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e v vv esmvvipvices Vs RO9SUULATEA Charities of Wilmington, Del.

WHEREAS an organization has been effected in the City of Wilmington,
Delaware, having for its purpose the establishment of a centre of inter-
communication between the various charitabile agencies and church organiz-
itions for the relief of the poor of said ggig city; therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Delaware in Genersl Assembly met (tWO—thirds gf each branch concurring):

~ SECTION I, That AIfred D. Warner, Jo
James Bradford, Peter N. Brennan, John’T. g:ugé iggmgéwgiﬁigitz; ngéogil
such other persons as Now are members of an gseociation in the City of
Wilmington called "Associated Charitieg of Wilmington, Delaware," and all
other persons who may become members of the corporatién are he;eby“cnnsttt-w
uted a body corporate by the name of "Associsted charities of Wil o
Delaware," with power to have and use g Common seal and'tG‘éIfér
at pleasure, and to sue and be sued, to take and hold . b ‘
and devise, real and personal. property o an &mbﬁn
thousand dollars ($100,000) in value, for the.ma
and to sell, convey, lease and mortgage the gam
subject, however, to the laws of the State of Del

thereo

orfan: a ]
ation to devises.

aware in rel

SECTION 2. The purposes and objects of this corporation shall be:

Article I. To be a centre of inter-communication between the warious
charitable agencies and church organizations in the city; to foster harmonious
co-operation between them, and to check the evils growing out of duplicating
relief.

Article II. To investigate thoroughly the cases of all applicants for
celief which gre referred to the association for inquiry, and provide the
persons having a legitimate interest in such cases with full reports of the
results of such investigation.

Article III. To provide visitors who shall personally attend cases
needing counsel, agdvide and assistance.

Article IV. To obtain from the proper charities and charitable
individuals funds and supplies for the relief of the deserving cases.

: Article V. To procure work for pooTr peETrscns
wholly or partially self-supporting.

Article VI. To repress mendicancy DY the above means, and by the
prosecution of impostors.

Article VII. To promote the general welfare of the poor by social
and sanitary reforms, and by the inculcation of habits 6f providence and
gself-dependence. '

SECTION 3. Said corporation shall have power to make and adopt a
constitution,by-laws, rules and regulations for the admission and suspension
of its members and their government, the collection of funds, the number
and election of its officers, and to define their duties, and for the safe
keeping of its property, and from time to time to alter, modify or change
such constitution, by-laws, rules and regulations. Until an elec@ion shall
be held pursuant to such constitution, by-laws, rules and regulations, the
officers for the time being of the assoclation mentioned in the first
section of this act shall be the officers of the corporation hereby created.



SECTION 4. That the Levy Court of New Castle County be and is hereby
authorized and empowered, at its discretion, from time to time, to make
appropriations out of the funds of the said county, for the use and disposal
of the officers of this association in the pursuance of ite charitable v
yurposes, and to that end the said court may draw orders upon the treasurer
of said county, which orders shall be paid by the treasurer in like manner
as are other orders and allowances of the Levy Court made pursuant of exist-
ing laws.,

SECTION 5. That owing to the public and charitable character of the work of
this corporation, and its ability therebv to lessen the burden of taxation,
any and all property now held, or that may hereafter be acquired in any
manner by the said corporation, together with any and all gifts, devises,
bequests or legacies to it in any manner heretofore or hereafter given, are
and shzll be exempt from all taxes, assessment or abatement whatsoever,

for state, county or mumicipal or other purposes, so long as the same is held
or used for charitable purposes.

SECTION 6. That the president of sald corporation shall have power to direct
the Overseer of the Almshouse in and for New Castle County, to receive persons
into said almshouse, provided said persons live within the corporate limits

of the City of Wilmington; and provided further, that in so directing shid
overseer to receive sald persons, the president aforesaid shall be governed
by the same laws as govern the members of the Trustees of the Poor of New
Castle County in performing like duties, and the persons so received into

the said almshouse gshall be subject to the same rules, regulations and laws

as govern persons received into said almshouse upon the order of the members
of the Trustees of the Poor of New Castle County.

YECTION 7. That said corporation shall have the power, and is hereby
suthoriaed, to establish a wayfarer's lodge, or place where homeless and
destitute persons can be fed and sheltered during the night, and any person

or persons so receiving shelter and food, or either, in such lodge, may be
required to perform work for a space not exceeding four hours in return for
such shelter or food; provided such person or persons shall have been notified
before their admission to said lodge that they will be reguired to work there-
for. And in case the person so receiving shelter or food, or both, shall
refuse to perform work, and shall be physically able to work, the superintend-
en8, or any other officer of such lodge, is hereby authorized either to arrest
such person or persons himself or themselves, or to call upon any conservator
of the peace to arrest such person or persons, and take him or them before

the City Judge of the City of Wilmington, and upon proof before him that such
person or persons, hawe received shelter and food, or either, in such lodge,
and have refused to perform work for a space of four hours in return there-
for, and are physically able to perform the work demanded, his or their
refusal shall be evidence of vagrancv, and said city judge may commit such
person or persons to the county jail as vagrants for a period not exceeding
thirty days.

SECTION 8. This act shall be deemed and taken to be g public act.
Passed at Dover, March 19, 1885,



PLEASE READ THIS, AS IT 1S OF PERSONAL INTEREST,

elawiie.

President, . H. ADAMS. Vice-Pres., Mrs A. D. WARNER.
Secretary, D. W. TAYLOR. Treasurer, EDWARD BETTS.
Supcrintendent, JOHN MASSEY.

MANAGERS OF CENTRAL BOARD.

Mgs. Mary B. PyLg, Miss Mary D, Sisson, Mprs. M. C. PyLg, Wi, G. GIBBONS,
MRrs. Dr. HerpsT, Miss M, S. Hivriis, J. Tavyror GAUSE, Gro. S. CAPELLE,
Mrs. H. R, BrRINGHURST, Miss MARGARET BARR, James BRADFORD, ALFRED D. WARNER,
Mnrs. DRr. JounsoN, Mgrs. Bankson Hovcoms, GeorGE W. Bush, L. C. VANDEGRIFT.
Miss. R. J. WARXER, Mgs. JosEpH BELLAH, T. Arren HivLss,

} PN S g A "

The enclosed tickets are intended to be given to every stranger asking relief. FEach case will be
carefully investigated, and if found worthy, assistance will be given. If any one should re-apply to you
saying they have received nothing from us, please communicate with the Superintendent.before giving
any assistance, as they sometimes basely misrepresent. If you have anything to give, it would be bet-
ter to give it through the Associated Charities. The Society is now in great need of money to meet
the unceasing demand upon its treasury. We are also in want of lady visitors, as many of those who
have volunteered to assist us are already overworked from the large number of destitute families they
are obliged to visit and assist. As one great object of our organization is to make employment the
basis of relief, we would invite the citizens of Wilmington to communicate with the Superintendent, if
they can furnish employment to men, women, (as domestics or by the day,) lads, or half grown girls.
The following is a brief summary of the work up to the present time:

Total number of applications, 750.  Of these 22 were reported as not requiring relief; 13 as un-
deserving, and 10 gave false addresses ;. 361 coal orders have been given out and 136 orders for gro-
ceries, besides food and lodgings to a number of non resident travellers.

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Mr. Edward Betts, or to the Superintendent.

Do NOT GIVE TO BEGGARS ON THE STREET OR AT YOUR BACK DOORS; it only encourages fraud and

pauperism.
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OFFICERS, 1884-85.

President—JOHN H. ADAMS,
Vice-President—Mgrs. A. D. WARNER.
Secretary—DANIEL W. TAYLOR.
Treasurer—EDWARD BETTS.

CENTRAL BOARD OF MANAGERS.

J. T. GAUSE,
WM. G. GIBBONS,
GEO. W. BUSH,
GEO. S. CAPELLE,
A.D. WARNER,

' JAS. BRADFORD,
L. C. VANDEGRIFT,
T. ALLEN HILLES,
Mgzs. JOSEPH BELLAH,
Mgs. MARY B. PYLE,

— M
Det.

- Miss MARY D. SISSON,

Miss MARGARET S. HILLES,
Miss MAGGIE BARR,

MRrs. Dr. R. P, JOHNSON,
Miss R. J. WARNER,

Mgrs. H. R. BRINGHURST,
Mgs. E. M. HOLCOMB,

Mgrs. MARGARET C. PYLE,
Mrs. Dr. H. HERBST.

““The objects of this society are:—

“To secure the concurrent and harmonious action of the different
charities of Wilmington, in order

" 70 raise the needy above the need of relief, prevent begging and
imposition, and diminish panperism.

“ 7o encourage thrift, self-dependence, and industry through friendly
intercourse, advice, and sympatky, and to aid the poor to help themselves
rather than to help them by alms.

“And to accomplish these objects it is designed —

“1. T0 provide that the case of every applicant for relief shall
be thoroughly investigated.

“2. 1o place the results of such investigation at the disposal of
the overseers of the poor, of charvitable societies and agencies, and of pri-
vate persons of bemevolence.

“3. To obtain employment, if possible; if not, to obtain, as far as
necessary, suitable assistance for every deserving applicant, from public
authorities, charitable agencies, ov benevolent individuals.

“g. To make all relief, either by alms or charitable work, condi-
tional upon good conduct and progress.

5. So that, wherever possible, the needy may GRADUATE jfrom
2he rolls of relief, and their children be prevented from falling into need.”



LADY VISITORS.

FIrst DistrICT.

Mrs. Joseph Bellah, Clasirman,
Mrs. Wm., M. Drein,

Mrs. F. L. Gilpin,

Mrs. Emlen Hewes,

Mrs. Austin Harrington,

Miss Jean Kane,

Mrs. John R. Marr,

Mrs. Howard Pyle,

Mrs. A. D. Poole, .
Mrs. Wm. F. Robinson,
Mrs. Mattie Spenser,
Mrs. John Shakespeare,
Miss L. Springer,

Mrs. Thomas H. Savery,
Miss Sallie Simmons,
Miss Elizabeth Zane.

Seconp DisTRrICT.

Mrs. Mary B. Pyle, Chairman,
Miss Georgiana Carver,
Miss Alice Lobdell,
Mrs. Amos Eastburn,
Mrs. Wm. T, Gause,
Miss Hattie Newlin,
Miss Albina Phillips,
Miss C. L. Wrightington,
THirD DISTRICT.

Miss Mary D. Sisson, Chasrman,

Mrs. M. C. DuBois,

Mrs. C. Garrett,

Miss Katharine Pyle,
Mrs. S. Richardson,
Mrs. Tilghman Johnston,

Miss Maria D. Clark,
Miss Amy Lichtenstein,
Mrs. James Morrow,
Mrs. E. T. Shields,
Miss Clara Thompson,
Mrs. John Wainwright,
Mrs. M. A. Weyl.

Mrs. Wm, Hill,

Mrs. W, X. Crosby,
Miss Annie Phillips,
Mrs. Holden,

Mrs. L. Merrick,

Mrs. L. C. Vandegrift.

Fourta DisTRICT.

Miss Margaret S, Hilles, Chairman,
Mrs. George W. Bush,
Mzrs. Charles H. Cantwell,

Mrs. Geo. S. Grubb, ]
Mrs. Elizabeth Gooding,
Mrs, Charles Moore.

Firra DisTrICT.

Miss Maggie Barr, Ckairman,
Miss Marianna Barr,

Mrs. W. H. Cloward,

Mrs. W. H. Curry,

Mrs. J. L. Estlin,

Mrs. Wm. G. Gibbons,

Mrs. Laura Harrah,

Mrs. C. Wesley Weldin,
Mrs. F. B, F. Miller,
Mrs. Lafayette Marks,
Mrs. Benjamin Nields,
Mrs. Sarah Pierson,

Mrs. Dr. W. W. Thomas.

SixtH DISTRICT..

Mrs. Dr. R. P. Johnson, Chairman,
Mrs. L. C. Bootes,

Mrs. Mahlon Bryan,

Miss Pheebe Bradford,

Mrs. Joshua Taggart,
Miss Annie Hannum,
Mrs. John Hilles,

Miss Anna McCabe,

Miss Alice Bradford,
Mrs. E. L. Burnham,
Miss Sallie DuBois,
Miss Helen S. Garrett,
Miss Annie Grier,

Mrs. H. C. Robinson,
Miss Lizzie Stroud,
Miss Eva Taylor,
Miss Maggie Webster.

SEVENTH DISTRICT,

Miss R. J. Warner, Chairman,
Mrs. James Bradford,

Miss Margaret Dixon,

Miss Annie Gawthrop,

Mrs. Edward Gilpin,

Mrs. E. M. Hoopes,

Mrs. Edward F. James,

Mrs. Emily Middleton,

Mrs. S. D. Paschall,

Mrs. H. B. Seidel, :
Miss Hannah Thompson, M. D.,
Miss Katie Taylor,

Mrs. Elizabeth'S. Taylor.

Ercure DisTricT.

Mrs. H. R. Bringhurst, Chazrman.
Mrs. Harry Betts,

Mrs. Geo. S. Capelle,

Miss Mary P. Chambers, °

Miss Catharine W. Garrett,

Mrs. William Hamilton,

Mrs. Isaac McKaig,

Miss Annie McClees,

Mrs. H. C. Mearns,

Mrs. Dr. H. Patterson,

Mrs. Emma Pennington,
Mrs. C. W, Pusey,

Miss E. Pancoast,

Miss Sarah Pierce,

Mrs. D. W. Taylor,

Mrs. Dr. J. P. Wales,
Mrs. Horace Wilson,
Miss Sarah Wilson,
Miss E. Wittenberg.

Nintg DistrIcT.

Mrs. E. M. Holcomb, Chatrman,
Mrs. Samuel Bancroft, Jr.,

Mrs. Jos. L. Carpenter, Jr., !

Mrs, I. S Burrows,

Mrs. Isaac Gheen,

Mrs. George Lewis,

Mrs. L. S. McCrea,

Mrs. M. B. Patterson,

Mrs. Dr. E. G. Shortlidge,
Mrs. Dr. Guest, :
Mrs. Dr. Latham,

Mrs. A. D. Warner,

Mrs. Robert Tong,

Miss R. Gallagher,

Mrs. R. Wright,

Mrs, J. H. Whalen.

TeENTH DisTrICT.

Mrs. William Pyle, Chairman,
Miss H. P. Belt, .

Mrs. Mary Campbell,

Mrs. H. F. Dure,

Mrs. Charles W, Howland,
Miss R. S. Howland,

Miss L. Howland,

Miss Melita Negendank,
Mrs. Daniel H, Kent,
Miss Belle Murphey,
Miss Florence Pusey,
Mrs. Clifford Pyle,

Mrs. J. P. Tombpkins.

Erevente Districr.

" Mrs. Dr. H. H. Herbst, Chairman,

Mrs. Wm. P, Bancroft,
Mrs. Joseph A. Bond,
Mrs. H. D. Cranor,

- Mrs. William R. Gause,
- Mrs. Holstein Harvey,
:Mrs. Wm. M. Kennatd,

Mrs. Florence P. Stubbs, M. D.,
Mrs. H. D. Lindsay,

Mrs. Wm. Morris,

Miss M. Elizabeth Maris,

Miss Sarah R. Mendinhall,
Mrs. Edward C. Painter,

Mrs. Charles N. Trump.



REPORT OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

The Board of Directors of the Associated Charities respect-
fully submit, this their First Annual Report. '

Having completed the organization and elected a Superin-
tendent, the office was opened for the reception of applicants on
the 22nd of December, 1884. The following is a synopsis of the
work from that time to the end of the fiscal year, Oc_t. 20, 1885

Application was made for reliefa total of 2,235 times; rep-
resenting about 1,000 resident fami%l?s, and 150 non-residents or
vagrants. Of these, 405 white families and 393 colored families

received substantial aid. Those receiving assistance aggregated -

souls, consisting of 1,644 adults and 1,710 c}pldren. In
?é%iiiing these cases gthe Associated Charities dxsfcnbuted 1,246
coal orders, and 576 grocery orders. Bu’c.the rehef. was not all
furnished by this association. The Provident Society assisted
in relieving 343 of these families, and the }_?ernale Benevoleglt
Society, 262 families; 152 families were kindly cared for by
churches and other institutions, including the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul; 112 cases were reported as undeserving; 5;8
as not requiring relief, they having sufficient income to live with-
out charity, which fact would not hav.e been discovered thhouF
careful investigation: and 43 as having given false addresses ;
25 cases were referred to the Trustees of the Poor, and 49 to
private persons; 112 medical prescriptions were filled at the ex-
pense of the society, and 10 loans were made to deserving fami-
lies. Much aid was afforded by the P. W.& B.R. R, which
furnished transportation at reduced rates to destitute 'cra\vellersf
on their way to their homes, or to distant friends in. search o
work. In the arduous duty of friendly visitation and inquiry, so
faithfully performed by the lady visitors, often at inconvenient
distances from their own homes, they made 4,@03 visits to or ori
behalf of the poor, and wrote 387 letters. - Owing to the .generat
business depression, great difficulty was found in yvorklnglou
one of the leading aims of the society, that of making emp 0y-
ment the basis of relief. Work was found, however, for g6 case.ls H
and during the winter 158 families became, at least, tempogan yf
self-supporting, and many of them permanently so. A number o1
women with children were sent to the country, and sgver;t
women and half-grown girls were placed as domestic help in the

7

city. The nationalities of the families who made application for
relief, are as follows : American, 8g2; Irish, 134; German, 37;
English, 12; Polish, 8; Swede,6; Scotch, 4; French, 2; Swiss, I.
Of the immediate and apparent causes of distress, want of employ-
ment was the chief, there being 593 heads of families out of work.
There were 247 cases of sickness ; 212 of improvidence and shift-
lessness; and a very large number in which intemperance was
the cause of want. By a comparison with the census of 1880,
we find we assisted about 15 per cent. of the colored population ;
13 per cent. of the foreign white population, and 5 per cent. of
the native white population.

Our work during the year has been largely experimental,
but we now have a permanent and complete history of over six
hundred families (both deserving and undeserving), in our city ;
which will be of invaluable service to us the coming winter,
Many families who obtained relief last year, under false pretense,
will, owing to these records, be entirely cut off the coming
winter. We also hope to have closer co-operation in the future
with the Trustees of the Poor, the municipal authorities, and the
Society to Protect Children from Cruelty, for the more effectual
working out of the distinctive principles of organized charity.
Our desire and purpose is to reduce pauperism, to prevent indis-
criminate giving, to secure the community from imposture, and
to see that all deserving cases of destitution are properly re-
lieved. For the accomplishment of these results in a good
measure we consider the citizens of Wilmington are indebted
to this association, and we trust the work accomplished will be '
found worth much more than its cost. To have accomplished
all this has required much patient and care-taking labor on the
part of the Superintendent and lady visitors, and the Board wish
to extend their thanks to these lady visitors and to place on
record their appreciation of their faithful attention to all matters
under their charge.

Our aim shall ever be, as far as we are able, to save the self-
respect of the people, by Zelping them to help themselves, and thus
place them permanently in a position of self-support, and to avoid
as much as possible, the unfortunate habit into which all relief
societies are in danger of falling—that of dealing out small doles
of charity, which leaves the applicant no better off financially and
infinitely worse in the matter of independent self-help.

JOHN MASSEY, DANIEL W. TAYLOR,
Superintendent. Secretary.

1oth Month 20th, 188s.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF LADY VISITORS.

Soc’ty,

f -
/) As we close the door upon our charity work of the last year
and stand upon the threshold of the coming season, many of us,-
j individually speaking, feel our efforts have availed but little,
I though as we review it collectively, and see the ready, willing
| hands, and the warm, stirring hearts that have woven together
:f _ for the general good of our cause, we have, despite the innumer-
i . able hindrances, reason to feel gratified at the results attained.
] This introductory year to our system of co-operation has
i . proved of value, not only for present practical results, but opens
’ . the highway to future developments, and suggests wlser methods
/[ i upon which to place the corner-stone of #ue charity and en-
' compass the entire ground upon which it rests. -
' But 4ow and when we will reach these ideal ends are ques-
tions demanding our serious consideration and highest thought.
After the completion our organization last winter, our visi-
tors were summoned to meet in the Sunday-school room of the
Hanover Church, where we were addressed by Mrs. M. T. Gaw-
throp of Philadelphia, who touched most fittingly and thorouhgly

, .
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M
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g~ -3/ % , upon the opportunities and the magnitude of the work before
: - = o ‘ us, presenting new points and ideas worthy of our pursuit.
- - ) Soon after, feeling that monthly conference meetings would
i CE :l be an important aid, we resolved ourselves into a body for that
L g purpose, with 184 names of active members upon our list. Four
5l s .5 T8 / of these meetings were held and well attended. The special
5 S . B .5 | feature of hearing the chairmen’s reports, were always listened
w) —_ { . . . Pt
3 3 . -‘é’ . . l : to with interest. One told the experiences in her ward as follows:
= 8 T 5 SRR . ; k “The greater proportion of applicants in my district are colored
= | & LED D TT ! X p ) 4 !
sl Bg  n8 . 34 / 3 people, many of whom are shiftless and dependent upon charity
) g2 g8 . 8 B 2 .8 . 4 from year to year; but there are exceptions among them, to
A % 8 & :9)) g8 - 528 ‘g“ ¥ whom it is a real pleasure to administer help. One adaptive
o, E &3 = g -0 young visitor devotes much time to the homes under her care,
54 SESETSEIT 5 and is always heartily welcomed by both mothers and children.
wv - -
g FEg=E2 g3 B G In one house that was most untidy she placed a little bank, and
a SESTEEE eSS 0 offered a reward of pennies to the children if they would aid
= 2 g f ETE gD g g 2 = mamma in keeping the room orderly and clean. The result was
w = < 3
E5ECT ®E8E 9 most encouraging. . .
! 858 2e S E S§Esg g Reports come from several of our chairmen of a number of
| ~eR0<n0onsSE8 aged colored women, who are marvels of cleanliness, and who
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shower grateful benedictions upon the attentive visitors. These

gave been hard, faithful toilers, but nothing saved for life’s wintry
ays.

and Woes ; some where old age is desolate and mourns lost op-
portunities; some where sickness is sapping the energy and life
of the sufferer, and some where intemperance is a fruitful cause

~of improvidence and shiftlessness, and possibly wretchedness

and crime, In nearly all of these families there are children
whose bodies are poisoned by disease, whose purity of heart and
soul are almost lost, and who are ignorant of any useful art that

these cases creates questions of absorbing and continued interest,’”

Last spring, through the kindness of Drs, Hannah M. Thomp-
son and Florence P. Stubbs, free lectures to women were given on
topies relating to health; these were fairly attended, and listened
to with marked interest. We have hopes of repeating these, in
connection with others, this winter.

Owing to the depressed condition of our country, our little
city has suffered like others, This deplorable fact staring us in
the face has unquestionably had its demoralizing effect upon our

laboring citizens.

But what can be done ? Again we appéal to the true spirit

of charity, which actuates the gentlemen of the Board to devise )

Mzs. A. D, WARNER, Chasrman.

PB-4,28-3-PAM
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ISITORS should aim to make the facts collected so com-
V plete that all cases may be fairly classified: i
1st. Worthy of Continuous Relief (orphans, aged, and in-

ble). _
o 2§) Worthy of Temporary Relief (illness, accident, or other

temP;) ;ia?\f:;?’;bgleg/ifar/é rather than Relief (thc? ablef and willinlgci
persons by infirmities unfitted for only special kinds of work;
the shiftless and intemperate, not yet h?pelessly so.) "

4. Unworthy of Relief (those havmg ‘property or re atw}fs
able to support them; the intemperate, vicious, or shiftless who
seem permanently so; professional beggars and tramps.)

Try to have relief in each case come from one sourc;. PTry
never to send any family or person to the. Qverseers of t ';:1 oocxl'
if they have never been there before, urfless it is clear they wi .f rlxee
such relief for a long time. Scrutinize carefully all cases o onﬁ
continued relief, especially when childr_en have grown old enO}lga
to earn wages. Try to induce a family to deposit money 12ne
savings bank as soon.as they can earn enough to save ev}tlen °
dollara month. Remember always that the best gifts to the pc;gcs
are self-respect and provident habits, and thsjlt one of t'he worst %l
which can be inflicted on them is the habit of relying on alms.

Ui L Yo ghea— T



The Board of Managers of the Associated Charities,
view of the prospect of ‘unusual destitution among the

or the coming winter, appeal earnestly to the citizens of
ilmington for their aid and co-operation in the import-
.ant work committed to their charge.

They invite all who are unacquainted with the work
to call at the office and cxami'ne the plans of the Asso-

ens to refrain from giving to
ggars on the street or at the back gate, and refer ALL
apphcants for relief to the office for mvestlgatwn before
ing aid.
Contributions of mone may be sent to the Treasurer
a::-:‘l:o_a.ny.o e‘r-_ mémber the Board, and donations of
g, or any other articles of

kfully received at the office,







OFFICERS v
of the
ASSOCIATED CHARITIES
N
1923-1924
Cuanyes L. PasrersoN, Honorary President
. T. SkBLLY, President
. THompsoN Brown, Vice-President

Irs. Epwarp R. Mack, Secretary
Ricizarp REESE Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Mrs. Wm. 8. Bergland Mz, B. E. Marean

Miss Emily P. Bissell Judge Hugh M. Morris
Mr. H. Fletcher Brown Mr. Frank N, Overdeer
Mr. J. Thompson Brown  Mr. Charles L. Patterson
Rev. Chas. L. Candee Mr. Richard Reese
Miss Edith S. Danforth Mr. J. T. Skelly

Mr. Dominic DiSabatino Mrs. Wm. C. Spruance
Miss Madeleine Draper ~ Rev. Wm. Temple

Mr. Lammot duPont Mr. A. D. Warner, Jr.
Rev. Ed. H. Ford Mrs. Charles Warner
Mrs. C. D. Garretson Mrs. Henderson Weir Officers
Mirs. J. Monteith Jackson Mr. Joseph S. Wilson of the
Mrs. Edward R. Mack ~ Mis, Peter T. Wright Associated

“ Charities

Miss B. Eruerpa MuLLEN, General Secretary




2 ~ REPORT - of - the ASSOCIATED CHARITIES 3

OUR SERVICE

To investigate all cases reported as urgent. |

The PRESIDENT'S REPORT
OCIAL SERVICE is absolutely necessary

in this community; and as this is the first
complete report issued by the Associated Char-
ities since 1919, I am certain that it merits the
attention of all who are interested in the wel-
fare of Wilmington.

To plan for future welfare of families un- THROUGH a corps of trained workers this

organization has been intelligently combat-

— der continued care. ing suffering among the city’s poor since 1884; |

LK To endeavor to secure employment for supplying immediate aid in emergencies, and

P the unemployed. pensions in cases where self-support is tempo-

Y . . ds of rarily or permanently impossible. Service of

. 8. To work to establish right standards o this character is essential in 2 community such
%y home life. 28 GUTS.

To relieve emergency need immediately.
To provide adequatereliefaslongasneeded.
To secure medical and dental care.

To provide legal aid.
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L N 1922, the Visiting Nurse Association

RN m which was started by this Organization,
. became strong enough to operate independent-
: : ly and all connection between the two bodies

was severed. That this severance was wise
has been demonstrated by the steady growth
and the increasing usefulness of the ursing

i FACTS AND FIGURES

Number of Families 550
Our Service

organization.

ng | Number of District Workers 4 HE PROBLEM of funds h | The
.. of funds has always | precidenss
F “l’{ff and | Number of Visits Made 4,798 been a source of concern to the directors, R:,;j;;
#ET | Number of Office Interviews 3,692 and I presume always will be until the Or-

e
° <
o

3
o 3 o

o v “ 6 s e o eco & ob§ ss  ©
o




4 ~ REPORT - of - the

The
President's
Report

ganization’s work is more fully appreciated by
a greater number of the citizens of Wilming-
ton. Obviously, there are many who could and
should support this work, with small contri-
butions, who do not do so. The burden is now
carried by a comparatively few. There should
be a concerted movement on the part of all of
our citizens looking to a Community Chest, out
of which this, as well as all other worthwhile
agencies, should be provided with funds, thus
reducing the many so-called drives, and solici-
tations to one effort during the year, as is the
custom in many other cities.

HE CHILDREN’S Camp owned by the

Associated Charities, located near Hockes-
sin, has served a most useful purpose, and will
continue to do so to the extent that the funds
subscribed for it will permit. The need for such
an institution is almost unlimited.

THE ASSOCIATED Charities is especially
fortunate in having for its General Secre-
tary, Miss B. Ethelda Mullen, with a corps
of most competent workers, who under her able
guidance intelligently handle the many prob-
lems which a social worker daily encounters.

‘ x YITHOUT THE co-operation of many

other agencies we could not work suc-

ASSOCIATED -CHARITIES 5

| cessfully. Wegratefully acknowledge theassist-

ance given us during the past year by Catholic
Daughters of America, Children’s Bureau of
Delaware, Child Welfare Centers, City Coun-
cilmen, Delaware Hospital, Hebrew Charities,
Junior League, Knights of Columbus, Ladies
of Charity, Homeopathic Hospital, Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, Trustees
of the Poor, Visiting Nurse Association, Vol-
unteers of America, Wilmington City Fire De-
partment, Flower Market Committee, Female
Benevolent Society, Provident Society, and the
press of Wilmington. In addition to the fore-
going, other organizations, churches, and indi-
viduals have also lent their co-operation.

J. T. Skelly,
President.
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classification into the realization of individual
treatment. The platform of 1923 is the pre-
vention of pauperism by the elimination of the
causes of poverty.
Respectfully submitted,
B. ETHELDA MULLEN,

General Secretary.

October 1, 1923.
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REPORT
of the
CHILDREN’S CAMP COMMITTEE
JECHifdren & goant

had

FRIRETeaaat W

the privilege of fensdags 1

The children are selected from the families
known to the Associated Charities district
workers, and go out in grenps:efpwentyzive
To many of these youngsters it
visit to the country and they scarcely know
what to do first. Acres of open space with
grass and trees, and best of all a creek, are
difficult to comprehend, after years of living
in overcrowded rooms with only the alleys
and streets for a playground.

The camp is situated on the @kegkeRioak
abeuttweumilesssothzofHockessin
an ideal spot for the purpose.

 Through the

generosity of t

Ll

M@I’z 2 AT @;@1 Report
Report | kischemi R cenier &. of the
of the have provided for the water supply. Both | cpitdren’s
General ‘ buildings are screened, and. the dormitory | camp
Secretary " has an eighty foot porch which provides a | committer
‘ , place to play in wet weather.
i
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Report

of the
Children’s
Camp
Committee

On fine days the playground equipment,
donated by a friend of the children, and the
creek form the chief recreation. Baseball
hikes, campfires, story hours and picnics
all help to crowd happiness into the short
vacation for these little children of the streets.

In addition to agggeks who has her hands
full preparing nounshlng food for tk;ree meals
each day, there are #wo“playsy Yd™
who devote all of their time to the chlldren
The influence of these young women in their
daily contact with the boys and girls is of
real and lasting value.

The Children’s Camp Committee is look-
ing forward to the time when another dor-
mitory will make it possible to care for fifty
children at a time instead of twenty-five.
There are so many who want and need to go
and the summer is not long enough to give
them all a chance with our present accom-
modations.

A pleasant summer evening’s motor ride
will bring you to the camp, where you may
see for yourselves what it all means to the
children.

KATHARINE M. GARRETSON,

Chairman

STATEMENT OF CASH
October, 1, 1922 to September 29, 1923.
Cash Balance October 1, 1922 $ 8,403.40
RECEIPTS

Associated Charities $24,150.69
Children’s Camp

Fund 26,857.38
$35,260.78
DISBURSEMENTS
Associated Charities $31,489.01
Children’s Camp
Fund

3
$34,799- 30
Cash Balance September 29, 1923 461 .48

$35,260.78
Balance Sheet September 29, 1923.
ASSETS
Cash in Bank $61.48
Petty Cash 400.00
Notes Receivable 1,805.70
Accounts Receivable 3.38
Real Estate 23,418.06
Stocks & Bonds 14,171.50
Furniture and Fixtures 1,862.41
$41,722.53

Statement

of
Cash
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LIABILITIES
Demand Note $ 5,000.00
Mortgages:
60z West St., Wilm.,

Del. - 3,500.00
Farm nr. Menden-

hall Mills, Del
Funds:

Children’s Camp  #6jobi05:*

Endowment 18,297.96

Special 1,101.26

General 2,876.36

$29,222.53 $41,722.53
Richard Reese,
Treasurer.

Approved:

Ella P. Nesbitt,

Chief Clerk.

I hereby certify that the above Balance
Sheet is correct, and that the books are in
accordance therewith.

Peter T. Wright,
Certified Public Accountant.

REPORT
of the
DELAWARE SOCIAL SERVICE EXCHANGE

October, 1922, to October, 1923

Inquiries Identifications Total
Associated Charities 94 13 79
Asso. Char. InformationCards 137 137
Asso. Char. Relative Cards 167 167

Children’s Bureau of Delaware 147 38 109
Child Health Centers 575 102 473
Delaware Hospital 17 8 9
Delaware S. P. C. C. 126 48 78
Deaconess Home 2 2
Dental Clinic 70 24 56
Foster Homes 147 6 141
{uvenile Court 7 5 2

adies of Charity 5 3 2
Mothers’ Pension Commission 17 5 12
Phila. So. to Protect Children

from Cruelty I S
Physicians and Surgeons Hos-

pital 1 1
Prisoners Aid Society 1 I
Sunshine Society 3 2 1
Cross Reference Cards 32 32
Re-registrations 20 20

Total 2,031 315 1,716

CATHERINE W. SWEENEY,
Registrar.

Report
of the

Delaware

Social Service
Exchange






