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3850 Mill Creek Road
Mill Creek Hundred
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CARETAKER HOUSE 
CRS # N-14422.06 

Detailed Building Description 
 

Description 
The Caretaker House is a rectangular, one-story, end gable, one pile vernacular cabin 
with two-bay extension on the southern end.  The Caretaker House is built on a steep 
hillside allowing the west elevation to be at grade level and the east elevation supported 
on tall concrete block piers. 
 
Structural History 
The main block of the building, the four northern bays, was constructed first (c. 1925).  
Later an additional bay was constructed off the southern elevation of the main structure 
retaining the original roofline.  The current resident (Darren Kraatz) informed us that that 
he has lived in the Caretaker House for the past fourteen years (1993-2007).  During that 
time he stated that he has made many improvements to the interior. 
 
Exterior 
The Caretaker House is currently occupied.  No measurements were taken.  The 
Caretaker House appears to have an addition on the southern gable end.  The main block 
of the Caretaker House is covered with simple drop siding.  The southern addition is 
covered with faux board and batten siding.  At the base of the addition, above the piers, is 
a band of white painted fascia boards.  Most of the windows are replacement double 
glazed vinyl, one-over-one windows.  The house has been recently painted primer blue-
grey with white trim.  The roof has open eaves with exposed rafters.  A few brackets for 
round gutters are still attached to the ends of some of the rafters.  The roof is covered 
with coursed asphalt shingles.  The building rests on cement block piers.  The space 
between the piers is covered with plywood.  The current occupant has been observed to 
making exterior repairs to the east side of the southern addition. 
 
North Elevation (Rear) 

• The north elevation has three windows. 
• There is a nine louvered vent in the upper portion of the gable. 
• The gable roof edge is covered by a plain fascia board, painted white. 

 
East Elevation (Side) 

• There are five windows on the east elevation (one on the southern addition). 
• The four northern most windows are identical. 
• The southern window is taller than the four northern windows. 
• There are five piers. 

 
South Elevation (Façade) 

• There is a door and a window on the south elevation. 
• The door is on the west side of the south elevation. 
• Door is wood two-panel, nine-light door with an aluminum storm/screen door. 



CARETAKER HOUSE 
CRS # N-14422.06 

Detailed Building Description 
Page 2 

• The stairs to the entrance are made of pressure treated lumber with a simple 
handrail made of 2x4 inch boards. 

• The handrail is on the east side of the stairs. 
• The stairs sit on a concrete pad. 
• The main portion of the south elevation is covered with faux board and batten 

siding. 
• The gable is covered with horizontal simple drop siding. 
• The southern gable end has a nine louvered attic vent painted white. 
• The gable roof edge is covered by a plain fascia board, painted white. 
• There are three piers. 

 
West Elevation (Side) 

• There are three windows on the west elevation (one on the southern addition). 
• The northern most window retains a six-over-six double sash window. 
• Keeping with the symmetry that is present in most of the other buildings, it is 

possible that there was an additional set of two windows north of the current 
windows.  The possible window locations are covered by siding. 

• There are three white painted vent pipes protruding from the wall between the 
northern window and the northwest corner of the building. 

 
Interior 
Access Denied 

 



CARETAKER HOUSE 
CRS # N-14422.06 

Black and White Photo Log 
 
Plate 01: View looking north at the south façade elevation.  Note the stairs in the 

middle ground. 
Plate 02: View looking northeast at the south façade and west side elevations. 
Plate 03: View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and north rear 

elevations. 
Plate 04: View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and south façade 

elevations. 
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CARETAKER HOUSE
Black & White - Photo Key

(CRS# N-14422.06)

Not to Scale



Plate 01:    View looking north at the south facade elevation.  Note the stairs in the middle ground.

CRS # N-14422.06CARETAKER HOUSE



Plate 02:    View looking northeast at the south facade and west side elevations.

CRS # N-14422.06CARETAKER HOUSE



Plate 03:    View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and north rear elevations.

CRS # N-14422.06CARETAKER HOUSE



Plate 04:    View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and south facade elevations.

CRS # N-14422.06CARETAKER HOUSE



CARETAKER HOUSE
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Black and White Photo Index
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DESCRIPTION

1 FL000025 12
View looking southwest at the southwest quadrant of the bridge over Mill 
Creek.

1 FL000024 13 Detail of the west side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
1 FL000023 14 Detail of the west side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
1 FL000022 15 Detail of the west side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
1 FL000021 16 Detail of the initials in the concrete.
1 FL000020 17 Detail of the east side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
1 FL000019 18 Detail of the east side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
1 FL000018 19 Detail of the east side of the bridge over Mill Creek.

1 FL000017 20
View looking northeast at the northeast quadrant of the bridge over Mill 
Creek.

1 FL000016 21
View looking northeast at the northeast quadrant of the bridge over Mill 
Creek.

1 FL000015 22 Detail of the northwest bridge abutment for the former pedestrian bridge.

1 FL000014 23 Detail of the northwest bridge abutment for the former pedestrian bridge.

1 FL000013 24 Detail of the northwest bridge abutment for the former pedestrian bridge.

1 FL000012 25 Detail of the northwest bridge abutment for the former pedestrian bridge.

1 FL000011 26 Detail of the metal pipe in the northwest retaining wall for the bridge.

1 FL000010 27
View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and south façade 
elevations.

1 FL000009 28 4
View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and south façade 
elevations.

1 FL000008 29
View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and south façade 
elevations.

1 FL000007 30 View looking west at the tributary feeding Mill Creek.

1 FL000006 31 3
View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and north rear 
elevations.

1 FL000005 32
View from across Mill Creek looking at the east side and north rear 
elevations.

1 FL000004 33 View looking northeast at the newly painted electrical shed.
1 FL000003 34 View looking northeast at the newly painted electrical shed.
1 FL000002 35 View looking southeast at the newly painted electrical shed.
1 FL000001 36 View looking southwest at the newly painted electrical shed.
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DESCRIPTION

2 FL030016 1 View of ground.

2 FL030015 2
View looking northeast down driveway across the bridge over the tributary 
to Mill Creek.

2 FL030014 3
View looking southwest down driveway across the bridge over the 
tributary to Mill Creek.

2 FL030013 4 Detail of Rope Course.
2 FL030012 5 Detail of tire obstacle in Rope Course.
2 FL030011 6 Detail of tree stand in Rope Course.
2 FL030010 7 Detail of Rope Course.
2 FL030009 8 Detail of Rope Course.

2 FL030008 9 View looking northeast at the Medical Building from the top of the stairs.

2 FL030007 10 2 View looking northeast at the south façade and west side elevations.
2 FL030006 11 View looking east at the bridge over Mill Creek.
2 FL030005 12 View looking south east at the Arts and Crafts/Bunk House.
2 FL030004 13 View looking east at the bridge over Mill Creek.
2 FL030003 14 View looking south east at the Arts and Crafts/Bunk House.

2 FL030002 15 View looking east at the southwest quadrant of the bridge over Mill Creek.

2 FL030001 16 View looking south at the north gable of the Arts and Crafts/Bunk House.
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DESCRIPTION

3 FL000025 Unidentifiable object.
3 FL000024 2 View looking northeast down stairs.
3 FL000023 3 View looking northeast down stairs.
3 FL000022 4 View looking southeast at concrete foundation beside stairs.
3 FL000021 5 View looking southwest at concrete foundation beside stairs.
3 FL000020 6 View looking northeast at the south façade and west side elevations.
3 FL000019 7 Detail of well head.
3 FL000018 8 Detail of manhole cover for the pumping station.

3 FL000017 9 View looking southeast at the foundation beside the pumping station.

3 FL000016 10 Detail of the foundation beside the pumping station.
3 FL000015 11 Detail of the foundation beside the pumping station.
3 FL000014 12 Detail of the Rope Course.
3 FL000013 13 Detail of the tree stand associated with the Rope Course.
3 FL000012 14 Detail of the tree stand associated with the Rope Course.
3 FL000011 15 View looking southeast down stairs.
3 FL000010 16 View looking southeast down stairs.
3 FL000009 17 Detail of railing.
3 FL000008 18 View looking northwest up stairs.

3 FL000007 19 1
View looking north at the south façade elevation.  Note the stairs in the 
middle ground.

3 FL000006 20 View looking west at the stairs.
3 FL000005 21 View looking west at the stairs.
3 FL000004 22 View looking southwest across Mill Creek at the stairs,
3 FL000003 23 Detail of the southwest quadrant of the bridge over Mill Creek.

3 FL000002 24
View looking north at the southwest quadrant of the bridge over Mill 
Creek.

3 FL000001 25
View looking southwest at the east façade and north side elevation of 
Bunk House #1.







CARETAKER HOUSE 
CRS # N-14422.06 
Digital Photo Log 

 
Plate 01: View looking north at the south and west elevations. 
Plate 02: Detail of the west elevation.  Note the change in siding styles. 
Plate 03: View looking northwest at the southern elevation. 
Plate 04: View looking northwest at the southern elevation. 
Plate 05: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 
Plate 06: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 
Plate 07: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 
Plate 08: View from across Mill Creek at the east and southern elevations. 
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CARETAKER HOUSE  CRS # N-14422.06 

 
Plate 01: View looking north at the south and west elevations. 
 

 
Plate 02: Detail of the west elevation.  Note the change in siding styles. 

 



CARETAKER HOUSE  CRS # N-14422.06 

 
Plate 03: View looking northwest at the southern elevation. 

 

 
Plate 04: View looking northwest at the southern elevation. 

 



CARETAKER HOUSE  CRS # N-14422.06 

 
Plate 05: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 

 

 
Plate 06: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 

 



CARETAKER HOUSE  CRS # N-14422.06 

 
Plate 07: View from across Mill Creek at the east and northern elevations. 

 

 
Plate 08: View from across Mill Creek at the east and southern elevations. 

 



CARETAKER HOUSE 
CRS # N-14422.06 

Building Recordation 
 
 

No measurements were taken of any of the exterior elevations or the interior of the 
Caretaker House.  Access to the building was denied. 



DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
MAIN BUILDING FORM 
 
 
 

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3850 Mill Creek Road/S side of Mill Creek Road at intersection with Graves Road 

 
3. YEAR BUILT:  1925 CIRCA?:   ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknown 
 
4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN:  two-bay, front gable cabin 
 
5. INTEGRITY: original site  moved  

 
6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  
 
7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible.  Use N/A for not applicable; leave no 

blanks.) 
 
a. Overall shape:  rectangular Stories:  one 
 Additions:  N/A 
 
b Structural system (if known):  frame 
 

Foundation:   materials:  concrete block piers c. 
basement:     full      partial      not visible      no basement  

 
d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings):  1/3 board & batten, 2/3 German siding 
 

Roof:  shape:  gable 
materials:  asphalt shingle 
cornice:  open with exposed rafters 
dormers:  N/A 

e. 

 
chimney:  location(s):  N/A 

 
8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS: 

 
Facade:  Direction:  south 
1) Bays two 

Windows  
 fenestration one (1) window on first floor and opening on attic level 
 type   one (1) one-over-one on first floor, and one (1) louvered opening on the attic level 
 trim aluminum on first floor and wood on attic level 

a. 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
 

doc# 20-06-01-05-02  USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-2 

 

CRS # N-14422.06 

2. FUNCTION(S):  historic caretaker house current not in use 

if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year 
                 
                 
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year 
a.  Raised on piers to prevent flood damage 1993 
b.             



 
Facade (cont’d) 

Door(s) one (1) modern door 
 location SW corner of façade  
 type unknown 

3) 

 trim aluminum 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

b. Side:  Direction:  east 
1) Bays five 

Windows  
 fenestration   five (5) windows along east elevation 
 type modern one-over-one 
 trim aluminum 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s) N/A 
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

c. Side:  Direction:  west 
1) Bays four 

Windows       
 fenestration three (3) windows along west elevation 
 type modern one-over-one 
 trim aluminum 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s) N/A 
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

d. Rear:  Direction:  north 
1) Bays two 

Windows  
 fenestration   not accessible 
 type not accessible 
 trim not accessible 

2) 

 shutters not accessible 
Door(s) not accessible 
 location not accessible 
 type not accessible 

3) 

 trim not accessible 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

 
9. INTERIOR:  Not accessed 

 
10. LANDSCAPING:  The Caretaker’s House, along with twelve other camp related resources, is located in a wooded 

setting along the Mill Creek.  Mill Creek Road runs along the eastern boundary of the property.  Modern residential 
development mixed with older housing in a wooded setting is found to the north, east, and west.  Limestone Hill 
Park is located to the south. 

 
11. OTHER COMMENTS:  The Caretaker’s House appears to have been constructed ca. 1925. 

USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-2 

CRS # N-14422.06 




