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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
This recordation document contains a compilation of digital photographs, black and white 
photographs, verbal descriptions, field sketches, and archival documentation pertaining to 
Camp Wright (CRS # N-14422), which is located at 3850 Mill Creek Road (New Castle 
County Tax Parcel 08-025.00-011) in Mill Creek Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware 
(Figure 1 and Figure 2).  
 
 
A. Project History and Summary of Significance 
 
In Fall 2006, McCormick Taylor, Inc. was retained by the New Castle County Department of 
Special Services, Engineering and Environmental Division to conduct a Cultural Resources 
Survey of the Camp Wright property (Coleman, Doms et al. 2006).  The purpose of the 2006 
survey, which included historic architectural and archaeological studies, was to assess the 
cultural resources sensitivity of the Camp Wright property.   
 
The archaeological study consisted of Phase I archaeological assessment of the core area of 
the Camp Wright property.  This effort included controlled subsurface field testing along the 
banks of Mill Creek, which transects the property.  Based on the results of the archaeological 
assessment, it was concluded that no significant archaeological resources are contained 
within the core area of the Camp Wright property.   
 
The historic architectural survey entailed a basic field inventory of the extant above ground 
structures of the property.  Most of the structures are associated with Camp Wright, an early 
to late twentieth century recreational facility.  Information acquired via documentary research 
and field investigations were then used to complete relevant Delaware State Historic 
Preservation Office (DE SHPO) inventory forms.  Camp Wright has since been assigned the 
DE SHPO registration number of CRS # N-14422.  The structures of Camp Wright, as well 
the property as a whole, were also analyzed for historic significance in order to assess the 
property’s eligibility for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The 
historic significance and NRHP-eligibility of Camp Wright was evaluated by applying the 
NRHP Criteria of Evaluation.   
 
Based on the results of the 2006 survey, it was concluded that the Camp Wright property is 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion A.  Camp Wright is considered to be 
NRHP-eligible as a good example of an early twentieth century recreational resident camp 
and also due to its temporal association with the Fresh Air movement.  The Fresh Air 
movement, which began during the mid-nineteenth century, was a precursor to the YMCA 
and similar mid-twentieth century camp organizations.  
 



3 

At the time of the 2006 survey, development activities within the Camp Wright property had 
yet to be determined.  However, given the historic nature of Camp Wright and the likelihood 
that future planning activities may occur in the vicinity of this historic site, it was deemed 
prudent to conduct additional photo-documentation and recordation studies of Camp Wright 
as part of this project.  The purpose of this subsequent effort was to provide the New Castle 
County Department of Special Services, Engineering and Environmental Division with a 
documentary record of the existing conditions of Camp Wright.   
 
The additional photo-documentation and recordation of Camp Wright, as presented in this 
document, was conducted by McCormick Taylor, Inc. in Spring 2007. 
 
Funding for the 2006 cultural resources survey and the subsequent 2007 recordation of Camp 
Wright was provided by the New Castle County Department of Special Services, 
Engineering and Environmental Division.  
 
 
B. Project Setting 
 
Camp Wright is situated on the west side of Mill Creek Road (Road 282).  The core area of 
Camp Wright falls within the active floodplain of Mill Creek, which flows across the 
property in a northeasterly-to-southwesterly direction.  Within the property, access across 
Mill Creek is via a concrete bridge.  Most of the terrain within the Camp Wright property is 
nearly level; however, the property also spans a steep hillside that runs along its southern 
edge.  In addition to nine main buildings, the property also includes several ancillary 
structures and facilities (e.g., a rope course, playground equipment, a barbecue pit, and 
assorted stairs). 
 
Camp Wright is located in the Piedmont Upland/Fall Line physiographic zone of Delaware, 
which encompasses the upper one third of New Castle County (Figure 3).   
 





M
c
C

o
rm

ic
k

T
a
y
lo

r,
In

c
.,

N
e
w

a
rk

,
D

e
la

w
a
re

1
9
7
1
3

Camp Wright (TP 08-025.00-011)
3850 Mill Creek Road
Mill Creek Hundred

New Castle County, DE

Map of Camp Wright

M
c

C
o

rm
ic

k 
Ta

y
lo

r,
 I
n
c

.,
 N

e
w

a
rk

, 
D

e
la

w
a

re
 1

9
7

1
3

Gawthrop Hall

CRS # N-14422.02

Bunk House #1

CRS # N-14422.03
Kitc

hen/D
ining Hall

CRS # N-14422.04

Washroom

CRS # N-14422.08

Arts
and Crafts

/B
unk House

CRS # N-14422.01

Bunk House #2
CRS # N-14422.05

Caretaker House
CRS # N-14422.06

Medical
Building

CRS # N-14422.09

Gatehouse
CRS # N-14422.07

Playground

Remnants of
Baseball/Softball Field

Barbeque

Rope Course

3 6 18126

Basketball Court
CRS # N-14422.13

Pool
CRS # N-14422.12

Spring House
CRS # N-14422.10

S
h
ed

C
R

S
#

N
-1

44
22

.1
1

Boundary of Camp Wright

FIGURE 2



FIGURE 3

PIEDMONT UPLANDS AND
FALL LINE

HIGH COASTAL
PLAIN

LOWER COASTAL
PLAIN

5
7

1

2
3

4

5
6

1

2

3

4

5

DELAWARE SHORE

MID-DRAINAGE
MID-PENINSULAR
DRAINAGE DIVIDE
CHESAPEAKE HEADWATER
DRAINAGES

INTERIOR SWAMPS

COASTAL BAY

PIEDMONT UPLANDS/
FALL LINE

LEGEND

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

6

7

M
c
C

o
rm

ic
k

T
a
y
lo

r,
In

c
.,

N
e
w

a
rk

,
D

e
la

w
a
re

1
9
7
1
3

CAMP WRIGHT

Not to scale Physiographic Zones
of Delaware




