detail of the junction of the north porch and the main building (interior).
Detail of the junction of the north and east porches. Note the different
styles of sheathing.

Detail of the junction of the north and east porches. Note different sized
board used for each deck.

Detail of porch open rafters and sheathing. Note reinforcing scabs.
Detail of the built-in benches.

Detail of porch balustrade.

Detail of the junction of the east porch and the main building (interior).
Detail of the junction of the east porch and the main building (exterior).
Note electric service and bell.

Detail of east piers.

Detail of west pier.

Detail of window.

Detail of metal security door.

Detail of double doors.

View looking north within Room 1. Note exposed tie beams and struts.
Note drop ceiling with acoustic tiles.

View looking south within Room 1.

Detail of exhaust fan.

Detail of floor heating unit.

Detail of partially exposed tie beams and struts. Note drop ceiling with
acoustic tiles.

View looking north at hardware cloth separating Room 1 from Rooms 2
and 3.

Detail of pipe in Room 2. The pipe is covered exteriorly.

Detail of sinks.

Detail of two bathroom stalls. Note wall mounted hot water heater.
Detail of double door in Room 3.

View looking south within Room 4.



Plate 35:

Plate 36:
Plate 37:

Plate 38:

Plate 39:
Plate 40:

ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE
CRS # N-14422.01
Digital Photo Log
Continued

View looking south at hardware cloth separating Room 4 from Rooms 2
and 3.

View looking north within Room 4. Note doorway lead to Room 5.
Detail of hardware cloth vent between Room 4 and Room 5. Note
partially exposed tie beam.

View of Room 5. Note exposed framing and drop ceiling with acoustic
tiles.

View of Room 5 toward Room 6.

View of Room 6.
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Plate 01: Detail of Arts & Crafts sign.
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Plate 02: View iboking southeast at west levation.



ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE CRS # N-14422.01

\'I'\-._ 'IH 2 -:‘“-' pg-

Plate 03: View looking northeast ate west elevation.
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Plate 05: View looking northwest at south elevtion.
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Plate 08: Vlew lookmg east at Jilhctlon of handicap ramp and north porch.
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Plate 09: Detail of junction of handicap ramp and north porch. Note the
different thickness of the boards used in each deck.

Plate 10: Detail of the junction of the north porch and the main building
(exterior).
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Plate 11: Detail of the junction of the north p(-)
(interior).
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Plate 13: Detail of the junction of the north and east porches. Note different
size boards used for each deck.

Plate 14: Detail of porch open rafters and sheathing. Noté_r-einorcing scabs.
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Plate 15 : Detail 6f the builf-ih Behches. .

Plate 16: Detail of porch balustrade.
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Plate 17: Detail of the junction of the east porch and the main building
(interior).

Plate 18: Detail of the junction of the east porch and the main building
(exterior). Note electric service and bell.



ARTS AND CRAFTS/BUNK HOUSE

¥

f’iai:e 20:  Detail of westpiér.
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Plate 21: Detail of window.

Plate 22: Detail of metal security door.
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View looking north within Room 1. Note exposed tie beams and
struts. Note drop ceiling with acoustic tiles.
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Plate 25:

Plate 26: Detail of exhaust fan.
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Plate 27: Detail of floor heating unit.

Plate 28: Detail of partially exposed tie beams and struts. Note drop ceiling
with acoustic tiles.
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Plate 29: View looking north at dare cloth sepang Room 1 from Rooms
2 and 3.

Plate 30: Detail of pipe in Room 2. The pipe is covered exteriorly.
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Plate 31: Detail of sinks.

Plate 32: Detail of two bathroom stalls. Note wall mounted hot water heater.
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Detail of double door in Room 3.

View looking south within Room 4.
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Plate 35: View looking south at hardware cloth separating Room 4 from Rooms
2 and 3.

Plate 36: View looking north within Room 4. Note doorway lead to Room 5.
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Plate 37:
partially exposed tie beam.

Plate 38: View of Room 5. Note exposed framing and drop ceiling with acoustic
tiles.
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DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE 19901

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY CRS# N-14422.01

MAIN BUILDING FORM

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION: 3850 Mill Creek Road/S side of Mill Creek Road at intersection with Graves Road

2. FUNCTION(S): historic arts and crafts/bunk house current notin use

3. YEARBUILT: 1925 CIRCA?: [X ARCHITECT/BUILDER: _unknown

4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN: eight-bay, one pile vernacular cabin

5. INTEGRITY: original site [X moved [ ]
if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year
a. Raised on piers to prevent flooding damage. 1993
b.

6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent [] good [X fair [] poor []

7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible. Use N/A for not applicable; leave no
blanks.)
a. Overall shape: rectangular Stories: one

Additions: ramp

b  Structural system (if known): frame

c. Foundation: materials: concrete piers and concrete block
basement: full[ ] partial[ ] notvisible[ ] no basement [

d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings): wood siding

e. Roof: shape: side gable
materials: asphalt shingles
cornice: open with exposed rafters
dormers: N/A
chimney: location(s): N/A

8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS:

a. Facade: Direction: east
1) Bays eight
2) Windows
Fenestration six
type six-over-six with wood sash
trim wood molding
shutters N/A

doc# 20-06-01-05-02 USE BLACK INK ONLY CRS-2



10.

11.

CRS# N-14422.01

Facade (cont’d)

3) Door(s) three
location one central double door and one at both the northern and southern ends
type metal and wood paneled
trim wood molding

4) Porch(es) full-width, one-story porch with wood posts and square spindle railing

b. Side: Direction: north
1) Bays two
2) Windows
fenestration one (1) on first floor, one (1) on attic level

type six-over-six on first floor, louvered on attic level
trim wood molding
shutters N/A
3) Door(s) one
location northeast corner of elevation
type paneled wood
trim wood molding
4) Porch(es) wrap around, full width, one-story with wood posts and square spindle railing

c. Side: Direction: south
1) Bays two
2) Windows
fenestrationtwo (2) windows on first floor, one (1) opening on attic level

type six-over-six with wood sash on first floor, louvered opening on attic level
trim wood molding
shutters N/A
3) Door(s) N/A
location N/A
type N/A
trim N/A

4) Porch(es) N/A

d. Rear: Direction: west
1) Bays six
2) Windows
fenestration four

type six-over-six with wood sash
trim wood molding
shutters N/A
3) Door(s) two
location one located at both the north and south ends of elevation
type metal
trim wood molding

4) Porch(es) N/A

INTERIOR: The Arts & Crafts Building has wood board flooring, artificial wood paneled walls, and exposed
rafters. The separate arts & crafts room is located along the north elevation. Showers and washroom are
centrally located, flanked by sleeping quarters.

LANDSCAPING: The Arts & Crafts Building, along with twelve other camp related resources, is located in a
wooded setting along the Mill Creek. Mill Creek Road runs along the eastern boundary of the property. Modern
residential development mixed with older housing in a wooded setting is found to the north, east, and west.
Limestone Hill Park is located to the south.

OTHER COMMENTS: The Arts & Crafts Building appears to have been constructed ca. 1925.
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